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Council Provides Means for Transparency 

Members of the public are invitedñbut 
rarely show up 
 
A recurring situation that Council bumps into 
is that displeased WP residents use Face-
book to voice their concerns.  The discus-
sions ensuing on social medial are often 
based on distortions or incorrect information.  
The Council is frustrated that residents con-
tinue to complain on Facebook instead of 
contacting the council or Village manage-
ment for the facts.  There are plenty of 
mechanisms to do so. 
 
At last weekôs Village Council meeting, how-
ever, Council did hear from some residents 
regarding the topic of potential new screen-
ing rules for side and backyards.  It seemed 
that individuals attended because of new 
chatter on Facebook.  Most were unaware 
of the Councilôs (and Planning & Zoningôs) 
discussions that have been on-going since 
January.  Why? 

Whether you ride, bike, walk or sit on the sidelines, the annual 
Fourth of July parade is a special event in Whispering Pines you 
wonôt want to miss. 
 
Decorate your car, golf cart, bicycle, stroller (and yourself) and 
join us for the parade.  
 

Parade participants should gather at 1:30 pm on Monday, July 4, 
in the parking lot of the Country Club of Whispering Pines.  The 
parade gets under way at 2:00 pm, beginning and ending at the 
CCWP parking lot. 
 A fun time:  Villagers came out in carts and bikes decorat-

ed for the 4th of July in last yearôs parade. 

On March 9, an advertised Public Hearing 
was conducted on the topic of screening. 
There were zero comments.  Immediately 
following the Public Hearing was a regular 
Council meeting.  The subject was dis-
cussed again. 
 
A Special Meeting was called for April 27, 
encouraging the public to voice their opin-
ions.  There were two comments made at 
the meeting and several letters were read 
into the minutes.   Most, but not all, were in 
favor of the changes, to ñkeep Whispering 
Pines the lovely village that it isò (quoting a 
resident).  A few residents and a Council 
member shared their opposing viewpoints 
to certain specifics. 
 
Fast forward to the May 25 Council Work 
Session where three written comments 
were read into the minutes.  These were 
all against the changesðor perceived 

changesðand ógrandfatheringô cases were 
suggested.  However, a petition from 41 
residents suggested that new residents had 
ñcontempt for the rules of the village that 
had been established years ago.ò  They 
requested Council to enforce the rules and 
close loopholes as quickly as possible. 
 
Full circle to last weekôs meeting where the 
public voiced (and wrote) their opinions 

(Continued on page 2) 
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about the Hardee Park rules (which will be tweaked) as well as the 
screening subject written above.  The mayor began the public 
comment session with the following statement:  ñPersonally, I 
would like to hear what residents have to say.ò  With additional 
comments received, the topic is slated for the Councilôs work ses-
sion on June 29 at 2pm for further review.  Members of the public 
are invited. 
 
Mayor Bernhard has repeatedly asked that people call Village Hall 
for clarification of any questions they might have regarding Village 
regulations. 

Transparency 

Since our first issue in January 2019, weôve 

been fortunate to have Staff Writer Sue Leary 

coming up with the ideas for nearly all of the 

ñinvestigativeò features each month in The New 

Pitch.  Sue has been indefatigable in research-

ing, ensuring accuracy, and writing the stories in 

a way we all could understand, even when the 

topics were complex or, shall we say, rather 

óunglamorous.ô  She tackled some serious is-

sues confronting village homeowners like 

groundwater backup, why we donôt have sew-

ers, land squabbles, and, most recently, the 

difficulty in buying and building homes in our 

village.  Features like these really are the back-

bone of our publication. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
Want to know whatôs going on or share your opinion? 

 
Village Council has open meetings, live streaming of its meetings 
ð which are also taped and available for later viewing on its web-
site, advertised Public Hearings, email addresses for each council 
member as well as telephone numbers of Council members listed in 
the WP phone directory.   Written comments are also accepted at 
the clerkôs office at Village Hall and will be read at the meetings if 
so requested:  clerk@vwpnc.org.  Or you can call 910-949-3141 x 
10 for the village clerk. 

Now Sue has decided to take a break from this volunteer job, and we are surely going 

to miss her creativity and her camaraderie.  Thanks for all youôve contributed to The 

New Pitch, Sue!    
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All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda 
Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Jason Graham, Police Chief, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works 
Director. 
 
There were 7 people in the gallery. 
 
The purpose of the special meeting was to solicit resident 
input on the proposed FY 2022-23 Budget Ordinance for the 
Village of Whispering Pines. 
 
Village Manager:  Rich Lambdin 
Mr. Lambdin gave a Powerpoint presentation detailing the pro-
posed 2022-2023 budget ($5,598,281).  A complete overview and 
summary were included, as well as a refresher on the ARP 
(American Rescue Plan) funds of over $1 million to be received by 

Special Council Meeting Highlights  

May 18, 2022 

the village and how the funds will be used. 
 
