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A Newspaper  featuring Village News, Chit Chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from the Pinesò APRIL 2022 

Finding Homes in WP Not Easy 

Does it deserve the ñMoore County Beautification Awardò? 

Continued on page 10 
(Story and more info on page 21) 

Jayla and Ryan Query started looking for a 
home two years ago.  They currently live in 
Aberdeen in a rental owned by Ryanôs fa-
ther, a Whispering Pines resident. Theyôve 
seen a lot of homes and have placed offers 
on three and lost all three. One they lost 
after bidding $40,000 over the asking price.  
They found out about a house from a friend 
but it sold the first day on the market to the 
first bidder. They touch base with their real-
tor, Tim Venjohn, once or twice a week and 
the Querys and Venjohn keep their eyes 
open for new listings. They have looked all 
over Moore County, doubled the amount 
they are willing to spend, and still have had 
no luck. The rise in interest rates hasnôt 
deterred them; in fact they are hoping this 

will dissuade some potential buyers and 
possibly lower prices. 
 
A simple case of supply and demand 
Venjohn, a broker/REALTOR with 
Rhodes & Co. Real Estate, has lived in 
Whispering Pines for 30 years and has 
sold real estate here for 20 years. Heôs 
seen slow times when a home could take 
9 months to sell. A healthy market for 
Whispering Pines was a home sale after 
3-4 months.  Buyers had good options 
with fair and balanced prices.  The current 
sellerôs market does not fit his description 
of a healthy market. 
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If youôre concerned about how governance, whether on the local, 
county, state, or the whole country, be aware that there are a mul-
titude of candidates running for office on the primary ballot.  Regis-
tered Democrats and Republicans will select their partyôs candi-
dates for: 

§ US Senate 
§ US Congress 
§ NC Statehouse 
§ Moore County judges, commissioners 

 
All voters, including registered Independents, will vote for: 

§ Moore Country school board 
 

Early voting is available April 28 through May 14 at the Board of 

Elections offices, 700 Pinehurst Avenue, Carthage. 

Residents of Whispering Pines vote at the Police Station during 
the hours of 7:00 amð7:30 pm.  There is no requirement to show 
identification to vote. 
 
The General Election is Tuesday, November 8. 
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Primary Election is May 17 

Village Outdoor Concert 
Saturday, April 30, 2022. 6pm to 9pm  

Village Activity Field, 10 Hardee Lane 

The Sand Band 

Bring your blankets and chairs and enjoy an evening  

with your family, friends and neighbors. 

There will be food trucks and a beer/wine tent 

Pick your seat any time after 5:00pm 
No pets allowed. Do not bring your pets to any Village sponsored 

events. 
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Planning & Zoning Highlights 

March 16, 2022 

The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attend-
ed by Shane Stauffer (Chair), Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, Ken 
Riggsbee.  Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was also pre-
sent.   
 
Update from Zoning Administrator  

§ Ms. Christopher reported that Council has approved expand-
ing the Planning and Zoning board to seven membersð6 vil-
lage residents and 1 ETJ resident. 

 
New Business 
The Land Development Ordinance (LDO) will be amended for lan-
guage changes to show that the P&Z Board will also serve as the 
Board of Adjustment (BOA).  These modifications will clarify the 
additional duties of the P&Z, while at the same time, removing 
them as duties formerly of Village Council. 
 
Ms. Christopher said that future BOA meetings will be announced 

All members were in attendance:  Rich Crotty, Chair, Ron Bou-
dreau, Roy Cochrun, Eileen Giglio, and Hunter Miller.  Village staff 
included Linda Christopher and Bob Kissinger. 
 
Mr. Crotty restated the mission of the committeeðthat it is charged 
with exploring sites within the village, suggest the type and style of 
the memorial, and to determine its cost.  The committee is target-
ing Veteranôs Day (2022) to have everything ready. 
 
The committee will look at six sites for the memorial:  Across from 
the police station near the flag pole or elsewhere at the10 Hardee 
Lane property, Foundersô Park, Oakview Park, Lucyôs Dream Park 
(or nearby), a two-acre site at Summerfield, and on Niagara-
Carthage at the end of Thagard Lake (where the old marina/
Carolina Water offices were located). 
 
Yet to be decided is whether the memorial will be a ócontemplativeô 
area or a ódrive-byô scenario.  The site must be able to handle pow-
er for lighting, water availability for landscape care and parking, 
among other details.   
 

as, ñThe Planning and Zoning Board sitting as the Board of Adjust-
ment.ò  The Board will hear variances, stop work orders, civil pen-
alty appeals, and a few other situations.  These meetings will not 
be live-streamed, and Ms. Christopher cautioned the Board not to 
discuss any case with other members, interview applicants ahead 
of time, or come to the meeting with a pre-determined decision.  
Decisions made by the Board will be based on the testimony at the 
hearing. 
 
The Board approved the amendment to the LDO 5-0. 
 
Additional Comments: 
Mr. Venet asked if the property at 11 Country Club Blvd had been 
looked at by the Code administrator since the fence appeared to 
be non-conforming. Ms. Christopher said she would look into it. 
 
Next Meeting:  April 20 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 

There are many designs for a memorial:  a series of flags, honor 
plaques, a stone (e.g. granite) structure, an eternal flame, gazebo, 
artillery--the list goes on.  Ms. Giglio suggested the website na-
tionalwarmemorialregistry.org as a good place to get ideas. 
 
