FireRescue Calls Return to®ogid Levels

The final tabulations for the Whispering i 2 021 st at s -@owice ma Wogk aftegcpmpleting thedgsplation proto-
Pines Fire/Rescue Department activities@are u can see the nauobers bhe thhi €¢fhag ai,
complete, showing that medical and fire son testing positive with symptoms, but

emergency calls are back up-togwid The chief pointed out that there is a sigoing in a good direction, and will be back
year levels. Total calls in 2020 were 675jificant decrease in vehicle accidents {the  wor k next week. 0
2021 it was 877, a rise of nearly 30% e |owest in 6 years), attributing some of that

chart, page 6). to the installation of the stop signs at Niambdin disclosed that he does not have

, ~_agaraCarthage and Airport Roads, Ni&gy statistical data on any village employ-
Calls in 2020 were much lower than in 2 8Carthage and Farm Life School ~ ees regarding their vaccination situation.

(822) because Moore County made the Road, Niaga@arthage and Vass AwWe have not taken a
decision to stop responding to medical carthage Roads, and Farm Life and g€ their vaccination status. We are follow-
emergencies when Covid came out. The®a r t hage . fi Up u ningguidancedfrem qurgmginicipgl k@a r o |

fore, Whispering PjddR s hakel@fsiof ighstaly NMeeutcedcauhty governments, etc. They
call numbers went frod@@er month to  these intersections. Injuries have have taken different approaches. If guide-
only 5 per mont8. Jfigfg€dwas an an olims brynandates come down, we will pro-
2021 was more typical, o Chief Ri ch dealsdeordingly. Butat this point we have
din said. A few of our firefighters have had Coviapot implemented anything that would re-

. _ related absenéesne of the paime QUi re a vaccination
Lambdin conti nued. perséhMéis ddpifilizei BLR dndiswap 9 © N
the same staffing levels as for theast 3tg recovery. Adirhe person was out

years. The 7abipm shifthas2people over the holidays, but was a ficlose c
(one fulime, one paitne). From1lpm t act/ no sympt oms b ac
ul

7am, itostimgpersenr al |y a I Inside this Issue
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Twenty boat owners and 50 volunteers helped make the Spring Valley Decem@EH&EaS{OIEQIFLI 16
Rides successful once again. The pontoons, many with festive lights, carried EREGARY IV 25

the mild weather. There were 346 donSRLRCEYEYS 15
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$200 donated for park lighting and ex-
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FRER Large Item Pickup

The village offers a Large Item Pickup twice-elyezry
and August. Large item collection means that certain items &,
such as mattresses, appliances, furniture and electronics that
cannot fit into a garbage can or that need special handling,
will be picked up by appointment on Mondays during the
month of February.

There is a maximum capacity and preference will be given
early callers. To schedule a large item pickup, contact Villg
Hall at 910.949.3141 x11.

Call on Friday, Pick up on Monday,
February 4 February 7
February 11 February 14 B LK | EM PC P
an vy , BULKY ITEM PICKU
February 18 February 21

Attention New Residents!

A free welcome packet is Javailable at the V
for all new residents ¢f Whispering Pines
nei ghborhoods (Arrowstone|l] Foxcroft, Herons

Newbury Ridge, Princess |Gate, Royal Woods,
Summer field, Whisper Grovp, Whispering Wind
Whi spering Woods) .

Vill age Hall hddr 0amr;e MB| 30 a. m.

Sponsored by ‘%spers
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Village Council Work Session Highlights
January 5, 2022

All Council members were present: Mayor Glenn Bernhard, for professional and personal standards.

Mayor Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and She will make the online link available to

Linda Vandercook. Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, council and staff.

