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Police Department Promotes Two Officers 

Village Endures Hurricane Debby 

Police Chief Jason Graham announced 
promotions for two police officers at the 
Village Council meeting on August 14.  
Lieutenant Chris Holt made the presenta-
tion. 
 
Dakota Hinson, formerly Master Police Of-
ficer, has been promoted to Sergeant.  He 

has been with the department since 2017 
and was commended for his reliability and 
flexibility as well as being a diligent worker. 
 
Matthew Thomas, Senior Police Officer, 
was also promoted to Sergeant.  He began 
with the Whispering Pines police force in 

2021 having prior experience with a nearby 
community.  Lt. Holt said that with Sergeant 
Thomasô experience, he has been a valua-
ble addition to the police department. 

Chief Graham with Dakota Hinson (left) and Matthew Thomas.  Congratulations to both new Sergeants! 

 

Officials inspect flooding at Thagard Lake dam following 

the torrential rains caused by Hurricane Debby. 

Water, water, everywhere!  Well, not everywhere, but certainly in a 
number of places that have been through the test before and a few 
new locations. 

Public Works Director Bob Kissinger provided a list of several im-
pacted areas: 

§ Pine Ridge near Banning Drive ï Water overtopped roadway 
briefly, early morning 

§ Birdie Drive between Harmon & Bogie Drive ï Several proper-
ties inundated with stormwater  

§ 28 S. Lakeshore ï Driveway and front of property washed out 

§ 513 & 519 Herons Brook Drive ï Backyards flooded due to 
Herons Brook Lake emergency spillway activation  

§ 100 S. Lakeshore to Fairway Drive. ï Several properties and 
roadway in the area experienced heavy water flow and flood-
ing. Some large pine trees down on private property 

§ S. Lakeshore & Lakeview ï Water overtopped the roadway 
(More story and pictures beginning on page 10) 
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School is back in session ð Watch out for kids! 

In honor of Labor Day, Village offices will be closed on 

Monday, September 2. 

CCWP SALE APPEARS IMMINENT 

Members of the Country Club of Whispering Pines received an 

email communication last week from GreatLIFE Golf CEO, John 

Brown.  He stated, 

ñAs many of you know, the property has been for sale 

since May...I know there are a lot of questions about the 

potential sale.  We are close to sharing more information 

as things progress.ò 

In a communication to The New Pitch just before going to press, 

Mr. Brown reiterated that there was nothing to report as yet.  
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The meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board/Board of Adjust-
ment was attended by Mike Boyle, Rich Crotty, Bruno DeCaudin, 
Ann Robson, and Christina Simpson.  Deb Castle, Greta Nintzel 
and Tim Venjohn were absent. The ETJ alternate position is vacant.  
Linda Christopher-Zoning Administrator, and Robin Styers, Code 
Enforcement, were also present.  

Ms. Christopher gave the oath of office to Bruno DeCaudin (full 
member) and Christina Simpson (alternate member). 

The members selected Rich Crotty as the new Chairman and Mike 
Boyle as the Vice Chairman. 

Update from Zoning Administrator (Linda Christopher) 
§ Annexation of the Royal Woods new development area was 

approved by Village  Council and filed with the Secretary of 
State. 

§ OôReillyôs on Route 22 is ready for opening very soon. 

§ Lucy Kaminsky, formerly on the Planning & Zoning Board, is 
now on Village Council.  Council will appoint a member from 
the Board (Greta Nintzel) to be a full time member.  Christina 
Simpson will be alternate #1.  There is now a vacancy for alter-
nate #2. 

Annexation of Rayôs Bridge Road Parcel 
The owner of the one house on a small property near CCWP and 
surrounded by Village Corporate Limits would like to be annexed 
into the Village (owner thought they were residents of the village 
already).  The request was agreed to 5-0 and will go to a Public 
Hearing, then to Village Council. 

Moore County Land Use Plan Steering Committee Meeting: 
The meeting was held July 9 and was attended by Rich Crotty.  The 
purpose was to introduce the 31 committee members to each other 
as well as review basic rules of the meeting, protocols and commu-
nication.  The group will meet again in August.  The Plan they are 
reviewing was written in 2013; opinions from these 31 members will 
be used to update the plan. 