After the presentation, Ms. Christopher read two letters received 
regarding the budget: 
 
§ Molly Boggis was in favor of the proposed budget, saying it 

was clearly and thoughtfully written.  

§ Bob Zschoche wrote that he observed that this yearôs process 
was outstanding and that the budget was ñéin the best inter-
est of the village.ò 

 
There were no comments from members of the gallery. 
 
 
Next Work Session meeting for further budget discussion and other 
items:  Wednesday, May 25 at 2pm 

Planning & Zoning / Board of Adjustment Highlights 

May 18, 2022 

The meeting of the Planning and Zoning Boardðacting as the 
Board of Adjustmentðwas attended by Shane Stauffer (Chair), 
Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, and George Venet.  Dean Kalles, alter-
nate member, was also in attendance.  Ken Riggsbee was absent. 
Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was present.  There were 
three people in the gallery. 
 
Upon receiving the application materials from the Administrator, 
the Board shall hold a quasi-judicial public hearing on (an) appeal. 
Notice of the quasi-judicial Public hearing shall be provided and the 
public hearing shall be conducted in accordance with Chapter 3 of 
this (LDO/Variances and Appeals) ordinance. 
 
First item: 
 
Concerning the above ground pool at 688 Michael Road, located in 
the ETJ.  The owner, Mr. Dunlop, is requesting a variance from the 
ordinance due to medical reasons. 
 
Mr. Kalles asked the owner if he had reached out to an ADA lawyer 
in Raleigh.  The response was that he was told to get a prescrip-

tion from his doctor for his medical needs instead, which he did 
and presented to the Board. 
 
The Board then discussed a few details about the pool, specifically 
the duration of the pool on the property.  It was settled that as long 
as Mr. Dunlop resided at the address, the pool would be legal.  
But, when he no longer resides at the address, the pool would be 
required to be taken down. 
 
The variance was passed 4-0. Since there was a quorum, Mr. 
Kalles was not asked to vote. 
 
There was a second item before the Board, but it has not been 
resolved.  A continuance was granted for June 15. 
 
Next Meeting:  June 15 at 4:30pm  at Village Hall. 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda 
Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Linda Christopher, Vil-
lage Clerk/Zoning Administrator, Jason Graham, Police Chief, and 
Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director. 
 
Village Manager/Rich Lambdin 
 
Budget 
Mr. Lambdin gave updated information on the proposed new fiscal 
budget.  Mr. Conway followed up his previous monthôs question 
regarding the back up (of video) of police arrests by solid state 
equipment or ócloudô services.   As it turns out, the police already 
do multiple back-ups of all arrest videos; therefore it is recommend-
ed that the budget have a line item for a network auxiliary storage 
device (NASD) for less money than the other options.  
 
Also discussed were salary/benefit packages for Public Works em-
ployees.  Particularly, do they compare favorably with ópeer groupsô 
in the local area?  Mr. Lambdin said that 18 months ago, salaries, 
etc., were adjusted/raised.  He will re-evaluate the three depart-
ments (Public Works, Fire/Police and Admin) every three years to 
determine if any adjustments are needed. 
 
The current village staff vacancy rate is 0% (one police officer is 
being hired on a conditional basis).  ñWeôre in a good, solid place 
for salary, benefits, conditions of employment, and personnel poli-
cies,ò Mr. Lambdin revealed. ñOur components are in place, keep-
ing up with the market.ò 
 
Other questions from Council included the rise in the budget for 
Planning & Zoning--$13k last year to $24k for the upcoming year.  
This is because of legal fees for several situations over the past 
year.  Mr. Lambdin attributed this and other increases in certain 
departments due to óanomaliesô that occur each year, be it equip-
ment, vehicles, legal fees, and so on. 
 
Ms. Harris questioned that some personnel in Public Works will 
handle automotive repairs.  ñAre we creating a need for these per-
sonnel, and do they need certification?ò  Mr. Kissinger answered no 
in each instance, that the department maintains equipment to alle-
viate downtime.  ñIn time, the equipment will pay for itself,ò he as-
sured Council. 

 
Boat Lifts and Boat Speed on the Lakes 
§ Council received a draft of changes of the Land Development 

Ordinance (LDO) from the Lakes and Watershed Board (LWB) 
regarding boat lifts and boat speeds.  Recommended is one 
boat lift per residence, which shall not exceed 20 feet outward 
from the shoreline, not exceed 4 feet in height above the wa-
ter level, shall not include a roof or cover, and be in conform-
ance with the side yard minimums required  in the zoning dis-
trict  wherein the lot is located.   

§ The speed limit is 5 miles per hour (pontoons, etc.) on all 
lakes with the exception of Thagard.  Thagard Lake allows 32 
mph, but watercraft shall reduce speed to 5mph within 150 
feet of any shoreline. 

 

Council Items: 
 
Board Appointments 
Volunteer applications were submitted for appointments to Plan-
ning & Zoning, Tree Board, and LWB. Council had an opportunity 
to review each document and voiced preference for various appli-
cants.  In sum: 
 
§ Planning & Zoning:  Deb Castle, Mike Boyle, and Ann Robson 

as regular members; Greta Nintzel and Bruno Decaudin for 
alternates. 