Village Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Admin- f  Mr. Conway referred back to the Code of

istrator. Ethics, and that they should adhere to it.
AWe should |l et voter

Village Staff /Agenda Items crossed the line. o

§ An improvement for agendadtstasdardization of forms,

Council Items

8

. = ; T ' 1 Mr. Bob Zschoche (from the audience)
how it came to Council, including a justification, cost/benefit, sugoested addi ction 9 of the cod
funding source, and therefore see 9 g r}§’3§en|everﬁen?()

| : :
proposal, was discussed and accepted for future use. on n%(.ma .reqat.lons.. o _
The new auditor for the village will be at the regular Council For other media situations including interviews, the

. . . mayor i s the O6one Vvoice:
Collesion rates, unassigned fund balance, and oher tems, 2l of Council and the decision () rerteete
' ' ) note: The official Facebc
Customer Satisfaction Suddgd until January 26 work does not allow public con
session. B Mayor Bernhard clarifie
Annexation of land with town of Vass, continued discussion residents of Whispering
of redrawing lines at the Major Sands subdivision. Will dis- | want to make sure we are saying the same thing to
cuss further with a map revision presented at January 26 ét hat newspaper. | neve
work session. individual rights for Freedom of Speech. What both-

ers me the most is the liability that could be brought
towards the Village. Never did | say that people
could not report on whai
We are very transparent
thought that the situation was blown out of proportior

_ _ _ (alluding to a column run in The Pilot). He wants to
Motion to prevent reintroduction Seaséd®to prevent kick aroundo these ide.

the reintroduction of a failed substantive motion for a time,
but it is in order only when made immediately following the

substantive motiondés def ea tl\/lngProrTngadrEaadgisbe%%‘ognﬁil
|

Dealt with Council Rules of Prodezharge of language,
operating procedures, code of ethics for newly elected coun-
cil members, and other housekeeping items.

Discuss screening materials and standards for backyards.

hat there were .
o B

receive at | east 2/ 3 of th§mb %’“&Sn'rl:”j]e godage,of the .
. . and 8, regarding fenCe heights, materials fof screening, e
Media relations It was decided that Ms. Christopher will send potential lan-
R  Mayor Bernhard explainedstuil medies guage corrections to the Planning and Zoning Board for thei
regarded as the Onew t ofMewsquared, that Council
has to be careful how it is used, and not violate
open meeting | aws. AWe are never to attack
someoneds freedom of NdkOMIKk Besson Mekting! Svednesdag, Qanuar?/ F6\V¥eom.
donét want (potential) I|liability to the vil age.
ités i mportant that we address (how to use a per -
sonal soci al media page) it. o He went on to say

that the NC School of Government said it was a
smart thing to do and it is happening in other parts
of the state.

1 Ms. Roberts said that the city of Durham
has put together a policy which outlines
everything in the law and is clearly written



Village Council Highlights
January 11, 2022

All council members present, staff members included Rich Lanidary Jane Barrenger of Fairway Lane also questioned the
din, Village Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Great er si tuati on, construct.i
ham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director,an@d qui et pl ac e(éBndei tl irnkoet e:t thh

Jason Graham, Police Chief. There were approximately 11intheo ni ng had si mi |l ar concerns
gallery. ing and did not recommend t
Village Auditor _ Report from the Village Manager
The new auditor, Ken Anderson, gave a presentation on thege MaM.ambdin verified that the work to be conducted on Pine
topics regarding the Vil l agel@k Danildedin the yéal willdeglir@baokadf the wa-
§ General Fund Balance, which had a large increase ter, but assured residents
R Tax increase +$400k the last t|m?. . . _
R Sales tax +$190k 8§ There are five new parking spaces in the rear of Village Hall

Lighting improvements are being researched.

: : 0 .
§ Tax coIIectlon.rate. is very close to 100 /°. (excluding carg ahtEIode enforcement activities were mainly on citing trailer viol
real estate which is not handled by the village) tions (11)

8§ Mr. Anderson remarked that the books, kept by Financ% Ofs . o .
X . o The American Rescue Plan (ARP) which is scheduled to giv
2czr iC'de tGr;’:\ h;T’ W?ehgé)od 3";“6}'V'Talged'eH§ slsoﬁ r apb)roxir%nately $500krto the Village dthis ear is %héafgi%g itsr

g SUIdeq\i)’ng oh ho%vlt'ot ufednd ﬁmds, off rindjw?der exi iIiE'y.

