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Sue Jaehne Receives Martha Hardee Aw

This prestigious award is named for Martha Hardee Whisger®ofn 1 9 6 4 . M
husband, A.B. Hardee, was the developer of Whispering Pines.

Fiftyeight years ago, Martha Hardee invited all women of Whispering Pines to gather ft
and to dedicate themselves to helping others in our village, as well as the Sandhills ar
award is intended to honor an outstanding woman living in the Village who gives of he
and talent to help improve the lives of people in our community and surrounding area.

This yearo6s winner, Sue Jaehne, fits t

Nursing was her cading doubt about it. And Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in New Y
City was the lucky recipient of her talent. Wioeitdghet away fr om t hi
her parents who had built a house on Pine Lake Drive.

Eventually, Sue came full time to Whis
then that she joined Whispers and beca
Whispers Board. As a loyal member of Whispers, she offered important information ol
issued whether on heart health, flu shots, muscle relief, etc., at each meeting.

(Continued on |

: T Inside this Issue

Proposed Budget is $5.6 million
Bird Chirpings 16
Village Manager Rich Lambdin has put Budget increases can be found in sevgratssifieds 30
together a $5.6M budget to the Village areas, including: Clubs & Organizations 20
Council for the new fiscal year, beginning i
July 1. The recommended budget will hgveSalaries and benefifo be competi From My Window 31
an increase of $366,988 (+7%) from last tive in the hiring of police and fire |Dining Out 18
year. personnel in particular, salary/benefj r Gardens 17
o _ o packages have risen. Currently,

Whispering Pines allocates the majority of has fire department volunteers onj&ur History 15
its revenues to three departments: Public paypercall basis. However, if the . .
Works, Police and Fire/Rescue (inthat  firefighters cannot get away from ?;(?Pce statlstlcs 9
order). Mayor Pro Tem Harris defined it asother job, we suffer from Our Neighbors 19
the ke_y areas ir_1 ke_eping Whispering PinesG under st af fi ngo Scene-li-n%isdérﬁ@FﬂnT tmpent is
beautiful, wetlaintained, and safe. looking to hire another full time pasi- _

_ _ _ _ _ tion in the new fiscal perd. e~ |Star Gazing =
Public Works (including roads) is approxi- al so Fi r e/ Resc ulgakP£Hkar t ment a4t if-
mately $1.2M of the pie; Police is $1.065Mc | e on page 10. . .
and Fire/Rescue is $693K. AL & TGS 27

(Continued d¥adpGognel 7) >7




Arbor Day Celebration 2022

The Tree City USA Award was presented to Whispering Pines
Mayor Glenn Bernhard by Moore County Forest Service Range
Brandon Bibey. This year recognizes the 150th Anniversary of| |
Day.

The celebration began at 4
Pine Ridge Drive with 50 adults and children in attendance. B
Scout Troop 810 raised the American flag for the Pledge of Allg:
giance. A Japanese maple was planted to commemorate the ¢

Jeanette Sabo, a local environmentalist, gave a presentation o
Long Leaf Pine ecosystem. Ms. Sabo spoke on how the first A
Day came about in 1872 in the plains of Nelheskahere o
were no trees! J. Sterling Morton is responsible for initiating the
need for planting millions of trees across the country and is knbwnr e st Ser vi ce Ranger Brandc
as a cdounder of Arbor Day. He later became the U.S. SecretBry ar d chair, John Bowman.

of Agriculture in 1893.

Sandhills Farm Life Elementary School PTA had a table with an
assortment of goodies for sale; the PTA was there to raise awatr
ness of Arbor Day in the schools and promote knowledge of our
trees and how to care for them. Members of the Garden Club ir
cluding Master Gardeners and Ranger Bibey were on hand to a
swer guestions.

A free raffle was held and three trees were given away. The ch
dren had fun with a scavenger hunt and the Whispering Pines F
Department had a truck on hand for the children to see and lear
about.