Continue Discussion on Comprehensive Long-Range Planning 
Again the board asked the import of discussion and changes to the 
planðmost feel the current plan is good.  Mr. Decaudin remarked 
that the ETJ could be better representedðor hear their concerns 
before they complain to Raleigh.  It is up to this board to take the 
action for ETJ resident inclusion, giving them incentives to come to 
the meeting(s).  Currently, there is no ETJ (alternate) representative 
on the Planning & Zoning Board. 

Next Planning and Zoning meeting:  August 21 at 11am at Village 
Hall. 

Planning & Zoning Meeting Highlights 

July 17, 2024 

Zoning/Code Enforcement Monthly Report 

July 2024 

 

 
 

Observations:          53 
Violations:                  5 
Civil penalty:              0 
Stop Work Order:      0 

Trash Can warnings:    29 
Trash Can violations:     0 
Trash Can civil penalty:  0 

Home Occupation with no permit:  10 Recreation Equipment:   
Warning:   1  
Violation:   0  
Penalty:     0 

  RVs, trail-
ers, boats 
visible/no 

permit 

RVs, trailers, 
boats visible 
exceeds per-

mit 

Nuisance 
Property 

Trash, Yard 
Debris and 
Recycling 

Non-
compliant 
Screening 

Non-
comp    
signs 

Construction 
permits or site 

trash, etc. 

Non-
payment 
of civil 

penalties 

Pool/rec 
warn/vio/
penalty 

Jan 22 0 1 26 1 0 0 0 5 

Feb 3 0 1 20 0 0 0 0 6 

Mar 4 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Apr 11 0 5 25 0 0 1 0 1 

May 10 0 8 2 0 0 0 0 5 

Jun 21 0 5 12 0 0 0 4 1 

Jul 16 0 14 30 1 0 0 0 6 
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§ Mr. Murray asked if the Spring Valley 
lake level will go down for repairs.  He 
was told that this is possible, that itôs up 
to Dam Safety. 
 

New Business: 
§ There was a discussion about adding a 

water trampoline to Pine Lake Park.  
Mr. Nelson liked the idea and added 
that it gets used at Thagard Lake a lot.  
Mr. McAninchôs concern was the over-
all usage since the park is small.  Mr. 
Oriet wondered if there were a lot of 
stumps, wherein Mr. Nelson thought he 
could snorkel the area and check it out.   
Ms. Christopher reminded the group 
that the villageôs liability was ñUse at 
your own risk.ò  Moreover, Mr. Kissin-
ger said that the devices are easy to 
remove.  The final point which was 
voted on 8-0 in favor, was that if the 
investigative report was positive, they 
will put one in next spring. 

 
Working Group Report: 
§ There were no members of the muck-

raking group present to make a report; 
however Mr. Kissinger said that they 
are working on a new motor and hoped 
to be completed by next month.  He 
also said that Public Works is learning 
how to use the Villageôs ñWeedeaterò in 
Thagard Lake. 

 
Lakes Reports: 

§ Pine Lake:  Mr. McAninch commended 
Public Works on the spraying.  The 
water is down, but clean. 

§ Blue Lake:  Ms. Murphy said the water 
was a little down but it refills quickly. 

§ Fly Rod:  Weed control is good.  Mr. 
Silkworth has info to share on helping 
water conditions. 

§ Spring Valley:  Mr. Murray will meet 
with Mr. Terzigni (former rep) to get 
background. 

Members in attendance were: Mark Nelson, 
Chair-Thagard Lake; John McAninch, Pine 
Lake; Michael McKeel, Cardinal Lake; Julie 
Murphy, Blue Lake; Tom Murray, Spring 
Valley Lake; Mike Oriet, Shadow Lake; An-
drew Silkworth, Fly Rod Lake; Tom Free-
man, Member-at-Large.  Cliff Pugh, Whis-
per Lake, was absent.  Village staff:  Linda 
Christopher, Village Administrator, and Bob 
Kissinger, Public Works Director.  Meeting 
length:  1 hour, 5 minutes.  There were 11 
people in the gallery. 
 
Ms. Christopher gave the oath of office to 
new members Tom Murray and Andrew 
Silkworth. 
 
The Board then selected Mark Nelson as 
the Chairman and Cliff Pugh as Vice-
chairman. 
 
Old Business: 
§ Mr. Kissinger said that the lake spray-

ing had been completed, but that an 
additional spraying would be conducted 
on August 19 if necessary.  He cau-
tioned that if the water level is low, then 
it is not good for spraying.  He went on 
to say that heat and no rain conditions 
could cause fish kills. 