e

e

no new debt for the year,andneocvgrendi t ur es e ] . :
on to say that Whispering Ej;’ﬁ) r’sthe\ﬁ%#Ssare getl)ng srgoguredl b%/ V|Il<rag,|e ateﬂft(‘l.?’?é

It was noted that this is the first time a village auditor has n?del%ere have been 14 Skate Park permits issued. 254 qolf car
presentation at a Village Council meeting. permits and 1102 boat permits P ’ 9

Consent Agenda New Business
Council approved the Village Memorial Committee memberé' ﬁﬁ&)

i . e [ amendments:
Eﬁﬁreaux’ Roy Cochrun, Rich Crotty, Eileen Giglio and H%nl{ he N.C. Department of Transportation is distributing more

than $143.1 million in State Street Aid to Municipalities, also
known as Powell Bill funds, to 509 municipalities statewide.

Public Hearings A ) : ! .
§ Two of the three public hearings elicited comments from re\le-hISperIng Pines has received $54,817. This can be spent

dents in the gallery. Thé fiostezone 4.4 acres in the ETJ road improvements, maintenance equipment, culverts, strip-
: ) o : ings, etc. Council pass@ddbrecognize these monies re-

Foxcroft Road from R/S (residential single family) to R/A ;

(residential/agricultural). The owner expressed that he Warﬁ%'(yed'

his entire lot to be zoned under one definition rather thah tvignergency Action Plan (EAP) for mid to high hazard dams

His neighbor had no objection. (Blue/Spring Valley/Thaghlely requirements from the

state necessitate inundation mapping, therefore the need for

updating the current EAP. Withers/Ravenel, a civil and envi:

ronmental engineering firm (Cary), will be tasked with the up

dating, charging the village $24,600 plus $1400 for additiona

expenses.

§ The second hearing was
a quest to get 3.5 acres of
land on Fairway Drive, cur-
rently zoned REC
(recreational) to R/A by its
new owner. Three neighbor$oth amendments were approed, 5
were opposed, citing concerns
about the displacement of
wildlife and l\}eQ[
beauty, as well as continued
development in the village.

reegullaracgu%c(ﬁ %eetri]ng: tFéJbFugry} 9 at 6pm, Village Hall.

Cindy Graham, Village
Finance Officer



Village News and Updates

The minutes from the Village Council meetings and the monthly

Village Managerdéds reports prd dinfor
actions taken by the Village. Sometimes those actions lead to

further activity in the Vill not r
meetings, and sometimes proj requi
action. Hereds an update on want

LS C. A SN >
Blue Horse Markdormerly known as Matthews Market, hasal he for mer Bl ue Horse Mar k¢
new owner and will soon have a new name. This property, located
at the corner of Va&arthage and Niag@athage roads, has
been the focus of community life for the last century. Stu Rowley is o o
the new owner. A resident of Whispering Pines for 10 year§ih#vo law suits filed about acddssnimingbird Larere
originally from Alaska, he arrived here via the Air Force and#iéing action by the Cherrys.
Army. Rowley has watched this community grow, but thinks op-
tions for residents have not kept up with the growth. His goal is to

turn the property into a neighborhood business that will berleft al S © met hi ng going on i n Wh
generations of the community. Plans for the project will be H&séht- l'i ke to know more abo
ed to the Planning and Zoning Board and to the Village Cothé&lYor 2 " Swer your question. O
raview. wpnewpi tgh.@ginyablel WCeo ne a n . find
Have you noticed that construction has stopped at the corn rorV S y o 3 hfott hcehra ts aapn dt hato runs

Sullivan Drive and Route&2oss from Food Lion? The builder® '
is seeking annexation of the property into Southern Pines ip-atdar
to have water service for the homes being built.

Big Garage on Lakeview

The Village filed an order of abatement to correct the struc
(garage) that is higher than Village ordinances allow. This
that the court would review all paper work and procedures
the Village. If all the proper steps and notifications have beg
done, the owner would be notified to bring the garage into
ance within a time frame determined by the court, enabling
Village to correct or remove the structure. The owner of thq
ty at 129 Lakeview Drive has filed a motion to dismiss the
plaint. This motion should be heard in Superior Court befoq
end of February.