Once the committee has a firmer idea of a location and type of 
memorial, they will research the cost of the project. 
 
Later in the year, a survey will be sent to Whispering Pines resi-
dents asking for their opinion of the committeeôs ideas.  From there, 
the committee will make any broad changes or moderate tweaks 
and present the project to Village Council.   

Memorial Committee Highlights 

April 7, 2022 
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All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, 
Mayor Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and 
Linda Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, 
Village Manager, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Linda Christo-
pher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, and Bob Kissinger, Pub-
lic Works Director. 
 
Village Staff /Agenda Items-Rich Lambdin 
Mr. Lambdin gave an update on the Facility Master Plan Review, 
offering options and priorities.   
§ Discussed first was the potential floor plan for a renovation of 

the Public Works building (vs. constructing an addition to the 
building).  
ß A new storage building with 8 bay doors, $180k-

$200k.   
ß Mr. Kissinger said converting the building to a work-

shop, including bays for storage, and adding a lift to 
service village machines and equipment would be 
advantageous. 

§ Village Hall with Council Chambers combination with Communi-
ty Building. 
ß Network cabling $3k-$7kðcould be available in cur-
rent yearôs budget 

ß HVAC cost estimate:  $145k-$160k 
 
Mr. Lambdin reminded Council that the óconceptô for Village Hall has 
been around since 2006.  Regarding the Community Building, op-
tions will be discussed after July 1. (Edit Note:  upcoming fiscal year 
budget [2022-2023] will have been passed, so Community Building 
budgeting will not be available for the upcoming yearðall things 
being equal.) 
 
A draft ordinance for feeding wild animals (not birds except for 
geese)ðwill be on the Councilôs April agenda.  The original wording 
caused some confusion and concern to residents who have bird 
feeders. 
 
There was continued discussion for backyard screening standards.  
Shown were various styles of RVs and trailers.  Other vehicles 
which would be affected are boats on trailers (taller than 66ò), golf 
carts not meeting height requirements, and commercial vehicles.  
Fencing or natural screening heights, temporary permitting, and 
other items were discussed.  The topic will be addressed again at 
the special council meeting to be held on April 27 at 1 pm. 
 
Remember:  if residents have questions, call Village Hall 910-949-
3141. 
 
Council Items 

§ Continued discussion regarding óVision Statementô for 10 Hard-
ee Lane Park. 

§ Ms. Roberts raised the subject of a ómulti-modalô plan in the 
Villageðbike path, walking, greenway trails, etc.  NCDOT can 
help coordinate a project, which would more than likely require 
a grant.  However, Mayor Bernhard was reticent on a grant 
program, saying, ñéthe cost/benefit isnôt clear.  Rules from the 
state could apply, affecting the costs.ò  Ms. Roberts thought 
that there could be an ad hoc committee to write the grant.   
ß A webinar on the topic (grants) will be attended by the 

Mayor Bernhard, Mayor Pro Tem Harris, Rich Lamb-
din, Linda Christopher and Bob Kissinger.  A report 
will be given at the April 13 Council meeting. 

 
 
Next Work Session meeting:  Wednesday, April 27, 2pm. 

Council Work Session Highlights 

March 23, 2022 
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Village Council Meeting Highlights 

April 13, 2022 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda 
Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Di-
rector, and Jason Graham, Police Chief.  There were 11 people in 
the gallery. 
 
Report from the Village Manager/Questions from Council 
§ Mr. Lambdin reported that the architect for the Public Works 

renovation project has forwarded plans to the electrical engi-
neer and will take about 3-4 weeks to get information. 

§ The Lakeview Bridge project has a problemðit was supposed 
to look like Thunder Bridge on South Lakeshore, but the bricks 
were installed the wrong way.  This will be re-done at no 
charge. 

§ The court case for the over-sized garage at 129 Lakeview 
Drive has been denied by the Superior Court judge.  The own-
er has 30 days to appeal. 

§ The Dixie pipeline (Corp headquarters-Apex, NC) at Martin 
Drive has been repaired. The homeowners in the area were 
appreciative of the quick response.  The pipeline system 
transports propane and runs about 88 miles in NC; its starting 
point is in Texas and goes up to Apex.   

 
Unfinished Business 
§ As a follow-up to Ms. Roberts request (in March) to look into a 
ómulti-modalô grant for a greenway/walking/bicycle paths, two 
council members and several staff members participated in a 
webinar that explained the intricacies of obtaining a grant for 
communities under 10,000 residents.  In the end, the mayor 
said, ñItôs a high bar with the hopes of getting a grant.ò  Hiring 
a specialist or lawyer would be needed.  ñSmall village, small 
purse strings,ò was the mayorôs comment. 
 

New Business 
§ Proposed amendment to the Code of Ordinances (COD) re-

garding the feeding of wild birds.  One resident wanted to 
know the difference between feeding ña sparrow and a Turkey 
Vulture.ò  Birds of prey are the key factorðsparrows, cardi-
nals, blue birds, etc., are not birds of prey (whereas turkey 
vultures, hawks, etc., are considered as such).  The language 
changes to the COD were approved 5-0. 