§ Mr. Nelson said that the vegetation 
level (lower) is better now than in the 
spring. 

§ Mr. McAninch reported that the Pine 
Lake water level has come down and 
wanted to postpone an additional 
spraying 

§ Mr. Nelson requested that the lake 
reps make the decision for spraying, 
but that Mr. Kissinger will not spray 
unless conditions change. 

 
§ Weed Study and Carp Permit Update:  

The study will be done in September/
October.  Mr. Kissinger hopes to 
stock Thagard Lake with carp in the 
fallðwill not do it in the winter. 

 
§ Thagard Lake Dam Replacement 

Update:  There is no word yet on the 
grant.  Village Council has approved 
$415k to start the project with Ge-
oTech engineering.  $56k was ap-
proved for the maintenance of the 
Spring Valley spillwayðregrading and 
reseeding the backside and one joint 
repair.  These projects will take ap-
proximately 18-24 months to com-
plete. 

Lakes & Watershed Board 

July 15, 2024 

Andrew Silkworth (left) and Tom Murray are the newest 

members of the Lakes and Watershed Board. (Continued next page) 
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§ Thagard Lake:  Mr. Nelson said that the lake is busy.  Also, 
officers from Fish & Wildlife came out recently for a check. 

§ Whisper Lake:  Water is down, lots of activity. 

§ Shadow Lake:  Activity has increased; warmer water temps 
could be adding to the óbloomô problem, noticed a small fish 
kill. 

 
Village Staff Updates: 
§ There were questions regarding lake water levels-voluntary 

and mandatory restrictions.  Ms. Christopher had a hand-out 
from the Code of Ordinances on these restrictions for lake 
deficiency levels.  Mr. Kissinger said that Pine Lake was 
getting close, and added that Whisper and Cardinal were 
also down (but they fill up well).  (See www.vwpnc.org Code 
of Ordinances Lakes and Parks (Chapter I) section 5.4) 

 
Public Comments: 

§ Ron Schrage, Shadow Drive, said that there had been a 
óband-aidô applied to a ómajor woundô referring to the sedi-
mentation problem on Shadow Lake.  He added that the 
ground is getting higher and asked what the dredging costs 
would be. 
ß Mr. Nelson said this was looked into eight years 

ago and cited a slurry problem.  Pine and Thagard 

Lakes & Watershed Board 

(Continued from prior page) 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the 

Whispering Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina 

Regional Association of REALTORS, Multiple Listing 

Service.  It does not include homes for sale by owner. 

Information provided by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale    10 August 1, 2024 

    Homes Pending    20 August 1, 2024 

    Homes Sold     13 July 1-31, 2024 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2024:   70 

have the same problem, emanating from the river.  
There are stumps everywhere, which precludes having 
a water vehicle with a trackhoe deal with it.  There are 
stumps in two feet of water.   Another problem is what 
to do with the stuff that is pulled outðmust be dried, 
then removed.   

ß Ms. Christopher said it would be over $500k to óset the 
spoilsô.  Both Mr. Nelson and Mr. Kissinger agreed that 
it comes to moneyðand the stumps, stump site and 
logistics. 
 

Next Meeting:  October 14, 6:30pm. 
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Council Members Present:  Mayor-Pamela Harris, Mayor Pro Tem-
Rick Hutchinson, Lucy Kaminsky, Angie Mullennix, and Chris Sly-
man.  Staff members present:  Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, 
Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Gwen French, Finance Officer, Lt. 
Chris Holt, Whispering Pines Police Department, and Bob Kissin-
ger, Public Works Director.  Meeting length: 1 hour and 2 minutes.  
One person was in the audience. 

 

Village Staff/Agenda Items: 

§ Council agreed (5-0) to put the transfer of real property taxes 
to CRMRF (Capital Reserve Major Repair Fund) on the con-
sent agenda for the August 14 Council meeting. 

§ Council agreed (5-0) to put the approval of a  Budget Ordi-
nance Amendment which will result in money being allocated 
to various line items in each department for full-time employee 
salaries, FICA, life insurance, retirement, and 401(k), on the 
consent agenda for August 14th Council Meeting. This budget 
ordinance amendment will transfer funds within various Village 
departments for the 5% market adjustment that was approved 
by Council with the adoption of the FY 2023-2024 General 
Fund Budget. 