§ Tree Board:  Bob Zschoche for regular member; alternate 
member is still vacant 

§ Lakes & Watershed (LWB):  Mark Nelson/Thagard, Ryan 
Losonsky/Blue Lake; vacancy for Cardinal Lake. 

May 25, 2022 

(Continued on the next page) 

! ΑρσË ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ Ǫ :ÏÎÉÎÇ "ÕÄÇÅÔ 

ÁÒÏÓÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÓÅÔ ÏÆ ÌÅÇÁÌ 

ÆÅÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȢ 
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Screening standards and materials (as per the LDO) 
Topic has been ongoing since January, given to P&Z for recom-
mendation to clarify and protect the aesthetic qualities and proper-
ty values within the Village.  Daily parking permits for travel trail-
ers/RVs/boats shall be obtained at Village Hall and be allowable 
for 14 days within a 90-day period.  The storage of the above vehi-
cles are allowed in the side or back lots of the principal resi-
denceðIF appropriately screened. 
 

The style, construction of, and size of the screening materials have 
been scrutinized for months.  Council reviewed and consented to 
the changes and then sent it to the June 8 regular meeting of Coun-
cil for approval.  (See Village Council Highlights, Page 7.) 
 
Next Work Session meeting:  Wednesday, June 29, 2 pm. 
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§ Each member will bring 3 ideas for designs of the memorial to 
the June meeting. 

 
§ A survey will be sent to residents for their input into the com-
mitteeôs suggestions, including ñwrite-inò lines for other ideas.  
This is tentatively scheduled for July. 

 
Next meeting:  June 21 at 2:30 at Village Hall.  The public is wel-
come. 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale    2 June 1, 2022 

    Homes Pending 14 June 1, 2022 

    Homes Sold   12 May 1-31, 2022 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2022:   52 

In attendance:  Rich Crotty, Chair, Ron Boudreau, Roy Cochrun, Ei-
leen Giglio.  Absent was Hunter Miller.  Village staff included Linda 
Christopher and Bob Kissinger. 
 
Old Businessð 
Mr. Crotty reviewed Phase One of the Memorial site and selection 
criteria. 
 
New Businessð 
§ Previously with the guidance of Bob Kissinger, the committee 

looked at six potential sites for the memorial.  The members then 
scored each site and narrowed it down to three favorable loca-
tions (in order of preference):  Concert Field, 10 Hardee Lane 
and Founders Park near CCWP.  They also discussed the prox-
imity to the cemetery and being respectful to the property should 
that location be chosen. 

Memorial Committee Highlights 

May 24, 2022 
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Village Council Highlights 

June 8, 2022 

All council members present:  Glenn Bernhard, Mayor, Pam Harris, 
Mayor Pro Tem, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, Linda Vandercook.  
Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Administrator, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, 
Jason Graham, Police Chief, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Di-
rector. 
 
There were 17 people in the gallery. 
 
Mayor Bernhard read a statement regarding Linda Christopher, 
Village Clerk receiving the NC Certified Municipal Clerks Award. 
(See story, page 7.)  
 
General Public Comments: 
§ The use of Hardee Lane Park was the central topic for com-

ments this month.   

§ All comments (written and in-person) were for Council to re-
think the restriction of more than 10 people in a group to use 
the park at any one time.   

 
Ms. Harris informed the Council and chambers that she had re-
ceived an anonymous letter at her home that was intimidating and 
harassing. ñWe are a community that respects our fellow neighbors, 
and that is able to engage in open and civil discourse.ò  She said, 
ñOpinions are welcome in an open forum or in a signed letter.ò  The 
letter has been provided to the WP Police Department for pro-
cessing.  Mayor Bernhard said that words fail him that someone 
would harass a member of Council.  ñThis cannot be allowed or 
condoned.ò 
 
Consent Agenda: 
The entire 4-point agenda was passed 5-0.  Content included the 
minutes of previous meetings, ARP funding policies, and the July-
December Council meeting schedule.   
 
Report from Village Manager: 
§ Mr. Lambdin said that the July 4th parade will have a line-up of 

carts or other decorated vehicles at 1:30 at the country club, 
the parade will begin at 2pm.  There are no after-parade social 
events.   

§ Mr. Lambdin mentioned the NC rules regarding fireworks (no 
fireworks can óleave the groundô). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Pine Lake Dam  repairðbeginning in late August.  After Labor 
Day, the drawdown will begin, going down 15 feet, taking about 
4-6 weeks.  Call Village Hall for further information about boat 
care and parking in driveways during the drawdown, for Pine 
Lake waterfront residents only. 

§ A raft needs to be removed in Pine Lake and will be taken care 
of by Public Works. 

§ Water should be at normal level by January or February, as-
suming normal weather conditions. 