J. St er |ldicmgo uModretronof Ar bor Day

Urbor|Day
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Members in attendance were: Mark Nelson, Chair, John McAnigork (not to exceed 20 feet outward from the shoreline). Lif
Chris McEntire, Bryant Mlynczak, Mike Oriet, Cliff Pugh, and Mivle based on the weight of the boat. One lift per lot.
ey Terzigni. Village staff: Linda Christopher, Village Administrator,

and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director. New Business
§ Lake spraying begins May 16.
Old Business 8 Boat motor restrictibdgscussion on new battery powered

The reports from Triangle Pond Management were included in #feeed boats.
agenda package. Though fimishedeport, for details, goto § Ms. Christopher reminded the board that there is a speed lin
vwpnc.org-eft column (agenda, minutes, streamingg, tolick of 5 mph on all lalee®epThagard (32mph).
Lakes, click on 6l akes6 t h&8 nThaghri lake water legplecially &tér hga cain:eVidater
from the Spring Valley spillway comes in at a faster clip, but
Discussion Points: the amount of water is the same. Residents on Thagard mic
§ Mr. Pugh showed a spr eads hbawawatercaming dite ihdir basknldisebutdghis & anuanctiny
lake report and thought it was a better system. He also saitiation from the spillwayathdr sourcese. , Little River,
that the state offers lots of services the Board could look intiat drain into Thagard.
8§ Mr. Nelson reminded the Board that many of the state ser-
vices are for O6public watersd which WP | akes are not.
§ Mr. Kissinger offered to meet again and figure out our needs
for future reporting.

§ Spring Valley Lake (81.03 acres) report (excerpts): i :
R A bathymetric survey was taken (a hydrographic SPEED N

survey which maps out the details of underwater LIMIT .L
terrain, important in terms of aiding navigation and =t

dredging activities). 5 “—L{

R Water quality results showed levels within the de-
sired range of a thriving fishery.

R Fishery assessmdatgemouth bass and bluegill,
with a few other species present in less S|gn_|f|cant REMINDER: The speed limit is 5 MPH on all
numbers. The majority of the bass sampled in the o
lake were betweefi®inches in length. lakes except Thagard, which is 32 MPH.

§ Blue Lake (8.86 acres) report: (excerpts)

R The lake has a lack of adequately sized forage pri-
marily due to the eabundance of predator spe-
cies.

B Subsurface structure seemed to hinder both recrea-
tional activity and proper ecosystem function.

R Report recommends stocking a triploid grass ¢

since they act as a biological control agent age/ COUNCIL SPECIAL MEET|NG\

nuisance aquatic vegetation. BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
3 Blue Lake will not be drawn down this year. MAY 18 6 PM

— "—"*—-‘ k‘a

Other concerns:

8§ Mr. McAninch spoke on the need for new lakeside resij . . . . . . !
understand the responsib A special meeting of the Whispering Pines Villagg Cqyry

have to address how new owners (on the lake) should| Nas been called for Wednesday, May 18, 2022 a

the rules about fertiliz| InthelowerleveloftheWhispering Pines VillagefHallyT
§ Mr. Nelson agreed, addi n| purpose ofthe special meeting is to solicit residemt ipub
tictankrulés hey canot Cl or ox ¢ the proposedFY 2@&Budget Ordinance for the Millage

§ Boat Lifts. Continued discussion on the placement of of Whispering Pines.
lifts, attachment (to the dock), permitting, extension fro

3



Special Council Meeting and Work Session Hig
April 27, 2022

All Council members were present. Mayor Glenn Bernhardkdéayteg the LDO and code enforcement as is.
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda

Vandercook. Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Villagg Mane r ul es wer e put in place
ager and Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrat¢r.] | age it i s, 0 emailed Sheil

They went on to say they do not want higher fences, just enforce
The Special Meeting the rules as they are written.