§ Consideration of the ARP Grant Project Ordinance replace-
ment.  Ms. Graham attended the webinar to learn about 
ósupplanting salariesô in accordance with the many rules of 
grant usage.  Having learned the guidelines, the village will 
spend current budgeted money (for salaries, etc.) in the first 9 

months of the current fiscal, and supplant the ARP money 
($1,083,253) as of July 1.  This was adopted 5-0. 

§ There will be a special meeting of the Council regarding 
screening standards for backyards on April 27 at 1:00 at Vil-
lage Hall. 

§ Lakeview Drive land gap.  There is a triangular piece of land 
between Lakeview Drive and Rookery (Herons Brook) which 
might be owned by the village, but there is no record or deed 
of ownership at this time.  The village lawyer will do a title 
search.  If the land is owned by WP, there is no access to it.  
ñIt has no benefit if it is landlocked,ò remarked Mr. Conway.  
The village will look at options once the ownership is deter-
mined. 

 
Informal Discussion/Public Comment 
§ Kathleen Boyle, on behalf of the Ladies Aerobics 55+ group, 

praised the Public Works team for the many improvements to 
the Community Building. 

§ Ms. Roberts gave stats on average driving speeds on Hardee 
Lane (32 mph/6,000 vehicles in a 7 day period).  She also said 
that South Lakeshore and Cardinal had instances of drivers 
going 52mph.  This was done via the police and digital speed 
signs.  (See also Police update, page XX). 

§ Mr. Lambdin reminded residents that if they see an unlawful 
(or questionable) activity, to call the Policeðnot post it on Fa-
cebook. 

§ Ms. Harris would like the village to look into signage for the 
use of the 10 Hardee Lane Park (residents only) and the rules 
for fireworks on July 4. 

 
Next regular Council meeting:  Wednesday, May 11, 6pm at Village 
Hall. 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Type of Call 
2021 Mar-22 2022 YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 40 52 140 54 

Building Fire 109 12 13 17 41 16 

Outside Fire 65 7 8 10 20 8 

Storm Damage 12 1 0 0 14 5 

Service Call 37 4 6 8 14 5 

Fire Alarm 42 5 3 4 8 3 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 3 4 8 3 

Investigation 6 1 1 1 5 2 

Hazardous Condi-
tion 

6 1 2 3 5 2 

Aircraft Emergen-
cy 

0 0 1 1 2 1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 1 >1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   77   258   

SIGNIFICANT MARCH EVENTS 

The Whispering Pines Fire/Rescue Department assisted in five 
house or structure fires outside village limits (Pinehurst/Pinewild 
(2), Carthage, Vass (2)).   

 

It also responded to two medical emergencies: 

§ A bicyclist was hit by a vehicle on Vass-Carthage Road.  The 
victim was brought to Moore County Airport and flown by Air-
Care to UNC Medical Center for further treatment.   

§ An overdose was called in; three personnel responded.  Nar-
can was administered to the unresponsive patient who then 
became conscious and alert. 
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Incident Type YTD  MAR  

  Burglary 1   1  

  Larceny 3   0  

  Vandalism 0   0  

  Assault 2   0  

  Fraud 27   6  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  16 6  8 2 

  Barking dog  1 3  1 3 

  Park violations  36 0  13 0 

  Right-of-way  24 4  15 3 

 Golf cart violations  0 ð  0 ð 

  Skate park violations  14 ð  7 ð 

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 
MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 

ARREST 
CHARGES 

ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 
WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

February 24 5 8 3 97 105 97 13 214 954 

March 32 6 12 2 93 103 83 116 183 1,080 

TOTAL 83 19 30 6 267 293 220 304 639 3,042 

Police IncidentsñMarch 2022 

SPEEDSTERS:  Itõs Your Community 

The Whispering Pines Police Department has been monitoring 
speeds within the village with its ñStreet of the Weekò program.  

They have been collecting data on 
the areas most requested by resi-
dents to be watched.  

 ñThe most problematic area was 
found to be on South Lakeshore 
Drive,ò Chief Graham stated, alt-
hough it does vary by day of the 
week and time of day.  ñI am not 
happy that so many of the cars 
found to be speeding were driven 
by residents, not outsiders,ò he con-
tinued.  ñWe need for residents to 
take ownership of the problem and 
be responsible drivers.ò  

The speed limit on all village streets is 25 mph except for Airport, 
Hardee, Niagara-Carthage and Rayôs Bridge, which are at 35 mph. 

 

PARK CAMERAS IN PLACE 

Police will be able to monitor activity at both Spring Valley parks 
and the Skate park with live feeds to their police cars and the po-
lice station.  The video will also be recorded in case needed for 
evidentiary purposes.   

 

POLICE POSITION AVAILABLE 

With the recent departure of one officer, the WPPD is looking for a 
replacement.  Chief Graham noted that the successful candidate 
must be certified or able to get certified in North Carolina.  ñWe pay 
competitively for the area, but qualified applicants are hard to find 
these days,ò the Chief said.  Residents are asked to contact or visit 
the WPPD if any interest. 

DOGS, DOGS, DOGS 

A review of the police statistics shows that 

the WPPD spends an inordinate amount of 

their time dealing with escaped dogs and 

barking dogs.  It seems that many house-

holds within the village have numerous 

pets that are not being controlled properly.  