Theskate pads up and running although the weather has re b

duced use. Fourteen permits have been issued. The poliq

monitoring.

The setip okurveillance cameras several parks is waiting fg

installation of electric service.

The new building@arolinaWaterhoul d be i n QUALITY. TRUST. SERVICE

Bridge Road by the end of January.
Constructiontbie bridge on Lakeview Drsreould begin Janu- 9 1 0_947-2962
ary 10. The fiber optic cable that the Village knew nothing
has been rerouted. Traffic will be detoured for approximat
NC LIC. 31451  CARTHAGE, NC

months.
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Fire Rescue Department

Demand for Service by Call Type

2019 2020 Dec 2021 Total 2021
Type of Call m % m % m % 4 %
Medical 526 64 365 54 43 59 576 66
Building Fire 105 13 102 15 10 14 109 12
Outside Fire 26 3 21 3 9 12 65 7
Fire Alarm 51 6 57 8 3 4 42 5
Service Call 27 3 26 4 5 7 37 4
Vehicle Accident 62 8 40 6 2 3 21 2
Storm Damage 1 42 6 1 1 12 1
Investigation >1 6 1 0 0 6 1
Hazardous Condition 10 1 12 2 0 0 6 1
Aircraft Emergency >1 >1 0 0 0 0
Vehicle Fire >1 >1 0 0 0 0
Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

(Continued from page 1) The chart above shows the significant decrease in service demands during the Covid surge

how requirements have returned to, and exceeded

, Hpaseénypceyears.

The New Pitch Housing Repo|rt

The foll owing table shows
pending and closings in V
ing Pines ar ea-Casr oshovan Ri
sociation of REALTORS, Mu
not include homes for sal
by Broker [/ REALTOR, Ti m M
Whispering Pines Market Data

Homes for Sale 1 January 1, 2022

Homes Pending 13 January 1, 2022

Homes sold 14 December-31, 2021

Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2021: 189*

*Total homes sold has been adjusted for data correction.

/hi spering
brg i tohnea | MiAds -

Pi nes

l'tiple Listina
e by
enj ol

S

Accomplishments/Miscellaneous

and

rvice.

|l i stings
t he

§ Probationary FF/EMT Alex Logwood successfully com-
pleted his-Bonth probationary period and has been

t h ereqlpesifigd 0 FFEMT. 1 o me

Whi s p

It di
provi



Police Department

The nevBKATE PARIS up and running. Like any other park Incident Type DEC 2021 YTLO
the police review park actliBurgldryy t hroughout ®©Dhe dmay.
chec_king to make sure park users have theﬁuﬂﬂt?rgmd Larceny _ 1 18
sticker, and are wearing tjhe appropriate safety gea
Graham explained in a recelpV@daismter vi ew. ADding %o
a burden in any way, 0 the |CBsaukf conti nued. 1 A We 69 |
once the weather |mproves!(‘)Frauol 5 46
Two warning violations have been issued for use of the pal kcs%linance Violations:
nonresidents.
Dog at Large (warning) 1 39
Dog at Large (civil penalty) 0 5
Barking dog (warning) 0
IDENTITY THERTSstill a common Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0
problem across the US. If you aj@ i .
targeted, donét e 1o CPgr%V{olgtlgnts (warning) 6 157
the WP Police Department. Chid Park violations (civil penalty) 0 2
Graham reminds residents they J roshmry Righitway (warning) 6 156
pick up free brochures at the sta o Righifway (civil penalty) 0 23
that outline steps to prevent Ide Golf cart violations (warning) 0 18
Fraud and what to do if your ide
has been stolen.
Police Statistics 2021
MONTH | INCIDENTY ARRESTS (fHRARREggS ACCIDENT$ WARNINGS g’:ﬁgg\g CITATIONS cC:LT:FIcI;OE'\é Sgl'}"s'\’éué\m‘(s Bé’fE'NCiSSS
Januafy 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 5 4 352 918
Februhry2s 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989
Mar c N 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,04
Apr i 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,02
May 24 4 4 1 103 118 53 74 354 1, 114
June 21 9 16 4 88 97 67 88 432 990
July 12 8 11 0 107 127 69 91 512 1,06
Augus|t 12 7 11 0 88 102 42 53 539 1,08
Septenbeg?2 4 11 4 93 104 74 101 431 954
Octobler 17 3 5 1 126 150 73 100 276 1,07
NovemHer21 6 8 9 77 8 4 56 75 260 891
Decemfer 20 8 14 4 6 4 74 6 4 92 302 1,11
TOTALl 241 70 112 33 , 114 1,274 725 1,00 4,509 12,26

