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ñThe New Pitchò staff photos. 

A single-engine plane crashed during the early evening hours of February 9 at Moore 
County Airport.   Neither the pilot, Pinehurst resident Mark Craig, nor his passenger sus-
tained injuries.  
 
As reported by WRAL News, ñthe Federal Aviation Administration said the nose gear of a 
single-engine Cirrus SR22 collapsed after the plane landed around 5:50 p.m.ò  It is thought 
that the pilot caught a downdraft causing the crash. The plane did not catch on fire even 
though the grass around it ignited. Airport staff immediately called all Fire, rescue vehi-
cles  and necessary personnel. The plane is domiciled at the Moore County Airport and 
was returning home from a trip from further north in North Carolina. 
 
The FAA continues to investigate the cause of the crash. 

Village Council has begun outlining phases 

in creating the village park located at the 

end of  Hardee Lane.  See Village Council 

Retreat Highlights on page 5. 

Park Planning Underway 
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The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attend-
ed by Chris Bishop, Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, Dean Kalles 
(Alternate), and Ken Riggsbee (Alternate). Shane Stauffer (Chair) 
and George Venet were absent.  Linda Christopher, Zoning Admin-
istrator, was also present.   
 
Because of Chairperson Staufferôs absence, Deb Castle was ap-
pointed Vice Chair unanimously. 
 
Update from Zoning Administrator  
§ Ms. Christopher reported that Council is still looking into the 

process for appointing new members of Village boards as well 
as streamlining the dates of service. 
 

New Business 
The balance of the meeting pertained to reviewing and recom-
mending changes to the current Land Development Ordinance 
(LDO) regarding landscape screening standards and materials for 
residential properties. This involves the screening of boats, trailers, 
pool accessory buildings, tanks, and other items in backyards. 
Fencing styles and height, as well as natural materials like shrubs 
and trees, were all discussed. 

There were several concerns, including which screening items 
would require permits, how to deal with residents with potentially 
ónon-conformingô situations if certain changes were made, and how 
much of a burden changes could entail. 
 
Mr. Kalles cautioned re-doing sections of the LDO if only a very few 
people ran counter to the current LDO framework. ñWe donôt want 
to punish everybody for one personôs situation,ò he submitted.  
However, Ms. Castle pointed out that éòpeople are fearful of their 
house values.  The ideal would be to have a storage area for their 
vehicles, toys, etc., but the village doesnôt have the space.ò 
 
With several language changes agreed upon, Ms. Christopher will 
make the changes discussed and present it to the P&Z Board for 
continued review at the February meeting.  From there, it will go to 
the Village Council for their discussion and possible acceptance (or 
rejection). 
 
Next Meeting:  February 16 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 

Planning & Zoning Highlights 

January 19, 2022 

Glass Recycling Challenge 
Moore County Solid Waste Department is excited to announce a 
new initiative with Strategic Materials, Inc. (SMI) for glass recycling 
in Moore County. SMI has offered to make a sizable contribution to 
a local Moore County non-profit, Northern Moore Family Resource 
Center (NMFRC), if Moore Countyôs residents can reach a goal of 
collecting 70 Tons of glass bottles, jugs, and jars before April 22, 
2022 (Earth Day).  
 
Donations are accepted at all seven collection sites including Route 
22 and 15/501--Hillcrest/Carthage 5361 US Hwy 15-501, Carthage. 
 
SMI also provided a hand-painted glass recycling container depict-
ing several North Carolina landscape images. This container will be 
located at the Aberdeen Collection Facility.   ñWe are excited to 

support the expansion 
of Moore Countyôs glass 
recycling program for 
residents,ò said Strate-
gic Materials Regional 
Sourcing Manager, Tom 
Syre. ñThe glass from 
this program will be 
recycled at our facility in 
Wilson to make new products in North Carolina. Our partnership is 
a representation of the collective good that comes from a communi-
ty united. Giving to a program that helps others is our way of saying 
óthank youô to the people of Moore County.ò 
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Tree Board Highlights 

                  January 21, 2022 

Members present--John Bowman, Chair, Caroline Krom, Greta 
Nintzel, Amanda Senff, and Tim Venjohn, Vice-Chair (ETJ mem-
ber).  Linda Christopher, Village Administrator was also in attend-
ance.   
 
Old Business 
Mr. Bowman revealed that the December application for the 
recertification for being a Tree City USA was stamped ñApprovedò 
by the Arbor Day Foundation. He thanked the committee mem-
bers and particularly pointed to Ms. Christopherôs and Bob Kissin-
gerôs (Public Works) important additions to the paperwork that 
was crucial to the filing. 
 
He also complimented Ms. Nintzelôs managing the WP Tree 
Boardôs Facebook page determining there were, ñévery useful 
and important entries.ò   
 
The Board continues to work on the village parksô tree inventory.  
This is a long-term project whereby the trees in each of the village 
parks (beginning with lake parks and playground parks) will be 
identified, measured to calculate the age of the tree, and a basic 
examination as to the general health/condition of the trees.  Upon 
completion, a report will be offered to the village as well as to 
Public Works.   Next inventory is February 18 at the Spring Valley 
Lake Park, 204 Pine Ridge Drive. 
 