Check out the Whispering Pines Life Facebook page for more ex-

amples of pets at large. 

As a reminder, the village requires dogs to be on a leash if off the 

ownerôs property.  Non-compliance may result in a civil penalty for 

each offense. 
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Minutes from the Village Council meetings and the monthly man-
agerôs reports provide residents with information on actions taken 
by the Village.  Sometimes those actions lead to further activity in 
the Village but the status isnôt reported at the meetings.   Or, some-
times projects occur that donôt require Council action. Hereôs an 
update on some things you might want to know. 
 
§ The new building for Carolina Water on Rays Bridge Road 

should be delivered April 14. 
 
§ The contractor will be pouring cement when the rain stops so 

the bridge on Lakeview Drive can meet its scheduled com-
pletion the end of April. 

§ Mo Rashani, a Whispering Pines resident, opened R&R Ci-
gars and Vape6, located between Headquarters Barber 
Shoppe & Shave and the WP Corner Kitchen on Route 22. 
Rashani owns several other similar shops in North and South 
Carolina. The hours of operation are 9-9 Monday-Saturday 
and 10-8 Sunday. 

§ The camera and solar panel are installed at the park on 
Spring Valley Lake.  However, they are not connected at this 
time (see also Police Department update, page XX). 

§ The larger ramps at the skate pad were removed by their 
owners.  The Village has no plans at this time to add more 
equipment. 

§ Public Works has set up a designated parking area at 10 
Hardee Lane.  The goal is to protect the area of the field 
where concerts and events will be held. 

§ Hummingbird Lane lawsuitðOn Thursday, April 13, 2022, 
Superior Court Judge James Webb presided over the continu-
ance of a Special Proceeding filed by Danny and Patricia 
Batchelor on March 3, 2020 against The Village of Whispering 
Pines, Elizabeth C. Cox, Chris J Cox, David Carroll Cherry 
and Karen Horner Cherry.  The Batchelors rely on Humming-
bird Lane for access from their property to public roads.  
Deeds and maps for the property owned by the Cherrys and 
the Coxs show Hummingbird Lane. However, according to 

Karen Cherry, land her father purchased included Humming-
bird Lane so it is private property, not a road.  An earlier deci-
sion in August 2021 by Judge Webb determined the portion of 
Hummingbird Lane that lies in the Village where it intersects 
with Cardinal Drive and Martin Way is a public road. The por-
tion of Hummingbird Lane outside the corporate limits of Whis-
pering Pines is a private road. The judge left it to the attorneys 
to draft an order outlining the agreement for the portion of 
Hummingbird Lane that will be a private road.  A survey of the 
road was also required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

News from Other Media Outlets that  
Might Impact Whispering Pines 

 
From the Sandhills Sentinel, the Southern Pines Planning Board ap-
proved the Ace Hardware planned development.  Randy Saun-
ders, a Whispering Pines resident and owner of the property, said 
the present Ace Hardware (at the airport traffic circle) will become 
something else but does not have a new tenant in place. Saunders 
said that the new Ace Hardware ñis needed to make room for more 
employees and merchandise.ò  The existing Ace Hardware is 
20,000 square feet, with 3,500 square feet of greenhouse and 
6,500 square feet of garden space. The proposed new Ace Hard-
ware, between Capital Drive and Lindberg Place, is 53,000 square 
feet, with 8,500 square feet of greenhouse and 16,000 square feet 
of garden space. 

To read the entire article, go to 
www:sandhillssentinental.com 

 
 
Is something going on in Whispering Pines that you would like to 
know more about?  A call to Village Hall might answer your ques-
tion. Or contact The New Pitch at wpnewpitch@gmail.com. Maybe 
we can find out the news, chit chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from 
the Pinesò for you. 

The Village of Whispering Pines has ñno dog in this fightò ac-
cording to Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, since the private 
road lies outside the corporate limits.  Counsels for Cherry/
Cox and Batchelors reviewed a proposed ten point order that 
included an easement on Hummingbird Lane for the Bachelors 
to use the private road for access, utility and drainage work, 
however Cherry/Cox did not agree to its terms.  After the judge 
requested the parties to try again to work out the agreement, 
counsel for Cherry/Cox asked for compensation for the pro-
posed easement but did not have a dollar figure in mind.  The 
court is holding the matter open and will convene again on 
June 30, 2022 to allow the parties to finalize the agreement. 

mailto:wpnewpitch@gmail.com
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A Good Time to Sell ~~ A Tough Time to Buy 

Claire Slyman, Owner/Realtor with Whis-
pering Pines Property Group who has been 
selling real estate since 2011, mourns 
ñThereôs simply no inventory!ò According to 
Slyman, the market dried up beginning in 
2020.  When Covid started, the only people 
selling a house were those who had to 
move. People stopped downsizing and 
moving to be near family. No one wanted 
anyone coming through their home, but 
demand started to grow.  After a year at 
home, people started wanting more 
spaceða home office, another bedroom, or 
a place for home schooling. Military families 
were still coming and going.  People work-
ing from home realize they could live any-
where and Whispering Pines is attractive. 
People like the lakes, the sense of commu-
nity, and low crime.  US News and World 
Report listed the Raleigh/Durham area #2 in 
their list of the ó25 Best Places to live in the 
USô in 2021-2022.   
 