§ Lucy Kaminsky is now a member of the Village Council and 
thus, her seat on Planning and Zoning (P&Z) is open.  Since 
Greta Nintzel is 1st Alternate and has been attending P&Z 
meetings regularly for the last two years, she was selected to 
become a regular member of P&Z for the remainder of Lucy's 
term; she met the qualifications.   Christina Simpson, who is 
new to the board, will now become Alternate #1.  There will be 
a need to fill the Alternate #2 seat on P&Z.   

§ Miscellaneous: 

ß Renovation of Village Hall is now complete. 

ß Roof replacement for Village Hall and the Rescue 
Squad Building is complete. 

ß Hardee Lane Park facility:  Dry Wall is finished being 
installed and now the plumbing and electricity will 
soon be finished.  Mr. Slyman asked if the facility 
would be locked at night.  Mr. Lambdin said, ñNot at 
first.ò  The police will check it twice on their rounds at 
night and when the electricity is complete, cameras 
will be installed.  

ß Staff received an offer of land (1.78 acres) to the 
village at no cost.  It is next to Spring Valley Lake, 
next to the spillway, where the bench is across from 

Village Hall.  It is estimated that it will cost about 
$2,000 to do the legal work for the transfer.  This will 
be brought up at the Aug. 14th Council meeting under 
New Business.  

 

Council Items: 

§ Heronôs Brook Dam.  The State has determined that it is 
owned by both Heronôs Brook LLC and Heronôs Brook HOA.  It 
has been given a number and identified.  The State will inspect 
it before January of 2026.  There are no issues noted with the 
dam at this time.   Linda will monitor.  

§ Close out of the Village Manager's contract.  Mayor Harris and 
Mayor ProTem Hutchinson sat with Mr. Lambdin and worked 
out the close of his current contract which will end on August 
24.  It is now with the attorney and should be ready by the Au-
gust 14 Council meeting. 

Village Council Work Session Highlights 

July 24, 2024 
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Council Members present:  Mayor Pam Harris, Mayor Pro Tem Rick 
Hutchinson, Lucy Kaminsky, Angie Mullennix, and Chris Slyman.  
Attending staff members included new Village Manager John 
DeMasi, Linda Christopher, Assistant Manager/Clerk; Gwen 
French, Finance Officer; Jason Graham, Police Chief; and Damon 
Dean, Public Works Assistant Director.  There were 16 people in 
the gallery.  Meeting duration:  Approximately 55 minutes.  
 
General Public Comments: 
Bob Yerkes, Shadow Drive, requested help from Council to get a 
ópermanent fixô to the problems that Ripple Fiber (Broadband Inter-
net provider) caused on his property and through many homes in 
the area.  He said that the company has put in a temporary cable, 
but that cable meanders through his yard and is unsafe.  His phone 
requests get transferred to a Philippines hub.  (EDIT NOTE:  there 
is a local office in West End and a corporate office in Charlotte.  
However, service calls are transferred to an overseas call center.)  
Mr. Yerkes hopes that Council (or staff) could provide leverage to 
the company and get the situation resolved for himself and other 
residents of Whispering Pines. 
 
Police Promotions: 
(See story front page.) 
 
Moore County Airport Update: 
Rick Cloutier, Airport Director of Moore County Airport, gave a short 
presentation. New items that he did not mention from last monthôs 
article (see The New Pitch, July, page one) include a study of 
óticketed passengersô driving to RDU or other airports (Charlotte, 
Greensboro, etc.) were about 1000 per day from Moore County and 
the top markets were New York, New Jersey, and Central/Southern 
Florida.   
 
He also said there is a pilot shortage of approximately 15,000 which 
impacts the number of nationwide flights available, as well as the 
consolidation of airlines.  Mr. Cloutier reemphasized that the airport 
receives no state (general fund) tax dollars for improvements, but 
rather, receives those monies from a fund included in ticket prices.  
ñWe understand that the airport is a neighbor in the community.ò  
 
He went on to say that there will be meetings along the way for 
resident input.  Refer to www.moorecountyairport.com for more 
information. 

 
Public Comment (after the presenter had left the meeting) 
§ Doug Cote, Highland Drive, said that airlines are getting away 

from regional jets and he thought there would be more use of 
737s that will cause noise pollution.  (EDIT NOTE:  Moore 
County Airport allows 737s).  He doesnôt want the public to be 
left out of future meetings and considerations. 

 

Report from the Village Manager (John DeMasi): 

§ Mr. DeMasi requested an update from Public Works (Damon 
Dean) regarding Hardee Park.  Mr. Dean said that the tiles are 
being done in the bathrooms this week and that the building 
should be completed in four weeks. 