New Business 
§ An application for an alternate member to the Tree Board 

has been received; it is being held until Village Council deter-
mines new guidelines for all Boards in the village, with re-
spect to service dates to begin on July1-June 30, with stag-
gered years. 

§ A few minutes were devoted to the accomplishments of the 
Board since its inception two years ago, followed by looking 
at ways to increase its activity in the Village.  The main con-
cern was finding a balance between the core responsibility of 
the Board; that is, Arbor Day and tree conservation activities, 
and not getting beyond the capabilities of the Board either 
through membersô time, budgeted cost, or project length. 

§ Arbor DayðWhispering Pines will celebrate Arbor Day on 
April 29.  The event will be planned at the February meeting. 

 
Next meeting:  Friday, February 18 at 10am, Village Hall.  Imme-
diately following will be the Spring Valley Lake Park tree invento-
ry. 

Work Session Highlights 

January 26, 2022 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa  Roberts, Linda 
Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Cindy Graham, Finance Officer.  There were three people in the 
gallery. 
 
Village Staff /Agenda Items 
§ There was a discussion on changing the village park times 

from 6am to sunset, but was decided to keep it 6am to 9pm. 
§ Additional cost from new auditor of $8310 was incurred for the 

preparation of the fiscal year 2022 audit.  The money could 
come from the unassigned fund balance which has the neces-
sary money, transferred to the general fund. This will be con-
sidered at the February Village Council meeting as a budget 
ordinance amendment #9. 

§ Capital Reserve Major Repair Fund (CRMRF) has an actual 
balance of $875,530  

§ Lakeview Drive will be closed for bridge repair starting Mon-
day, Feb 1. 
 
 

Council Items 
§ A revised map for annexation of land was agreed to by con-

sensus and sent to Vass for their consideration. 
§ LDO amendment (proposed) for accessory structures and 

garages.  There are language changes relevant to floor load 
capacity for detached garages as well as foundation require-
ments, façade appearances, and more.  Other definitions 
were included as to what constitutes an outdoor kitchen, hot 
tub/spa, and swimming pools (permanent). 

§ Other rezoning issues for a residence on Foxcroft (ETJ) and 
also Fairway Drive were raised.  The new owner of the Fair-
way Drive property wrote a letter, saying he understood the 
concerns of the neighbors and CCWP.  He takes pride in be-
ing a good neighbor, but also points out that the golf course 
issued an easement for utilities and a driveway in 2014. (Edit 
note:  The golf course is under new ownership since that 
time.)  The property owner wants his land to be rezoned from 
REC (recreational) to RS (residential single family).   

§ Mayor Bernhard said that Open Space is a big topic, and will 
go to the agenda for their next meeting. 

 
 
Next Work Session meeting:  February 23, 2pm. 
 



4 

Lakes & Watershed Board 

January 31, 2022 

Abbreviated notes from the report: 
§ pH is a measure of whether water is acidic or basic.  A pH 

value between 6.5 and 9.0 is considered optimum for ponds. 
§ Adequate dissolved oxygen is necessary for good water quali-

ty.  As dissolved oxygen levels in water drop below 5.0 mg/l, 
aquatic life is put under stress. 

§ Phosphates are usually introduced into a pond through fish 
waste.  A reading of zero is ideal although many ponds can 
have much higher concentrations with no algae issues pre-
sent. 
 

Discussion Points: 
§ Mr. Kissinger said that overall, the lakes were safe and suita-

ble for recreational use, and that was the most important thing.  
However, Mr. Pugh thought the report was vague and wanted 
more data extracted, testing more than one location per lake.  
Mr. Kissinger thought that future test reports could offer multi-
ple testing points, thereby clarifying the sampling information.  
He reminded the Board that this was a starting point from a 
new service, and that going forward they can make recom-
mendations. 

§ Other mentions were the differences in water temperature, 
especially Spring Valley Lake.  However, Mr. Terzigni interject-
ed that Spring Valley was the deepest lake and had lots of 
springs; therefore the water temp would be lower.   

§ The report also recommended that 350 bass should be re-
moved from Blue Lake (and Spring Valley) and restocked with 
forage fish and grass carp later.  This will allow for more 
ñTrophy Bassò and eliminate the smaller fish due to not 
enough food which stunts growth. 

§ Finally, Mr. Kissinger responded to concerns on the pesticides 
that are sprayed in the lakes several times per year.  ñWe donôt 
spray a lot but we need to spray the vegetationéwe canôt pull 
them out by hand.ò  His team is fully qualified and licensed to 
apply pesticides, and the ones that are used are labeled safe 
for aquatic use. 

