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In a recent press release, it was announced 
that Brown Golf, current owner of the Coun-
try Club of Whispering Pines, merged with 
GreatLIFE Golf  Fitness of Topeka, Kansas, 
effective September 1, 2022.   The an-
nouncement stated that the merger will 
ñcreate one of the largest golf holding and 
management entities in the country. Post-
merger, GreatLIFE Golfôs portfolio will in-
clude fifty-three golf courses and four gyms 
located in nine states under the GreatLIFE 
Golf brand.ò 

The announcement went on to state that 
ñJohn Brown, co-founder and CEO of Brown 
Golf, will assume the role of GreatLIFE Golf 

CEO, with Jason Harshbarger, co-owner 
and CFO of Brown Golf, assuming the 
role of GreatLIFE Golf CFO. Collectively, 
the GreatLIFE brand will represent seven-
ty golf courses, twenty-four gyms and one 
bowling center.ò 

Sources at CCWP state that there have 
been no noticeable changes as a result of 
the merger as of yet, and there remain 
questions as to whether CCWP is still up 
for sale by the new entity. 

A request for an interview with Greg Nes-
bitt, the current General Manager, was 
ñrespectfully declined.ò 

Pine Lake drawdown is underway 

to allow for needed repairs to the 

dam.  More pictures, page 32. 

How would you feel if you arrived home 
from vacation only to find that your HVAC 
unit was ruined by a power surge or possi-
ble lightning strike?  This happened to a 
family in Whispering Pinesô Herons Brook 
neighborhood.  The residents, who wish to 
remain anonymous, stated via messaging 
that their HVAC systemôs control board was 
completely burnt, the upstairs óNestô ther-
mostatðwhich uses smart technologyð
had burn marks on the wall, and the front 
porch lights no longer worked.   They went 
on to report that they receive many power 
surges in their neighborhood and were not 
sure if this damage was caused by a power 
surge or a lightning strike.  The repairs 
required several trips to the hardware store 
and $1200.   

 

Village Manager Rich Lambdin contacted 
the Duke Energy District Manager for 
Moore County, David McNeill, because of 
multiple outages and power surges in the 
village. In July, Mr. McNeill spoke to Village 
Council concerning improvements to the 
reliability of the power grid and current 
projects within the village.  From March 
through July, 36 miles of circuits were 
cleared of tree overgrowth which can 
cause local outages.  Additionally, their 
engineer searched the lines with a drone 
and found 3 areas of problem vegetation 
that were cleared.  

 

Duke Energy is currently installing an un-
derground power line to enhance service 

Whispering Pines Power Grid: 

A Surging Topic 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Planning & Zoning  

August 17, 2022 

The meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attended by 
members Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, Bruno Decaudin (alternate) Gre-
ta Nintzel (alternate), Ann Robson, and Shane Stauffer. Chris Bish-
op, Chair, Dean Kalles and Ken Riggsbee (ETJ) were absent.  Ms. 
Castle was óActing Chairperson.ô 
 
Update from the Zoning Administrator: 
There will be a Public Hearing at the September 14 Village Council 
meeting regarding the recommendation for a driveway amendment. 
(LDO Chapter 9) 
 
Appeal to an administrative decision  
This is regarding the removal of an above-ground pool on 
Bellhaven Drive (ETJ).  Since no one representing the homeowner 
attended this meeting, the appeal was denied 6-0, and the removal 
of the pool is required.  (Edit note: above-ground pools are prohibit-
ed in the Village; within the ETJ, oneôs property must be coded R/A
-resident/agricultural.) 
 
Rezoning of property on Vass-Carthage/Niagara-Carthage 
Continued discussion of the property (formerly known as Blue 
Horse Market/Matthews Market) from Neighborhood Shopping 
(NS) to Neighborhood Shopping-Conditional District (NS-CD).  
There was more information provided by the contractor regarding a 
landscaping buffer to restrict some parking, a one-way egress 
(NCDOT), bathroom plans, stairways, and other items.  The Board 
granted approval (5-0) with the condition of receiving an ABC li-

cense.  It now goes to the Village Council for a Public Hearing 
(September 14), and then discussion at a future worksession. 
 
Home Occupation Permit Request 
Ann Rembetsy on Shadow Lane is applying for a home business 
permit.  This is a physical fitness/sports program for girls, mainly 
conducted outside. Maximum class is 15 children, hours are 4-5 
pm.  Discussion included parking, drop-off/pick-up traffic.  The 
Board voted 6-0 for recommendation to grant permit; will go to 
Council for final approval. 
 
Review proposed amendment to the LDO  
This is regarding temporary shade devices (fabric).  The original 
discussion was on awnings and canopies in the backyard as well as 
front shading devices for cars (not tarps).  This has been divided 
into two different aspects.   
1. Modifying the LDO definition of a carport.  As it stands now:  

CARPORT: A structure attached to a residential dwelling cov-
ered by a roof and supported by pillars or cantilevered which is 
primarily designed to shelter one or more motor vehicles.  Pro-
posed change:  A structure covered by a roof, supported by 
pillar, post, or cantilevered to shelter one or more motor vehi-
cles.  This new definition passed 6-0 and will go to Council for 
a Public Hearing on September 14.    