 
Unfinished Business: 
Screening Materials and Standards 
§ A proposed amendment was an effort to have consistent lan-

guage in the Land Development Ordinance (LDO).  (See story 
on Page 1.) 

§ The amendment failed to go to a vote and the subject will be 
discussed again at the June work session meeting on the 29th. 

Consideration of easement with Duke Energy 
§ The affected area will be from the corner of Cardinal Road/

Airport to designated locations on Hardee Lane. 

§ Passed 5-0. 

 
New Business: 
§ Proposed budget for upcoming fiscal year:  $5,598,281.  

Passed 5-0. 

§ Appointments for Planning & Zoning, Lakes and Watershed 
Board and the Tree Board were all approved, 5-0. 

§ Amendments to Chapter 6 of the LDO regarding boats lifts and 
boat speed passed 5-0. 

 
Next Council meeting:  July 8, 6pm at Village Hall. 

 
 

.# ÒÕÌÅÓȡ  

.Ï ПÉÒÅ×ÏÒËÓ 

ÃÁÎ ȰÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ 

ÇÒÏÕÎÄȱ 

4ÈÅ ÎÅ× ПÉÓÃÁÌ "ÕÄÇÅÔ ÏÆ 

Αυȟυωψȟςψρ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ υ-πȢ 
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Linda Christopher Receives Prestigious Award 

Village Clerk Linda Christopher has received the honored ñNorth 
Carolina Certified Municipal Clerks Program Award.ò 
 
Mayor Bernhard read the statement from the Association at the 
Village Council meeting on June 8.  ñMeeting extensive continuing 
education requirements, (Linda Christopher) has again been 
awarded this designation through July 2027.ò   
 
The mayor went on to read, ñéthis is no small task, considering the 
wide array of duties performed by municipal clerks across the 
state.ò 
 
The award was established in 1975, and is set as a voluntary ac-
creditation.  It is in cooperation with the School of Government of 
UNC-Chapel Hill.  The Associationôs website describes the objec-
tives as to ñéprofessionalize the office of the municipal clerké and 
to enable North Carolinaôs municipal clerks to perform their duties 
more efficiently and effectively.ò 

 
Ms. Christopher previously was awarded her óMaster Municipal 
Clerkô certificate by the International Institute of Municipal Clerks 
late last year which required 220 hours of educational and profes-
sional points  (see The New Pitch, page 13, November 2021). 
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Incident Type YTD  MAY  

  Burglary 2   1  

  Larceny 4   0  

  Vandalism 2   2  

  Assault 2   0  

  Fraud 29   2  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  25 10  6 2 

  Barking dog  2 4  0 0 

  Park violations  98 0  42 0 

  Right-of-way  52 7  14 3 

 Golf cart violations  0 ð  0 ð 

  Skate park violations  20 ð  4 ð 

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 
MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 

ARREST 
CHARGES 

ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 
WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

February 24 5 8 3 97 105 97 13 214 954 

March 32 6 12 2 93 103 83 116 183 1,080 

April 23 8 12 5 93 103 98 126 297 1,044 

May 34 9 16 6 115 128 55 69 261 1,115 

TOTAL 140 36 58 17 476 525 373 499 1,197 5,201 

Police IncidentsñMay 2022 

TASERS STANDARD EQUIPMENT FOR WPPD 

The new Whispering Pines budget calls for upgrading several of 
the tasers in use by police.  In a recent interview, Chief Jason Gra-
ham explained that members of the WPPD carry tasers as their 
non-lethal force tool/weapon.  ñWe would use the taser if someone 
were resisting or fighting.  Here in the village, weôve mostly  had to 
use the taser on an aggressive dog,ò he said.   

The chief said a taser works by 
incapacitating the individual 
tased for about 5 seconds.  ñIt 
locks up your nervous system ð 
stuns you,ò he explained. 

The department has had tasers 
in their ótoolboxô for a number of 
years at a cost of about $2500 
each.  A line item is put in the 
budget to replace two of them 
annually because if the technolo-
gy is not kept up to date, it would no longer be supported.   

In addition, the company who makes tasers will assist in a lawsuit if 
the equipment is within warranty and the user has maintained train-
ing guidelines.   

Chief Graham stated tasers can be essential to protect officers and 
others involved in a dangerous situation.  ñWe certainly want to 
make sure they work ð we need 100% performance.ò  

 

STAFFING 

Chief Graham has announced the hiring of an officer with nine 
years of experience to fill an open position on the force effective 
June 20.    