§ Mayor Harris asked about the storm water situation from the 
Hurricane.  Mr. Dean responded that there was some flooding 
again, exacerbated by the rain from the previous week.  The 
department is looking into options for dealing with the flooding.  
There will be a staff meeting on August 15 to critique and re-
view the event. 

§ As a follow-up to the discussion at the July work session per-
taining to the ownership of the Heronôs Lake Dam, Ms. Chris-
topher received an update from Dam Safety. Upon further 
review, the Heronôs Brook HOA has been removed as a partial 
owner of the dam, leaving Colin Webster as the sole owner 
(info from Mr. Lambdinôs report). 

§ Ms Christopher has completed the initial training on CivicPlus 
for the Mass Communication system, which will replace the 
Current CodeRed system. The final training session will be 
completed next week with an anticipated ógo liveô in late Au-
gust, with publicity to begin soon (info from Mr. Lambdinôs 
report). 

 
New Business: 
§ Greta Nintzel was approved to the Planning & Zoning Board 

(originally alternate member) 5-0 

§ A small parcel of donated land on Pine Ridge Drive near Me-
morial Parkway was approved 5-0. 

 
Informal or Public Comments: 
§ Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. Slyman attended a briefing at Ft. Lib-

erty.  Topics included the restructuring of existing units and the 
expansion of Camp Mackall training facility (Scotland/
Richmond Counties).   

§ Mr. Slyman is also interested in looking into the hazardous 
traffic conditions at the 690/Morrison Road intersection. 

 
Next Village Council Meeting:  September 11 at 6pm. 

Village Council Highlights 

August 14, 2024 
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Fire/Rescue Department 

 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS 

7/1/24 (3:24pm), Structure Fire, Parker Road (Carthage)  

§ Two (2) personnel responded with 516 

§ Assisted with water supply 

§ Four (4) personnel remained available at station 

7/2/24 (5:43pm), Structure Fire, Niagara Carthage Road (Carthage)  

§ Two (2) personnel responded with 516 

§ Assisted with water supply 

§ Six (6) personnel remained available at station 

7/4/24 ï Deployed US flags on Pine Lake Dam & Memorial Cause-
way. 

7/4/24 ï Personnel (9) participated in the Village 4th of July parade. 

Type of Call 
July 24 2024YTD 

# % # % 

Medical 25 42 241 55 

Building Fire 13 22 74 17 

Service Call 4 7 35 8 

Fire Alarm 5 8 23 5 

Outside Fire 3 5 20 5 

Storm Damage 2 3 14 3 

Vehicle Accident 3 5 18 4 

Hazardous Condition 3 5 12 3 

Investigation 0 0 3 1 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 2 1 >1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 59   441   

7/4/24 (2:03pm), Vehicle Fire, Trails End Rd (Whispering Pines 
Fire District) 

§ Three (2) personnel responded with 511 

§ Extinguished fully involved vehicle 

§ Seven (7) personnel remained available at station 

7/10/24 (9:02pm), Structure Fire, US 15-501 Highway (Southern 
Pines) (see attached) 

§ Four (4) personnel responded with 512 

§ Stand-by & cover Southern Pines (responded to 
automatic fire alarm) 

§ Three (3) personnel remained available at station 

7/18/24 (8:26pm), Structure Fire, Lasswade Drive (Pinehurst)  

§ Two (2) personnel responded with 516 

§ Assisted with defensive fire attack and overhaul 

§ Three (3) personnel remained available at station 

7/29/24 (1:04am), Structure Fire, Chestnut Street (Cameron)  

§ Two (2) personnel responded with 512 

§ Assisted with fire attack and overhaul 

§ Three (3) personnel remained available at station 
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Incident Type JULY  YEAR TO DATE 

  Burglary 0  2  

  Larceny 0  7  

  Vandalism 0  1  

  Assault 0  4  

  Fraud/Identity theft 3  10  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  1 1 21 9 