2. Regarding shade screens, the Board decided not to make a 
recommendation, which passed 6-0. 

 
Next Meeting:  September 21, 4:30 pm at Village Hall. 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

 

Council members present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor Pro Tem 
Pam Harris, Alexa Roberts, and Linda Vandercook. Mr. Conway 
was absent. Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Linda Christopher, Vil-
lage Clerk/Zoning Administrator, Lt. Rodney Dozier, Police, and 
Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.  There were 8 people in the 
gallery. 
 
Village Staff agenda items (Rich Lambdin, Village Manager) 
§ The Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) which the Village 

adopted in 2013 is reviewed annually and updated as needed 
(personnel changes, etc.)  The Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) has been added.  Upon Councilôs ap-
proval at the September 14 meeting, the resolution will be 
adopted. 

§ $818 of interest has accrued from the American Rescue Plan; 
the monies will be transferred to the General Fund and ear-
marked as óspecial projects.ô  This will be a budget ordinance 
amendment; approval under the consent agenda at the Sep-
tember 14 meeting. 

§ Hardee Lane Park bidding process is ongoing with Phase One 
divided into segments.  This keeps the portions under $500K, 
easing paperwork for consultants.  The first portion is the pe-
rimeter walking trail (10 feet wide by 3400 feet long).  There 
will be an entrance off of Hardee Lane and should have mini-
mal grading.  The bid deadline is September 21; Council will 
review at the September 28 work session. 

§ Discussion ensued regarding the options for the trail surface, 
edging (or no edging) and how the utilities will be handled, 
timing, etc. 

 

Miscellaneous Updates 

§ The Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) is estimated to have a 
population of 1000 people.  There are 125 lots, 46 vacant par-
cels. 

§ A WP resident rented her boat for use on Thagard Lake.  
Council discussed the idea of ófor profitô use of the lakes.  
Each member of Council was against the use, with Ms. Harris 
saying that non-residents could possibly be using the lakes, 
Ms. Vandercook submitting that public property should not be 
used for personal profit, and Ms. Roberts suggesting that the 
boat owner could rent for use on larger lakes such as Jordan 
or Tillery (in Uwharrie region). 

§ Mr. Lambdin said that other properties in the village 
(Community Building, etc.) must be used/rented for non-profit 
groups. 

§ There were 2 guest passes issued for use on the lakes this 
seasonðñGuests of residents or property owners may use the 
lake and park recreational facilities only when accompanied by 
the host, or when a guest pass has been issued by Village 
Staffò (from the Code of Ordinances, Ch 1, Article 1). 

 
 

Council Items 
§ The Land Use Plan discussion was begun, but later tabled so 

Council could take home pages for their review. 

§ Screening Issue.  The LDO screening rules, amended July 22 
(Ch. 8, Sec 8.6--The purpose of a landscape screen, which is 
the preferred method of screening, is to use live evergreen 
plants to obscure views from adjoining properties, residences, 
and streets. Screening must be provided to obscure the open 
storage of trashcans, HVAC units, fixed whole house genera-
tors, LP gas tanks, lawn equipment, boats, and trailers) were 
raised for grandfathering 6ft screens.   

ß Kim Cote, Highland Drive, said she had a petition of 
190 names asking for the rescission. 

ß Ms. Roberts asked if any Council members had 
changed their mind (none).   

ß Mr. Lambdin reported that 190 homes had been iden-
tified with screening violations (non-conforming as to 
height or screening material).  In six months, a letter 
will go out to homeowners not in compliance informing 
them about the current requirements. 

ß Mayor Bernhard said that the village has approximate-

ly 1800 homes so his mind has not changed. 

§ Mr. Conway reported that a municipal meeting regarding the 
Opioid Allocation Agreement will be October 5. 

(EDIT Note: The funds will be used to support treat-
ment, recovery, harm reduction, and other life-
saving programs and services in communities 
throughout the state.  For Whispering Pines, it will 
address NARCAN medication which is used to re-
verse the effects of an opioid overdose.) 

 
Next Work Session:  September 28, 2pm. 

August 31, 2022 
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Village Council Highlights 

September 14, 2022 

All council members present:  Glenn Bernhard, Mayor, Pam Harris, 
Mayor Pro Tem, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, Linda Vandercook.  
Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Administrator, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, 
Jason Graham, Police Chief, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director. 
There were 19 people in the gallery. 
 
Mayor Bernhard began by asking for a moment of silence for the 
victims of 9/11 and the recent tragedy in our village. 
 
General Public Comments 

Deb Castle, president of the Garden Club, gave a history of the 
organization and its functions to help beautify the village. 