see



now part
. of our golf

S Jelcome Q/&m@/

Penick Village is a unique life plan community offering independent
living, assisted living, skilled nursing, memory support care, and long
and short term therapy services. With an uncompromising commitment
to residents throughout the aging process, we are wholly dedicated to

supporting each person at their highest level of independence and to PENI CK

growing older, better.
VILLAGE

Homes and Apartments Now Available! Please schedule a tour by calling 910.692.0386
500 East Rhode Island Avenue | Southern Pines, North Carolina | 28387 | PenickVillage.org
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Benjamin Bessette Knows Crape Myrtles

With over 20 years in the landscape garderks best in formal gardens. The gagh
ing business, Benjamin Bessette of Pineat S CC has a ni cel§®
Ridge Drive loves to trim and get lovely / ‘
blooms on crape myrtles. His mission iBssette explains that if it is your first {/Jes
enable more of the flowering trees to presimming, you start by determining the
duce more blooms. height of the top center of the plant (or
imaginary center line if the tree has no
To Trim or Not to Trim? middle trunk). The flower blooms will g
ably be three to five feet taller. Cut thd
AiYes, trim your c rcenpeeoftheylart, hrel then trimAg thig
least, clean them of all the small stems 8itiks, rounding over to the new top to
weak branches. Trim the branches thataemte a gumdrop shape.
too low, too wide or too high. This is what
was done to improve the 59 crape myrtl&ssDo not make bl un
on the Memori al Cafussveewayy cduatm,soh ohuel dy
gins. 45°. The long edge of the cut should |
on the top of the branch. Cut everythi
Trees left untrimmed will have more treegsmaller than a pencil, any old stub ends,
and less flower. Crape myrtles only bloand try to eliminate any rubbing branchgse finish cut is usually made leaving four
on new growth; you can control where tiidiseew cuts should be flush, leaving nao eight inches of the final stem. This pro-
new growth flower blooms will be. Craprew stubs. Trim off the weaker stems @ndes a gradual taper of the trunks and
myrtles areno6t @ arbranches lindl yol avefonlystie Yestagpafchds fronddal to year.
theyodore abl e t o e xbranchesdachteddidg withuatsingleaimt s from t he
sand that they need, although Benjamin Make Your Crape Myrtles Bloom Twice
does throw a fistful of fertilizeronthemécAvoi d t he voi ds. I f the plant has a
casionally. He also reminds us that a swpsn gap between branches, try to leaBessette recommends deada d i n g .
location is important. If the crapes are saMy promising stem that might grow to filants have bloomed out before the end of
rounded by lots of pines, the blooms wiltte void. Strong shoots from the bottoruly and are forming seeds, cut off every
reduced. work best. o flower head. Most plants vialboen by
September. If possible, thead again in
Bessette claims that next year, and evesyrly winter to prevenstoem damage.
year thereafter, the shaping is easier. Mur phy 6s Law dictate
AfUse the method obeetedranghlkesawdches
then shaping. Work up from the bottom to
the top of each trunk. Trim off the smaltinally, a major-tuatck may be necessary
and the weak. The end of eachbranchra f t er several years.
should have a number of stems that flowy-a reasonable height for trimming and the
ered and the st ub blbom®downlwhesetyouad 8njoPthems Ih
Reduce this all down to one singlestem.s wort h the effort.
This is the hard part. You have to think
and make decisions. Save theone stefix a mpl es of Bessett e
that is the strongest, or the one thatis Par k, Camel |l i a Par k,
farthest away from the best stems of theream Park, Nealon Park, Village Hall staff
surrounding branches. Try to keep theparking lot, Spring Valley Lake Park, and
one growing upward and outward. Thehe following yards along Pine Ridge Drive:
cut off the ot her 4884e189519& 197, 199, 8261t 217yafAda I

ATrim to make t he sttruebe. sy mmet ri cal oaxnd, All have had B
bal anced, o he went on. ATrunks andshdpihgaeﬂpérﬁbe.

es should be clean and tapered. Dondot trim

to the same spot every year which will cre- Note: Wear safety glasses and leather

ate amonkey fistThat style, calledllard, gloves.