 

CALL POLICE IF YOU WITNESS AGGRESSIVE DRIVING 

There have been several recent posts on social media describ-
ing situations of aggressive drivers.  ñSocial media fails us,ò the 
Chief said, ñbecause by the time we are aware of the post, the 
alleged perpetrator is long gone.ò   

Please call the police immediately to report these activities, 
including the license plate number if you can.  ñDonôt interact 
directly; we will follow up on it,ò the Chief stated. 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Type of Call 
2021 May-22 2022YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 48 60 243 58 

Building Fire 109 12 12 15 61 14 

Outside Fire 65 7 3 4 24 6 

Service Call 37 4 5 6 23 5 

Storm Damage 12 1 4 5 20 5 

Fire Alarm 42 5 1 1 17 4 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 6 8 17 4 

Hazardous Condition 6 1 1 1 7 2 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 6 2 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 0 0 2 >1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 1 >1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   80   421   

A few weeks back the Police Department provided some tips and 
advice on Sharing the Road to make residents aware and promote 
safety. After this was circulated in the community several people 
asked us to share some advice from a pedestrianôs perspective as 
to what vehicular traffic could do to share the road. Below we have 
listed some safety tips drivers should keep in mind as sharing re-
quires the involvement of both parties. 

§ Pay attention! Give your undivided attention to your driving 
and donôt be texting while driving. 

§ Donôt mess around with your GPS or other electronic devices 
while driving. Some newer vehicles are making it a require-
ment that the vehicle be in park to change vehicle settings or 
program built in GPS units. 

§ Donôt assume that walkers hear you or see you due to the 
winding streets in the Village. Just as we asked the walkers to 
keep the volume of their music at levels where they can still 
hear noise activity around them, we must remember with the 
invention of electric vehicles not all vehicles are loud. 

§ Due to not having sidewalks within the Village, some residents 
use the roadway for biking, running, and walking and this is 
ok. If you are approaching someone using the roadway in this 
manner, give them space and reduce your vehicle speed.  

§ And probably the most important advice we can give is to 
drive the posted speed limit. All the interior streets in Whis-
pering Pines have posted 25mph speed limits. The police 
department will continue with our speed enforcement efforts 
and saturation patrols; however we also ask that you police 
yourself and watch your speed!  

 

And remember, you are all neighbors in this great community. Both 
drivers and walkers share the responsibility to keep our roadways 
safe, so do your part in being kind and considerate to others.   

Sharing the Road Applies to Everyone 
ð A message from the WP Police Department 
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The Asheville area is a rumpled mix of lush natural byways and the 
cacophony of human-made infrastructure. We visit on a regular 
basis and decided to stay in Biltmore Village near the entrance to 
the Estate for a change of pace. Itôs a walkable section of the city 
(if you donôt mind a few intersections that are tricky for pedestrians) 
with a contained little commercial district that includes shops and 
eateries.  

 

At first, we thought we might get entrance tickets to the Estate and 
hike the grounds, but costs for entry are now well into the outra-
geous zone.  Instead, we found a hike that is part of the Mountains-
to-Sea Trail using AllTrails (www.alltrails.com). As you may recall, I 
reported on a different section of this 1,175 mile trek last summer. 

 

We drove to The Folk Art Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway after 
a leisurely morning sipping coffee in the cool mountain air on our 
roomôs patio. I checked in with the ranger before heading out be-
cause we werenôt exactly sure of the location of the trailhead based 
on the AllTrails description. Lucky for us, she confirmed we were in 

exactly the right spot and all we had to do was follow the white 
dots that mark the trail from the parking lot to the overlook.  

 

Although the temperatures this particu-
lar day were lovely, winter through 
early April is likely the best time for this 
hike. Poison ivy was filling out and 
encroaching on many areas of the 
path. We kept our arms and hands 
close to avoid brushing the leaves and 
stems too often. There were a few bug-
gy spots and I imagine late spring into 
summer the bug action would ramp up with the heat and humidity.  

 

As you leave the parking lot to connect to the trail, youôll cross the 
road, traverse a path adjacent to a service road bridge and then 
straight into the woods. This is a very popular trail for locals. We 
crossed paths with many folks walking their dogs, running and just 
enjoying each otherôs company. Itôs 4.7 miles roundtrip. The eleva-
tion gain is about 800 feet and some might find that challenging. 
The late spring trees were nearly filled in. Green green green: all 
shades of green surrounded us for the majority of this walk. There 
were not as many wildflowers as I had hoped, but still enough to 
brighten the edges of the path. This is not the most picturesque 
hike until you reach the overlook. As we gazed out at the moun-
tains perched there beyond the valley from the rock outcrop over 
the Haw Creek, the near brushes with poison ivy and seeming 
uniformity of the woodland path faded from our thoughts. 

 

The Folk Art Center is a great point of origin because, in addition to 
a staff ranger, there are restrooms and an exhibition hall celebrat-
ing Appalachian arts and crafts. The Southern Highland Craft Guild 
is housed in this facility. If you are interested in regional artisans, 
this is the place to learn more. 

 

I often set out with a goal that needs a certain outcome. I donôt 
know if this is societal or personal but I imagine itôs a mix of both 
influences.  I thought about this tendency of mine as we made our 
way up the trail.  Iôve heard throughout the years from various 
sources that ñdisappointment equals expectation minus realityò.  
The best part of being outdoors is interrupting your own storyline 
and letting the natural surroundings tell their own tale. 