  Barking dog  1 0 4 1 

  Park useðnon-resident  17 1 50 1 

  Park-after hours 5 0 35 0 

 Right-of-way 11 0 46 1 

 Golf cart violations 1 0 5 1 

  Skate park violations 0 0 1 0 

 Parked in roadway 6 0 16 0 

 Fire-Open burning 0 0 3 0 

 Soliciting 0 0 15 0 

 Unauth Veh village prop 0 1 1 1 

 Noise ordinance 0 0 1 0 

 Dirt bike violation 1 0 1 0 

Police Statistics 2024 

Police Department  

BREAK-IN UNDER INVESTIGATION 

During the early morning hours of the worst of Hurricane Debby, 
someone kicked in the door at the Subway shop in the Food Lion 
shopping center on Route 22 in Whispering Pines.  According to 
Chief Graham, an officer from the WPPD made his rounds between 
1-1:30 am and found no evidence of the break-in at that time.  ñFor 
some reason,ò the Chief said, ñthe (burglar) alarm was not trig-
gered.ò  The thief made off with a small amount of cash.  The inci-
dent remains under active investigation. 

Pictured above:  Chief Graham presenting a plaque to 
James Hill of Bear Creek Arsenal in appreciation for their 

donation.  

 

The Whispering Pines Police Department would like to give a spe-
cial thanks to Bear Creek Arsenal and the BCA Foundation for 
their recent donation of six AR-15 patrol rifles. The Moore family 
who owns Bear Creek Arsenal, started the BCA Foundation to give 
back to their local community to include law enforcement and vet-
eran/military organizations. Through their foundation our agency 
received these rifles free of charge, saving the Village several 
thousand dollars. It is truly special to know that partnerships like 
this still exist and through their generous donation to our agency, it 
will help us keep our community safe. 

SCAMMERS PREY ON WP RESIDENTS 

In one incident, a resident fell victim to an on-line dating scam and 
has potentially lost about $150,000.  Another resident was told that 
Microsoft was needing to repair their PC.  The resident was told to 
send Bitcoin funds over the internet to pay for the repair and to 
leave their PC running overnight, enabling access to personal data.   

Chief Graham warns us all to be wary of any on-line solicitation for 
funds.  ñLosses are truly impossible to trace or recoup since they 
are generated from other countries,ò he said. 

AR-15 RIFLES DONATION 
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Hurricane Debby 

(continued from front page) 

Some residents saw their culverts fill, including Alisa Jahn on Spear-
head.  Pointing to her culvert, Ms. Jahn said, ñIt rose more than 
halfway up its embankment, you can see the leftover debris line 
now.ò  Curtis Richie, Bogie Drive, experienced a foot of water at his 
driveway.  ñThe water pushed my large clay flowerpot that was situ-
ated below my mailbox to the other entrance of the driveway, about 
50 feet.ò  He explained that his area of the road is like a bowl, with 
the top at the Birdie intersection, flowing down to his home on Bo-
gie, then up again to Pine Crest.  ñThe homes on Pine Crest or 
around the higher curve of Bogie didnôt get the water like we did 
here.ò 

 

The Birdie/Bogie location has encountered storm water issues be-
fore.  Since the development of the Arrowstone neighborhood, water 
has been a recurring problem, even with the retention pond on 
Spearhead. 

Tom Tiller, Birdie Drive, has been filling sandbags off and on since 
2016 when hurricane Matthew came through.  The bags help divert 
the water cascading from the pondðwhich traveled between two 

homes across the street from him and then into his culvert and 
driveway.  ñYears ago I received a letter (from a Village Council 
member) that they were going to put in a pipe, but nothing has been 
done.  I talked with Village Hall and Public Works the other day.ò  
He complained that no one is doing anything to help him and con-
tinues to fill the bags, planning to put up a 3-foot barricade around 

his property.  

 

At Pine Lake, water rose above some docks and over bulkheads, 
but there was no reported damage.  Pine Lake representative John 
McAninch had no phone calls from anyone around the lake. ñI did 
notice that the maintenance trucks (Public Works) came by regular-
ly around the dam and stopped to clear the spillway.  The lake was 
very full; some of the docks got covered and some boats came onto 
the docks.  But everything worked as it should have.ò 

 

Mike Oriet, Shadow Lake representative, also had no calls.  ñThe 
village does a very good job; they pulled one board out of the spill-
wayégiving the lake a little bit of leeway to work the pool up and 
down without putting pressure on the dam.  Shadow doesnôt have 
the wave action that would cause harm.ò  He went on to say that 
the water went about six inches high over some bulkheads, but no 
trees fell or anything significant.  This is the second highest level in 
his experience (Hurricane Florence in 2018 was the highest) on 
Shadow Lake. 