O U r H IStO ry By Bob Zschoche

Boating in Whispering Pines

As we endure the chills of January, let us dream of warmer d&yhispering Pines Marina

ahead by looking back at the boating opportunities of the pasf, 1961, Hardee built eséullice Marina on Thagard Lake locatec

at the east end of the lake, adjacent to-Sagfaage Road.

The Marina offered complete marine sales and service with a t

launch ramp, gasoline pumps and covered storage for boats. £
ppeared in The Pilot newspaper on July 19, 1962, offering de

a%t_ion rides at the Whispering Pines Marina.

The developer of Whispering Pines had a grénaotisiay
would the Village have golf courses, but aledevasel activi-
ties. Thagard was the only existing lake, Hardee dug and bui
dams for five additional lakes: Spring Valley, Pine, Fly Rod, Sh
ow and Whisper. Waterfront lots were more valuable to sell.

When Hardee sold the Village water system to Carolina Water
vice, Inc., in 1979, the Marina property was included in the sals
The Marina office became the Whispering Pines local office fol
To enable access to the lakes for homeownelekeffnomt water company. Residents could walk in and pay their water b
|l ot s, Hardee designed what thiglocatork nown as O6boat | anesé.
were strips of land, twenty feet wide, from the road down to the
water. The thought was these lanes could be used by residents to
launch boats. Because the building was bui
oped with the foundatithre building was sinking into the lake.
Carolina Water attempted to repair the problem but failed to ge
As with many of Har deeds pl appreval oftha $tateeDars Safety Offica. Thet repair was deem
vision. Hardee did not have the money to clear these lanes aath unauthorized repair to a dam. CWS moved the local office f
develop them into viable boat ramps. In addition, adjacent prdiperty Charlotte in 2010. In June 2011, the Village purchased
owners were not enthused about such activity next to their baatoperty, demolished the building and the boat storage sheds,
yard. converted the area into parking area. The boat ramp was takel
of service.

Whispering Pines Boat Lanes

There was no zoning at that time, so when adjacent property own-

ers offered to purchase these boat lanes, Hardee took the maféyspering Pines Boat Storageesent day
Thagard had 4 lanes, Spring Valley and Shadow had one ea%'()alt:

Rod, Pine and Whisper had no boat lanes. Over time, all bo
lanes were absorbed into adjacent residential lots.

Igtorage within the Village is governed by various ordinant
he Village provides limited boat storage at most lakefront par

a permit basis (call Village Hall for details). -8vWikaggpace

for boat/RV storage has been considered in the past but never

proved, primarily for liability reasons, but also for lack of appro

Villageowned property.

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-
dents and may be contactdmbhrschoche@msn.@rm

9109494250.
LEFT] Pictures of the Whisper
prominently in this sales broc
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- —— Raven Rock State Park
TA KE A .HI Kt Visitor Center Parking