§ Screening Rules. 
        Ms. Christopher read two emails (Laurin Hardwick and Mark 
Collins) regarding the opposition to the LDO amendment (effective 
July 22) regarding new screening rules.  She also read an email 
from Greta Nintzel who requests that the Council be ómore forward 
thinkingô regarding the ETJ.  She also asks that they effectively plan 
for the ówindfallô due to increased tax collection. 

Three other people commented on their opposition to the new 
screening amendmentð 

ß Katharine Rice, Pine Ridge Drive, accused the Coun-
cil of ónot listeningô and ignoring other situations that 
have been around for years. She went on to say that 
people are sick of dealing with it. 

ß Eleanor Goldberg, Sandpiper Drive, suggested view-
ing the neighborhoods of Pinehurst where they have 
various styles of fencing and thought that was okay. 

ß Kim Cote, Highland Drive, reported that she has 195 
signatures on the petition to rescind the amendment, 
ñItôs the neighborly and democratic thing to do.ò 

 
Consent Agenda 

The budget ordinance amendment ($818 interest in the ARP fund) 
and the Emergency Operations Plan were both approved, 5-0. 
 
Public Hearings 

§ LDO amendment (Ch. 9) regarding driveways and culvertsð
they must be maintained by the property owner, and that 
where the roadside ditch allows it, a culvert made of materials 
approved by the Public Works Director, with a minimum inside 
diameter of 12 inches and length not to exceed one-half of the 
lot street frontage width, must be installed at the end of the 
driveway.  There were no comments opposing the amendment. 

§ Definition of a carport  (see Planning and Zoning, page 2.)  

No comments. 

§ Rezoning of parcel on Vass-Carthage/Niagara-Carthageðno 
comments, except from the owner, John Rowley, who appreci-
ated the óprocessô help from Ms. Christopher. 

 

Report from Village Manager (Rich Lambdin) 

§ Update on Pine Lake drawdown:  Approximately 18 inches are 
pumped out per week, potentially reaching final stage mid-
November. 

 

New Business 

§ Village properties that are being used ófor profitô by residents 
was discussed.  Mayor Bernhard requested that a definition be 
included in the Code of Ordinances; Ms. Christopher suggest-
ed it move to the next work session (9/28); this was agreed. 

§ Ms. Roberts was concerned that topics on social media were 
being addressed by Council, and was opposed to monitoring 
these sites for Council review. Mr. Lambdin said that a particu-
lar topic (on boat rental) came to the village staff separately, 
not through social media. 

§ Amendment to Code of Ordinances, Ch. E pertaining to trash 
can placement.  The change of wording would include, 
ñscreened from view from adjoining properties, residences, and 
the street.ò  The amendment was passed 3-2, with Mr. Conway 
and Ms. Roberts dissenting. 

 
Informal Discussion 

Tim Robinson, S. Lakeshore Drive, thinks the change of screening 
height from 6ft to 4ft is over the line.  He said the height should be 
appropriate to the home and that the LDO has gone too far on per-
sonal style.  ñIôm a freedom guy,ò he said, continuing that he 
thought there was an autocratic tenor coming into the LDO. 
 
Next Meeting:  October 12, 6pm. 

A petition to rescind the new Screening 

Rules obtained 195 signatures, or 

approximately 10.8% of the 1800 

households in the village. 
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Type of Call 
2021 Aug-22 2022 YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 40 71 388 60 

Building Fire 109 12 9 16 101 16 

Outside Fire 65 7 0 0 26 4 

Service Call 37 4 0 0 27 4 

Fire Alarm 42 5 3 5 37 6 

Storm Damage 12 1 2 4 27 4 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 2 4 22 3 
Hazardous   
Condition 

6 1 0 0 12 2 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 7 1 
Aircraft          
Emergency 

0 0 0 0 3 >1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 1 >1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   56   651   

August Highlights: 

§ Firefighter 2 certification ï Alex Troyer 

§ Active Shooter Training @ SCC (5 personnel) 

§ National Fire Academy: Incident Safety Officer-16 hours 
(1 person) 

§ Drill:  CPR certification (17 personnel) 

 

Accomplishments: 

§ Four (4) applicants were interviewed for the full-time 
firefighter position.  WPFRD volunteer firefighter Glenn 
Boles was selected to fill the vacancy.  Glenn will begin 
full-time employment on September 12th. 

§ One (1) of the applicants will begin working in a part-
time capacity in September.   

Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 



6 

Village Mourns South Lakeshore Couple 

In a statement, Chief Jason Graham said, ñThe investigation is 
leading us to believe this was a murder-suicide.  There also 
appears to be no ongoing threat to the community.ò   
 
No note was found in the home.  Phone records and other data 
are currently under review by the Sheriffôs Department. 
 
The Jensens lived in Whispering Pines for many years, David 
having been a retired military officer.  Amber owned a kitchen 
design business.  The couple had two adult children. 
 