The purpose of the special meeting was to review a proposed

amendment (by Planning & Zoning) to the Land Developmemihiyiaminsky, Goldenrod Drive, spoke before the council.
nance (LDO) pertaining to screening standards / materials.i Ther e6s a reason why we pay

Screening refers to hiding or obscuring objects (e.g. boats,RYf'san i n ot her communities. 0
trailers, etc) placed in residential backyards within the Villagetirax't our nei ghbors keep up t
itsd not affecting the ETJ. |l akes, trailers belong in gat

concluded by saying that he appreciates that there are standard
Several residents voiced their opinions regarding the currerigpe.

proposed amendments. This was carried into the final hour of the

work session. Most comments (including several emails writtgn@ouncil then discussed the Planning & Zoning recommendz

Linda Christopher) were complimentary to the Council and fiins on height restrictions, types of screening materials
(vegetation or hard materials such as lattice or tarps), and if cha
es are implemented, what time period would be allowed to make
changes.

T'l Ph SiO LLC Ms. Christopher will write up the changes and notes from this
) y ; meeting and have it available for the May work session (5/25). T
Cash based, Direct Access Physical Therapy public is invited.

to get you back to your healthy life quickly and safely

Village Staff Budget Presentation

Mr. Lambdin presented a budget review for fiscal yiear July 1
June 30, 2023. The lengthy PowerPoint presentation provided ¢
overview of our facilities and capital dam projects, and a preview
the position classification plan, pay plan, and personnel salary &
benefits. It will be detailed at the May 4 special meeting.

Next Work Session: May 25 at 2pm.

= Manual and orthopedicinjuryand
prevention

=  Mobility/stability

= Balance Vestibular, Agility training
and exercise

= Dryneedling, Soft tissuework

= ART, Cupping, |IASTYM

= Spinal and peripheral joint
mobilization

Teresa “T"” Hess, PT

Cert SMT, OCS, CSCS, LII
Original Strength Coach

010-688-3606 www.tl-physio.com
94 Pine Lake Drive, Whispering Pines




Village Council Special MeéatiBgdget

May 4, 2022
All council members present: Glenn Bernhard, Mayor, Pamd¢larc ur r e d . AfWe have historic
ris, Mayor Pro Tem, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, LindaVahderr r j ob (so) not to worry a8

cook. Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village Manager,

Linda Christopher, Village Administrator, Cindy Graham, FReggareing staffing issues for the Police Department, Chief Grahe

Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, Jason Grahsaid that we have sufficient numbers currently, but that they are

Police Chief. looking to fill two positions because Lt. Dozier is leaving in Janue
and Ms. Weaver is leaving at the end of this year.

There were four people in the gallery.

The purpose of the meeting was to review, discuss and develop
consensus on tteftudget proposal.

Mr. Lambdin presented the proposed budget for the new fiscal
(July June 30, 2023) of $5,598,281. Mr. Lambdin made very
clear that these numbers do not include the American Rescue
Plan funds of $1+ million.

The State is projecting that revenues will be UP for the coming

year; there are no plans to increase Whispering Pinesbé
Expected revenues: $5,598,281. Projected expenditures:
$5,544,801 + $53,480 in the village contingency fund =

$5,598,281. NC state and local municipalities must produ . .

balanced budget. Aglng %utr eaCh SCI‘VICES
Department requests were détaltdite, Fire/Rescue, Public The dWZd i Agmg Well

Works, general administration, lakes and parks, environmg .

protection, and others. Salaries and benefits were include A r’
department. . -

The budget was reviewed line by line, looking at departme ;
guests and then village manager recommendations (per it We encourage s
Explanations were given regarding new equipment requey | =,

(cameras, tasers, fire tanker swivel dump chute, etc.). Lef lndependence,
discussions were on the Facilities Master Plan, particularly . ) 4 b
Public Works request for additional space and remodeling while safety . \ n e

Public Works requested several pieces of equipment such and securlty
TriMax motor attachment for grass mowing, an attachmen concerns are
Bobcat, and a bucket lift for tree cutting. These items had
cant price tags, but Mr. Kissinger said-tievpayld be real- also addressed.
ized quickly since there would not be a need to contract oy
services and that maintenance would behdnrsein

-

Care

Management

4
3 g
/ / "
4 |

910.692.0683 | AOSNC.com

Ms. Vandercook asked about purchasing used equipment A%S
than new. Mayor Bernhard
at used because of mainten




Village Council Highlights
May 11, 2022

All council members present: Glenn Bernhard, Mayor, PamgHagtsde enforcement activities continue to be mainly with traile
Mayor Pro Tem, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, Linda Vandercogkd debris
Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Ligda Mms, Roberts requested an additional layer of information to

Christopher, Village Administrator, Cindy Graham, Finance Offigedlp understand more clearly the violations/penalties, etc. N
Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, and Jason Graham, Polieghristopher said she would look into an adjustment on the

Chief.