Haw River Overlook 

Mountains-to-Sea Trail 
The Folk Art Center to Haw Creek Overlook 

Parking MP 382 @ The Folk Center 

Blue Ridge Parkway near Asheville, NC 
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Our History  

Cost of Maintaining Village Dams 

Editorôs Note:  The proposed Village budget for 2022-2023 
sets aside $979k for future capital projects (primarily dam 
repair).  Some residents have askedðwhy so much? 

 

In 1983, Village residents approved a bond issue of $250k for the 
purpose of repairing several dams.  The developer of Whispering 
Pines, A.B. Hardee, owned the lakes and dams at that time and 
had been cited by the State Dam Safety Office for failing to repair 
the dams.   

 

The Village agreed to purchase the lakes and dams with the un-
derstanding the dams would be repaired to State standards; the 
$250k was required to execute the repairs.  With this action, the 
Village became an owner of dams with all the attendant responsi-
bilities.   

 

This purchase was for the original five lakes/dams in the Village; 
Thagard, Spring Valley, Pine, Fly Rod and Shadow.  Additional 
lake access parcels and other park areas were included in the 
purchase.         

 

Although repairs were made in 1983 with the $250k, there have 
been numerous minor repairs over the years to maintain the 
dams. 

  Cardinal Lake/dam was originally owned by the Whispering 
Woods golf course.  It was acquired by the Village when the dam 
failed in 2006 and the golf course owners could not afford the re-
pair.  The cost of the dam repair was $300k. 

 

Blue Lake/dam was acquired in 2008 as part of the agreement ap-
proving the Arrowstone and Newbury Ridge subdivisions.  The de-
veloper repaired the dam and brought it up to State standards prior 
to Village acceptance.   

 

Whisper Lake/dam came to the Village as part of the acceptance of 
the Whisper Lake subdivision.  Several minor repairs have been 
made to this dam over the years.  

 

The 1983 repairs to Spring Valley dam included a siren warning 
system if water should overtop the dam and threaten downstream 
residents.  When the discharge culverts rusted and failed in 2013, 
the Village estimated the repair would be $500k.  However, by the 
time the State Dam Safety Office approved the repair, standards 
had changed.  All trees had to be removed from the slope of the 
dam and because Spring Valley does not have an emergency spill-
way, the primary spillway was required to be upsized to accommo-
date a 100-year storm event. When all new requirements were con-
sidered, the cost of repair was $1,500,000. 

 

Because banks will not loan money for dam repairs (it is difficult to 
repossess a dam) the Village began a program to set aside money 
so cash would be available for future repairs.  The next major dam 
repair will be Pine Lake dam, which also lacks an emergency spill-
way.  Although future estimates of dam repairs are broad guesses, 
the Village has targeted setting aside $7 million for repair of Pine 
Lake Dam. 

 

Considering the importance of our lakes to the character of the Vil-
lage and the unfortunate experience of the Woodlake community 
when their dam was lost, the large sum of money being set aside 
for dam repair seems to be a prudent path for the Village.    

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-638-8195.  

Pine Lake dam repairs will begin in late August 2022, with 

the anticipated 15-foot drawdown expected sometime after 

Labor Day. 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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(EDIT Note: As a follow-up to Lindaôs January column on the Pet 
Responsibility Committee, hereôs an example of the handling of 

donations of unopened cat and dog food.) 

Volunteers with the Moore County Citizens' Pet Responsibility 
Committee (PRC) met up at the Vandercook garage in Whispering 

Pines on June 10 to bag over 400 pounds of dry cat food.  

Whispering Pines residents helping out 
were Denise Jones, Angela Zumwalt 
(PRC Chair), my husband Phil and me.  
A total of seven volunteers pitched in to 
prepare 121 bags of cat food for PRC's 
upcoming Pet Care Day in Robbins.   

2,500 pounds of dry dog and cat food (5 full pallets) were donated 
by Walmart out of their Pageland, SC, distribution center; the do-
nated food is of varying brands and types and includes specialty 
foods for kittens and puppies.  Most of the original packaging is 
simply ripped and cannot be sold as-is, but the pet food is in great 
condition and fresh.  

PRC volunteers picked up the pallets in SC, drove back to WP and 
then portioned up the food into smaller bags.  Each gallon-size bag 
holds about 3-4 pounds (15 cups) of dry cat food, which can last up 
to 30 days for a 1 cat household.  The bags will be distributed to pet 
owners across Moore County.  PRC also donates pet food to own-
ers who opt to have their pets spayed/neutered through their pro-
gram.    

During the most recent Pet Care Day, PRC handed out almost 170 
bags of dog food.   The upcoming event in Robbins is expected to 
distribute over 120 bags of cat food, according to PRC. 

PRC still has a pallet's worth of dry dog food that will need to be 
bagged and is seeking local Whispering Pines volunteers to help 
(date TBD).  Please contact Angela Zumwalt if you are interested: 
910-949-9953 or angelazumwalt@earthlink.net.  

