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Chief Gregory Leaves a Strong Legacy  

Known for his larger than life personality 
and presence, especially when in uniform, 
former Whispering Pines Police Chief Louis 
Gregory died on Saturday, March 5.  He 
was 77. 

Mr. Gregory retired and moved to Seven 
Lakes after serving in law enforcement for 
over 37 years at CSX and as part of the 
command staff of the FBIôs anti-terrorism 
task force in the Baltimore-Washington ar-
ea.  But just as he arrived, the former police 
chief of Whispering Pines retired, and Greg-
ory was chosen as his replacement. 

An article in The Pitch at the time of Chief 
Gregoryôs retirement in 2008 stated, ñIn the 

Mayor Bernhard (far left) pictured with Gary Cox, Garrett Cox, Mike Boyle and Angie Cox, 

who rescued two men whose boat had capsized on Thagard Lake.   Story on page 2. 

Continued on page 8 
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Mayor Glenn Bernhard and Fire/Rescue Chief Rich Lambdin pre-
sented special recognition awards to four Whispering Pines resi-
dents for their heroic efforts in rescuing two visitors who had cap-
sized on Thagard Lake just before noon on February 5. 
 
In 40 degree temperatures, the two men, who were not wearing 
life jackets, lost control of their canoe and immediately fell into the 
cold and choppy waters.  Gary Cox and his son Garrett saw it hap-
pen from their window and ran outside, launching their kayak.  
Angie Cox called 911 and stayed on the line reporting the critical 
information.   Mike Boyle, who lives a few doors down on the lake, 
also saw the canoe, got some rope, and paddled his kayak out as 
well.   
 
Gary managed to grab hold of one of the men who was about a 
foot under water, getting his fingers to latch onto the canoe.  Gar-
rett, in the meantime, got his arms around the older man, eventual-
ly enabling him to hold onto the canoe.  Mike Boyle created a tug-
boat with his kayak, and with Garrett, pulled the canoe, the victims, 
and the rescuers to Garyôs shore.  Angie had blankets ready for 
the hypothermic visitors. 
 
Chief Lambdin arrived within four minutes of the call, soon fol-
lowed by paramedics.  ñI am certain, if not for the immediate, deci-
sive, and courageous actions of these four Village residents, the 
outcome of this incident would have been tragic.ò 
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Village Manager/Fire Rescue Chief Rich Lambdin thanks 

members of the Cox family for their life-saving actions. 
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The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale    2 March 1, 2022 

    Homes Pending 14 March 1, 2022 

    Homes Sold     3 February 1-28, 2022 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2022:   15 

Village Council Highlights 

February 16, 2022 

All Council members were present: Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda 
Vandercook. Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Di-
rector, and Jason Graham, Police Chief. There were six people in 
the gallery. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Emanating from a letter written by Molly Boggis (former Council 
member years ago), Council will consider revisions to the 
Council Rules of Procedure. This will be discussed during the up-
coming work session (February 23). 
 
Report from the Village Manager: 
§ The March Council meeting will recognize the people involved 

with the water rescue on Thagard Lake. 

§ The celebration of Arbor Day will be April 29, time and place 
TBA. 

§ The spring concert will be April 30, 6-9pm by the Police Sta-
tion. 

§ Permits issued: Boatsð1116; Golf Cartsð255; Skate Parkð
18. 

§ Lakes and Watershed Board vacancies: Blue Lake and Cardi-
nal Lake representatives wanted. Applications are available 
online: vwpnc.org. Click on left columnðOrdinances, plans 
and forms or call Village Hall ï 949-3141 x 11. 

 
New Business: 
§ The additional audit cost payment of $8310 was approved 5-0 

(Budget Ordinance Amendment). 

§ Proposed amendment to the LDO. The new language will 
provide stricter standards for accessory structures and de-
tached garages, preserving the aesthetic qualities of the vil-
lage. The changes were first made by Planning & Zoning and 
sent for Councilôs approval. 5-0. 

- Of particular note is that detached garages must meet 
the NC Building Code, contain a floor load capacity to 
support the parking/storage of one (or more) vehicles, be 
built on a slab, and contain footings or a masonry founda-
tion. 

§ Rezoning of 430 Foxcroft Road, located in the ETJ, was ap-
proved 5-0. 

§ Rezoning of a parcel on Fairway Drive from REC 
(recreational) to R/A (residential/agricultural). Denied 5-0. 

§ Pay off 10 Hardee Lane parcel ($142,061), approved 5-0. 
- Payoff saves $5k; frees up debt service in current fiscal. 
Money will be transferred from Unassigned Fund Balance 
next business day. 
 

Informal Discussion/Public Comment: 
Former Council member Bob Zschoche asked if the previous audit 
was done correctly, or had rules changed? Ms. Graham said the 
submission was legal and accepted, but substandard (nothing 
wrong, but minute details were cited by the reviewer). Next year will 
be reported in a better manner by the new audit firm. 
 
Next Council meeting: Wednesday, March 9, 6pm at Village Hall. 
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Planning & Zoning Highlights 

February 16, 2022 

The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attend-
ed by Shane Stauffer (Chair), Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, George 
Venet, and Dean Kalles (Alternate)  Absent were Ken Riggsbee 
and Chris Bishop.  Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was 
also present.   
 
Update from Zoning Administrator  
§ Ms. Christopher reported that Council is still looking into the 

process for appointing new members of Village boards as well 
as streamlining the dates of service from July 1 ï June 30. 

