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Fire-Rescue Calls Return to Pre-Covid Levels 

The final tabulations for the Whispering 
Pines Fire/Rescue Department activities are 
complete, showing that medical and fire 
emergency calls are back up to pre-Covid 
year levels.  Total calls in 2020 were 675; in 
2021 it was 877, a rise of nearly 30% (see 
chart, page 6). 
 
Calls in 2020 were much lower than in 2019 
(822) because Moore County made the 
decision to stop responding to medical 
emergencies when Covid came out.  There-
fore, Whispering Pinesô emergency medical 
call numbers went from 30-50 per month to 
only 5 per month.  ñ2020 was an anomalyð
2021 was more typical,ò Chief Rich Lamb-
din said. 
 
Lambdin continued.  ñWe are operating on 
the same staffing levels as for the past 3-4 
years. The 7am-11pm shift has 2 people 
(one full-time, one part-time).   From 11pm-
7am, itôs generally a full-time person. 

 
ñ2021 stats are more typical pre-Covid.  
You can see the numbers on the chart.ò   
 
The chief pointed out that there is a sig-
nificant decrease in vehicle accidents (the 
lowest in 6 years), attributing some of that 
to the installation of the stop signs at Ni-
agara-Carthage and Airport Roads,  Niag-
ara-Carthage and Farm Life School 
Road, Niagara-Carthage and Vass-
Carthage Roads, and Farm Life and Vass
-Carthage.  ñUp until the last year or two, 
we did not have 4-way stop signs at 
these intersections.  Injuries have 
dropped.ò 
 
A few of our firefighters have had Covid-
related absencesðone of the part-time 
personnel is hospitalized but on his way 
to recovery.  A full-time person was out 
over the holidays, but was a ñclose con-
tact/no symptomsò case and is now back 
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at work after completing the isolation proto-
col.   The chief said, ñWe have another per-
son testing positive with symptoms, but 
going in a good direction, and will be back 
to work next week.ò 
 
Lambdin disclosed that he does not have 
any statistical data on any village employ-
ees regarding their vaccination situation.  
ñWe have not taken action for folks to pro-
vide their vaccination status.  We are follow-
ing guidance from our municipal re-
sourcesðcounty governments, etc.  They 
have taken different approaches.  If guide-
lines or mandates come down, we will pro-
ceed accordingly.  But at this point we have 
not implemented anything that would re-
quire a vaccination report to be offered.ò 

Boat Rides Boost Charities 
Twenty boat owners and 50 volunteers helped make the Spring Valley December Boat 

Rides successful once again.  The pontoons, many with festive lights, carried 340 people in 

the mild weather.  There were 346 dona-

tions to Toys for Tots, $1072 donated to 

MMIA (Military Missions in Action) from 

the Bake Sale and raffle proceeds, and 

$200 donated for park lighting and ex-

penses.   

Representatives from Toys for Tots con-

gratulated WP for being the largest single-

event contributor in Moore County. 
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Attention New Residents! 

A free welcome packet is available at the Village Hall 

for all new residents of Whispering Pines 

neighborhoods (Arrowstone, Foxcroft, Herons Brook, 

Newbury Ridge, Princess Gate, Royal Woods, 

Summerfield, Whisper Grove, Whispering Winds, and 

Whispering Woods).   

Village Hall hours are 8:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m, M-F   

Sponsored by 

 

FREE ñ Large Item Pickup 

The village offers a Large Item Pickup twice a year - February 

and August.  Large item collection means that certain items 

such as mattresses, appliances, furniture and electronics that 

cannot fit into a garbage can or that need special handling, 

will be picked up by appointment on Mondays during the 

month of February. 

There is a maximum capacity and preference will be given to 

early callers.  To schedule a large item pickup, contact Village 

Hall at 910.949.3141 x11. 

Call on Friday, Pick up on Monday, 

February 4 February 7 

February 11 February 14 

February 18 February 21 



3 

Village Council Work Session Highlights 

January 5, 2022 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, 
Mayor Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and 
Linda Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, 
Village Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Admin-
istrator. 
 
Village Staff /Agenda Items 
§ An improvement for agenda itemsðstandardization of forms, 

how it came to Council, including a justification, cost/benefit, 
funding source, and therefore seeing an óachievementô of the 
proposal, was discussed and accepted for future use. 