ðContributed by Linda Vandercook 

Donations Help Pet Owners in Need 

mailto:angelazumwalt@earthlink.net


15 

Leadmine Whiskey Bar & Kitchen 
132 W Pennsylvania Ave 

Southern Pines 

Six of us gathered at the site formerly occu-
pied by Rhettôs on a beautiful June evening 
at 6:30 pm.  The Leadmine doesnôt take 
reservations, but we were seated right away 
by the congenial waiter and drinks orders 
were taken.  There is a lovely patio area 
with tables, but it was a bit hot and humid, 
so we opted for the indoor seating.   
 
Inside, the Leadmine is a warren of smallish 
rooms, quite dark and bar-like.  Décor is 
rustic with backless stools as seating. 
 
The Korean-style menu encompasses six 
columns on two 8-1/2x 11 pages, 4-1/2 
columns of which are various whiskeys and 
other libations.  The waiter explained that a 
number of the food items werenôt available 
that evening, which further limited the rather 
small selection of offerings.  No salads, no 
soups.  
 
The wine and beer were served promptly; 
the mixed drinks came somewhat later.   
 
Dylanôs order of Jack Daniels and ginger ale 
came out as Jack Daniels and ginger beer.  
(They donôt have ginger ale.)  Chuck was 
disappointed that of the three beer selec-
tions on the menu, none was a dark beer.  
And although Benôs Zombie was served in 
the traditional zombie-style glass, it was 
more than half-filled with ice, leaving only 
about 2 or 3 ounces of the drink ($15). 
 
Briannaôs ros® ($6) and Caitlinôs chardon-
nay ($6) were both fine and served chilled. 

From the appetizers (ñTidbitsò ) menu, 
Ben ordered the Pho Dumplings ($13), 
which Dylan also ordered for part of his 
entr®e.  Both agreed they were ñexcellentò 
and ñdelicious.ò 
 
For her appetizer, Brianna ordered the 
Chilled Trout Dip ($11.75) served with 
fried saltines.  She and others at the table 
said the dip was good, although rather 
bland.  The crackers added something 
different and offered a nice crunch. 
 
Destiny and Dylan ordered the Ribeye 
Bulgogi Bao Buns ($8) as their appetizer.  
The dish was a long time coming, but they 
both found them to be ñdelicious.ò  The 
tender meat and tasty sauce were served 
on two fluffy pancakes that looked like 
book ends. 
 
The list of available entrées kept getting 
shorter as we tried to order.  The meals 
were served individually, so that one or 
two in our party were forced to start eating 
before others were served in order to 
have the food hot. 
 
Caitlin ñbacked intoò selecting the Grilled 
Korean Shortribs ($21), served with 
steamed rice and pickled óveggies.ô  
ñAlthough flavorful,ò she said, ñit seemed 
like just a lot of bones on top of a lot of 
rice.ò 
 
Ben went wild and ordered the Black & 
Blue Burger ($21), described as a beast 
burger (mix of meats), and served with 
herbed fries.  ñThe burger was OK and 
the fries were good,ò he said. 
 
Chuck opted for the Jackalope Sausage 
Dog ($17).  It looked kind of lonely sitting 
on the plate all by itselfðno sides, no 
vegetables.  ñIt was spicey hot and tasty 
ð the best darn $17 sausage Iôve ever 
eaten!ò he exclaimed. 

 
Destinyôs Loco Moco ($28) consisted of 
steamed rice, seared beef patty, gravy, 
fried egg, and four small pieces of pineap-
ple.  ñIt was OKðnothing distinctive,ò she 
observed.   
 
Finding nothing to her liking from the 
shrinking list of available entrées, Brianna 
ordered the Shrimp Toast ($13) from the 
Tidbits menu.  It was ñvery good, lots of 
shrimp blended into a cream-cheese type 
of spread on top of crunchy bread.ò  She 
was able to take about half of it home. 
 
The service was friendly, if uneven.  Bath-
rooms were clean, although the door was 
difficult to close.  In terms of value, the 
prices seemed high, both for drinks and 
many of the food offerings. 
 
In summary, The Leadmine is much more 
of a Whiskey Bar than a Kitchen.  If youôre 
looking for a place to sit outside and have 
drinks of whiskey, this would be a reasona-
ble option.  For dinner, not so much. 

Key to Ratings 

Ribeye Bulgogi Bao Buns 

The Jackalope Sausage is served with 

a non-edible flower. 
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by Dolores Muller 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

Peonies  
 
When I first moved to North 
Carolina, I was told you can-
not grow peonies here be-
cause it is too hot and humid. 
So wrong! Two types of peo-
nies can be grown here; Pae-
onia valbislora and Paeonia 
officinalis. Also, tree peonies 
Paeonia suffruticosa.  
 
 

Peonies symbolize prosperity, 
good fortune, and happiness 

and are often the flower of choice at weddings. Chinese emperors 
grew peonies dating back to 1000 BC. In Japan they are used as a 
symbol of bravery, honor and good fortune.  Indiana claims the 
peony as their state flower.  
 