§ Also, the volunteer application is being revised. 

§ The Board of Adjustment, which was given to the P&Z Board 
as a responsibility, will hear cases óon appealô (not quasi-
judicial).  This aspect has not yet been approved. 

 
Old Business 
There was discussion relating to screening standards for backyards 
and approved materials. 
 
§ Ms. Castle said the proposed wording would make things 
more succinct.   Ms. Christopher agreed.  ñThis tightens up 
wording so we canéenforce it properly.ò   

§ But Mr. Kalles countered, questioning when (the Village) will 
quit regulating people in what they can do in their own back-
yard.  ñThey are being regulated to death.ò   

§ Mr. Venet said that he had lived in communities where there 
were no regulations andéñThis allowed for downgrading of the 
community.ò 

§ Ms. Christopher suggests that the new wording to the amend-
ment will eliminate completely the storing of boats, travel trail-
ers, RVs, etc.  ñThese are constant complaints. This (wording) 
is trying to protect aesthetic charm.ò  Chairman Stauffer point-
ed out that these regulations prevent misinterpretation and will 
shore up the Villageôs position.ò 

§ The motion to accept the changes to the amendment passed 4 
to 0.  It will go to Village Council for discussion. 

 
There was no new business. 
 
Additional Comments: 
Ms. Christopher said there is a proposal for a storage facility with 
parking on Hwy 22 near the Food Lion .  (Edit note:  This is not in 
Whispering Pines.) 
 
Next Meeting:  March 16 at 4:30 at Village Hall  

Tree Board Highlights 

                  February 18, 2022 

Members present--John Bowman, Chair, Caroline Krom, Greta 
Nintzel, and Tim Venjohn, Vice-Chair (ETJ member).  Amanda 
Senff was absent; Linda Christopher, Village Administrator and 
Damon Dean, Assistant Public Works Director, were also in at-
tendance. There was one person in the gallery. 
 
Old Business 
§ Mr. Bowman reported that the Tree City USA application has 

been approved by the Arbor Day Foundation. 

§ Tree inventories at óimproved parksô are being scheduled. 

 
New Business 
§ Ms. Christopher announced there will be 210 Dogwood sap-

lings and 250 Long Leaf Pine saplings available March 16-18 
at Village Hall.  Planting instructions will be included.  Whis-
pering Pines residents only. 

§ A tree will be planted behind the 
Skate Park on March 18. 

§ The village will have their annual 
Arbor Day celebration on April 29.  
This will be from 4-6pm at Lu-
cyôs Dream Park*, directly 
across from Village Hall.  Festiv-
ities will include invited speakers and a food truck. Parents 
are encouraged to see this as an educational activity for their 
children. 

§ School children from the local schools as well as home-
schooled pupils and scouts will be notified of the event . Art 

teachers will be contacted for poster projects, etc. 

 
Additional Comments 
RE:  Hardee Lane Parkð 
§ Ms. Krom suggested developing a list of tree species that 

could be planted at the park when the time was amenable.  

§ Mr. Venjohn thought there could be both native and non-
native trees included for variety. 

§ Bob Zschoche (audience member) reminded the Board that 
the park design should include water line plans for irrigation 
in the first phase of the park development. 

 
* Lucyôs Dream Park was named after Lucy Tolson, a ñLife Mem-
berò of the Whispering Pines Garden Club in the 70s.   She was a 
national show judge for camellias and an avid azalea lover and 
grower.  The park is currently being renovated by Public Works 
and was designed by Whitney Bassett, a former member of the 
Garden Club. 
 
Next meeting:  Friday, April 1 at 10am, Village Hall. 

April 29 
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Council Work Session Highlights 

February 23, 2022 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda 
Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Linda Christopher, Vil-
lage Clerk/Zoning Administrator, and Jason Graham, Police Chief. 
 
Village Staff /Agenda Items 
Mid-year update for sales tax revenue and budget situations 
§ Mr. Lambdin reported that the village has averaged $133k per 

month in collections/$801k for July-Dec 2021 (first half of fis-
cal).  He estimates that the final tally will be $297-$495k more 
than budgeted.  This óextraô money will go into the Unassigned 
Fund Balance. 

§ There was a sale of surplus equipment which netted $11k 
more than anticipated. 

§ However, there were unforeseen expenses in vehicle mainte-
nance and repairs.  Therefore, some of the revenue from this 
sale could be put into that budget item, requiring a budget 
amendment.  Discussion of these items will go to the Council 
meeting on March 9. 

§ There was a shortfall for the budgeting of annual insurance 
premiums by $7k.  Premium amounts are not known until after 
the budget is approved.  New hires could also impact premium 
amounts.  This will also be discussed by Council. 

 
Facility Master Plan Review 
§ A chart showing seven facilities (Village Hall, Fire Station, 

Police Station, Public Works, Community Building, Old Res-
cue Squad Building, and metal shed) shows when they were 
constructed, if renovated, and proposed plan of action.  Mr. 
Lambdin said that of particular concern was the Public Works 
building which is crowded, needs another bathroom and a 
larger break room.  Also needed is additional outside storage 
for a variety of equipment and parts. (see photo, top right).    
An architectural sketch of approximately $4k was suggested.  
This will go to Council as a budget amendment for approval. 

ß A new storage building (40ôx160ô) was discussed.  
Projected cost of $180,000.  Would go into new fis-
cal plan if approved. 