§ The new auditor for the village will be at the regular Council 
meeting next week to review the audit report, property tax 
collection rates, unassigned fund balance, and other items. 

§ Customer Satisfaction Survey-tabled until January 26 work 
session. 

§ Annexation of land with town of Vass, continued discussion 
of redrawing lines at the Major Sands subdivision.  Will dis-
cuss further with a map revision presented at January 26 
work session. 

 
Council Items 

§ Dealt with Council Rules of Procedureðchange of language, 
operating procedures, code of ethics for newly elected coun-
cil members, and other housekeeping items.   

§ Motion to prevent reintroduction Sec. 6.2ðused to prevent 
the reintroduction of a failed substantive motion for a time, 
but it is in order only when made immediately following the 
substantive motionôs defeat.  To be adopted, the motion must 
receive at least 2/3 of the Councilôs actual membership. 

§ Media relations 

ß Mayor Bernhard explained that social media  is 
regarded as the ónew town squareô, that Council 
has to be careful how it is used, and not violate 
open meeting laws.  ñWe are never to attack 
someoneôs freedom of speech,ô he declared.  ñWe 
donôt want (potential) liability to the village.  I think 
itôs important that we address (how to use a per-
sonal social media page)  it.ò  He went on to say 
that the NC School of Government said it was a 
smart thing to do and it is happening in other parts 
of the state. 

¶ Ms. Roberts said that the city of Durham 
has put together a policy which outlines 
everything in the law and is clearly written 

for professional and personal standards.  
She will make the online link available to 
council and staff. 

¶ Mr. Conway referred back to the Code of 
Ethics, and that they should adhere to it.  
ñWe should let voters decide if weôve 
crossed the line.ò 

¶ Mr.  Bob Zschoche (from the audience) 
suggested adding a Section 9 of the code 
on media relations. 

ß For other media situations including interviews, the 
mayor is the óone voiceô of the Council, representing 
all of Council and the decision (s) rendered.  (Edit 
note: The official Facebook page of the Village 
does not allow public comments.) 

ß Mayor Bernhard clarified his position. ñI work for the 
residents of Whispering Pines and that is my focusé
I want to make sure we are saying the same thing to 
éthat newspaper. I never want to stifle anybodyôs 
individual rights for Freedom of Speech. What both-
ers me the most is the liability that could be brought 
towards the Village.  Never did I say that people 
could not report on what occurred at the meetingsé
We are very transparent in our meetings.ò   Bernhard 
thought that the situation was blown out of proportion 
(alluding to a column run in The Pilot).  He wants to 
ókick aroundô these ideas at a future meeting. 

§ Discuss screening materials and standards for backyards.  
Mayor Pro Tem Harris advised Council that there were many 
ambiguities in the language of the LDO, particularly Chapters 
4 and 8, regarding fence heights, materials for screening, etc.  
It was decided that Ms. Christopher will send potential lan-
guage corrections to the Planning and Zoning Board for their 
review. 

 
 
Next Work Session meeting:  Wednesday, January 26, 2 pm. 
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Cindy Graham, Village 

Finance Officer 

Village Council Highlights 

January 11, 2022 

All council members present, staff members included Rich Lamb-
din, Village Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Gra-
ham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, and 
Jason Graham, Police Chief.  There were approximately 11 in the 
gallery. 
 
Village Auditor 
The new auditor, Ken Anderson, gave a presentation on three main 
topics regarding the Villageôs financial details: 

§ General Fund Balance, which had a large increase 

ß Tax increase +$400k 

ß Sales tax +$190k 

§ Tax collection rate is very close to 100% (excluding cars and 
real estate which is not handled by the village) 

§ Mr. Anderson remarked that the books, kept by Finance Of-
ficer Cindy Graham, were good and well-maintained.  He also 
said that the villageôs ñrevenue surpassed expenditureséhad 
no new debt for the year, and no over-expenditures.ò He went 
on to say that Whispering Pines ñéis doing it right.ò 

It was noted that this is the first time a village auditor has made a 
presentation at a Village Council meeting. 