Laura Gollehon, Realtor/Broker with Berk-
shire Hathaway said, ñWe enjoyed some of 
that overflow.ò  People who work in the 
Raleigh area who only need to be in the 
office once or twice a week can choose to 
live outside the city.ò  Venjohn concurred.  
ñA house selling for $750,000 in Raleigh 
may only cost $500,000 here. 
 
Itôs a good time to sell  
Emi Webster, a broker/agent with kw Pine-
hurst, KellerWilliams Realty, has been sell-
ing real estate for 17 years.  ñIôve never 

seen anything like it.ò  And Cassie Drexel, 
a Broker with Carolina Property Sales with 
15 yearsô experience selling in Whispering 
Pines, agrees. ñEverything sells,ò including 
homes that are generally slower on the 
market, such as houses with issues and 
two bedroom houses. 

 
Slyman reported that multiple offers are 
common and houses generally sell over 
list price.  Properties sell quickly, often in a 
day or two.  She canôt remember a price 
reduction on a home in the past two years.  
A homeôs list price doesnôt reflect compa-
rable sale prices any longer and it doesnôt 
matter if a home doesnôt appraise for sale 
price. ñThe market value of a home is what 
itôs worth today to a buyer,ò affirms Eileen 
Giglio, Broker/REALTOR with Everything 
Pines Partners Real Estate.  
 
Sales generally close in 30 days, 2 weeks 
if itôs a cash offer. According to Multiple 
Listing Service (MLS) data for March, the 
average sale price compared to the origi-

nal list price was 108.2%.  However, a 
house listing for $300,000 can sell for 
$350,000 and a house listed at $550,000 
can go for $600,000 depending on location 
and desirability. Slyman said that the top of 
the list for her clients with young families is 
a house in Arrowstone or Summerfield, then 
houses on lakes. A seller can improve the 
desirability of a property by having evidence 
of a solid roof, septic and HVAC system. 
Even though inspections are still done, 
theyôre seen as ñhoney do listsò according to 
Slyman.   Sellers do not often agree to re-
pair anything. And Slyman says sale prices 
in Whispering Pines are high.  In the past 
year there have been 8 sales over 
$600,000, 28 over $500,000 and 94 over 
$400,000.  
 
Gollehon provided the Summary Statistics 
from the 2022 MLS and FBS shown in the 
chart at the bottom of this page. 
 
 
Itôs a tough time to buy  
The days of shopping for a home are in the 
past.  Buyers no longer look at several 
homes in their selected area and then nego-
tiate for their chosen home.  There are no 
counter offers.  Buyers now identify an area 
theyôd like to live in, the size house theyôd 
like to have and a price point.  Then they 
get pre-qualified and wait until something 
close to their wish list becomes available. 
 

 a!w/I ¸¢5 

 
2022 2021 % Chg 2022 2021 % Chg 

Average List Price $483,800  $407,009  +18.87 $477,227  $390,405  +22.24 

Median List Price $545,000  $402,545  +35.39 $530,000  $400,000  +32.5 

Average Sales Price $485,500  $402,961  +20.48 $469,974  $386,857  +21.49 

Median Sales Price $545,000  $418,000  +30.38 $460,000  $403,650  +13.96 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

Continued from Front Page 

(Continued next page) 

http://www.flexmls.com/copyright_notice.html?2
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For the past year there have been fewer than 12 active listings per 
month according to MLS data.  In March there were two homes for 
sale in Whispering Pines. Buyers must act fast to have a shot at 
buying a house. Houses that will be multi-listed can be advertised 
as ñcoming soonò and canôt be shown until the listing is active.  
However, photo galleries and videos of these homes can be 
viewed by potential buyers and the homes are frequently under 
contract the day they become available with multiple offers. Homes 
are often bought sight unseen with buyers relying on Facebook or 
video.  Military buyers have often bought this way when returning 
from overseas.  Buying sight unseen is not unusual.  
 
Drexel exclaimed, ñRecently, a home listed at $300,000 and had 11 
offers. It sold for $350,000 to a cash buyer who closed in two 
weeks.ò  In order to get a bid considered, a buyer needs to offer top 
price, usually over the list price. When a contract is accepted, the 
buyer pays due diligence money directly to the seller to seal the 
deal.  This is a nonrefundable payment and has gone from several 
hundred dollars to $25,000 or up to $100,000.  If a buyer walks 
away from the sale, the due diligence money is lost. 
 
What makes a good offer? The amount of the due diligence pay-
ment, how quickly closing can occur, willingness to wave inspec-
tion, asking for no contingencies, and allowing seller flexibility.  
Sellers sometimes need time before moving.  Some buyers will 
close and let the sellers stay for free.  Giving whatever the seller 
wants improves the offer.  
 
ñIf you see something, act fast,ò counsels Venjohn. 
 
 
End of Part One.  The New Pitch will have more on this  
story in the May issue, specifically concerning obstacles 
confronting new build situations. 

 

 

 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale    1 April 1, 2022 

    Homes Pending 24 April 1, 2022 

    Homes Sold     6 March 1-31, 2022 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2022:   21 
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Why has it taken me so long to write about this jewel of a park only 
55 minutes from Whispering Pines?   