At about 6pm on Tuesday, September 6, neighbors called the Whis-
pering Pines Police Department to a residence on South Lakeshore 
Drive.  A co-worker had become concerned when Mr. Jensen had 
not shown up for work on Tuesday, prompting him to make a trip to 
the home at 5 South Lakeshore.  Finding vehicles in the driveway 
but no response at the door, the co-worker alerted a neighbor.  Sub-
sequently that evening, a neighbor went to the residence, found the 
male and female victims, and notified police.  
 
The responding officers reported finding two bodies inside the resi-
dence who were identified as David C. Jensen and Amber C. Jen-
sen, both 47 years of age. The victims were deceased upon the 
officersô arrival, both having sustained gunshot wounds.  Evidence 
at the scene suggests the event occurred on Sunday, September 4. 
 
 

Veterans Assistance Available 

Help for Veterans and their families is available locally.  For ac-

cess to Veterans Administration (VA) services, the contact person 

is Kelly Green. The Veteran Services office is located at 707 Pine-

hurst Ave, Carthage, NC 28327 (Inside the Agricultural Building). 

 https://www.moorecountync.gov/veterans-services 

 Non-profit, local veterans groups in Moore County: 

* American Legion Post 12 Carthage. 

* American Legion Post 72 Aberdeen. 

* American Legion Post 177 Southern Pines. 

* American Legion Post 296 Vass. 

* Disabled American Veterans Chapter 83 Moore County. 

* Marine Corps League Sandhills Detachment 1001. 

* Military Officers Association of America Sandhills Chapter. 

* Special Forces Association Chapter 62. 

* Veterans Motorcycle Club Pinehurst Chapter. 

* Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7318 Southern Pines. 

* Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 966 Sandhills. 

https://www.moorecountync.gov/veterans-services
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Incident Type YTD  AUG  

  Burglary 3   0  

  Larceny 8   0  

  Vandalism 4   1  

  Assault 2   0  

  Fraud 40   5  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  39 14  6 0 

  Barking dog  2 6  0 1 

  Park violations  284 3  40 0 

  Right-of-way  85 17  9 2 

 Golf cart violations  2 ð  0 ð 

  Skate park violations  24 ð  2 ð 

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

February 24 5 8 3 97 105 97 13 214 954 

March 32 6 12 2 93 103 83 116 183 1,080 

April 23 8 12 5 93 103 98 126 297 1,044 

May 34 9 16 6 115 128 55 69 261 1,115 

Jun 30 5 10 1 153 165 81 165 502 1,009 

Jul 13 5 10 2 103 118 74 100 472 1,012 

Aug 25 10 21 2 105 120 78 109 379 1,075 

TOTAL 208 57 102 22 838 929 611 823 2,550 8,297 

VEHICLE BREAK-INS ON THE RISE AGAIN 

Police departments in Southern Pines, Aberdeen and Pinehurst 
are reporting an uptick in the number of vehicle break-ins recently.  
While nothing has yet been reported in Whispering Pines, it is a 
reminder to always lock your vehicle(s), especially between mid-

night and 5am. 

 

REQUIREMENTS TO RIDE DIRT BIKES 

Police have recently responded to sev-
eral calls concerning kids riding dirt 
bikes in the Village.  Residents should 
be aware that in North Carolina: 

§ To be driven on the road, dirt bikes 
must be registered with the DMV 
like any other vehicle, including 
insurance requirements. 

§ Drivers must be at least 16 years of age and possess a valid 
driverôs license. 

 

POLICE PERSONNEL UPDATES 

Trina Neal has been hired as Police Records Specialist to replace 
Lisa Weaver.  Lisa has announced her retirement after 17 years of 
service effective December 1. 

Interviews are underway to replace Police Investigator Lt. Rodney 
Dozier who is retiring at year end.  

 

 

TUCKER ROAD SPEED LIMIT REDUCED  

Residents should be aware that the 
speed limit on Tucker Road has been 
reduced by the NCDOT from 45 mph 
to 35 mph, perhaps because of the 
additional number of homes that have 
been built along that stretch of road. 
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reliability in the village. The underground 
line will help restore power more quickly by 
supplying power in one direction when 
there is an outage in the other direction.   
The underground line will not replace any 
overhead lines, but is an additional line. 
The new line runs along Airport Road 
beginning west of the Niagara-Carthage 
intersection.  It continues to the intersection 
of Cardinal and Hardee Lane, turning north 
along Hardee, ending at Windsong on 
village owned property.   This will give Duke 
the option to re-route power in the event of 
an outage on one side of the village.  

 

McNeill stated in addition to the under-
ground line, Duke Energy is re-
conductoring (upgrading the existing overall 
power line).  ñIt will help us to support cus-
tomer load growth as energy needs in-
crease and this improves contingency 
switching. The improvements will begin 
along Pine Lake Drive, continue to Hardee 
Lane, along Niagara-Carthage to Vass-
Carthage Road,ò McNeill informed the Vil-
lage Council.  