 
New Business 
Mr. Nelson asked for comments regarding boat lifts (Thagard Lake) 
and whether to make an amendment to the ordinance to ensure 
standards.  Because residents are spending more on their boats 
($40-50K), they want boat maintenance to be accessible, especially 
to remove stains on the bottom of their crafts.  Mr. Kissinger sug-
gested finding another communityôs ordinance on the topic and 
tailor it to the villageôs needs.  Ms. Christopher said she would pre-
pare a document for review for the April meeting.  
 
Working Group Report 
MuckrakerðMr. Terzigni reported Shadow Lake is on the agenda, 
and will take the entire year to do the work.  The conveyor still is not 
in the water, but hopes to get it in when the weather gets better. 

 
Lake Highlights 
Ms. Christopher shared that Pine Lake will be drawn down by 2 feet 
(or more), scheduled for September.  This is to replace the drain 
lines. 
 
Next meeting:  April 18, 6:30pm Village Hall. 

Lake Water Temp pH Dissolved Oxygen Phosphates EColi Bacteria 

Blue 92 6.5 9 ppm 0.10 ppm none 

Cardinal 89 6.5 10 ppm 0.10 ppm none 

Fly Rod 87 6.7 9 ppm 0.05 ppm none 

Pine 87 6.3 9 ppm 0.05 ppm none 

Shadow 91 6.6 9 ppm 0.00 ppm none 

Spring Valley 82 7.0 8 ppm 0.05 ppm none 

Thagard 87 5.0 10 ppm 0.05 ppm none 

Whisper 89 6.6 8 ppm 0.05 ppm none 

Members in attendance were: Mark Nelson, Chair, John McAninch, Chris McEntire, Bryant Mlynczak, Mike Oriet, Cliff Pugh, and Mickey 
Terzigni.  Village staff:  Linda Christopher, Village Administrator, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.   
 
Old Business  
The WP Lakes Quality Report was presented by Bob Kissinger and discussed by the members.  Note that the full report is available at 
vwpnc.org. 
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The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   1 February 1, 2022 

    Homes Pending  8 February 1, 2022 

    Homes Sold   12 January 1-31, 2022 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2022:   12 

Village Council Retreat Highlights 

February 5, 2022 

All Council members were present; staff present included Rich 
Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Administra-
tor, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, and Bob Kissinger, Public 
Works Director. 
 
Village Council conducted their yearly óretreatô (concentrated dis-
cussion, dialogue, and strategic thinking about specific issues).  
There were many subjects on the agenda:  Fund Balance Policy, 
Unassigned Fund Balance, American Rescue Plan, Hardee Lane 
Park improvements, Board Appointments, Board of Adjustment 
functions, Customer Satisfaction Survey, and After Action Report.  
The highlights below review two of the issues:  the American Res-
cue Plan (ARP)* and the Hardee Lane Park.  The entire retreat 
session and PowerPoint can be viewed online at:  vwpnc.org. 
 
Mr. Lambdin began by reviewing the ARP to which $541,000+ was 
received by Whispering Pines in mid-2021. An additional 
$541,000+ will be disbursed this coming July.  There are certain 
Federal rules for approved use of the money. 
 
After carefully reviewing the lengthy documentation, Mr. Lambdin 
stated that the Village Finance Department recommends using it 
for all Village employee salary and benefit packages which are 
already budgeted and being used (Jan-June 2022).  In essence, 
ñéthe ARP money will be used to supplant what the village will 
have already spent,ò he explained. The ARP fund has a separate 
account which was set up last year; this money will be transferred 
to the general fund, which includes the Unassigned Fund Balance.  
This would require a budget amendment from Council in the sum-
mer.  Ms. Graham will forward the paperwork to the federal govern-
ment to report the actual money spent on salary/benefits for the 
first six months of this year. 
 
In January of 2023, the village again would use the money (from 
the July disbursement) to supplant salary and benefit packages 
from July 1-Dec 30 of 2022, doing the same reporting and transfer-
ring procedures with an amendment as described above. 
 
Using the funds in this manner would put $1.083m into the unas-
signed fund balance, giving the Council flexibility on how they 
could allocate the money.  Continued discussion will occur at the 
Village Council meeting on February 16. 
 
Hardee Lane Park 
An update from the design consultants is expected later in Febru-
ary.   
§ Phase I of the plan constitutes the infrastructure and logistics 

development:  Parking, grading, storm water pond, sidewalk, 
utilities, and signage.  This is estimated to be $336k-$468k. 

ß The ówalking trailô amenity, which the Open Space 
Committee reported was the most requested feature 
to be included in the park, is estimated to be in the 
vicinity of $303-$349k.  

ß Restrooms, depending on the type, are thought to be 
$85k-$125k. 

ß Add to that ócontingencyô situationsðanother $86k-
$137k.  

ß Estimate for Phase I:  $660k-$1m. 

§ Phase II would include a second entrance to the park, expand-
ed parking, and more amenities such as picnic pavilions, multi-
purpose fields, playgrounds, and other described features. 

§ Phase III was not detailed because of too many unknowns, but 
included a new Community Center among other items. 