 
Consent Agenda 
Council approved the Village Memorial Committee members:  Rob 
Boudreaux, Roy Cochrun, Rich Crotty, Eileen Giglio and Hunter 
Miller. 
 
Public Hearings 
§ Two of the three public hearings elicited comments from resi-

dents in the gallery.  The firstðto rezone 4.4 acres in the ETJ-
Foxcroft Road from R/S (residential single family) to R/A 
(residential/agricultural).  The owner expressed that he wanted 
his entire lot to be zoned under one definition rather than two.  
His neighbor had no objection. 

§ The second hearing was 
a quest to get 3.5 acres of 
land on Fairway Drive, cur-
rently zoned REC 
(recreational) to R/A by its 
new owner.  Three neighbors 
were opposed, citing concerns 
about the displacement of 
wildlife and the landôs natural 
beauty, as well as continued 
development in the village.  

Mary Jane Barrenger of Fairway Lane also questioned the 
water situation, construction traffic, as well as closing with, ñItôs 
a quiet placeéwe like it that way.ò (Edit note:  Planning & 
Zoning had similar concerns at their December 15 meet-
ing and did not recommend the rezoning request.) 

 
Report from the Village Manager 

§ Mr. Lambdin verified that the work to be conducted on Pine 
Lake Dam later in the year will require a draw-down of the wa-
ter, but assured residents that it wouldnôt be as significant as 
the last time. 

§ There are five new parking spaces in the rear of Village Hall.  
Lighting improvements are being researched. 

§ Code enforcement activities were mainly on citing trailer viola-
tions (11). 

§ The American Rescue Plan (ARP) which is scheduled to give 
approximately $500k to the Village this year, is changing its 
guidelines on how to use the funds, offering wider flexibility.  
However, the details are being scoured by village staff (437 
pages). 

§ There have been 14 Skate Park permits issued, 254 golf cart 
permits and 1102 boat permits. 

 
New Business 
Budget amendments:   
§ The N.C. Department of Transportation is distributing more 

than $143.1 million in State Street Aid to Municipalities, also 
known as Powell Bill funds, to 509 municipalities statewide.  
Whispering Pines has received $54,817.  This can be spent on 
road improvements, maintenance equipment, culverts, strip-
ings, etc.  Council passed 5-0 to recognize these monies re-
ceived. 

§ Emergency Action Plan (EAP) for mid to high hazard dams 
(Blue/Spring Valley/Thagard)--New requirements from the 
state necessitate inundation mapping, therefore the need for 
updating the current EAP.  Withers/Ravenel, a civil and envi-
ronmental engineering firm (Cary), will be tasked with the up-
dating, charging the village $24,600 plus $1400 for additional 
expenses. 

Both amendments were approved, 5-0. 

 

 
Next regular Council meeting:  February 9 at 6pm, Village Hall. 
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The minutes from the Village Council meetings and the monthly 
Village Managerôs reports provide residents with information on 
actions taken by the Village.  Sometimes those actions lead to 
further activity in the Village but the status isnôt reported at the 
meetings, and sometimes projects occur that donôt require Council 
action. Hereôs an update on some things you might want to know. 
 
Blue Horse Market, formerly known as Matthews Market, has a 
new owner and will soon have a new name.  This property, located 
at the corner of Vass-Carthage and Niagara-Carthage roads, has 
been the focus of community life for the last century.  Stu Rowley is 
the new owner.  A resident of Whispering Pines for 10 years and 
originally from Alaska, he arrived here via the Air Force and the 
Army.  Rowley has watched this community grow, but thinks op-
tions for residents have not kept up with the growth.  His goal is to 
turn the property into a neighborhood business that will benefit all 
generations of the community. Plans for the project will be present-
ed to the Planning and Zoning Board and to the Village Council for 
review. 
Have you noticed that construction has stopped at the corner of 
Sullivan Drive and Route 22 across from Food Lion?  The builder 
is seeking annexation of the property into Southern Pines in order 
to have water service for the homes being built.  
 
Big Garage on Lakeview 
The Village filed an order of abatement to correct the structure 
(garage) that is higher than Village ordinances allow. This means 
that the court would review all paper work and procedures taken by 
the Village. If all the proper steps and notifications have been 
done, the owner would be notified to bring the garage into compli-
ance within a time frame determined by the court, enabling the 
Village to correct or remove the structure. The owner of the proper-
ty at 129 Lakeview Drive has filed a motion to dismiss the com-
plaint. This motion should be heard in Superior Court before the 
end of February. 
 