 

Village Council mentioned residentsô con-
cerns about ópower blips or surgesô and the 
effect on residents with CPAPs, as well as 

reports of start-up ca-
pacitors in HVAC sys-
tems becoming dam-
aged. McNeill respond-
ed that Duke has the 
ability to track power 
outages.  He reported 
on outages within the 
last two years which 
have lasted longer than 
five minutes.   There 
were four instances in 
2021: two were storm 
related, one planned for 
tree trimming, and one 
that occurred during clear weather, but a 
tree fell on a line.   

 

Record of Power Losses in 2022 

MayðLoss of transmission due to a 
storm. (EDIT Note: Transmission li-
nes are those coming from generating 
plants into the area.)  

June 17ðanother storm.   

July 1-- clear weather but a conductor 
broke and needed to be replaced.   

July 10ðagain, the weather was clear, 
but in the process of vegetation manage-
ment, an outage occurred. 

 

McNeill asks for residents to first call 
Dukeôs Customer Service line with any 
issues. ñDuke Energy is constantly look-
ing for ways to improve,ò he stated.  
ñCustomer service can answer 98% of 
the issues.ò   Of the other 2%, and if you 
have repeated surges but not an outage, 
residents are encouraged to call or email 
Rich Lambdin, the Village Manager, to 
report the issue. Lambdin will then con-
tact Mr. McNeill to investigate a solution.  
McNeill encourages residents to enroll in 
their surge protection program.  

Protection Programs Available 

Duke Energy offers two protection plans.  
The Surge Coverage and Grounding Es-
sential is $4.99/month and covers electron-
ics as anything with a circuit board like the 
TV, computers, microwave, and HVAC 
circuit board.  This provides $1000/incident 
or $2000/year coverage.  It is a reimburse-
ment program and repairs are attempted 
first.  If the electronic item cannot be re-
paired, it is replaced at a depreciated value 
based on age.   

 

The Surge Protection program for large 
appliances is meter-based, whereby Duke 
Energy will install a surge protection device 
into your meter or electrical box.  The pro-
gram is $7.99/mo. and covers refrigerators, 
washers, dryers, and HVAC unitsð
specifically, home appliance motors and 
compressors. There is a lifetime limit liabil-
ity of $10,000.  Duke Energy is providing 
free installation through 9/30/2022.  If the 
homeowner desires both coverage of appli-
ances and electronics, the Surge Coverage 
and Grounding Essential can be added for 
only $2.99/month to the Surge Protection 
program instead of the full $4.99. Additional 
information is available by calling 
888.999.8856 or online at www.duke-
energy.com/home-services/surge/surge-
protection.  

(Continued next page) 

Power Surge 

(Continued from front page) 
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There are exclusions to the coverage:   

1) Covered equipment damaged as a result of anything other 
than a power surge  

2) Power surges that enter the home through phone lines, cable, 
satellite lines or means other than the electric service entry at 
the meter 

3) Power surges that enter the home through the ground or a 
direct lightning strike rather than the power lines.  See addi-
tional exclusions online.  

 

Residents should also check with their homeownerôs insurance to 
see what coverage might be available.  One company, USAA 
Homeowners, will not cover power surges caused by the electric 
company, but they do cover for lightning strikes with the home-
owner responsible for the deductible.   

An additional option for village residents is mentioned by the Na-
tional Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA), a not-for-profit 
trade association. Their website recommends homeowners add a 
Surge Protective Device (SPD) to their home. This is a similar 
device that Duke Energy installs onto the electric meter.  The 
homeowner should consult with an electrician for installation of a 
SPD at the meter or plug-in devices are available which install into 

the homeôs electrical box.  For more information see 
www.nemasurge.org.   

 

The Herons Brook family only learned of surge protectors after the 
fact, but power surges can be mitigated with preventive measures 
by homeowners.  With the work Duke Energy is performing, hopeful-
ly power outages will become less frequent within the village. 

 

To report a power outage, call the Duke Energy Customer Service 
Center at 1-800-452-2777.  

ADVERTISEMENT  
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Phil Vandercook found the perfect restoration project: A 1970 
M151A2 military-style jeep. 

 

The M151A2 was manufactured by AM General (South Bend, IN). 
Itôs known by the acronym ñMUTTòðMilitary Utility Tactical Truck. 
This type of Jeep was in service between 1959 and 1988; it was 
used extensively during the Vietnam War as a small, tactical vehi-
cle. There was also an ambulance version, a variant with an M40 
106 mm recoilless rifle mounted on the rear, and a firefighting vari-
ant, among others. Over 100,000 vehicles were manufactured.  The 

New Pitch recently asked Phil about his ñMUTTò experience. 

How did you come across this jeep? 

  I bought it from a guy in Aberdeen. The jeep had been sitting in his 
garage for over 10 years. At one point, it was operational, but he 
had not driven it for years. He was ready to sell it, and how could I 
say no? The body was in great condition, as were the seats and the 
top; I knew I could get it up and running. 

Have you worked on cars before? 