There were six people in the gallery.
§
By consent, the Carolina
Bridge Road has been extended for another year.
§
Report from the Village Manager:
§ The Lakeview Drive bridge will be finisiéddayg. Road
striping will be done for safety.

Wa t @afionsellid¥difrénfthe Maya ndetiy. e |

reporting

Unfinished Business:

The new fiscal year budget was carefully reviewed, with moc
HyIQYe@r
page 1.)

The use of the 10 Hardee Lane Park over the summer by
groups was discussed. However, the installation of Phase |
infrastructure will begin in August (probably); therefore this
plan is considered a short term decision.

§ Improvements have begun on the walking trail betweensSunpf biggest concern was having teams, with no connection to
merfield and the airport property

8 The Spring Concert had48Dattendees; Public Works did
a quick and outstanding job ofugbean

8§

8§
HOMI;S SOLD IN 7
“Claire is not only personable, but also articulate,
professional, and loyal to your best interest even after the
sale. We've sold 8 homes in our time and honestly, Claire
Slyman is the best we’ve ever dealt with. She is honest,
caring, and a true expert in the home selling process.” §
~ Larry M
§

WHISPERING PINES PROPERTY GROUP
Claire Slyman, Owner/Realtor®

. Direct/Text: 910-690-7367
= claire.slyman@gmail.com
N whisperingpinesproperties.com

keep upwitH us! I3

Whispering Pines, make use of the park. WP does not char
for use of the parks, therefore outside groups could take ad-
vantage of our parks.

Al so debated was how to reg
a monopoly on time sl ot-s ev
| fs6 were discussed.

It was finally voted to amend Chaptee Code of Ordi-
nances/ LakesTh&or#irmmckisintendedtor e
manage the use of the park by Village residents, property ov
ers, and employees who are affiliated with an entity that wou
like to host recreational activity involving ten (10) or more pa
ticipants at a predetermined date/time. Questions regarding
the ordinance should be directed to Village Halk@t 910
3141.

New Business:

Hardee Lane Park Phase | construction will go out for bid. T
includes parking, lighting and utilities, sidewalks, and storm
water. Bathrooms will be done separately. The walking trail
will have three surface possiliildiesill use all théee

crushed stone, asphalt, and/or concrete. Managing and adm
istrating thHeidding processll cost $19,500. The Capital
Project budget ordinance amendment #1 to include the pro-
cess was approved.5

On June 29, Council will get briefed on bids and recommenc
tions at their work session

The Planning and Zoning Board to assume responsibilities ©
the Board of Adjustment pas6ed 5

Next Council meeting: June 8, 6pm at Village Hall.



Proposed Budget

(Continued from front page)

§ EquipmentPublic Works has requested several new piedéswever, other items have been forecasted as down, including

of machinery that will make their own personnel more pledatservices, environmental services (tipping feésjestnd

tive as well as eliminate the need to contract out some sam-the Spring Valley Spillway/Fire station project.

vices. Personal protection equipment has also been request-

ed for Police, up from last year. Also for the Police, a névorth Carolina State mandates that all municipalities must oper

patrol vehicle at $50,900. on a balanced budget. Therefore, the expenditures in the upco
ing fiscal will be met with revenues of the same amount (if not
more). Sales taxes, property taxes, utilities, investment earning
A4 Sther items all contribute to the revenues of Whispering Pin
§ Capital outlagarticularly the new Public Works building ofhere are no plans to increase taxes in our community.