The skate pad is up and running although the weather has re-
duced use.  Fourteen permits have been issued.  The police are 
monitoring. 
 
The set-up of surveillance cameras in several parks is waiting for 
installation of electric service. 
 
The new building for Carolina Water should be in place on Rayôs 
Bridge Road by the end of January. 
 
Construction of the bridge on Lakeview Drive should begin Janu-
ary 10. The fiber optic cable that the Village knew nothing about 
has been rerouted.  Traffic will be detoured for approximately two 
months.  

Village News and Updates 

 
The two law suits filed about access to Hummingbird Lane are 
waiting action by the Cherrys.  
 
 
Is something going on in Whispering Pines that you 
would like to know more about?  A call to Village Hall 
may answer your question. Or contact The New Pitch at 
wpnewpitch@gmail.com. Maybe we can find out the 
news, chit chat and ñother sap that runs from the pinesò 
for you. 

The former Blue Horse Market is under new ownership. 

mailto:wpnewpitch@gmail.com
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

(Continued from page 1)  The chart above shows the significant decrease in service demands during the Covid surge in 2020 and 
how requirements have returned to, and exceeded, those in pre-pandemic years. 

Type of Call 
2019 2020 Dec 2021 Total 2021 

# % # % # % # % 

Medical 526 64 365 54 43 59 576 66 

Building Fire 105 13 102 15 10 14 109 12 

Outside Fire 26 3 21 3 9 12 65 7 

Fire Alarm 51 6 57 8 3 4 42 5 

Service Call 27 3 26 4 5 7 37 4 

Vehicle Accident 62 8 40 6 2 3 21 2 

Storm Damage 9 1 42 6 1 1 12 1 

Investigation 2 >1 6 1 0 0 6 1 

Hazardous Condition 10 1 12 2 0 0 6 1 

Aircraft Emergency 2 >1 3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 2 >1 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 822   675   73   874   

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   1 January 1, 2022 

    Homes Pending 13 January 1, 2022 

    Homes sold   14 December 1-31, 2021 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2021:   189* 

*Total homes sold has been adjusted for data correction. 

Accomplishments/Miscellaneous 

§ Probationary FF/EMT Alex Logwood successfully com-
pleted his 6-month probationary period and has been 
reclassified to FF/EMT. 
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Incident Type DEC 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 1  

  Larceny 1 18  

  Vandalism 0 4  

  Assault 1 8  

  Fraud 5 46  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 1 39  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 0 5  

  Barking dog (warning) 0 4  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 6 157  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 2  

 Right-of-way (warning) 6 156  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 0 23  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 0 18  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

April 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,026 

May 24 4 4 1 103 118 53 74 354 1,114 

June 21 9 16 4 88 97 67 88 432 990 

July 12 8 11 0 107 127 69 91 512 1,065 

August 12 7 11 0 88 102 42 53 539 1,080 

September 22 4 11 4 93 104 74 101 431 954 

October 17 3 5 1 126 150 73 100 276 1,072 

November 21 6 8 9 77 84 56 75 260 891 

December 20 8 14 4 64 74 64 92 302 1,118 

TOTAL 241 70 112 33 1,114 1,276 725 1,009 4,503 12,261 

The new SKATE PARK is up and running.  Like any other park, 

the police review park activity throughout the day.  ñWe are 

checking to make sure park users have their village-authorized 

sticker, and are wearing the appropriate safety gear,ò Chief Jason 

Graham explained in a recent interview.  ñDoing so has not been 

a burden in any way,ò the Chief continued.  ñWeôll see how it goes 

once the weather improves!ò   

Two warning violations have been issued for use of the park by 

non-residents. 

IDENTITY THEFT is still a common 

problem across the US.  If you are 

targeted, donôt hesitate to contact 

the WP Police Department.  Chief 

Graham reminds residents they can 

pick up free brochures at the station 

that outline steps to prevent Identity 

Fraud and what to do if your identify 

has been stolen. 
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With over 20 years in the landscape garden-
ing business, Benjamin Bessette of Pine 
Ridge Drive loves to trim and get lovely 
blooms on crape myrtles.  His mission is to 
enable more of the flowering trees to pro-
duce more blooms. 
 