 
Council discussed funding sources, loan payoffs relevant to the 
property, park usage by residents and guests, etc.  More discussion 
to follow at the Council meeting on February 16. 
 
 

*The ARP is a Congressional bill providing financial relief to ad-

dress the continued impact of COVID-19 to aid the economy of 

state and local governments, as well as other entities. 
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The Whispering Pines Police Department announces the arrest of 
Abbie Bullen of Vass who was charged with one count of felony 
exploit an elder, one count felony larceny, and one count felony 
possession of stolen goods. 

A report was filed with the Whispering Pines Police Department 
alleging that Bullen had stolen numerous items from a victim while 
acting in the capacity as her care giver. The Pinehurst Police De-
partment also investigated a similar incident involving Bullen.  

Bullen was arrested and taken before a Moore County Magistrate 

and issued a $15,000 secured bond. Bullenôs court date has been 

set for February 9, 2022, in Moore County District Court.  

The Whispering Pines Police Department announces the arrest of 
Jere Francis Blank, 76, of Pinehurst,  who was charged with one 
count of felony Indecent Liberties with a Child. 

A report was filed with the Whispering Pines Police Department 
alleging that Blank had fondled a juvenile victim at a residence lo-
cated in Whispering Pines. Due to the sensitive nature of this inves-
tigation, no further details are available. This was a joint investiga-
tion involving the Southern Pines Police Department that were also 
investigating similar cases.  

Blank was arrested on the Whispering Pines PD and Southern 
Pines PD charges and taken before a Moore County Magistrate 
and issued a $500,000 secured bond. Blankôs court date has been 
set for February 2, 2022, in Moore County District Court.  

Pinehurst Man Charged with  

Indecent Liberties with a Child 

Vass Resident Charged with 

Exploitation of an Elder 

FROM THE WHISPERING PINES POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Incident Type JAN  

  Burglary 0   

  Larceny 2   

  Vandalism 0   

  Assault 2   

  Fraud 10   

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  

  Dog at Large  3 2  

  Barking dog  0 0  

  Park violations  6 0  

  Right-of-way  5 1  

 Golf cart violations  0 ð  

  Skate park violations  1 ð  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

TOTAL 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

Police StatisticsñJanuary 2022 Since the third week of January, up to 40 Whispering Pines resi-
dents have notified the police they had received unsolicited checks 
and/or credit cards from TD Bank.  Numerous residents in other 
Moore County communities such as Pinehurst and Aberdeen have 
also been hit by the scam. 

According to Chief of Police Jason Graham, ñThere was obviously 
a data breech somewhere affecting a lot of individuals nationally, 
and itôs impacted Moore County quite substantially.ò   

The scam involves new bank accounts being set up, which neces-
sitates being able to provide personal data including name, ad-
dress and social security number.  The scammers might then try to 
access the account, typically overdrawing it (since no one has de-
posited funds), but getting whatever they could in the meantime.  
The new account holder then gets a notification from TD Bank that 
their account is overdrawn. 

Initially, WPPD asked individuals to complete police reports, but 
TD Bank has subsequently indicated those will not be required 
since the bank account holders have not lost any money (only the 
bank has). 

As posted on the WPPD Facebook page, here are the steps to follow should you be a victim of this 
scam: 

§ Call TD Bank directly at 888-751-9000 and advise them of the unauthorized opened account 
and request that the account be closed.   (Note that some wait times can be substantial.) 

§ We are also advising victims to contact the credit bureaus just to insure no other accounts have 
been opened in their name.  

§ If you have been a victim of any scam and are out anything financially, you most likely will need 
to file a report with the department.  

If you have any questions regarding this scam or others, please feel free to contact the Whispering 
Pines Police Department.  
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Type of Call 
2021 Jan-22 2022YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 59 52 59 52 

Building Fire 109 12 18 16 18 16 

Outside Fire 65 7 6 5 6 5 

Fire Alarm 42 5 3 3 3 3 

Service Call 37 4 3 3 3 3 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 3 3 3 3 

Storm Damage 12 1 14 12 14 12 

Investigation 6 1 4 4 4 4 

Hazardous Condition 6 1 3 3 3 3 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   113   113   

Chief Lambdinôs Monthly Report included these topics. 

Staffing Challenges: 

Not including the day of the ice storm, seven times during January 
we were alerted to back-to-back calls (within 30 minutes).  This 
situation occurs when our on-duty personnel are committed to the 
first emergency when the second call is received.  We then must 
hope that our pay-per-call (volunteers) personnel are available to 
respond to the station, staff the appropriate apparatus, and then 
respond to the second emergency. 

 

Three of these second calls were for medical calls within the fire 
district. 
§ On-duty personnel were able to clear first call and respond to 

second call with no delay in response. 
§ No response (On-duty personnel committed to first call and no 

volunteers) 
§ FRC and Linda Christopher responded while on-duty person-

nel handled first call. 
§ One of the calls was for a mutual aid structure fire.  On-duty 

personnel cleared the first call and responded but were can-
celed prior to arrival. 