 
Board Appointments 
§ Changes to the Planning & Zoning Board were discussed, 

increasing it from 5 to 7 members, allowing for 6 village mem-
bers and one ETJ member.  Alternates for the board will re-
main as two.  This was agreed to by consensus and will be on 
the Council agenda for final approval on March 9. 

 

Council Items 

§ Dealt with Council Rules of Procedureðchange of language, 
operating procedures, code of ethics for newly elected council 
members.  By consensus, voted down 5-0 to pursue. 

§ Discussion of  óVision Statementô for 10 Hardee Lane Park. 

ß Ms. Vandercook drafted a statement:  ñTo pro-
vide Whispering Pines residents with a common 
space that supports a broad appeal of outdoor 
recreational activities to benefit all age groups in 
a green, nature-focused setting.ò 

ß Audience member Joan Bruno liked the state-
ment, saying that the Hardee Lane park is spe-
cial, not like the other pocket parks or lake 
parks. 

ß Ms. Roberts pointed out that the Land Use Plan/
Recreation and Open Space offers a vision 
statement and Mayor Bernhard agreed, adding 
that ñélots of time and effort went into creating 
this statement.ò 

ß Ms. Harris liked the concise nature of the new 
statement, and thought it was something óshe 
could memorize,ô which was met with amuse-
ment. 

ß This will continue to be discussed by Council at 
an upcoming work session. 

§ Mr. Conway reported that law enforcement is working with the 
FBI to discover the data breach with TD Bank.  The meeting 
with bank officials, etc., will be attended by Ms. Harris and Ms. 
Vandercook.  Mr. Conway will be there in a different capacity. 

 
Next Work Session meeting:  Wednesday, March 23, 2 pm. 

Items being stored behind the Police Station need a home. 
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Beginning the week of March 14, contract tree crews from Xylem 
Tree Experts will be performing vegetation maintenance work 
around the Duke Energy Progress power lines along 36 miles of 
circuits that serve parts of Whispering Pines and the surrounding 
areas. 
 
The crews will be clearing circuits 
along a portion of Niagara-Carthage 
Road, Tucker Road, Hardee Lane, 
Country Club Blvd., Pine Ridge Drive, S Lakeshore Drive, Lake-
view Drive and Rayôs Bridge Road. The crews will also be per-
forming vegetation maintenance on the power lines on streets 
and roads that connect with those main roads. 
 
The work on 36 miles of power lines is expected to be completed 
by the end of June, weather permitting. 
 
Trees growing near power lines can cause fires and be an electri-
cal hazard to the public. During storms, trees and tree limbs can 
fall into power lines and cause power outages. 

Public Notice 

for Whispering Pines 

Minutes from the Village Council meetings and the monthly man-
agerôs reports provide residents with information on actions taken 
by the Village.  Sometimes those actions lead to further activity in 
the Village but the status isnôt reported at the meetings.   Or, some-
times projects occur that donôt require Council action. Hereôs an 
update on some things you might want to know. 
 
§ Big Garage at 129 Lakeview Drive ð A hearing is scheduled 
April 4 for the courts to review the ownerôs motion to dismiss 
the complaint and the Villageôs request to move forward to 
rectify the problem by having the owner bring the garage into 
compliance or allow the Village to correct or remove the struc-
ture.  

§ The new building for Carolina Water on Rayôs Bridge Road 
should be delivered in April. 

§ Construction of the bridge on Lakeview Drive is currently 
scheduled for completion in April. 

§ The property for sale at the corner of Airport and Niagara-
Carthage (by the water tower) has a sale pending according 
to the sign. That property, a little over 10 acres, is currently 
zoned RA which only allows for one home.  Any other land 
use would require approval from Village council. 

§ Signage has been approved for the new business, Vape and 
More, which will be located between Headquarters Barber 
Shoppe & Shave and the WP Corner Kitchen on Route 22. 
Thereôs no word on when the business plans to open. 

§ Sandhills Classical Christian School is building a gymnasi-
um.  Thatôs the last building approved by the Village in the 
schoolôs original plan. 

§ Josh Manning and Scout Troup 98 are making progress on 
the bench at the pond in the Summerfield neighborhood.  This 
Eagle Scout project is expected to be completed by the end of 
March, weather permitting. 

 
Is something going on in Whispering Pines that you would like to 
know more about?  A call to Village Hall might answer your ques-
tion. Or contact The New Pitch at wpnewpitch@gmail.com. Maybe 
we can find out the news, chit chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from 
the Pinesò for you. 

mailto:wpnewpitch@gmail.com
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Village Council Highlights 

March 9, 2022 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda 
Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Di-
rector, and Jason Graham, Police Chief.  There were 12 people in 
the gallery. 
 
Public Hearing on Screening Materials 
There were no comments from the audience nor letters written with 
regards to the new screening material modifications to the LDO. 
 
Report from the Village Manager/Questions from Council 
§ Mr. Lambdin reported the death of Mr. Louis Gregory, former 

Police Chief of the village (See front page) and Mr. John 
Gaines, a part-time firefighter with the village. 

§ Finance Officer Cindy Graham is looking into receiving the 
American Rescue Plan funds sooner than scheduled.  Howev-
er, this would require a one-time audit ($2500) for the ex-
penditure of the funds.  All funds would be attributed to the 
2022-2023 fiscal. 