  Yes. Years ago, I had a really cool 1969 Road Runner. And Iôve 
also owned a full-size1980 Bronco that I put a new engine into. But 
this is the first military-type classic vehicle that Iôve owned and 
worked on. 

What did you have to 
do to get it up and 
running? 

  The biggest issues 
were the fuel tank and 
fuel lines. The fuel tank 
had sludge in it that 
needed to be cleaned 
out, requiring the inside to 
be recoated afterwards. The brakes also needed a lot of work, as 
did the distributor and spark plugs. But overall, it was in rather good 
condition. Having sat idle was the biggest problem. 

Did you get help? 

  Yes. My brother Matt was at Bragg (returning from a deployment in 
Africa) when I first picked it up, and he along with Ed Basile on Pine 
Lake Drive helped out. I did take it to Ole Steel (auto repair and 
restoration) in Vass to get the drums turned.  

What plans do you have for the jeep? 

  Itôs not a daily driver, but itôs perfect for local trips up to Carthage 
and over to Aberdeen. Iôll be driving it in local paradesðVeterans 
Day is coming up! I want to redo the suspension to improve han-
dling and make it more drivable. The MUTT is óold schoolô every-
thingðno power steering, no power brakes and it has a manual 

 

choke. It handles well up to about 45 or 50 mph. Its strong suit is 
off-road rather than regular roads. 

Did you run into anything unexpected while working on it?  

  Yes and no. I knew it would need tinkering. I have done a lot of 
trips up to AutoZone in Carthage. And Iôve bought most of my parts 
online. There is a big community of M151 owners out there, and 
plenty of videos on YouTube to help you figure things out.  

I get all kinds of fun comments and questions when I take the jeep 
places. Itôs a great conversation piece. People come up to me and 
tell me about their time in the military or how the jeep reminds them 
of their dad or grandpa. I really enjoy owning it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil is recently retired with 32 years of military service. He is the 
Post Commander of American Legion Post 12 in Carthage. He and 
his wife Linda live on Pine Ridge Drive.  

The òMUTTó on Pine Ridge Drive 
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Amy Page ð Fly Rod Lake 
Volunteers at: veteran events hosted by local 
charities  
Time spent: a few hours every few months 
(depending on travel for work) 
 
 
Courtney LaFleur ð Princess Gate 
Volunteers as: care-sharing with neighborhood 
moms  
Time spent: a few hours a week (primarily during 
the shortened day care hours during the summer 
months) 
 
 
Andy Conway ð Whispering Winds 
Volunteers with: Moore County Law Enforce-
ment Officers Association; during Union Pines 
High School football games; ñHope for Recov-
eryò (annual event hosted by MC Sheriffôs of-
ficeðnext one scheduled for Sept 24 at Aber-
deen Rec Ctr) 
Time spent: ñI really donôt know the amount of 
hours, Iôve never thought about it.ò  
 
 
Sue McBride ð Pine Lake 
Volunteers with:  Moore Free & Charitable Clinic; 
Whispers (leadership committee --
communications) 
Time spent: 6 hours per week at the clinic, Whis-
pers as needed 

Kristen Nolan ð Summerfield 
Volunteers: as a ñRoom momò at Pinecrest 
Presbyterian School and with the PTA; support-
ing Shannon Davisô campaign for MC Board of 
Education 
Time spent: 4+ hours a week 
 
 
Diana Williamson ð Spring Valley Lake 
Volunteers with: Thrift Shop, Carthage Garden 
Club, Whispering Pines Garden Club, Whispers.  
Time spent: quite a bit over the years, and not 
stopping anytime soon 
 
 
Curtis Richie ð Birdie Drive 
Volunteers with: Kiwanis Club, several elemen-
tary schools, Backpack Pals, local food bank, 
Keep Moore Beautiful, Whispering Pines Garden 
Club, American Red Cross, Boys & Girls Clubð
anything for the kids! 

Time spent:   
 
 
Shari Basile ð Pine Lake Drive 
Volunteers by: cooking at Meals on Wheels.  
Time spent: 4 hrs per week 
 
 
Mark Stephans & Miss Finn ð Windsong Place 
Volunteers with: First Health ï visiting patients at 
in-patient rehab, oncology, and staff visits (this 
program has been dormant due to COVID proto-
cols but is now starting back up) 
Time spent: 1 day per week for 3 hours 
 
 
Diane Stephans ð Windsong Place 
Volunteers with: Country Club of Whispering 
Pines.  Put up annual Christmas decorations both 
indoors and outdoors (helping hands wanted!) 
Time spent: the weekend after Thanksgiving for a 
solid 10-12 hours 
 
 
Ray White ð Whisper Lake  
Volunteers with: American Legion Post 12 
(membership), Pleasant Hill Baptist Church (usher, 
maintenance ï inside and outside, repairs, baptis-
mal tank, custodian) 
Time spent: as much time as it takes 

Some of our many 

               Village Volunteers 

Whether you call it óvolunteeringô or something else, many people 
in Whispering Pines offer their time and expertise in a number of 
ways.  Often they approach it from the aspect of easing the burden 
for friends and family.  For churches, other organizations or the 
community at large, volunteers pitch in to help beautify, promote a 
cause, help the needy, or other situations where a variety of needs/
interests intersects with their own lives.  Time given:  some weekly 
or once a month; others are seasonal.  Sometimes itôs ówhen re-
questedô so thereôs no set schedule. 
 