To Trim or Not to Trim? 
 
ñYes, trim your crape myrtles.  At the very 
least, clean them of all the small stems and 
weak branches.  Trim the branches that are 
too low, too wide or too high.  This is what 
was done to improve the 59 crape myrtles 
on the Memorial Causeway dam,ò he be-
gins. 
 
Trees left untrimmed will have more tree 
and less flower.  Crape myrtles only bloom 
on new growth; you can control where those 
new growth flower blooms will be.  Crape 
myrtles arenôt particularly fussy about soilð
theyôre able to extract the nutrients from the 
sand that they need, although Benjamin 
does throw a fistful of fertilizer on them oc-
casionally.  He also reminds us that a sunny 
location is important.  If the crapes are sur-
rounded by lots of pines, the blooms will be 
reduced. 

 
ñTrim to make the tree symmetrical and 
balanced,ò he went on.  ñTrunks and branch-
es should be clean and tapered.  Donôt trim 
to the same spot every year which will cre-
ate a monkey fist.  That style, called Pollard, 

works best in formal gardens.  The garden 
at SCC has a nice example.ò 
 
Bessette explains that if it is your first time 
trimming, you start by determining the 
height of the top center of the plant (or an 
imaginary center line if the tree has no 
middle trunk). The flower blooms will prob-
ably be three to five feet taller.  Cut the top 
center of the plant, and then trim up the 
sides, rounding over to the new top to 
create a gumdrop shape. 
 
ñDo not make blunt cuts,ò he warns.  
ñEvery cut should be at an angle of about 
45°.  The long edge of the cut should be 
on the top of the branch.  Cut everything 
smaller than a pencil, any old stub ends, 
and try to eliminate any rubbing branches.  
All new cuts should be flush, leaving no 
new stubs.  Trim off the weaker stems and 
branches until you have only the best 
branches ï each ending with a single tip. 
 
ñAvoid the voids.  If the plant has a wide 
open gap between branches, try to leave 
any promising stem that might grow to fill 
the void.  Strong shoots from the bottom 
work best.ò 
 
Bessette claims that next year, and every 
year thereafter, the shaping is easier.  
ñUse the method of clearing branches and 
then shaping.  Work up from the bottom to 
the top of each trunk.  Trim off the small 
and the weak.  The end of each branch 
should have a number of stems that flow-
ered and the stub from last yearôs shaping.  
Reduce this all down to one single stem.  
This is the hard part.  You have to think 
and make decisions.  Save the one stem 
that is the strongest, or the one that is 
farthest away from the best stems of the 
surrounding branches.  Try to keep the 
one growing upward and outward.  Then 
cut off the other stems and last yearôs 
stub.ò 
 

Benjamin Bessette Knows Crape Myrtles 

The finish cut is usually made leaving four 
to eight inches of the final stem.  This pro-
duces a gradual taper of the trunks and 
branches from year to year. 
 
Make Your Crape Myrtles Bloom Twice 
 
Bessette recommends dead-heading.  ñIf 
plants have bloomed out before the end of 
July and are forming seeds, cut off every 
flower head.  Most plants will re-bloom by 
September.  If possible, dead-head again in 
early winter to prevent ice-storm damage.  
Murphyôs Law dictates that ice will break the 
best branches.ò 
 
Finally, a major cut-back may be necessary 
after several years.  ñBring each trunk down 
to a reasonable height for trimming and the 
blooms down where you can enjoy them.  It 
is worth the effort.ò 
 
Examples of Bessetteôs system:  Azalea 
Park, Camellia Park, Jack Frye Park, Lucyôs 
Dream Park, Nealon Park, Village Hall staff 
parking lot, Spring Valley Lake Park, and 
the following yards along Pine Ridge Drive:  
48, 84, 139, 190, 197, 199, 201, 217 and 
239.  All have had Bessetteôs trimming and 
shaping expertise. 
 
Note:  Wear safety glasses and leather 
gloves. 
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Our History  

Boating in Whispering Pines 

As we endure the chills of January, let us dream of warmer days 

ahead by looking back at the boating opportunities of the past. 