§ Mayor Pro Tem Harris questioned why Duke Energy could not 
bury the existing power lines along Hardee Lane since they 
are scheduled to install ñunderground-secondary supple-
mentalò lines.  Mr. Kissinger said that these new lines would 
not go from house to house, but rather, a redundancy to pre-
vent severe outages in the area. 

§ Ms. Vandercook asked if Trailer Violations could be put on the 
work session agenda-perhaps in April-to examine what kinds 
of violations are being committed, etc. 

 
New Business: 

§ There were three budget amendments regarding additional 
appropriation of funds for Fire/Rescue vehicle repair and 
maintenance, additional insurance premiums, and a new ar-
chitectural fee for renovating the Public Works Building (see 

Work Session, page 5).  All three amendments passed 5-0.  

§ An additional amendment was passed (5-0) regarding new 
language and to increase in the P&Z  Board appointments.  
Mayor Bernhard said, ñWe have an abundance of volunteers 
who are interested in the Planning and Zoning Board.ò 

§ The village will be sending a óCustomer Satisfaction Surveyô to 
residents (one adult per household) 

ß This will provide resident feedback on village 
services 

ß Will establish a baseline where future surveys 
can be measured for trends. 

ß The survey will be advertised in the Quarterly 
Village Newsletter as well as The New Pitch. 

ß It will be available in print and electronic formats. 

 
Informal Discussion/Public Comment 
Mr. Conway (who is also a major at the Sheriffôs department) of-
fered a summary of the TD Bank scam that affected many in the 
village.  He said that the scam is growing óexponentiallyô by the day.  
TD Bank is no longer requiring a report.  However, you should con-
tact the bank to request account closure.  Moreover, if you are out 
financially, you should make a report.  Chief Graham also declared 
that, ñémost people affected were age 50+.ò 
  
 
Next Council meeting:  Wednesday, April 13, 6pm at Village Hall. 

¢5 .ŀƴƪ {ŎŀƳ ƛǎ άƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 

ŜȄǇƻƴŜƴǝŀƭƭȅέ τ !ƴŘȅ /ƻƴǿŀȅ 

άaƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
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τ /ƘƛŜŦ DǊŀƘŀƳ 



8 

five years that [Gregory] has been on the force, the Village Police 
Department has achieved a degree of professionalism that is the 
envy of most other communities.  From the start, Chief Gregory was 
intent on raising the standard of the local department to the highest 
possible level.  He instituted written procedures [and] mandated 
officer training.ò 

An editorial in the same issue of The Pitch reinforced Gregoryôs 
accomplishments:  ñOver the years, he has increased the number 
of officers in the department and successfully lobbied the Village 
Council to replace outdated equipment, including increasing the 
number of vehicles so that we now have 6 fully equipped, state of 
the art police cars and a police boat.ò 

Lisa Weaver has been with the WPPD as administrator ever since 
Chief Gregory hired her.  ñHe always worked to make the police 
department more professional,ò she said.  At the same time, ñhe 
and his wife Ann treated everyone in the department like we were 
all part of the same family.ò   

Chief Jason Graham agrees, remembering the annual department 
Christmas dinners with special fondness.  ñAs families do, every 

year Lou and Ann would attend the Police Department Christmas 
dinner, with Chief Gregory famous for his annual óholiday cheerô 
speeches,ò he said.   

ñI worked under him for three years,ò Graham said.  ñHe was soft 
spoken, but when he did speak, you definitely listened!  The Chief 
taught ethics and believed whole-heartedly in those ideals, partic-
ularly in his hiring practices.  We continue to use many of the 
policies and procedures Gregory instituted to this day.ò 

Long-time friends Paul and Sally Nealon got to know Gregory 
when volunteering at various village activities.  Paul remembers 
Lou as ña big Teddy bear ð a really good guy and a straight-
shooter.  He could tell stories in a Southern drawl that were hilari-
ous.ò 

Former Mayor Bob Zschoche worked with Chief Gregory for a 

number of years.  ñLouis was a superb police chief for the Vil-

lage,ò Mr. Zschoche commented.  ñHe worked diligently to main-

tain the crime free reputation the Village enjoys.ò   

For his part, Gregory holds a special place in the life and work of 

former Chief Domonic Campbell, who offered this accolade : 

Chief Gregory spoke at Domonic 

Campbellôs retirement party in 

2021. 

Legacy of Chief Gregory 
Continued from front page 

ñThe legacy Chief Louis Gregory left behind for Whisper-

ing Pines is long lasting.  Beginning with my 6 years of 

learning and embracing his knowledge and experience, I 

was fortunate to be able to continue passing it on over my 

10 years as Chief.  And so, Chief Graham will continue to 

pass on the wisdom, professionalism and love of commu-

nity to the future officers of Whispering Pines.   We are 

forever grateful.ò 
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Incident Type YTD  FEB  

  Burglary 0   0  

  Larceny 3   1  

  Vandalism 0   0  

  Assault 2   0  

  Fraud 21   11  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  8 3  5 1 

  Barking dog  0 0  0 0 

  Park violations  23 0  17 0 

  Right-of-way  9 1  4 0 

 Golf cart violations  0 ð  0 ð 

  Skate park violations  7 ð  5 ð 

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

February 24 5 8 3 97 105 97 13 214 954 

TOTAL 51 13 18 4 174 190 137 188 456 1,962 

Police StatisticsñFebruary 2022 

SHARE THE ROAD 

A message from Chief Jason Graham: 

Itôs that time of year where families start enjoying the outdoors by 
walking, running and biking.  We at the WP Police Department 
would like to encourage residents to do so in a safe manner.  Be-
low is a list of safety tips to help us help you stay safe this season. 