Significant Incidents: 

1/16/22 ï Weather Event (Ice) 
Responded to 21 incidents between 9:45am ï 10pm, including: 
§ 1 ï Automatic Fire Alarm (accidental, smoke from fireplace) 
§ 1 ï House Fire (electrical fire with minor damage to outlet and 

cabinet) 
§ 1 ï Commercial Building Fire (HVAC malfunction) 
§ 2 ï medical emergencies 
§ 16 ï storm damage (trees down, electrical wires down) 
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Whispering Pines ñ By the Numbers 

 
Anyone living in Whispering Pines for five years or more can attest to the demographic changes in our village. The US Census conducted in 
2020 shows the population of Whispering Pines grew significantly from 2,928 in 2010 to 4,987in 2020.  Unfortunately, the US Census only 
provides detailed information on municipalities with populations greater than 5,000, so that leaves out Whispering Pines.  However, the 
American Community Survey (ACS) does break down Whispering Pines and North Carolina demographics. It is from that survey we get the 
information shown on the chart on the following page. 
 
Youôll see on the chart that figures are given with a range plus or minus (+/-) either a number or percentage.  These margins of error are 
typical for survey samplings.  What is the Margin of Error (MOE)? Definition: An MOE is a measure of the possible variation of the estimate 
around the population value.  At a given confidence level, the estimate and the actual population value will differ by no more than the value 
of the MOE. A 90% confidence level is the Census Bureau Standard   

What is the American Community Survey?   

According to its website, the ACS ñprovides vital information on a yearly basis about our nation and its people.ò The United States Census 
Bureauôs website reassures participants that ñthe American Community Survey is a legitimate survey conducted by the Census Bureau. 
Unlike the every-10-year census, this survey continues all year, every year.ò Every year the U.S. Census Bureau contacts over 3.5 million 
randomly selected households across the country to participate in the American Community Survey. Additional information about the ACS 
as well as Whispering Pines can be found on its website.  Other breakdowns include race and number of school-aged children. 
 
Where the data came from: 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/profile 
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  Whispering Pines North Carolina 

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME $79,943         +/-$12,109 $57,341       +/- $611 

AVERAGE FAMILY SIZE 3.26               +/- 0.28 3.11             +/- 0.02 

EDUCATION     

 Bachelorôs Degree or Higher 51.7               +/- 9.0% 32.3             +/- 0.4% 

 High School or equivalent 17.9%   

 Some college, no degree 18.9%   

 Associate's degree 7.9%   

 Bachelor's degree 31.9%   

 Graduate or professional degree 19.8%   

HOUSING     

 Total Housing Units 1,858 4,708,710 

 Occupied Housing Units 1,765 4,160,856 

 Vacant 93 (5%) 547,854 (11.6%) 

 Homeownership Rate 85.3%             +/- 7.4% 65.3%          +/- 0.4% 

 Median Gross Rent $1,490            +/- $221 $931            +/- $8 

AGE     

 Median Age 39.0                +/- 6.3 39.1             +/- 0.2 

 Under 18 31.8%   

 65 Years and Older 19.7%             +/- 5.7% 
  65 to 74 years = 10.0% 
   75 to 84 years = 6.3% 
   85 yrs and over = 3.5% 

16.7%          +/- 0.1% 

Estimated Percent of VETERANS 18.2%.            +/- 6.0% 7.9%.            +/- 0.2% 

EMPLOYMENT     

 Estimate for Local, State, & Fed Govôt Workers 21.9%.            +/- 8.5% 13.2%.          +/-0.3% 

 Employee of private company workers 48.1% 
  

  

 Self-employed in own incorporated business  3.1%   

 Private not-for-profit wage and salary workers 11.7%   

 Self-employed in own, not incorporated busi-

ness workers and unpaid family workers 
15.2%   

RESIDENTIAL MOBILITY 
 Moved from a different state in the last year 

7.5%             +/- 7.0% 3.0%.           +/- 0.2% 
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Our History  

A.B. Hardee, Founder of Whispering Pines 

Editorôs Note:  While we have frequent references to A. B. Hardee, 
the founder of Whispering Pines, this column provides details as to 

who he was and what he did for the Village.   

 
Artis Bryant Hardee, also known as A. B., or Andy, was born in 
1920 in Pitt County, North Carolina.  He was a graduate of East 
Carolina University and served as a Marine Corps 2nd Lieutenant 
during World War II.  He earned a masterôs degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri and taught industrial arts at a Lexington, NC high 
school.  He married Martha Hoell who also taught school in Lexing-
ton.  They had two children, Ronald and Martha. 
 

During the summer months 
when school was not in ses-
sion, Hardee became in-
volved in real estate.  He 
completed several projects in 
North Carolina and Virginia.  
In 1958, Hardee visited the 
Sandhills area and learned of 
property on Little River owned 
by John Watson of Wayne, 
Pennsylvania.  On a visit to 
see Watson in 1959, Hardee 
purchased approximately 300 
acres for $52,700.  This was 
the beginning of Whispering 
Pines. 