 

The developer of Whispering Pines had a grand visionðnot only 
would the Village have golf courses, but also water-oriented activi-
ties.  Thagard was the only existing lake, Hardee dug and built 
dams for five additional lakes: Spring Valley, Pine, Fly Rod, Shad-
ow and Whisper. Waterfront lots were more valuable to sell. 

 

Whispering Pines Boat Lanes 

To enable access to the lakes for homeowners of non-lake front 
lots, Hardee designed what were known as óboat lanesô.  These 
were strips of land, twenty feet wide, from the road down to the 
water. The thought was these lanes could be used by residents to 
launch boats.  

 

As with many of Hardeeôs plans, the execution did not meet the 
vision. Hardee did not have the money to clear these lanes and 
develop them into viable boat ramps. In addition, adjacent property 
owners were not enthused about such activity next to their back 
yard.  

 

There was no zoning at that time, so when adjacent property own-
ers offered to purchase these boat lanes, Hardee took the money. 
Thagard had 4 lanes, Spring Valley and Shadow had one each.  Fly 
Rod, Pine and Whisper had no boat lanes.  Over time, all boat 
lanes were absorbed into adjacent residential lots.  

 

Whispering Pines Marina 

In 1961, Hardee built a full-service Marina on Thagard Lake located 
at the east end of the lake, adjacent to Niagara-Carthage Road. 
The Marina offered complete marine sales and service with a boat 
launch ramp, gasoline pumps and covered storage for boats. An ad 
appeared in The Pilot newspaper on July 19, 1962, offering demon-
stration rides at the Whispering Pines Marina. 

 

When Hardee sold the Village water system to Carolina Water Ser-
vice, Inc., in 1979, the Marina property was included in the sale. 
The Marina office became the Whispering Pines local office for the 
water company. Residents could walk in and pay their water bill at 
this location.  

 

Because the building was built at the waterôs edge, problems devel-
oped with the foundationðthe building was sinking into the lake. 
Carolina Water attempted to repair the problem but failed to get the 
approval of the State Dam Safety Office. The repair was deemed 
an unauthorized repair to a dam. CWS moved the local office func-
tion to Charlotte in 2010. In June 2011, the Village purchased the 
property, demolished the building and the boat storage sheds, and 
converted the area into parking area. The boat ramp was taken out 
of service.  

 

Whispering Pines Boat Storageñpresent day 

Boat storage within the Village is governed by various ordinances.  
The Village provides limited boat storage at most lakefront parks on 
a permit basis (call Village Hall for details).  A Village-owned space 
for boat/RV storage has been considered in the past but never ap-
proved, primarily for liability reasons, but also for lack of appropriate 
Village-owned property.   

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com or 

910-949-4250.  

[LEFT]  Pictures of the Whispering Pines Marina were featured 

prominently in this sales brochure from 1963.  

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Established with a relatively small amount of land in 1965, Raven 
Rock has grown to 4,684 acres through parcel donations from pri-
vate companies like Burlington Industries and actions by the NC 
General Assembly. 

 

This is another park we visit frequently, second only to Weymouth 
Woods. There were quite a few cars in the parking lot when we 
arrived mid-morning. Signs at the entry to Campbell Creek Loop 
Trail warn that you should plan 3 ï 4 hours to complete this hike 

and be sure to bring 
water to stay hydrated. 
Itôs a little over 5 miles 
with a short spur that 
descends closer to the 
river with a gorgeous 
view across the Cape 
Fear. Standing on a bluff 
above the rushing water, 
we saw what I think was 
an eagle lift off a dead 
tree on the other side. It 
flew west until it was out 
of sight. This is an inter-

mediate hike with many elevation changes and lots of roots jutting 
out of the ground. The last time we got out for a substantial hike in 
October, the days had been unseasonably warm and the leaves 
remained green well into November. Since then, itôs been cold but 
exceedingly dry and many withered wheat-colored leaves are still 
clinging to their trees. We crossed paths with only one other hiker 
as we closed in on the end of the loop trail. 