3009 Raven Rock Road
Lillington, NC 27546

By Greta Nintzel GPS: 35.45978.9127

Established with a relatively small amount of land in 1965, R&v@rchanges in geography plus best places to stop to catch ot
Rock has grown to 4,684 acres through parcel donations florm g@iat h. Wedve also utilized
vate companies like Burlington Industries and actions by tr&\W@ you around and through the most glorious patches of mot
General Assembly. tain laurel. These bike paths have been extended over the past
years to include more technical runs. If you like mountain biking,
this is a great spot to head with friends or family.
This is another park we visit frequently, second only to Weymouth
Woods. There were quite a few cars in the parking lot when we
arrived mighorning. Signs at the entry to Campbell Creek Lé®)s backpacking stalwarts, there is a primitive camp site off the
Trail warn that you should plahm)urs to complete this hike Campbell Creek Loop that requires you to carry your gear in for
' 1and be sure to bring  overnights. And if you are RV fans, a new setpflaiskare
water to stay hydrated. waiting for you near the mountain bike area.
ltés a little over 5 miles
with a short spur that
descends closer to the These past number of years have brought on many waves of gri
8 river with a gorgeous  and reflection for me. My life shifted incredibly and slowed down
8| view across the Cape 2016 when we relocated from the west coast to help care for my
8l Fear. Standing on a blu#ging parents and then COVID hit two years ago. The deciduous
above the rushing watefprests are a good reminder that dormancy is part of the natural
> CAMPBELL CREEK ¥ we saw what | think wasgycle of life and living. Are any of you struggling with what feels
' LOOP TRAIL B an eagle lift off a dead restraid but just might be a harkening back to something called
<+ RAVEN ROCK @ tree on the other side. Itest?
LOOP TRAIL i flew west until it was out
A et TS G S 1 of sight. This is an inter-
mediate h|ke Wlth many eIevatlon changes and lots of roots
out of the ground. The last time we got out for a substantialj
October, the days had been unseasonably warm and the gt =
remained green well into NBE&EE
exceedingly dry and many withereccologatl leaves are still |
clinging to their trees. We crossed paths with only one othe
as we closed in on the end of the loop trail. ik

The par kosi Reewern tRo sk a3teast: ¢
fall zone, an area where the hard, resistant rocks of the foofs #
give way to the softer rocks and sediments of the coastal p
underlying rocks of the area were formed more than 400 m
years ago by i ntDecemsberhikes in dreajiss
with so many deciduous trees offer the possibility of seeingjes
that hide in plain sight during summer and early fall. There ==
of rock outcrops dotting this forest. | was tempted to stop aj
near or on every one of them. -

~and
e st aCrOtVeed Ftad IrSed?dg\/neurze
he paths. Webre able t

Because wedve visited Raven
hi ked this | oop regularly, we
more prominent features along
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CHARI TY SPOTLI GHT

Spay & Neutar A Pet Cause Contributed by Linda Vandercook

Many of us look for local charities to support during the year.Ajong with funding from Moore County, PRC relies on business
Whet her itds a monetary gi fahdiRilidufstd heIp dfiseCtheit RAsGhdnbk® vet sbriides
shelves, these donations can help immensely. available to county residents. This includes animal medical exal

o _rabies shots, tick & flea preventatives, and the usual cat and do
The Moore County Citizens?d \BeRihatioRsesScR & Patvb, Reikbnlial ahd disefipi t t e e
is one that might be of interest to you as it was to me
is to reduce pet overpopu.lation through-mnced Many pets serviced by PRC during outreach days have
Spay and neuter, along with outreach veterinary had no vaccinations at all, to which rabies is the most
and irschool programs. important. A rabiege®ir shot costs about $10 at-a low
cost facility (also available at Moore County Animal Sel
vices), and it is required in NC. This includes dogs, cat:
and ferrets starting at 4 months of age.

Pet overpopulation results in two outcomiémuing
cats and dogs to reproduce, often with little cha
find homes for the offspring aRdt&.being relin-

quished to shelters by owners who can no longt Spaying and neutering has the most impact on reducin

their animals or who no longer want them. This unwanted and abandoned pets. It is also the costliest

strays and feral animals picked up by Animal Ser- PRCOGS programs. 70% of its

vices.Stats are kept primarily on dogs and cats, but other anga@ieuter, helping people with paperwork to access these ser-

do end up at the county shelter such as horses, goats, rabbitgcagdholding Pet Care Days to sign up pets to be fixed, and trz

even bats and opossums. porting pets from rural areas of Moore County to and from the
o ) ) Spay/Neuter Clinic in Vass.