 
The new development was first advertised in The Pilot newspaper 
on May 21, 1959.  The initial focus was on lake front residential lots.  
Thagard Lake was the only lake at that time and Hardee lowered 
the water level to remove stumps for safe boating.  The dam was 
rebuilt to enlarge the lake.  The first house was built in August 1959 
and Whispering Pines was underway. 
 
By 1960, Hardee realized he could attract a year-round clientele if 
golf were also offered.  The first nine holes were completed in 1962.  
Additional 9-hole segments followed and by 1969, Whispering 
Pines had two 18-hole courses.   
 
Hardee also realized golf courses needed water, and during the 
early 60s he built more lakes and dams.  Always the salesman and 
developer, Hardee advertised in the April 1962 issue of Golf World 
Magazine.  The ad touted Whispering Pines with 250 lots sold and 
30 houses already built.  Furnished houses were available for rent 
by the week or the month. 

By 1963, the golf operation was formalized as the Whispering Pines 
Country Club with a board of governors and A. B. Hardee as the 
President.  To support golf visitors, Hardee built the Whispering 
Pines Motel on Route 1.  Today the facility is the Hyland Hills golf 
Club.  
 
Hardee continued development of Whispering Pines.  By 1963, 
Whispering Pines was over 2200 acres.  Hardeeôs first house was 
at the end of Dixie Drive.  He subsequently built a larger house on 
Pine Lake sited on a combined three lots. 
 
Hardee engaged in many community activities.  He was elected to 
the first Village Council in 1969, served on the Board of Southern 
National Bank and was a member of the board of Advisors of 
Campbell University.  He also was a Mason, a Rotarian and a 
member of the Southern Pines United Methodist Church. At one 
time, Hardee owned a company called Hardee Golf Systems Inc 
and received a patent for a óGolf Ball Putterô club. 
 
Hardee died in 2003 and is buried in Southern Pines.   

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

[ABOVE]  Hardeeôs patent for a ñGolf Ball Putterò claimed 

to ñimprove the accuracy of putting in imparting a proper 

direction of drive to the golf ball.ò 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Every once in a while, we house-sit for my brother and sister-in-law 
up in Raleigh.  Recently, this visit provided us with the opportunity 
to check out another segment of the cityôs greenway system. Yes, I 
know I am a real greenway freak.  Here is why: (from the trail sys-
tem map) ñRaleighôs Capital Area Greenway System encompasses 
over 100 miles of trails and over 270 miles of protected stream 
corridors.ò  So, while residents are biking, running or lollygagging 
on these paths, swaths of protected land are cleaning the water 
flowing through the city before spilling into the larger arteries of our 
waterways in NC plus supporting the wildlife that migrate seasonal-
ly back and forth across our state. 

 

Our urban hike started in the Five Points neighborhood. We walked 
down through areas of tightly packed townhouses and a few streets 
with single family residences. Itôs amazing how much quiet and 
solitude city streets provide when itôs not rush hour. It was barely 40 
degrees and we were dressed for the cold. (We warmed up well 
before reaching the trailhead.) 

 

Kiwanis Park is a popular recreation facility at the bottom of the hill 
on Noble Rd. The trailhead is just beyond the basketball courts and 
clearly marked. After a short distance on a paved spur, we reached 
a crossroads that informed us that if we headed west weôd hit Um-
stead State Park in 8 miles and if we turned east weôd end up at the 
Neuse River in 8+ miles. We headed east knowing that this part of 
the trail is a little more integrated into typical city sites like the back 
of car dealerships and strip malls. If youôve ever watched the local 
news when correspondents are reporting on flooding, this is the 
spot the affiliates are broadcasting from:  Crabtree Creek. 

 

There were a number of bundled 
up people out walking their dogs. 
A bicyclist braved the frigid temps 
as well as a few runners. I was 
amazed by the huge trees lining 
the trailðsycamore with its flaky 
ashen bark as well as lots of oaks 
(of course, since Raleigh is the 
City of Oaks). There were other 
tree species tangled up in vines 
that I could not identify without 

their leaves. Walking alongside the wide creek, we crossed over a 
number of bridges, under a freeway and a train trestle. When we 

felt like we needed to head back because we were getting hungry, 
we turned back towards Kiwanis Park.  

 

A couple of mornings later, 
I headed back to the trail-
head by myself and turned 
to the west. This part of the 
trail snakes through more 
residential areas. I never 
feared for my safety, but 
itôs always a good idea to 
keep aware of oneôs sur-
roundings whenever you 
are out and about in the 
city - or the wilderness. 

 

Halfway along my trek, I 
was delighted to hear the 
distinct clicks and chatter 
of woodpeckers in the woods surrounding me.  It filled me with joy 
to listen to these songs in the midst of the starkness of winter.  The 
wonder of this type of park system comes from the way human 
activity is woven into a tapestry with more natural areas required for 
wildlife. This greenway and greenways in general highlight the part-
nership and stewardship with the land that our society has decided 
is worth undertaking while at the same time retaining the kind of 
services and commerce we have come to expect in our daily con-
temporary lives.  