§ Walk facing the traffic if a sidewalk isnôt available. 

§ Obey all signs and signals. 

§ Wear bright colors during the day and reflective clothing/items 
at night. 

§ Watch for cars that are turning or backing up. 

§ Do not assume drivers see you or will stop when they should.  
Walk defensively. 

§ When listening to music, keep the volume at a level where you 
can still hear road noise and activity. 

§ Always hold childrenôs hands while crossing the street. 

 

REFLECTIVE BANDS AVAILABLE 

One of the most important tips is to wear something reflective.  
This is especially important in the early morning, late evening, and 
at dusk.  To encourage residents to wear something reflective, the 
WPPD will be giving out reflective bands to anyone in need.  There 
are reflective ñslap braceletsò for the kids, as well.  Feel free to get 
yours from officers out on patrol or swing by the department to pick 
them up.   

Remember, a pedestrian walking cannot block traffic! 

 

 Chief Graham is wearing the reflective band on his bicep 

and the childrenôs ñslap braceletò on his wrist.  Pick 

yours up at the police station and stay safe on the streets. 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Significant Incidents 

Feb 5:  Water rescue, Thagard Lake  (See story, pages 1-2). 

Feb 9:  Aircraft crash, Moore County Airport 

Feb 10:  Motorcycle crash, Rayôs Bridge Road 

 

Type of Call 
2021 Feb-22 2022YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 40 60 100 55 

Building Fire 109 12 10 15 28 15 

Storm Damage 12 1 0 0 14 8 

Outside Fire 65 7 6 9 12 7 

Service Call 37 4 5 7 8 4 

Fire Alarm 42 5 2 3 5 3 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 2 3 5 3 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 4 2 

Hazardous Condition 6 1 0 0 3 2 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 1 1 1 1 

Water Rescue 0 0 1 1 1 1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   67   181   

Staffing  

§ One part-time FF/EMT resigned in February due to time con-
straints. 

§ One part-time FF/EMT (John Gaines) passed away. 

§ A Junior Member reached his 18th birthday and is now quali-
fied to work as a part-time FF/EMT. 
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Controlled Burns ñ What-Why-How-When 

 
Once upon a time, a range of longleaf pines 
spanned the southeast from Virginia to Tex-
as covering ninety million acres.  Today, 
less than 5% of that forest remains. Much of 
itðover 60%--is in private ownership. What 
happened?  Development, logging, harvest-
ing of tar products, and fire suppressionð
thatôs what happened. The North Carolina 
state tree is the longleaf pine.  We are the 
Tar Heel state.  Longleaf pines are in our 
history, our culture, our economy, and our 
environmental future.  One effort to restore 
this forest is through the use of controlled or 
prescribed burns. 

 

What is a controlled burn and why do it? 

The key word here is ñcontrolled.ò  Accord-
ing to the National Geographic encyclope-
dia, a controlled burn ñinvolves setting 
planned fires to maintain the health of a 
forest.ò  What, you say? Burn a forest?  
Didnôt we see horrific forest fires out west 
last fall? Recently weôve seen devastating 
fires in residential communities in Boulder, 
Colorado and the Florida panhandle. Why 
would we want to intentionally set a fire?   

According to the NY Times, the causes of 
those fires are drier climates, human care-
lessness, lightning, and too much fuel on 
the forest floor.  Controlled burns manage 
that fuel on the forest floor.  If thereôs no 
fuel, thereôs no fire.  Jesse Wimberley, Co-
ordinator of the NC Sandhills Prescribed 
Burn Association (SPBA), has always used 
fire to maintain his farmland.  Fire has been 

part of his family business for 150 years. It 
has been part of land ownersô operations 
and Native American practices throughout 
the southeast for years and years.  What 
changed things?   

The Great Fire of 1910 burned 3 million 
acres in the inland region of the North-
west; soon after Theodore Roosevelt 
founded our first national parks.  As a re-
sult, the new US Forest Service became 
the ñguardian of forestsò with a mission to 
suppress all fires.  However, land owners 
who used fire to maintain their land wer 
not convinced this was a good approach, 
so the Fire Service created Smokey Bear 
in the 1950s to change the hearts and 
minds of a new generation.  To this day 
we remember, ñOnly you can prevent for-
est fires.ò  

But thatôs not the whole story. 

The SPBA gives the following reasons to 
do a controlled burn:  

§ eliminate fuel on the forest floor, re-
ducing the risk of wildfire 

§ encourage natural regeneration of 
longleaf pines and other plants that 
benefit wildlife 

§ control ticks and chiggers  

§ release nutrients and increases soil 
fertility 

 

Many animals and plants have evolved 
with fire. The Sandhills native wire grass 
seeds are only viable following a summer 
controlled burn.  Fire makes a forest more 
resilient. Weymouth Woods conducts con-
trolled burns regularly. Pinehurst has con-
ducted five controlled burns since 2010 as 
part of its Longleaf Forest Management 
Plan at Rassie Wicker Park and Southern 
Pines burns part of Reservoir Park each 
year.  The Village of Foxfire conducted a 
controlled burn of its park and trail last 
year.  Private land owners are also con-
ducting controlled burns.  A resident living 
in the ETJ near the proposed new Hardee 
Lane park conducted a burn.  A resident 

living near the corner of Farm Life Road and 
Vass-Carthage also recently conducted a 
burn.   