$40k is requested and seen as an important part of the depart-

ment 6s growing needséan aFdrdaicampleteniek at thessubmittesl buatgetage th vwpncorg. o

area. Village Hall is looking at upgrading their network¢ad i ck on 6éagendas, minutes a

bling. cil 6, and click on May 4 spe

presentation. o

§ Services Some software contract serviceshatmdiser-
vices, or other IT services have been projected as incre

The debt service this year for the Spring Valley spillway/Fir

tati . . . ‘
and emergency action plan is $257,073. eT%@ﬂ?% a presentation and Public Hearing on the budget on M:

18 at 6pm, Village Hall. Residents are encouraged to attend, t
ask questions or voice opinions about the budget.

2022 -23 Proposed Budget Distribution
($)

149,177

m Public Works

1,182 B47

m Police

m Fire/Rescue

m Administration

m Environmental

1,065,785 m Debt Service/Contingency
m Transfers

m Other




s Tree Board
. Board

May 13, 2022

Meeting Highlights

Members presedibhn Bowman, Chair, Caroline Krom, Gret®ther:

Nintzel, Amanda Senff, and Tim Venjol@halid&€TJ mem-

Mr . Bowman recogni zed Ms.

Ni i

ber). Linda Christopher, Village Administrator, and Bob Kis¢giaget] be her final meeting (until a replacement has been founc
She has been on the Board for three years and has been instru-
mental in setting up the Facebook page, taking the minutes, anc
offering many significant ideas for the Board to consider. The
§ Mr. Bowman said that there will be two Tree Board vacBoaiesthanked her for her service.
(regular and alternate) to fill. The Village has received one
application so far. Decisions will be made by Village Council
Next meeting: Friday, October 7 (tentative) at 10am, Village Ha
§ Tree inventories* will continue throughout the summer. The
next scheduled park for the inventory is Thagard Lake & londerm project whereby the trees in each of the village park:
(beginning with beach parks and playground parks) will be ident
fied, measured to calculate the age of the tree, and a basic exar
nation as to the general health/condition of the trees. Upon comnr
§ The April 29 Arbor Day celebration was discussed. Thpletion, a report will be offered to the village as well as to Public

Public Works Director, were also in attendance.

Old Business:

in June.

June 20 at 10:30.
New Business:

Board thought overall that it was suécedsftdtional and
informative, met the goa

Works.

Il's of O6celebrating

USA, as well as having a good turnout of approximately 50

adults and children.
8§ Next year os
discussion.

celebration

wi |1

be on the October

ag

treesbo

The New Pitch Housing Repo|rt

The foll owing table shows

pending and c¢closings in Wh

i ng Pines ar ea-Casr oslhonvan REpng i

sociation of REALTORS, Mul

not include homes for salle

by Broker [/ REALTOR, Tim Ve
Whispering Pines Market Data

Homes for Sale 2 May 1, 2022

Homes Pending 26 May 1, 2022

Homes Sold 19 April 230, 2022

Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2022: 40

APaul’s Septic Tank Service

“A STRAIGHT FLUSH BEATS A FULL HOUSE”

* Septic Cleaning
“4 + Real Estate Inspection
il + Grease Traps
e

stin

bs and t he Wh

e TS
by NCSYU Copliant

Service. |

n f . j pr
07 o] Cdrtifed Ihspeltor
APaul’s Septic Tank Service
31149 Hillcreek Road
Wagram, NC 28396
PH 910-281-5895

FAX 910-281-0344

an

end:

e
n un
- -

t d
oVvi (



5198 NC Hwy. 211
West End, NC 27376

910-673-2200
i § Care

e .
PET CREMATORY ¢ Dignity
& CEMETERY Respect

www.goodshepherdpetcrematory.com

F SERVING y
'COMMUNITY
A A

Proud Sponsor of the Southern Pines Youth Rugby Club

N

THERN Pp
OgoUTH RUGBY

Elementary, Middle, and High School
boys & girls teams

~New players are welcome to join throughout the
season; no experience required~
(ages 4-18 years old)

www.southernpinesyouthrugby.com
info@southernpinesyouthrugby.com
Director/Head Coach, Joe Hogan
910--639-2199
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Fire Rescue Department

STAFFING CHALLENGES

§ There were thigix (36) hours during the month of April when only one (1) firefighted&y| Wwiash os below ounlezg
staffing of two (2) FF/EMTs beinhgtpbetween 7drhpm. Eight of those understaffed hours included no fire engirge driver be

onduty, which would have resulted in a delayed responseciaa#l paplunteer) driver to respond. However, therdingere
calls during that period.