 

According to the US Department of Agricultureôs Forest Serviceôs 
website, the Uwharrie National Forest was first purchased by the 
federal government in 1931 during the Great Depression. The land 
was known as the Uwharrie Reservation. 

 

In 1961, President John F. Kennedy proclaimed these federal 
lands in Montgomery, Randolph, and Davidson Counties the 
Uwharrie National Forest. It is one of the most recently formed in 
the National Forest System.  You can read more at:  
www.fs.usda.gov/main/nfsnc/about-forest. 

 

C. and I took advantage of the unseasonably spring-like tempera-
tures and hauled our gravel bikes over to the Troy-Albemarle area 
to check out the extensive mountain biking trails running across 
this stunning set of woods, rocky outcrops and creeks. The Uwhar-
ries sidle up to the Yadkin River and associated lakes to the west 
and the Little River to the east. 

There are 22 miles for biking out here; three separate trails that 
connect at specific points and require different levels of technical 
agility. Weôve hiked the trails in this multi-county forest a number of 
times. Since this was our first bike outing, we decided to explore 
Wood Run Road which heads up the ridge.  Itôs a broad stretch of 
work road that is 11 miles round trip.  

 

As soon as we lifted the bikes off the rack, a symphony of amphibi-
ansðpossibly upland chorus frogsðstarted singing in the woods. 
This choir followed us all the way up the trail which parallels a 
creek and spills out on intermittent wetlands. I could not stop smil-
ing for all the frogs crrreeeeekking in unison. As we pedaled and 
pedaled, they filled our ears with pure joy. 

 

The day we rode, the trailða wide sand and dirt path with gravelð
included some muddy stretches due to recent rain. The first mile or 
so up to a second small parking area and a restroom is shared 
with car traffic, so stay aware. Once you reach the restroom, the 
path continues to the right beyond a set of gates where only bikers 
and hikers are allowed.  Itôs considered an easy ride, meaning 
there are no drops or single-track areas with roots, logs or other 
obstacles to tackle. If you are a less-seasoned rider, pace yourself. 
The incline of Wood Run Road is to be reckoned with until you turn 
around and head back down to the trailhead. 

 

The forest is still in its in-between zone. The deciduous trees are 
barely showing buds and the windswept tops of the pine trees are 
the only patches of green that catch your eyes as you gaze out 
across the canopy. I did spot striped wintergreen, also called pip-
sissewa, in the leaf litter when we stopped for a few gulps of water. 
Like its name, its leaves are green all winter. It puts out beautiful 
little sets of fragrant white flowers every summer that face the 
earth. 

 

As we finished up our ride, we ran into a group of a dozen or more 
students from Davidson College packing up bundles of gear. 
Theyôd camped the previous few nights, including enduring over-
night temperatures in the 20s! These young people were a refresh-
ing, energetic force, and reminded me to try to stay grounded, 
open minded and awed in all situations. Spending time in places 
like the Uwharrie National Forest reinforces the presence of the 
deep interconnected systems that allow all of us to flourish in this 
ever-inspiring region.  

Trail view. 

Uwharrie National Forest 
NC 24/27 Trailhead parking lot 

Between Troy and Albemarle, NC 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/nfsnc/about-forest
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Our History  

The Village Budget 

Boring! Dull!  These are some of the nicer things 
said about the Village budget.  However, without a 
budget, the Village would not be able to offer the 
services we have come to expect. 
 
When the Village was incorporated in 1969, the first 
yearôs budget was $42,270.  Because the Village 
was incorporated mid-year, the first approved budg-
et was a 15-month budget.  From $42 thousand to 
$4,715,576 million in 53 years. 
 

Tax rate: Reduced from 91 cents per  
hundred to 47 cents today 

 
The first yearôs property tax rate was 91 cents per hundred.  For 
2022, the Village is at 47 cents per hundred.  Apparently the Vil-
lage Council was overly conservative the first year, because the 
second yearôs rate was 58 cents per hundred.   
 
The tax rate dropped to 29 cents in 1974 and held in that range 
thru the 70s, 80s and 90s.  The current rate of 47 cents includes a 
15-cent set aside for major repairs, specifically for the Village 
dams. 
 
The growth of the budget was slow in the early years.  Not until 
1986 did the Village budget reach $500k per year and not until 
1995 did the budget reach $1 million per year. 
 
North Carolina law regarding municipal budgets has changed over 
the years.  In 1973, the Village residents, in a Special election, 
approved a bond issue of $85,000 for the construction of the cur-
rent Village Hall.  In 1983, a bond issue of $250,000 was ap-
proved by voters for the purchase and repair of the Village dams.  
The State had issued a órepair or we will breachô order to the then 
owner, A.B. Hardeeðthe developer.  He could not afford the re-
pairs and an agreement was made to deed the dams (and lakes) 
to the Village if the Village would pay for the repairs. 

Current State law and the Village Charter do not 
permit such bond issuance today.  State law also 
requires that all purchases, including major items 
such as fire trucks, be included in a single annual 
operating budget.  This is one reason the yearly 
budget numbers sometimes vary from year to 
year. 
 
In addition to the annual property tax revenue 

mentioned earlier, which is 63.3% of the total budget, the Village 
also receives revenue from other sources.   The State shares sales 
tax revenue among municipalities plus road maintenance funds and 
several other funds.   
 