Danny and Trish Batchelor live on Martin 
Way in the Whispering Pines ETJ. They 
lived in Florida for 40 years before returning 
to family land here.  They watched the 
spring fires destroy land around them in 
Florida and lived with smoke for weeks.  
They want their land here to be open and 
plan to have a controlled burn done on 15 
acres around their home.  

 ñThe trick is to have a fire big enough to kill 
the growth, yet not so big that it burns the 
longleaf pines and gets out of control,ò 
Batchelor explained. 

 

How are controlled burns done? 

Conducting a controlled burn close to 
homes is much more difficult than a burn on 
an open tract of land, but all controlled 
burns require planning and preparation.  
The North Carolina Forest Service regulates 
controlled burns and provides tips to land 
owners considering a controlled burn. 
Weather conditions play a major role in 
planning for a burn.  Among their tips: 

§ Donôt burn on dry, windy days and 
check to see if weather changes are 
expected.  

§ Outdoor burning should be postponed 
if shifts in wind direction, higher winds 
or wind gusts are forecast. 

Another regulation requires a signed waiver 
from each occupied structure within 500 
feet of the planned burn, and the fire depart-
ment must be alerted so they donôt come 
and put out the fire!  Smoke is a major con-
sideration. Smoke from the fire cannot inter-
fere with visibility (think roads, airports) nor 
interfere with schools, nursing homes or 
hospitals.  Before conducting a controlled 
burn, a certified burn professional, who 
must be present throughout the burn, must 
submit a burn plan to the Division of Forest 
Resources.  Private contractors are availa-

Continued on page 11 

Jesse Wimberley, Coordinator of the 

NC Sandhills Prescribed Burn Asso-

ciation (SPBA) 

https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=5f748928fb707a315745090c&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sandhillspba.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D5f74872d07c70427adf3db2e%26ss_email_id%3D5f748928fb707a315745090c%26ss_campaign_name%3DNew%2BWebsite%2521%2
https://a1e0.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=5f748928fb707a315745090c&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sandhillspba.org%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D5f74872d07c70427adf3db2e%26ss_email_id%3D5f748928fb707a315745090c%26ss_campaign_name%3DNew%2BWebsite%2521%2
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ble to conduct controlled burns and provide guidance to land own-
ers. A list of those contractors can be found on the SPBA web site.  

The Batchelors are in the planning stage now.  Even though Danny 
has attended classes on conducting burns and has watched sever-
al burns take place, he says each is unique, so he intends to hire a 
professional.  He has created fire lanes around the property and is 
cleaning them out to remove debris. He also plans to remove the 
duff, the bark, leaf litter, pine cones, roots, and other organic mate-
rial that builds up at the base of trees. Caroline Krom, a Whispering 
Pines resident and a member of the Tree Board said, ñPut more 
effort on the front (end), then worry less on the back.ò  

Controlled burns are not a one-shot deal.  Land management is a 
continuous project. A small controlled fire eliminates the buildup 
layer by layer.  Caroline Krom explained that the feeder roots from 
our trees begin to rise above the pine needles as the layers of or-
ganic material grow.  By removing a layer at a time these roots 
begin to grow back under ground to protect the trees. 

 

Should Whispering Pines residents plan to do controlled 
burns? 

No. Whispering Pines ordinances do not allow for controlled burns 
in the Village, but that doesnôt mean that residents shouldnôt be 
concerned about the protecting their homes from fire.  According to 
Jesse Wimberley, North Carolina ranks 3rd in the number of wild 
fires in the US.  To protect your home, remove pine cones, pine 
straw, other buildup of organic matter at the base of trees, and 
storm debris.  Remember: no fuel, no fire. The NC Moore County 

Extension website provides tips for homeowners: 

§ Choose plants carefully. Certain plants (azaleas and rhodo-
dendron) are more flammable.  Dogwoods are less. 

§ Remove pine straw from next to homes. 

§ Maintain spacing of plantings. 

§ Good fuel barriers are lawns, dry riverbeds and walkways. 

§ Remove vines on house-a vertical conduit 

§ Do not place fire pits or grills on pine straw; embers are 1/8ò 
and can be air-born. 

 

Learn More 

To learn more about controlled burns and their positive impact on 
our safety and environment, check out the following websites: 

§ Sandhills Prescribed Burn Association at: sandhillspba.org 
§ NC Forest Service at ncforestservice.gov 
§ Air quality forecast at ncair.org 
§ NC Moore county extension at contentces.ncsu.edu/fire-

resistant-landscaping-in-north-carolina 
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With over 800 chapters nationwide, ñShe RUNS This 
Townò (SRTT) is a womenôs running group with its roots in moms 
looking for fellow, local runners for motivation and camaraderie. 
Membership in SRTT is free and open to all women of all fitness 
levels. 
 