Pictured this page:  Top leftðThagard Lake dam flooding; 

Bottom leftðRetention pond on Spearhead Drive; Bottom 

right shows line in culvert where flooding of retention pond 

reached the home across the street. 
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Birdie Drive 

Home on South Lakeshore Drive 
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Since acquiring a twenty acre tract of land near the intersection of 
Hardee Lane and Niagara Carthage Road in 2019, the Village has 
been busily developing Hardee Lane Park. Working in phases over 
the past four years as funds permitted, today the park features a .6 
mile walking track, ample parking for visitors, and a newly complet-
ed covered picnic/pavilion. 
 
Surprising recent visitors who enter the Park from Hardee Lane is a 
feature that only dates back to early spring of this year: a colorful 
and vibrant flower garden that is a delight for park users and a mag-
net for pollinators. 
 

While the long range plan for the Park included a space for a com-
munity gardens site, the Open Space Survey of 2020 put that 
priority lower on the list of projects than other features such as 
children's play areas and ball courts. So, with community gardens 
not in the immediate future, the Public Works crew, under the 
direction of Bob Kissinger and Damon Dean, decided to add a 
smaller but quite colorful feature that would showcase flowering 
plants and attract pollinators too. 
 
Working with a site in full sun and with a convenient water source, 
the staff tilled up a rectangular area of approximately 20 x 40 feet 
and removed the Bermuda grass. They then obtained from a local 
farm supply store packets of mixed flowers, both annuals and 
perennials, that included fertilizer.  Featured in the planting are 
Zinnia, Black-eyed Susan, Cosmos, and Marigolds. The seeds 
were planted in May and a timer was installed for the irrigation. 
The flowers have maintained their beauty throughout the hot sum-
mer by regular watering and two additional applications of fertiliz-
er. 
 
Plans call for the site to be tilled annually to prevent grass from 
returning and replanted each year with a selection of both annual 
and perennial flowers. 
 
The Public Works crew has produced a garden that is both attrac-
tive and beneficial. A special ñthank youò to them for adding this 
impressive display of color to Hardee Lane Park. 

Public Works Department Adds Beauty to  

Hardee Lane Park 
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HEADING SOUTH FOR THE WINTER 

 

For our feathered friends, fall is here!  Migration is underway for 

many species.  Shortening days have triggered the hormones as-

sociated with putting on fat and heading southward.  For most 

birds, this journey is made alone, using an internal compass and 

perhaps the memory of landmarks (for adults who have traversed 

the way before).  Traveling in family groups or flocks is the excep-

tion, not the rule.  Quite the marvelðwhen I cannot go a few miles 

from home without a map or the aid of GPS! 

Some of these individuals may show up at your feeder as they 

make pit stops on the way south.  But most are not seed eaters.  

So, it may help to look for unfamiliar colorful, small birds at your 

bird bathðor better yetðat a water feature.  They will be drawn to 

the sound of water as they drop down from higher elevations to 

rest.  One way to perhaps find some of these feathered travelers is 

to zero in on noisy chickadees or titmice with whom migrants may 

be associating.  As we all know, the locals always know where to 

find the good eats! 

Hopefully everyone is now seeing more hummingbird activity at 

feeders and flowers.  Most hummers at this time of the season are 

green and white, not adult males with a full red gorget and black, 

forked tail.  The adult males were the first to arrive back in April 

and so were the first to head out beginning late last month.  You 

may still spot one or two through Labor Day by which point most 

will be well to the south of the North Carolina border.  But plenty of 

adult females and especially juvenile hummers will be around for 

several weeksðsome lingering into October.  The last seem to be 

flushed southward by the first real cold front of the fall in late Octo-

ber or early November. 

You might notice that our ñlocalò (i.e., non-migratory) birds are 

replacing feathers now.  Adults in particular might look a wreck 

with gaps in their plumage, virtually no head feathers and short, 

new tails growing in.  This is typical in late summer. Even the new 

generation of some species, such as Northern Cardinals, molt all 

of their juvenal plumage their first fall. 

Note that there are some youngsters that do not yet look like their 

parents.  Immature Red-headed Woodpeckers may sport gray 

heads well into the late fall.   Cheryl Stuckey was surprised by this 

when a young individual showed up at her feeder recently.  Young

-of-the-year Red-bellieds will have brown heads for some time as 

well. We probably will not be able to tell whether the young bird 

using our suet daily is a male or female until the end of Septem-

ber. 