The Village Staff is happy to answer questions from residents about 
the details of the Village budget.  
 

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Table on the Green  
2205 Midland Drive 

Pinehurst 

On a recent Thursday evening, five of us 
made the short drive to Table on the Green 
which is situated within the Midland Country 
Clubôs grounds. 
 
As we drove into the parking lot at 6:30, 
Caitlin inhaled a short breathðthere were 
no other cars.  ñI guess we didnôt need the 
reservation after all,ò she murmured.  The 
door had the óOpenô sign hung, so we 
forged ahead.  The hostess greeted us 
promptly and led us to our reserved table in 
the first dining area.   
 
After we settled, Gigi noticed the pretty or-
chids on each of the tables, and thought the 
cloth tablecloths were nice.  To be picky, 
Caitlin noticed the linens were paired with 
paper napkins.  However, the TV at the bar 
was off and the music was very low, so our 
conversation level was perfect.  The other 
two members of our party arrived and drink 
orders were taken.  Chuckôs beer (can) 
promptly came with a glassðhe prefers to 
pour his own.  Caitlinôs Pinot Grigio ($6.50) 
was very coldðthe way she likes it.  Dylan 
also had a beer.  Gigi ordered a Manhattan, 
($9.00) which for some reason, took an 
inordinate amount of time to arrive, finally 
arriving in a martini glass filled right to the 
brim.  It was eventually poured into a more 
forgiving glass, especially since it was on 
the rocks. 
 
A calamari appetizer was ordered by 
Chuck.  ñItôs not as light as it should be, but 
okay, not chewy,ò he pronounced.  Howev-
er, it was a good sized portion and was 
shared around the table, and gobbled down 
happily by the rest of us. 
 
A side salad was offered with all the en-
trées, producing total agreement that it was 
crisp and fresh.  The House dressing of 
honey mustard/lemon honey was a hit with 
Dylan and Chuck; Gigi liked the vinaigrette, 
and the bleu cheese was very good, as 
chosen by Caitlin and Destiny.  A warm roll 
and butter were placed on the side of each 
plate. 

During this time, only one other couple 
had come into the restaurant.  Was it just 
an anomaly or was something underfoot 
with this establishment?  Four out of the 
five of us had been here very recently for 
lunch or dinner, and the tables were full.  
We decided it was an óoff-night.ô 
 
Destinyôs baby rack of lamb (1/2 portion) 
was plenty for her.  The crusty seasoning 
was, ñétexturally pleasing and delicious.ò  
She commented to the table that she 
asked for medium and got medium rareð
but declined to send it back. 
 
The side accompaniments, which we all 
had, were creamy mashed potatoes and 
mixed broccoli/carrots.  To a person, we 
thought they were good. 
 
Gigi also ordered the baby rack of lambð
cooked medium, and received them as 
she requested.  She said it was an ade-
quate size and in the end, took a few 
home with her, as did Destiny.  Mint jelly 
was on the plate. 
 
Dylan ordered the salmon filet.  ñItôs 
cooked perfectly and the honey lemon 
butter sauce is very tasty.ò  Caitlin or-
dered the same item and concurred with 
his judgment, adding the filet was tender 
and moist. 
 
Chuck, who canôt resist Baby Back pork 
ribs, went for the full portion.  ñThey were 
very tender, fall-off-the-bone excellent 
with a tangy sauce.  Theyôre ómuseum-
readyôò he smiled. 
 
Dessert?  ñAbsolutely!ò with this crowd.  
Destiny and Dylan went for the lightly 
torched cr¯me brul®e.  ñThe cr¯me is 
delicious!ò Destiny exclaimed. 
 
Gigi and Chuck split the bread pudding, 
which was served with strawberry ice 
cream, whipped cream and a blueberry, 
with an added touch of butterscotch 
sauce.  Gigi liked it a lot; Chuck said it 

was different than others heôs had.  He did 
manage to eat a goodly portion.  
 
As the server cleaned our table, Chuck 
asked for coffee and was told, perhaps re-
luctantly, sheôd have to make a pot.  Since 
both Dylan and Chuck wanted some, they 
said thatôd be fine.  Destiny asked for a 
glass of Amaretto, which she enjoys at the 
end of a meal (rather than imbibing during 
the meal).  However, she was disappointed 
to hear they did not have any in stock. 
 
Overall, we thought the service was goodð
not hovering and constantly asking if every-
thing ótasted goodô (a pet peeve of Caitlinôs).  
The bathrooms were clean if somewhat 
small.  And except for the glitches at the 
bar, everything else was pleasing. 
 
 
 
Table on the Green offers a wide selec-
tion of American fare as well as many 
Thai dishes.  They are open for lunch 
(11-2:30) and dinner (5-8:30), Tues-
Sat, Sunday brunch 9:30-2pm. 

Key to Ratings 



15 

You might remember Chris Redmondôs pre-war ófat-fenderô Ford in 
last yearôs July 4th parade.  Itôs hard to forget this super deluxe ô41 
sedan.  Moreover, when Chris lets the exhaust pipes goðYikes!  
You know heôs in the area. 
 
Chris and his wife Julie were both born and raised in California, 
living most of their lives in Hesperia (north of San Bernardino) in 
the high desert area.  They married, raised their two daughters 
Savannah and Grayson there, and have all just recently moved to 
Whispering Pines after being transferred due to his work.  Chris is 
a Federal Officer with UNICOR; Julie works in Aberdeen. 
 