Itôs not a one-way street.  The volunteer gets a chance to meet new 
people who have similar interests, or shut off the television for a 
while, or even put their knowledge to work in a non-competitive 
atmosphere, almost always followed by a óThank You.ô  See below 
what our neighbors are doing with their time.  Perhaps there is 
something you would like to explore. 
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Estelle Makie ð Pine Lake  
Volunteers with: PTA (middle school) and PTO 
(high school) with events and theater (as an ush-
er); also neighborly support such as carpooling 
and ófood trainô (provide meals to families who 
have a deployed spouse or need help due to 
illness) 
Time spent: as needed 
 
 
Jessica Schweers ð Goldenrod Drive 
Volunteers at: Sandhills Classic Christian School 
and local FB group for Moore County moms (and 
stay-at-home dads)  
Time spent: as needed 
 
 
Jane Ellen Tercheria ð S Lakeshore Drive 
Volunteers at: Grace Church in Southern Pines, 
both weekly and monthly, including with a prayer 
team 
Time spent: 10 hours per week 
 
 
Mariann Benway ð Martin Way 
Volunteers with: Moore Republican Women (MRW) 
on the Ways and Means Committee by selecting, 
arranging, and selling jewelry at MRW events 
Time spent: 6 hours per month 
 
 
Tami and Jim Epting ð Pine Crescent 
Volunteers with: WP Thrift Shop (T: treasur-
er, J: assistant treasurer), WP Garden Club 
ï caretakers of Nealon Park (T: weeding, J: 
trimming), WP Police Department volunteer 
program (T: coordinator, J: member)  
Time spent: 20 hours a week for the Thrift 
Shop; 10 hours a month for the WPPD, and 
as needed year-round for the Garden Club 
 
 
Sally Mason ð Windsong Place 
Volunteers with: WP Thrift Shop, book club, WP 
Garden Club historian, Christ Community 
Church (2 and 3-year-olds), and as a sub for 
the Ladies aerobics class 
Time spent: a few hours a week 
 
 

Matt Caruso ð Lakeview Drive 
Volunteers at: his church, Sacred Heartðhe is the 
lead for a weekly menôs group called ñThat Man Is 
Youò; he also brings the Eucharist to homebound 
and ill (upon request) 
Time spent: 5 hours per week 

Editorôs note:  Sue McBride, Diana Williamson and    

Estelle Makie also volunteer with The New Pitch ð 

thank you, ladies! 
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Rebecca Listrom, Executive Director of 

Meals on Wheels of the Sandhills 

Those in our village who are unable to prepare meals for them-
selves have a new resource: Meals on Wheels of the Sandhills has 
started making deliveries to our area.  

Covid is partially responsible for this expanded service. ñWe lost 
one day due to Covid,ò Rebecca Listrom, executive director of the 
non-profit, proudly states.  For several years the meals had come 
from Penick Village but Covid restrictions forced Rebecca to find 
alternate sources to keep the meals program running.  Immediately 
the community rallied around so the meal recipients would not be 
without regular food. ñChurches, community groups, the Food 
Bank, restaurants (particularly Outback and Olive Garden) came to 
our rescue,ò Rebecca notes.  The volunteers continued their deliv-
eries, with some concessions to the Covid restrictions. 

As they began to realize they were going to need a new place to 
cook and assemble the meals, Rebecca and her board of directors 
added that to their list of things to keep the program going.  They 
were offered space in the old Brook Cabinets building in West End.  
A large new kitchen was built, including some of the Brook cabi-
nets. Although the location was a little farther away from their ser-
vice areas, volunteers continued to pick up meals and deliver them 
to their clients. 

Ida Baker Scott started the program in 1974 when she began cook-
ing for four friends who were in need of nutritional meals. From that 
simple act of kindness, an organization was born and approximate-
ly 24,000 meals are delivered each year. Meals on Wheels of the 
Sandhills is an independent organization, not part of the national 
Meals on Wheels.  Rebecca explained that having the national 
affiliation would have meant requirements that took away from the 
true community aspect which is an integral part of her organization. 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of Meals on Wheels of the Sandhills.  
They do the cooking, including the necessary prep work.  Drivers 
provide the ñWheelsò.  Originally four towns were served: Southern 
Pines, Aberdeen, Pinebluff and Pinehurst.  The recent decision to 
add Whispering Pines has meant some shuffling of drivers but 
putting all the moving parts together is something Rebecca not only 
enjoys but is very adept at.  The meals are planned a month in 
advance by the kitchen coordinator, Susan Trudell, with assistance 
from the chairwoman of the board of directors, Kathy Farren, who 
has been a driving force in getting the new location up and running. 