§ Six (6) times during April we were alertedddheklcalls (within 30 minutes).

3 This situation occurs when edutgrpersonnel are committed to the first emergencytehithee@eived. We

then must hope that ourgeagall (volunteers) personnel are available to respond to the station, staff the approprial
paratus, then respond totengrgency.

Five (5) of thes® @alls were for medical calls within the fire district.
On all those calls;crty personnel cleared tteall to respond to thécll with no delay in response.

One of thex®alls was for an automatic fire alarm within the fire diprcall Paglunteer) personnel were able to
respond promptly

Demand for Service by Call Type

2021 Ap-2 2 2022YTI
Type o

# % # % # %
Medical 576] 66 55 6 6 195 57
Building Fire 109 12 8 10 49 14
Outside Fire 65 7 1 1 21 6
Service Call 37 4 4 5 18 5
Storm Damag¢ 1 2 1 2 2 16 5
Fire Alarm 4 2 5 8 10 16
Vehicle Accident 21 2 3 4 11
Investigation 6 1 1 1 6
Hazardous Condifon 6 1 1 1 6 2
Aircraft Emergendy O 0 0 0 2 1
Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 1 > 1
Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL | 874 341
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Police Department

CAMERAS KEEP WATCH AND RECORD 24/7

activity in the parks on Spring Valley Lake. More cameras

added i f approved in next
information Alived to thei
feed direct to their cell phones.

AThese cameras give our de
which is especially helpfu

Jason Graham exX

RS | are able to zoe@mon a specific
THESE PREMISES ||  area if they see something out of
PROTECTEDBY _|§| | ine. O Activit

VIDEO M & asneeded in the future.
AAl so hel pful e m p s
ters webdve set Ifra)raddiatpa)mkst owhpeonl i ce of fi c
- - - they close after 9pm. We are aleft-r at or | Li sa Weaver, i s abl
ed toany movement@sol | ed fApush notlafcltqe\,tltoynov),, tst‘? pﬁg WS cQae r
i mmedi ately check it out and respond, 0o he Chlef sai d.

Goal for the next year is to add cameras to the Pavilion on Thagard P||ce InmdenﬁsAprlI 2022
Lake plus Lakeview Park, so that all swim parks will be covered

Incident Type APR YTD
Burglary 0 1
Larceny 1 4
Vandalism 0 0
Assault 0 2
Fraud 0 27
Ordinance Violation$Varning Civil Penalty Warning Civil Penalty
Dog at Large 3 2 19 8
Barking dog 1 1 2 4
Park violations 20 0 56 0
Left: Transmitter on-fthei Gla®ighwhwayy obldai s [t B& wi4
from Village Hall and r el aly $oficdrtvidiafonst # € Rar|k gc amer asj.

A camera monitors activity %I'Eateéaﬁ(\r/ioila{i]ogszvaléleyleparké'

Police Statistics 2022

MONTH | INCIDENT] ARRESTS| ARTEST | ACCIDENTS WARNINGY h S| citamiong ST ION [ COMMUTITY BUSINESS
Januafy 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,00
Februpry24 5 8 3 97 105 97 13 214 954

MarcH 32 6 12 2 93 103 83 116 183 1,08
Apr i 23 8 12 5 93 103 98 126 297 1,04%
ToTALl 106 27 42 11 361 397 318 430 936 4,08

11



A Good Time to Sell ~~

Part Two

I'n the April edition
we focused on difficu
estate market for hom
Whi speri ngsPiPaes. TwHde
the story concerning
be newly constructed