 

Itôs heartening to see that in Raleigh, wild spaces and critter corri-
dors are as central to living a good life as everything else. 

Capital Area Greenway System 
Kiwanis Park Entry 
2525 Noble Rd, Raleigh, NC 27608 
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  Nancy Maness of Pine Ridge Drive al-
ways had the desire to pursue oil painting, 
but never the time.  She was a flight at-
tendant for Eastern Airlines, flying up and 
down the east coast as well as to the Car-
ibbean and Mexico for 23 years.   She met 
her husband Ron on a flightðhe was a 
pilotðñéand we just hit it off!ò  But the 
airline dissolved in 1991 and she was out 
of a job. 
 
Soon after, she became an administrator 
for an urgent care center in Greensboro.  
ñWhen we moved to Whispering Pines 
(1996) I worked at Moore Regional Hospi-
tal, again in various aspects of administra-
tion.  I finally retired about six years ago.ò  
Now she has the time to paint. 
 
ñTrying to find the inspiration is the hard 
part; the easy part is actually paintingéat 
least for me.ò  Nancy doesnôt know exactly 
where her talent comes from; neither her 
parents nor brother were artsy.  She 
thought for a moment.  ñArt wasnôt offered 
in school, but I think I can blame my left-
handedness, the way the brain works.  I 
got the artistic side!ò she laughed. 
 
Many of Nancyôs paintings are of the 
beautiful farm in High Falls, NC where Ron 
grew up.  Having spent much of her youth 
in California, Nancy admitted she never 
really saw a farm before moving here.  
ñBut, Iôve had a lot of inspiration from 

Ronôs family farm.ò  This is evident in her 
farmhouse paintings and several cow 
paintings.  ñI love my cows!ò she ex-
claimed. 
 
Taking classes to this day is key to contin-
ually developing her talent.  Right now 
sheôs taking a class with Harry Neeley.  
Her classwork with Jean Frost (both local 
area artists) have helped Nancy with dif-
ferent aspects of using oils.  ñThe flavor of 
colors, thickness of paint, depth, plus be-
ing critiqued by other artists and their point 
of view are all helpful,ò she stressed.  ñThis 
helps to enhance your own styleéthereôs 
always little tweaks that you havenôt 
thought of.ò  She added that she doesnôt 
want to sell out and paint what would be 
commercial; what would be hot right now if 
you want to sell. ñIt should come your 
heart, from inside outélayer after layer, 
depth after depth to make a real painting.ò  
But, she admitted that she does want peo-
ple to enjoy her work. 
 
To that end, Nancy has submitted paint-
ings for juried exhibitions.  Her paintings 
can be seen at One of a Kind gallery in 
Pinehurst, but have also been displayed at 
the Campbell House, Appalachian Physi-
cal Therapy, Pinnock Village, and several 
craft shows.   
 

** 
 

Village Artists Show Talents Long Hidden 

 
Iowa small town farm girl and former Whis-
pering Pines resident Linda Bruening, had 
a different path to art.  She graduated from 
Wichita State with a BA in Education, 
moved east and taught art at a high school 
in Virginia for many years.  ñAs a school art 
teacher, I taught everything.  But my love is 
oil.  I love the creaminess of them, the col-
ors, the texture of the medium. 
 
ñI can use other mediaðand have.  When I 
was in college, my focus was printmaking, 
but I got out of that because of the equip-
ment needed.ò 
 
She met her future husband, Dave, in the 
80s, and married in1990.  He was assigned 
to the Pentagon.  A short time later, they 
were relocated to Belgium and after a few 
years, sent to Panama.  He was a military 
attaché connected to the embassy.  Her 
love of art was relegated to visiting muse-
ums for eight years.  She didnôt pick up a 
brush again until they moved to Whispering 
Pines in 2006.  ñI found I wasnôt as rusty as 
I thought,ò she smiled. 
 
Linda recalled that the first thing she did 
when they moved here was join the Artists 
League of the Sandhills.  ñI got back into 
teaching again.  I just teach oils, plus 
thereôs a critique every month where we as 
a group talk about the pieceséwatercolors, 
pastels, whatever.ò  For her own paintings, 
she looks to artists that she trusts, listening 
to their critiques and advice when sheôs 
working at her studio at the League.    
 
Linda explains her progression of her style.  
ñI started in oils in 2006ðvery realistic, very 
representational landscapes.  But, as my 

Nancy Maness and her favorite subjectðcows! 