Cars have always been in the forefront of Chrisôs life.  His dad was 
an avid mechanic so Chris got his training early.   He started driv-
ing when he was 15, and admits to owning over 120 cars of all 
kinds in various stages of need.   
 
Asked of a favorite, he thinks briefly and smiles.  ñA ô69 Pontiac 
Special convertible (Le Mans).ò  But, he doesnôt really lean to any 
one manufacturer.  ñI like all the cars.  Iôve worked on dozens and 
dozens of muscle cars, built many British cars like Bugeye Sprites 
(Austin-Healy) and Triumphs, rebuilt a motor for a De Tomaso Pan-
tera (Italian), and so many others.ò  He even got his daughters to 
rebuild a ô67 Mustang. 
 
The ñFlaming Jalape¶oò was purchased from a 
woman in California.  It already came with a 
351cc Windsor (1961-2002); Chris built it up to a 
408cc.  He also worked on the rear end suspen-
sion and did the rewiring.  The paint job is over 
30 years old, but a bit of color sanding and buff-
ing to the many old clear-coats brought the 
shine and color back up.  Adding A-C and a CD 

player that only seems to play Del Shannon and The Beach Boys, 
Chris and his family enjoy riding around, getting ñmiles to the gal-
lonò as Chris says. 
 
Whatôs next?  For Chris, maybe just a Prius for now.  But for Julie?  
She wants to rock in a rat-rod, a vintage car usually stripped to the 
basics and painted in flat black or primer. Chris isnôt so sure. 
 
Look for the Redmondsô dazzling Ford with neon rings around the 
headlights and óskeleton headô shifters at Macôs in Aberdeen or the 
Carthage Buggy Festival on May 7 and say hello. 

 
 
  
 
 

The ôFlaming Jalape¶oó 

of  Lakeview Drive 

Chris Redmond ñadmits to own-

ing 120 carsò at various times 

over the years. 



16 

Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in your 

wildlife observations and pho-

tographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Spring is in full swing around the Village!  Baby bunnies are ap-
pearing here, there, and everywhere.  And the early nesters are 
now feeding their young.  Carolina Wrens, House Finches, Brown-
headed Nuthatches will all have the next generation tagging around 
after them shortly.  There will be flotillas of Mallards on the lakes, 
too.  And Red-shouldered Hawk fledglings will beg noisily from the 
treetops, as their parents forage nearby for squirrels, mice, snakes 
or turtles. 
 
This spring I have an adult male Ruby-throated Hummingbird in the 
yard.  It has been several years since I have had one on a territory.  
Usually, itôs just the odd wanderer that appears early in the season.  
Not until the young begin to fly ï in mid to late June ï is there much 
action at our feeders or flowers.  But there is always fresh nectar, a 
simple 4:1 water/sugar solution, waiting for them.  Remember that 
color is necessary, because these birds have such terrific ability to 
see redðup to ¾ mile away.  Also, homemade nectar is preferable 
to store-bought powders or liquids, which have questionable ingre-
dients, usually preservatives.  Homemade nectar is safe and a lot 
less expensive.  Also, be sure to use insecticides only sparingly, 
because our tiny friends are mainly insectivores (yep)!  You can 
have all kinds of feeders and flowers, but you will not see many 
hummingbirds in a yard without bugs. 
 
Recently, a couple of very ñodd ducksò have been brought to my 
attention in the Village.  These birds are mostly black with some 
white in the wing, as well as on the neck and head, and are seen in 
the company of a lone white duck (barnyard version of a Mallard).  
They are actually individuals of the Old World waterfowl species: 

the Muscovy.  Muscovys are kept on farms and by waterfowl 
fanciers all over the globe.  I suspect these birds came from a 
nearby farm.  Like all poultry, they can fly if their wing feathers 
are not kept clipped.  We have had individuals appear here a 
number of times in the past.  The red, knobby skin on their 
heads is definitely eye-catching and unlike any native ducks 
here in North Carolina. 
 
Also, a few weeks ago, I heard that there is now a Great Blue 
Heron rookery developing at the far west end of nearby Nickôs 
Creek.  This is likely an extension of the rookery here in the Vil-
lage.  For several years, we have had herons using the older 
pines on the island on Thagard Lake during the early spring.  
The numbers of nests have been increasing steadily.  Although 
there is likely plenty of space left, (i.e., unoccupied trees), the 
food resources close by might have limited the growth of the 
rookery this season.  It is good news that a new neighborhood is 
ñunder development.ò  Great Blues began breeding in the county 
less than 15 years ago. 
 
Throughout the year and particularly in the spring, we have Gray 
Foxes roaming the Village.  From what I have heard, this season 
seems no different.  Remember that these are wild animals, so 
give them a wide berth should you happen upon one.  You must 
resist the temptation to feed them.  It is against local ordinances, 
which prohibit feeding of wildlife other than birds.  It is very un-
healthy for them.  Human habituated animals may be hit by au-
tomobiles and can pass on diseases to dogs ï as well as to 
people. 

 

Mr Nuthatch in his new digs. 
ðGus Ulrich 

Muscovy Ducks 
-Carol Carlson 