Almost 3 million pets nationwide are put down annually. For North

Carolina, the annual figure is about 1Lakis declined at the ' A $200 donation to PRC funds the neuter of one large dog (ove

Moore County Animal Services i& BOR(hese numbers includezs |bs.) or spaying of two cats or vet fee subsidy for 40 pets at ¢

9 weeks of closure due to Covid protocols. Unfortunately, eufhigna-t Car e Day6 function. PR

sia numbers are holding steady over the past 6 years. Of thqh&$ened cat and dog food. Visit PRC at https:/mcprc.org

cat and dog intakes in 2020 by Moore County Animal Services, 689

(36%) were euthanized.

Linda is |l ooking for other |
port and promot e. Each organ
Spotlight column receives a
LindaFor WP@gmail . com
Euthanasia Counts - Moore County Animal Services
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@hﬁf v iD @S by Susan Campbell

It has been relatively mild in the northeast so far, without mactd larger size puts them at a distinct disadvantage. In fact, the
show or serious Arctic c ol tasttimeThhtéhadkoriaes ia the yard, they anbvedog after baing
been seen in great numbers in our area. However, we stillBageo o k ed one t oo many ti mes b\
plenty of birds around right now!

Residents on and arou
| am cleaning the bird bath as well as refilling feeders just aBpuing Valley Lake sho
daily. Although there are still insects to be found, they are rikeapeaneye out for Rivg
ly as abundant as they were a month or so ago, and naturaldtteds. According to M4
has been pretty much wiped out. Until things really warm uprad #vendell Brande, th
end of March, | will be busy. has been regular otter g

ity inthe area. Thisis not

that unusual. These cu
During the local Audubon Christmas Bird Count in Decembéuyigoonitters have been
57 species were documented in the Village by the assignedftesrd of this side of W
three observers. The relatively warm weather kept numberpeamgnPines in the pas
this year. The aforementioned migrants had yet to arrive. Thigan their nocturnal h
were good numbers of waterfowl scattered on local lakes atidey are often overlooked.
ponds: Mallards, Buffleheadn@eigd Ducks, and Hooded | remember not only spotting them along the edge of the lake fro
Mergansers, as well as Daublted Cormorant and-Biketl time to time but seeing their slides in the snow on the Blue Lake
Grebes. Al'l uncommon s p e c idangdurihgethe wintev.elfrthey aremaet signiéicentlyddisturlbed lay
searching, but nothing rare turned up. people or pets, they are likely to continue to call the area home.

Flocks of Robins and Cedar Waxwings are stripping hollies Gf¢ft@iNintzel has had nocturnal glimpses of the piebald White
remaining berries. In doing so, they get quite thirsty, so thetailélll deer on her game camera. This individual has been arour
take advantage of the water sources in the yard. But flockstbédmstern side of the village for some time. Itis a doe that is ir
ens of individuals will drain the bird baths in no time. Befordenddhat can be seen on the CCWP golf course and around
longer, we might be dealing with drunké&thbisdghat have  Thagard Lake. Should you happen to spot this beautiful creatur
eaten too many old and fermented berries and are running yaa will see an unmistakable mix of brown and white fur.
windows. They will recover if they do not hit too hard. For some, it
will be fatal either due to impact or being grabbed by a predator
afterward. Again, to reduce the likelihood of window strikesl.ashbut not least, anyone who really enjoys keeping tabs on his
sider using a product lik@&ioek Deterrent. feeder birds should consider participating in the annual Great Be
yard Bird Count (Feb218 You need not be an expert birder to
count, nor do you need to spend a lot of time counting. Go to
This is the time of the  http://birds.audubon.org/dp@eityarthirdcountolearn more.
seasontokeepaneye You can explore the internat.
out for Northern Orioles the website. North Carolina will surely be in the top ten states re
(historically referred to agporting once again. You can feel free to contact me if you have
Baltimore Orioles). Theyany questions, too.
have been known to turn
up in the villagyé host-

ed two during the winter Local ornithologist
of 2007. Orioles used to Campbell is interes
wildlife obserfqvatio

winter in numbers here in
the Sandhills some years
ago. They could be found in the old part of Southern Pines wh
large evergreen trees and shrubs could be found. Baltimore O
oles need thick cover to hide from predators such as hawks
(Coopers and Shatpnneds). Their bright yell@réstge color

tographs.
She can be reached

(910)5v85 or
susan@ncaves. ¢om
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