Whispering Pines resident Angie Cox is a co-host who works with 
the Pinehurst chapter.  Angieôs group varies their runs between 3 
and 5 miles. Both runners and walkers of all levels are encouraged 
to attend. Angie says, ñWe need more walkers. The group is very 
welcoming, bringing in new people. Itôs a great group!ò 
 
The group also runs races together. In October 2021, they ran two:  
a 5k and a 13.1k in Holden Beach as part of a full ladiesô weekend 
get-away that included sightseeing, eating out, and relaxing. 
Safety is key when running, whether with a group or alone. The 
group stresses light-colored and high-visibility gear, reflectors, and 
headlamps for early morning runs. Most runs are slotted outside 
rush hours, and runners always face traffic. Runners are encour-
aged to talk and engage while running, checking-in on each other 
and never leaving a participant behind alone. 

Some runners bring strollers 
along as well as leash-
trained dogs. After the run, 
especially in the summer, 
Angieôs group will add some 
beach time and enjoy the 
playground at Thagard 
Lake. 
 
SRTT also hosts running 
routes in Southern Pines 
and Pinehurstða member 
can join in at any location 
for added variety and exer-
cise. Check out their Face-
book page for current information:  www.facebook.com/
groups/284825201868559. The 2022 running schedule will be 
posted early April.  
 
Contact Linda Vandercook for more information:  
lmvander@outlook.com. 

Sh
Contributed by Linda Vandercook 

Angie Cox (back row in visor) 

with the group at Holden Beach. 

mailto:lmvander@outlook.com
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Our History  

Whispering Pines is 53 Years Old! 

March 14, 1969, is the official birthdate of the Village.  This is the 
date of the public law passed by the North Carolina General As-
sembly; formally known as Chapter 72, House Bill 
109.  (Note- this law chartered Whispering Pines as 
a óVillageô, rather than a city or town, and the first in 
North Carolina to be labeled as such.) 
 
1959 is recognized as the beginnings of Whispering 
Pines because that is the date A.B. Hardee first 
purchased land that would become the Village.   
 
The 1969 charter is a 10-page document.  Three 
pages are surveyor level details as to the meets 
and bounds of the Village boundary.  The Charter lists, by name, 
the individuals who will serve as Council members when the Char-
ter is effective.  It then spells out the process for the immediate 
election of Council members by the voters. 
 
At that time, elections were conducted by the Village Clerk.  Coun-
cil member terms were for two years, all members elected at the 
same time.   
 
The Charter provides the legal basis for the collection of taxes, the 
establishment of a police force, and other public services as are 
deemed necessary.  The Charter also provides for the power to 
sell bonds. 
 
The 1969 Charter provides that the Council may appoint a Village 
Manager.  That option was never exercised.  By custom, individu-
al Council members were appointed to function as the direct su-
pervisor of various department and functions. When the Village 
was small, this proved to be a workable concept.  It saved money 
and provided for more direct control of the operation of the Village. 
 
By the year 2000, the growth of the Village led to a concern by 
some Council members about the need to change to a profession-
al manager and remove Council members from the day-to-day 
operation of the Village.  In 2007, the Council established the 
Charter Modernization Committee, comprised of seven Village 
residents.  This committee met for 5 months, received input from 
Village residents, discussed and debated many different possibili-
ties of Charter language.   

 
In December 2007, Council agreed to move forward with a Charter 
revision.  A date was set for a public hearing and then forwarded it 

to the General Assembly for consideration.   
 
The final Charter, as approved in July 2008, changed 
the Village to the Council Manager form of government 
that we have today.  It is a 5-page document.  Where 
the original Charter contains many details, the 2008 
update uses the phase ñIAW (in accordance with) Gen-
eral Lawò for several areas.  A copy of the Charter is 

on the Village web site:  www.vwpnc.org 
 

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

Sh

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in your 

wildlife observations and pho-

tographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

We are now in the in-between season for wildlife: winter is winding 
down but it is not quite spring.  However, feeder activity is definitely 
still hopping with lots of hungry ñpre-migrantsò feasting on the abun-
dance of seed and suet.  Here in my yard, Yellow-rumped Warblers 
in particular, are swilling sugar water as they put on the weight to 
make their northward trek.  Pine Warblers are bickering over suet 
and the White-throated Sparrows and Dark-eyed Juncos are scarf-
ing down millet.  But the Eastern Bluebirds are checking out real 
estate (i.e., the bird boxes) and Carolina Wrens are already gather-
ing nesting material. 
 
Plenty of Red-winged Blackbirds are around stillðalthough num-
bers are decreasing every few days.  The increase in day length is 
affecting their hormones.  They have acquired fresh plumage, are 
eating more, and becoming restless.  By mid-April at the latest, all 
of the blackbirds as well as most of our wintering grebes, ducks, 
warblers, sparrows and finches will be headed north toward their 
breeding grounds.  They will be replaced by Gray Catbirds, Brown 
Thrashers, and Red-headed Woodpeckers. 
 
But our local breeders are stoking up as they prepare to make new 
families.  Females are craving fat and protein as they develop eggs.  
During this time (and when itôs unusually cold), some birds that are 

typically insectivorous may 
even become seed eaters.  
Donôt be surprised to see 
Eastern Bluebirds or a warbler 
or two nibbling at oily sunflow-
er hearts from your feeding 
station. 
 
Just a reminder that both our 
nesting Barn Swallows and 
Northern Rough-winged Swal-
lows might nest under pontoon 
boats on our lakes.  These 
swift fliers used to use bulk-
head drainage holes (a dicey 
proposition at best here in 
early summer) and other man 

made small cavities but have switched to what is a safer alterna-
tive.  The boats provide excellent shelter from the elements and 
from predators.  Whether or not a particular boat has been chosen 
by a pair may not be readily apparent.  Once the adults are feeding 
the young, it will not be such a secret.  And when the young get 
close to fledging, their begging calls will be audible.  Use of the 

boat may be possible 
even with a nest on 
board.  If you suspect 
there is a nest under 
your boat, I can give 
you more details 
about the situation.  
Here on Spring Val-
ley, I will likely let 
folks know if I see 
any significant swal-
low activity when I am 
out on the water. 
 