Peonies come in a wide range of colors including coral, cream, 
crimson, pink, purple, rose, scarlet, white, yellow and even black. 
Additionally, they can produce flower forms that are single, semi 
double, double, Japanese, and anemone. The plant height is gen-
erally 20 to 36 inches. 
 

Prepare Now for Fall Planting 
 

If you are considering growing these beauties, the best time to 
plant them is in the fall. Do your research now so you will be ready 
to plant your chosen variety in September or October. They like 
full sun but will tolerate some light shade. Peonies do like cold 
winters so plant on a north exposure and be sure the soil is well 
drained with a pH of 6.0 to 7.0.  It is always best to take a soil 
sample before planting as our soil tends to be more acidic and 
peonies do not respond well to moving or transplanting.  
 

Purchase divisions containing 3 to 4 ñeyes.ò Less will delay the 
time it takes to flower. It is very important to choose your spot 
wisely and prepare the soil as they reestablish slowly should they 
need to be moved. Once planted, they are long-lived and will 
provide years of blooms. 
 
When planting, the hole should be 12-18 inches deep and 18 
inches wide. If planting more than one, space 3-4 feet apart. 
Compost, pine bark or well-aged manure should be added along 
with 10-10-10 fertilizer mixed into the soil. This will get them off 
to a good start. When planting be sure the eyes are no more 
than 2 inches below the soil surface. Be patient, it sometimes 
takes two years after planting tubers before any flowers are pro-
duced. 
 
Under the heading of good news-bad newséthe good news is 
rabbits and deer do not like peonies but ants do. They are at-
tracted to the sweet sap of the peony bud. Once they enjoy the 
sap they will move on and they do not harm the plant. 
 
óFestiva Maxima,ô a white bloomer with red tips, and óSara Bern-
hardt,ô a pink bloomer, are said to be favorites for growing in the 
south. óSarah Bernhardtô and óSorbetô have an intense fragrance. 
Your local garden center can steer you to the varieties that grow 
best in our southern climate. 
 
Because peonies are so long-lived, once planted they will live 
longer than the one who planted them, and will provide enjoy-
ment for generations to come. 

ñSarah Bernhardtò peony 

ñFestiva Maximaò peony 
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in your 

wildlife observations and pho-

tographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

It is the time of interesting happenings around the Village.  Wild-
flowers are blooming all over the place, bees and butterflies are 
becoming more numerous each day, turtles can be found out and 
about seeking a spot to lay eggs, and even snakes are on the move 
looking for their next meal.  None seem to mind the heat or the dry 
weather (so far, anyway).  And our feathered friends are going 
about their business unaffected by the summer weather as well. 
 
The white squirrels on Spring Valley Lake continue to be seen reg-
ularly.  The female dubbed ñBlancoò by Jon and Marcia Russell, 
stops by frequently for seeds 
under their bird feeder.  All 
white (albino) or pale (leucistic) 
Gray Squirrels have been found 
around the Village for well over 
fifteen years now. Most have 
been seen along or close to 
Spring Valley.  They certainly 
are eye-catching by virtue of 
their snowy pelts.  I love to get 
reports of their activities since 
they are a rare phenomenon in 
our state. 
 
Deb Castle was also in touch about a Southern Flying Squirrel that 
had taken up residence in her bird box.  These cute little nocturnal 
critters can sometimes squeeze into the 1 İò opening of a standard 
box but more often they will slightly enlarge the hole on a box in 
order to more readily come and go. They, like the birds, are more 
and more hard pressed to find natural cavities to live in and so have 
adapted to roosting and breeding in man-made housing.  Using a 
metal entrance protector will usually keep them out of boxes meant 
only for the birds. 
 
I have heard from Roy Cochrun of more interesting birds in his yard 
on Shadow Lake.  Not only had he spotted a male Blue Grosbeak 
feeding on seeds but also a pair of Summer Tanagers was using 
his suet. Neither species is unusual here during the breeding sea-
son but they are rare to see at feeders.  Grosbeaks love sunflower 
seed and certainly have the bills to crack the hulls to get at the oily 
meat.  Tanagers usually feed on big, juicy caterpillars at this time of 
the year.  But they can be attracted to sweet treats such as orange, 
berry or peanut butter suet.  Only the male is a bright red.  The 
female is a less showy pale yellow.  I will be interested to see how 
long Roy continues to see these beautiful birds.  I expect as long as 
the handouts are available, they will persist. 

 
Last but not least, as is the case each year at this time, Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds are busy with their breeding activities so 
are noticeably absent from feeders and flowers.  However, this will 
be gradually changing as their nestlings require more frequent 
meals.  Hopefully the first young hummers will appear by mid to late 
June.  Numbers should increase into July with the peak occurring 
late in the month.  Regardless, it is important to keep feeders clean 
(use only hot water) and refreshed every three to four days. 
 

 

Top: Blue Grosbeak.  Left: Female Summer Tanager.  

Right:  Male Tanager.  All photos by Roy Cochrun. 