Bird 
by Susan Campbell 

Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in 

your wildlife observations 

and photographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

Immature Red-headed Woodpecker 

ðCornell Laboratory of Ornithology 

Immature Hummingbird 

ðNC Museum of Natural Sciences 
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Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller has been a Moore 

County Master Gardener for 

29 years.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified Back-

yard Wildlife Habitat #954. 

by Dolores Muller 

weed for about two weeks, then they transform into a pupae called 

a chrysalis.  In 9 to 15 days, a fully formed Monarch butterfly  

emerges. 

 

Monarchs are native to North and South America as well as other 

places where milkweed grows. Milkweed is their only source of food 

in the caterpillar stage. As adults, they drink flower nectar including 

milkweed, clover, and goldenrod. 

 

Every September, the Flutterby Festival is held at the Arboretum in 

Pinehurst.  It is an opportunity to learn about Monarch butterflies, 

insects, birds, and bees. You can tour the pollinator garden and 

even step into the magical Monarch butterfly tent. There you can 

watch Monarchs feed on flowers and even feed them yourself. It is 

a fun day and a chance to learn about how you can help these 

beautiful creatures. Consider planting a pollinator garden or adding 

a milkweed plant to your landscape next spring. 

 

Monarch Butterfly 

Monarch butterflies, Danaus Plexippus, are the most recognizable 

of all the butterflies. We as gardeners need to do more to assure 

their survival. Threats to their habitat due to pesticides and weather 

conditions have taken a toll on the population so much so, that they 

have been added to the endangered species list. We can do much 

to assure their survival. 

 

These beautiful orange and black winged butterflies are famous for 

their seasonal migration, traveling from the United States and Can-

ada to California and Mexico for the winter, nearly 2,500 miles 

away. They travel returning to the same forest each year, and 

some even finding the same tree that their ancestors landed on. It 

is estimated that up to a billion of these international travelers ar-

rive in the mountains of Mexico every year. Monarch butterflies 

have significant meaning in the Mexican culture. During the óDay of 

the Deadô or óAll Souls Dayô on November 1st and 2nd, the Mexican 

people see the arrival of Monarchs as a spiritual symbol. Many 

believe the butterflies represent the souls of their ancestors return-

ing to visit and bring comfort to loved ones.  Revelers might even 

dress up as Monarch butterflies in parades and other celebrations. 

 

The butterflies make the journey only once and it is in Mexico that 

they mate. The males die, but the females will once again head 

north to deposit their eggs on milkweed plants (pictured below) as 

they go along the way. Eventually they, too, die. The hatching eggs 

reveal a green and white striped caterpillar. They feed on the milk-

Black and Orange Winged Pollinators:   

THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY 
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SENIOR ENRICHMENT CENTER

8040 Hwy 15

910-215

The Ladies Aerobics group held their third Summer Fun Olympics 
this month at the Community Building.  The women were not ad-
vised beforehand that the competition would take place, so whoev-
er came to class that day were the athletes.  Sixteen members par-
ticipated in the special Monday class. 
 
Teams were chosen by pulling colors out of a hatðred, blue, green, 
and yellow.  There were four members on each team.  The compe-
titions comprised of:  hula hoop, basketball free throws, balance 
beam, and dressage. 
 
Medals were awarded to: 

§ Hula Hoop (Individual) 
       GOLD  Christie Kalles (33 revolutions in 1 minute)   
        SILVER Brenda McMillan (23 revolutions) 

§ Basketball free throws (most baskets in 1 minute was the team 
score) 

       GOLD Marcy Isenhart and Charity Williams (Blue  
  Team) with six baskets   
        SILVER Christie Kalles and Sue Aceves (Red Team) 
    Karen Robbins and Angela Harris (Green Team) 
   with five baskets each. 

§ Balance Beam (Individual) 
        GOLD (tie) Andrea Harris and Sharen Melton 
        SILVER Becky Cameron    

§ Dressage (fastest time on the course without disturbing rails) 
        GOLD Marcy Isenhart & Charity Williams (Blue Team) 
        SILVER Brenda McMillan & Becky Cameron (Yellow 
  Team) 
 
Ladies Aerobics 55+ meets M-W-F at 8:45 am at the Community 
Building.  Their normal routine consists of mild-moderate aerobics, 
hand weights, practicing balance, and flexibility.  New members 
are always welcome.  Contact Kathleen Boyle ï 910-885-4284 for 
more information. 

Lyla Shumate takes her pony through its 

paces during the Dressage Competition.  