 

The parkôs website states: ñRaven Rock State Park sits along the 
fall zone, an area where the hard, resistant rocks of the foothills 
give way to the softer rocks and sediments of the coastal plain. The 
underlying rocks of the area were formed more than 400 million 
years ago by intense heat and pressure.ò  December hikes in areas 
with so many deciduous trees offer the possibility of seeing things 
that hide in plain sight during summer and early fall. There are lots 
of rock outcrops dotting this forest. I was tempted to stop and stand 
near or on every one of them.  

 

Because weôve visited Raven Rock State Park often and have 
hiked this loop regularly, weôve started to recognize some of the 
more prominent features along the paths.  Weôre able to anticipate 

turns, changes in geography plus best places to stop to catch our 
breath. Weôve also utilized the mountain bike trails here which 
swing you around and through the most glorious patches of moun-
tain laurel. These bike paths have been extended over the past two 
years to include more technical runs. If you like mountain biking, 
this is a great spot to head with friends or family. 

 

For backpacking stalwarts, there is a primitive camp site off the 
Campbell Creek Loop that requires you to carry your gear in for 
overnights. And if you are RV fans, a new set of hook-up slots are 
waiting for you near the mountain bike area. 

 

These past number of years have brought on many waves of grief 
and reflection for me. My life shifted incredibly and slowed down in 
2016 when we relocated from the west coast to help care for my 
aging parents and then COVID hit two years ago. The deciduous 
forests are a good reminder that dormancy is part of the natural 
cycle of life and living.  Are any of you struggling with what feels like 
restraintðbut just might be a harkening back to something called 

rest ? 

Raven Rock State Park 
Visitor Center Parking 
3009 Raven Rock Road 
Lillington, NC 27546 
GPS: 35.4597, -78.9127 

Cove Falls River 
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Many of us look for local charities to support during the year.  
Whether itôs a monetary gift or offering tangible items for their 
shelves, these donations can help immensely. 
 
The Moore County Citizensô Pet Responsibility Committee (ñPRCò) 
is one that might be of interest to you as it was to me.  PRCôs focus 
is to reduce pet overpopulation through reduced-cost 
spay and neuter, along with outreach veterinary clinics 
and in-school programs.   
 
Pet overpopulation results in two outcomes:  1. Allowing 
cats and dogs to reproduce, often with little chance to 
find homes for the offspring and 2.  Pets being relin-
quished to shelters by owners who can no longer keep 
their animals or who no longer want them. This includes 
strays and feral animals picked up by Animal Ser-
vices.  Stats are kept primarily on dogs and cats, but other animals 
do end up at the county shelter such as horses, goats, rabbits, and 
even bats and opossums. 
 
Almost 3 million pets nationwide are put down annually.  For North 
Carolina, the annual figure is about 10,000. Intakes declined at the 
Moore County Animal Services in 2020ðbut these numbers include 
9 weeks of closure due to Covid protocols. Unfortunately, euthana-
sia numbers are holding steady over the past 6 years. Of the 1,932 
cat and dog intakes in 2020 by Moore County Animal Services, 689 
(36%) were euthanized.  
 
 

Along with funding from Moore County, PRC relies on businesses 
and individuals to help offset their costs and make vet services 
available to county residents. This includes animal medical exams, 
rabies shots, tick & flea preventatives, and the usual cat and dog 
vaccinations such as parvo, leukemia, and distemper. 
 

Many pets serviced by PRC during outreach days have 
had no vaccinations at all, to which rabies is the most 
important. A rabies 3-year shot costs about $10 at a low-
cost facility (also available at Moore County Animal Ser-
vices), and it is required in NC. This includes dogs, cats, 
and ferrets starting at 4 months of age.  
 
Spaying and neutering has the most impact on reducing 
unwanted and abandoned pets.  It is also the costliest of 

PRCôs programs.  70% of its budget goes towards promoting spay 
and neuter, helping people with paperwork to access these ser-
vices, holding Pet Care Days to sign up pets to be fixed, and trans-
porting pets from rural areas of Moore County to and from the 
Spay/Neuter Clinic in Vass. 
 
A $200 donation to PRC funds the neuter of one large dog (over 
75 lbs.) or spaying of two cats or vet fee subsidy for 40 pets at a 
óPet Care Dayô function.  PRC also happily accepts donations of 
unopened cat and dog food.  Visit PRC at https://mcprc.org 
 

Linda is looking for other local charitable endeavors to sup-
port and promote. Each organization featured in the Charity 
Spotlight column receives a $200 donation. Contact:  
LindaForWP@gmail.com. 