Buyers who want a new home are facing a
di fficult market. Ther
tion in the area and almost none in Whis-

pering Pines. According to local realtor Emi
Webster, there are very few lots left, no

place to expand here. Builders with devel-
opments nearby have been hit with higher
prices for materials, longer lead times to get
materials delivered, (especially cabinets,

doors and windows) and difficulty finding

- A
and scheduling the labor required to com-

plete constrL_Jctlon. It may MG“?‘“? Some things are improving. Septic permisy York, California, Washington state,
longer to build a new home than it did tWgere taking 22 weeks because of a  and Colorado, are coming with cash. Claire
years ago. This trifecta of problems, coushortage of soil scientists at the Countyslyman estimates that one quarter of the
pled with peap demand, has changed Now some private contractors are certifieghes sold in Whispering Pines are cash
how bu_yers approach new construction gngg septic inspections and the processis| es. Buyerso6 homes
how builders offer new houses. No longgficker. Emi Webster said that labor ishan expected prices and Whispering Pines
can someone walk through a model hogeiiing back but everyone is still extremigees look like a bargain. Laura Gollehon
select a lot in a development, choose thg, sy, She said with the demand andreports home prices in Whispering Pines
f!o_or plan desw_ed, pick out thel_r des!redm ul'tiple buyers, faMge o &188,000ver ¥ 6ondd 1o $681K P
finishes, and sign a contract with afixed n g someone. o for a recent lakefront home sale. The recent
price and completion date. rise in interest rates from 2.25% to 4%

Renting not necessarily a viable  seems to have little impact on potential

Emi Webster explained there are no pre- option in this market buyers so far. Buyers with a VA loan can
sal es because buildersodé margins ar ey cu%

. . ; : to $425,00
when the price of materials goes up andfxel said a simple 3 bedroom/2bath > © T O W 1 P o
time to buiFI)d lengthens. Shg said r?ew chame rents for $2000 a month. VenjoHf paz the due d;llgenﬁe and the ability to |
struction prices can go up 20% betweerig@ages 90 rental properties. When h Eye;[rse rising prices that can stop potentia
start of construction until completion. B@fy/_er_tlses H? r?.t”talv he maya?@a@'g_. yers.
ers canét commi t tpdcatigns orfhateacaney. ten File ' , 0 -
a price. Instead, some builders will allow®i g1 i o finds itds %qﬁf@ﬁ Zaé T}{)'Q gvprdhing fgoa’n m%%

i i r e rifa duse to buy can be found and' M© ) omes 't :
realtors to put their name on a list to be Yy ork with first time

afford Moore County. First time buyers

e willing to get a fixer upper and
avt &ancial gift from family, but
en have to look elsewhere. Venjohn is
ncerned that people we want to live here

ara

notified when a new home is 90% compfétg diligence money is available.
(about 4 weeks from completion) or get 24 _ . miaht b
hourso notice t ha tSomer raalipis eport angncrgaéeimdngimghtrh
market. vidual investors buying homes for the

pose of renting, particularly in Pinehurs?.

But not all builders have lists. Some redtlowever there does not appear to be ot : , ,
] - ti b i 8 (‘-,NF' EEINATRLNES
tors drive around subdivisions lookingfd? 0 r at 1 ons uyil ng h[anEPWiI settﬁe?or ah

nearly completed homes then check witfore likely to happen in a larger city. ![hat may not be in Mooarga(r;t&?-,rt]; Cgmipvt\e/éb_
the builder. Tim Venjohn recently had a : '

; ster is concerned when she sees people
buyer who closed on a new home and How can people afford these prices? stretlching to com(;N up with the casph fopr due
moved |nAbut they havg no ploor knobs. Real t or s s a y it 0s diigénee asdaigher pricesl ket eve
Theyodore waiting. where. People moving from areas like _

(Continued ne:
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~~ A Tough Time to Buy

Will this market hold? This market isndét easy

No one has a crystal ball to tell the future, but generally the itgal&giressful to be a buyer and stressful to be a realtor. Everyth
in this article are optimistic that prices will hold. Moore Courigyurgent. When a house goes on the market, realtors and buyel
Sanford and the Raleigh/Durham area are growing. That withusepct immediately to have a chance to buy a house. Everyth
demand high. People see buying a home as an investment happens in a couple éayst months. Slyman said she can write
think itéds a good value. R ¢en offeroandnotget & sale. Labs of timenisespentavithecalleand
just Whispering Pines. A slowdown in Covid and correctioneshailp- Venjohn has invested two years working with a buyer wi
ply chain issues coupled with workers returning to jobs mightaspeat found a house. It looks like a good time to sell, but solic
up the market. Potential increases in interest rates might cagsgce for anyone thinking about selling in this hot market: Make
buyers to be more cautious as it restricts their buying powersanel you have somewhere to go before you sell.