ñI think everyone has an 
inner gift.  You need to 
open the door and let it 
out.ò   

ð Nancy Maness 
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focus changedðespecially the last two years, Iôve had a chance to 
be more introspective of my work.  With my show coming up, Iôm 
working representationally and more abstractly with pieces.ò  
 
She continues.  ñMy earlier studio shows displayed very represen-
tational pieces like The Peach.  But other pieces are more ethereal 
or abstract.  Iôve never had a niche or been associated with one 
style.  As we go through life, we are impacted with images and 
color and light.  As an artist, all of those things stick in my head, 
coming out one wayðor another way.  The canvas can change on 
meðit will begin to take me in another direction.  Sometimes it 
works, sometimes it doesnôt.  But, it flows and changes.  I like that.  
I donôt like doing the same thing over and over again.ò 
 
Lindaôs working with brighter colors now, saying there will be some 
colorful works on display.  ñThe paint, brushwork, use of line and 
shape and color and design, are presented to the viewerðfor their 
likes or dislikes.   A painting should involve the viewerésome kind 
of attraction.ò 
 
ñI enjoy what I do.  Itôs been good!ò 
 
Lindaôs show, ñOn Reflectionò, will feature 25-30 pieces of her work 
at the Artists League of the Sandhills, 129 Exchange St. in Aber-
deen.  The opening reception is Friday, April 1 at 5pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Betty Hendrix, another Whispering Pines artist who was profiled in 
the August 2020 issue of The New Pitch, will be teaching two clas-
ses at the Artists League in February and March. 
 
§ The first is ñLetôs Work Littleò Friday, February 25, 10:00-3:00. 

Included will be a discussion of the definitions of Miniature Art; 
Small Works, and Tiny Art. There will be information about 
sources for materials for these forms, rules and regulations, 
and how to include this in your repertoire. There will be some 
forms for entering shows and what is involved.  A variety of 
supplies will be shown and available to try.  Intermediate to 
advanced level.   

§ Working from Life ï Plein Air Painting!  Student will choose the 
medium to work in; Ms. Hendrix will be using pastels.  Class is 

March 28/29 from 9-3. This is an 
opportunity to get out with a group 
and paint from life (weather permit-
ting). If weather forces us inside 
we will do something from life in-
side ï plants, still life, or photos of 
your own. Intermediate/Advanced. 
(1 hour lunch break). 

 
 
 
Check the League for pricing of classes  at  910-944-3979 or 

www.artistleague.org. 
 

ñSummer Gardenò (detail) by Linda Bruening  

Betty Hendrix 

Linda Bruening 
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in your 

wildlife observations and pho-

tographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

There has been a lot of wildlife activity around the Village lately!  I 
have heard from several folks with mammal sightingsðas well as 
birds.  We are at time of year when many critters are more easily 
seen as they work harder to find food in the late winter.  Natural 
food is less plentiful now so they need to roam further to find 
enough to eat.  They may band together with others of their kind in 
hopes that multiple sets of eyes are more likely to be successful 
than one. 
 
The vulture roost that has appeared 
over on the western side of the Village 
is one such group.  Laura Gingerich 
and others have noted the aggregation 
of Black and Turkey Vultures that as-
sociate from late afternoon to mid-
morning.  This phenomenon is only 
seasonal.  The birds will likely dis-
perse as time is drawing near for them 
to move back north to breed.  In the 
meantime, Blacks will tag along with 
the Turkeys as they get up to sniff out 
food on dry days.  Black Vultures do 
not have the keen sense of smell that 
the Turkeys doðbut their vision is 
definitely better. 
 
 
Nearby on Spring Valley Lake, River Otters continue to be spotted 
swimming along the shoreline.  Although they are mainly night ac-
tive, if they are hungry and motivated, they will fish during daylight 
hours.  Whatôs being seen is likely a family group from last year that 
will be dispersing soon.  Otters do breed in the spring so they will 
be pairing in order to raise a new brood.  Here in NC, Otters get 
used to people and so will ignore our activities.  You may hear a 
growl if they are nearby and not happy about your presence.  It is 
best to back away and appreciate them from a distance.  They are 
very cute and can be really playful but they are most definitely wild 
animals.  Do not try to feed themðit could be very dangerous for 
them as well as you! 

Roy Cochrun was in touch about seeing a Great Blue Heron that 
likes to sit high in a tree on his property along Shadow Lake.  As 
Roy knows, they do nest in trees but normally we see them on 
the ground.  It definitely takes a substantial branch in a large 
tree to support the weight of 
this, our largest wading bird.  
Actually, now is the time that 
the herons that nest together 
on the island at Thagard Lake 
will be nest-building in prepara-
tion for egg-laying next month.  
So there they will be making 
trips into the tops of the pines 
throughout the day. 
 
Last but not least, Don MacIlvaine sent photos of a group of 
Muscovy Ducks sitting with one of the remaining ñwhite ducksò 
over on Thagard Lake.  The odd-looking Muscovys with the 
wrinkled facial skin, are kept by people as a fascination or, 
sometimes, for eggs.  The birds Don saw were likely not wing 
clipped and so found their way to the Village from a nearby farm 
pond. 

 

Turkey Vultures 
ðLaura Gingerich 

Muscovy Duck 
ðbeyourownbirder.com 