As a volunteer, driving for Meals is unique in that you choose 
which day or days you would want to deliver, and Rebecca adds 
you to a team.  Daily, one day a week, once every two weeks or 
once a month, and the day of your choice are possible choices.  
Two Rotary Clubs ï Southern Pines and Rotary Club of the 
Sandhills -- have committed to covering one team on Mondays 
and another on Wednesdays. She has also seen friends in social  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

groups sign up together and recommends that neighbors, friends 
in groups like bridge or tennis consider becoming part of the vol-
unteer crew.  The drivers are divided into teams, based on loca-
tions.  However, in true team style, the help each other out when 
needed. 

Volunteers will tell you they get as much satisfaction from their 
work as those to whom they are bringing a meal. Drivers who 
have been doing this for some time get to know those they deliver 
to and often help in other ways.  One volunteer walks a dog for 
one of his people. For some recipients, their Meals on Wheels 
delivery person is the only outside contact they have on any given 
day. 

The organization is a 501(c)3 nonprofit charitable entity. They rely 
on funds from the United Way and community donors. They have 
been the beneficiary of some estates.  

Rebeccaôs job includes making sure there is enough money to 
pay their bills and is an experienced fund-raiser.  There is a sug-
gested fee for the meals of $4 a day but no one is turned away for 
financial reasons. 

ñWe serve all ages,ò Rebecca emphasized. There is a misconcep-
tion that this service is only for the senior population.  Several 
people may have disabilities that prevent them from shopping and 
cooking. Meals are available short term if needed following a hos-
pitalization or other event. 

To learn more about the program, contact rklistrom@yahoo.com.   

Meals on Wheels Coming to 

Whispering Pines 

mailto:rklistrom@yahoo.com
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I usually do not report on hikes that are thousands of miles away.  
However, this month did not include time for a new regional hike.  
Since we were in Bellingham (WA) for a family gathering, I took the 
opportunity to walk to the end of the road and hike this popular trail. 
 
A little bit about Pacific Northwest hiking for those who may not be 
familiar with the geographyðelevation gain, a bit of scrambling 
across rocky outcrops and navigating narrow paths are the norm in 
this part of the country.  The Hertz Trail along the shore of the east 
side of Lake Whatcom was once a railroad line, so itôs a broad dirt 
and gravel path, completely flatðan unusual situation for Washing-
ton State. 
 
The timber industry once reigned here.  Most of the virgin forest in 
the area was clearcut starting in the 1850s, following the same 
timeline for clearcutting virgin longleaf pine stands in the Southeast.  
A railroad was built to transport all that wood to other places.  Less 
than smart logging practices and poorly maintained logging roadsð
in concert with record rainfall in 1983ðcaused a huge landslide 
which destroyed numerous homes when a debris field washed 
down the side of Stewart Mountain into the lake, taking with it eve-
rything in its path.  The insanity of the disaster energized residents 
and local conservation organizations to demand the creation of 
what is now this 8,400-acre county park. 
 

From the small parking lot at the 
trailhead, I meandered along look-
ing up the slope of Stewart Moun-
tain covered again in younger but 
still large Douglas fir, mid-story 
maples and invasive blackberry 
working overtime to crowd out 
native shrubs and vegetation at 
the base of the incline.  A warmer 
climate across the United States 
is allowing all kinds of fungus/

mildews to bloom.  In the Pacific Northwest, maple trees are show-
ing the effects.  They are covered in a powdery mildew which is 
more conspicuous than what we see in Moore County on dog-
woods. 
 
This trail dead ends after 3 miles and is dotted with enticing shallow 
coves along the way.  Even on a Monday, a few folks were swim-
ming out to rocks offshore or just dunking into the cold water to 

escape a hotter than usual August day.  At its deepest point, Lake 
Whatcom drops to over 300 feet.  When I hit the halfway mark, 
there was a sign reminding people not to cross a small creek to 
help protect native kokanee salmon spawning grounds ï there is a 
wooden bridge for people and their animal companions.  There 
was hardly any water in that creek, and the waterfall present in 
other rainier seasons was completely dry. 
 
I heard more birdsong than I expected.  This area hosts many mi-
gratory species and a year round population, but there are fewer 
birds overall here.  Why? Far fewer insects.  I did see some small 
butterflies; yellow or brown/white splotches of wings land for a mo-
ment on the scarce flowering plants spotting the path. 
 

 
The Hertz Trail is the most strollable hike Iôve ever walked in the 
Pacific Northwest.  In the midst of the cacophony of C.ôs family 
reunion, it was rejuvenating to take some time to peer across the 
lake at Lookout Mountain from various viewpoints along the trail, to 
listen to kids splashing around with their parents in the lake, and to 
reorient before heading back to the boisterous gathering awaiting 
me. 

Lake Whatcom County Park - 

Hertz Train on the lakefront 
3220 Northshore Road 
Bellingham, WA 98226  