Spay & Neuter ñ A Pet Cause Contributed by Linda Vandercook 

CHARITY SPOTLIGHT 

mailto:LindaForWP@gmail.com
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in your 

wildlife observations and pho-

tographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

It has been relatively mild in the northeast so far, without much 
snow or serious Arctic cold.  Therefore, migrating birds havenôt 
been seen in great numbers in our area.  However, we still have 
plenty of birds around right now!   

 

I am cleaning the bird bath as well as refilling feeders just about 
daily.  Although there are still insects to be found, they are not near-
ly as abundant as they were a month or so ago, and natural food 
has been pretty much wiped out.  Until things really warm up at the 
end of March, I will be busy. 

 

During the local Audubon Christmas Bird Count in December, some 
57 species were documented in the Village by the assigned team of 
three observers.  The relatively warm weather kept numbers down 
this year.  The aforementioned migrants had yet to arrive.  There 
were good numbers of waterfowl scattered on local lakes and 
ponds:  Mallards, Bufflehead, Ring-necked Ducks, and Hooded 
Mergansers, as well as Double-crested Cormorant and Pied-billed 
Grebes.  All uncommon species here were located during the dayôs 
searching, but nothing rare turned up. 

 

Flocks of Robins and Cedar Waxwings are stripping hollies of their 
remaining berries.  In doing so, they get quite thirsty, so they will 
take advantage of the water sources in the yard.  But flocks of doz-
ens of individuals will drain the bird baths in no time.  Before much 
longer, we might be dealing with drunken birdsðthose that have 
eaten too many old and fermented berries and are running into 
windows.  They will recover if they do not hit too hard.  For some, it 
will be fatal either due to impact or being grabbed by a predator 
afterward.  Again, to reduce the likelihood of window strikes, con-
sider using a product like De-Bird Deterrent. 

 

This is the time of the 
season to keep an eye 
out for Northern Orioles 
(historically referred to as 
Baltimore Orioles).  They 
have been known to turn 
up in the villageðI host-
ed two during the winter 
of 2007.  Orioles used to 
winter in numbers here in 
the Sandhills some years 

ago.  They could be found in the old part of Southern Pines where 
large evergreen trees and shrubs could be found.  Baltimore Ori-
oles need thick cover to hide from predators such as hawks 
(Coopers and Sharp-shinneds).  Their bright yellowish-orange color 

and larger size puts them at a distinct disadvantage.   In fact, the 
last time that I had orioles in the yard, they moved on after being 
spooked one too many times by a Cooperôs Hawk. 

 

Residents on and around 
Spring Valley Lake should 
keep an eye out for River 
Otters.  According to Mary 
and Wendell Brande, there 
has been regular otter activ-
ity in the area.  This is not 
that unusual.  These cute 
furry critters have been 
found on this side of Whis-
pering Pines in the past.  
Given their nocturnal habits, 
they are often overlooked.   
I remember not only spotting them along the edge of the lake from 
time to time but seeing their slides in the snow on the Blue Lake 
dam during the winter.  If they are not significantly disturbed by 
people or pets, they are likely to continue to call the area home. 

 

Greta Nintzel has had nocturnal glimpses of the piebald White-
tailed deer on her game camera.  This individual has been around 
the eastern side of the village for some time.  It is a doe that is in a 
herd that can be seen on the CCWP golf course and around 
Thagard Lake.  Should you happen to spot this beautiful creature, 
you will see an unmistakable mix of brown and white fur.  

 

Last but not least, anyone who really enjoys keeping tabs on his 
feeder birds should consider participating in the annual Great Back-
yard Bird Count (Feb. 18-21).  You need not be an expert birder to 
count, nor do you need to spend a lot of time counting.  Go to 
http://birds.audubon.org/great-backyard-bird-count to learn more.  
You can explore the international results in óclose to real timeô at 
the website.  North Carolina will surely be in the top ten states re-
porting once again.  You can feel free to contact me if you have 
any questions, too. 

 

http://birds.audubon.org/great-backyard-bird-count