Last but certainly not least, word has gotten out about the nestl-
ing Great Horned Owls that were rescued recently.  Great 
Horneds are our earliest breederðadults begin to pair up in late 
fall.  Every year we have multiple pairs 
around the village.  They can be heard 
dueting: their repeated hoots carrying a 
good distance on calm nights.  But early 
spring storms can rip their sizeable stick 
nests apartðand with them, their young-
sters can end up on the ground and often 
separated from their parents.  Fortunate-
ly this yearôs casualties found their way 
to Hollyôs Nest wildlife rehab (Sanford) 
and are being well cared for.  It will be a 
few months before they are big and 
healthy enough to be released back into the area around 
Thagard Lake from where they came.  But dedicated individuals 
will help provide for these fuzz balls until they are ready to fend 
for themselves.  We have to be very thankful for the commitment 
of such talented peopleðright here in our own backyard! 

 

Pine Warbler 
ðFrank Ripp 

Eastern Bluebird 
-Frances Kruitbosch 
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by Dolores Muller 

March is the time to be on the alert for the return of Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds to our area. Generally at the end of March or first 
part of April, you see the óscoutsô coming through. It always amaz-
es me that they remember where the feeders are from the year 
before. 
 
In 2021, my husband Ron and I had our 
first sighting on March 31stðthe year be-
fore they arrived at our feeders on March 
29th. So, it is time to be thinking about what 
we can plant this spring that will attract the 
Hummers to our yard. People ask me why 
we have so many hummingbirds. The sim-
ple answer is that I have planted lots of 
their favorite flowering plants in addition to 
the feeders we put up for them. 
 
Tubular flowers hold the most nectar and 
are particularly attractive to hummingbirds. 
Some of these include perennials such as 
bee balms, columbines, daylilies, salvias 
and lupines. Biennials such as foxgloves 
and hollyhocks, as well as many annuals, 
including cleomes, impatiens, and petunias, 
will attract them. 
 
Salvias are a favorite.  There are many varie-
ties and colors and I have several in my gar-
den.  A favorite of mine is pineapple sage (salvia elegans). The 
plant grows to about 3 or 4 feet tall and blooms in the fall up until 
the frost. Having this in your garden will attract those hummers 
going south in the late fall. Because of the warm weather last year 
late into the season, mine was still blooming in early December. 

This plant has beautiful tomato red flowers.  The leaves, when 
crushed between your fingers, smell like pineapple. Another of my 
favorites is the deep bluish-purple variety Black & Blue (salvia 
guaranitica). And you canôt go wrong with the bright red Texas 

sage (salvia coccinea). 
 
Honeysuckles are also loved by these little 
birds.  I have three in my garden that I 
would recommend. A non-invasive vine is 
Scentsation Honeysuckle (lonicera per-
iclymenum). This has beautiful lemon-
yellow flowers that are scented. Two others 
I like are Major Wheeler and Pink Lemon-
ade. Pink lemonade is an aggressive grow-
er. I have it growing up the post of my deck 
and across the railing. It blooms all summer 
long and into the fall. Its pink and yellow 
flowers are so very attractive. Major 
Wheeler is a bright red. 
 
Other must-have flowers are bee balms. 
Here are a few: Wild bergamot ( Monarda 
fistulosa), Lemon beebalm, (Monarda citri-
odora), and Scarlet beebalm, (Monarda 
didyma). There are so many varieties 
which come in a myriad of colors.  
Other favorites are Cardinal flower, (Lobelia 
cardinalis) native Columbine (Aquilegia 

canadensis) and a variety of Penstemon, Hosta, Catmint (nepeta) 
and Agastache.  
 
These are just a few of the many flowers that hummingbirds 
love.  As the saying goes, ñIf you plant them, they will comeò. 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

Pineapple SageðRed 

Planting for Hummingbirds 

ñScentsationò Honeysuckle 
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SENIOR ENRICHMENT CENTER 

8040 Hwy 15-501, Carthage 

910.215.0900 

Ladies of the Afternoon Literary Society will next 

meet on Wednesday, March 30 at 3pm at the Community Building 

on Rayôs Bridge Road.  The discussion book is Plum Johnsonôs 

memoir, They Left Us Everything.  Contact Carolyn Ward 919-880-

6406 or Lynne Weaver 910-975-5354. 

CIA (Circuits, Intervals, Abs) - All fitness Levels. Led by Carol 

Wood, this is a full body workout consisting of aerobic training, 

strength training and abdominal exercises. Tuesday and Thursday 

@ 5:30pm. Limit 20 people per class. 

SHAG DANCE INSTRUCTIONðSee poster at right. 

Duplicate Bridge  
On the first Wednesday of each month a duplicate bridge game is 

held at the Country Club of Whispering Pines.  The fun begins at 

10:30 am with a break for lunch at the club at noon.  The comple-

tion of 24 to 28 boards is around 3 pm.  Additional players are 

wanted!  Contact Joan Bruno 910 949 4172 or email jbru-

no@embarqmail.com. 