that could lessen demand. Increasing gas prices could dissuade

people from long commutes, but then an increase in salesoheled- f ol | owi ng up on t heAprfQuer
tric cars could counter gas prices. Who knows? Emi Webstexdiion)they put a bid in on a house in Foxcroft recently. They
seeing Aémore resales staydadnhidottigetl ecmgegethodseven Tthiedo u ¢
little on the market for resale.

910-512-2286
thore ﬁr Yo ik ﬂ/li/é;uﬁ}y Fires!

O Gutter cleaning

O Minor home repair

PLUMBING O Pressure washing

QUALITYo TRUSTo SERVICE d Furniture assembly
910-947-2962 o
NC LIC. 31451 CARTHAGE, NC Bigdaddyal62@yahoo.com




Tt S  Horton Grove Nature Preserve
 TAKE A HIKE 7360 Jock Road, Bahama2RED3

GPS Coordinates: 36.142283843658

By Greta Nintzel

C. and | decided we wanted to end our hike in the rolling grasse
of the meadow, so we started on Peaks Loop in the deciduous
woods across the gravel road. This loop winds through a few ro
©ficrops, then heads down slightly to a small stream. It was qu
d%e teady breeze swayed the very tops of the big old hickories a
: e were surprised by all of the wild

Horton Grove Nature Preserve is the largest Triangle Land
servancy property that is open to the public. It covers 708 a
was a nearly perfect morning when we pulled into the parkin af X
at the end of Jock Road; temperatures inG0s and a few rest flowers popping out of the ground

puffy clouds roaming the bluest blue early spring skies. Therd d us. These many hued harbihgers

only one other car in the Iogsprlngat%%full\ﬁ%van?geé)fﬁh OUe 555 pat he
soul once we got to walking. led sunlight on the forest floor before the

canopy fills in and further limits the
amount of light that makes it past tHe
gfaps. The f!owers brimmed ovel the
e of the trail and ran bac_k Wild iris
etween the trees. | recognized
dwoytvild irigndnative clovethere were many other wood-
and species | could not name.

Neither of us had realized prior to our arrival that all the trail§r§
are named in honor of the enslaved families who were force
work the land in and around the existing preseevene of the
largest plantations in North Carolina. After your hike if you al
terested, you can stop andHissdric Stagvitight next door
which opened in the late 1970s, to provide a more comprehensive

historical perspective. A few birds chittdrattered to each other from hidden spots in the

understory; a rustling every now and again alerted us to other c
The meadow, with its restored grassland, is the focal point beyrddS Nest l'ed in last yearos

the main parking | ot. Here S uH"I%rrbqun Off]quRc?ad'aWhiﬂlsrﬂftSQatq' adS"gWIY \geﬂer e

trails and a short description of the African American familie ooded area with denser mats of vegetation instead of dried lez

whose names link you to the hike you are about to take. | th aﬁfgﬁg\%e followed Justice Loop to the Hart Trail and then back

lot about restoration on thi§ hike the land brings with it all h olnlanbLoloé) tqlthe mr:eadow. There are 8 mlltes oLtratlls ¢
that has happened on it through to the present day. ere-soon to be 1Y miles, when a néw spur connecting Horton

Grove Nature Preservdistoric Stagviidefinalized.

Sometimes there are two types of time that converge: geologic
and societal. We become better humans by considering these
intersections. Horton Grove embodies this corgesitigg

and humanity braided together in a deep story that is worth our
consideration.

-Courtesy Horton Grove web page

The paths on the Horton Grove property loop together on either
side of the road which bisects the preserve. Choose a short hike
through one geographic zone or you can add more loops to extend
your time and experience more varied terrains.
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