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Results of the Village Customer Satisfaction 
Survey  are in, and the overwhelming majori-
ty of respondents (85%) find that the ñQuality 
of Life in Generalò in the village is their favor-
ite aspect about living here.  

Every residential household was mailed a 
survey on April 20, 2022, meaning 1,856 
surveys sent. A total of 325 completed sur-
veys were received, which is a response 
rate of 17.5%. To ensure only one (1) survey 
was completed per household, each survey 
was assigned a unique survey number.  

The 12 questions on the survey endeavored 
to obtain resident opinion regarding quality 
of life, community amenities, local govern-
ment performance, service quality, and com-
munity priorities.  

VILLAGE SERVICES 
Respondents rated the overall quality of 
Village services as ñexcellentò or ñgood.ò  
Residents felt they were treated with re-
spect when needing to request services, 
and found it easy to get in touch with 
someone with knowledge and willingness 
to help/understand. 

SAFETY FIRST 
Fire, rescue and medical responder ser-
vices were positively rated as ñexcellentò or 
ñgoodò by approximately 99% of respond-
ents.  About 90% of respondents rated 
crime prevention, enforcement of traffic 
laws and speed limits as ñexcellentò or 
ñgood.ò  

Survey Says: 

Quality of Life in WP is Tops 

(Continued on page 12) 

 Halloween Trail  
The popular event returns to the 

Village on October 29.  See page 2. 

 
 

Saturday, October 22     6pm to 9pm  

Village Activity Field, 10 Hardee Lane, Whispering Pines  

 
Come out for the concert performed by The Sand Band  

and stay for the fireworks. 
Bring your blankets and chairs and enjoy an evening with your family, 

friends, and neighbors.   
Pick your seat any time after 5:00pm.   

 
Food Trucks: Meat and Greek, The House of Odell and Luellaôs, Whisper-

ing Q and Cookies-N-Moore. 
 

Absolutely no pets allowed; leave them at home where they will not  be 
scared by the fireworks noise.  
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BOAT STORAGE REMINDER:  If you are storing your boat in any of 

the Village Park boat slots, you must remove them by October 31. 

VETERANôS DAYðFriday, November 11:  Village Hall will be closed. 

https://www.vwpnc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/186701705267809
https://www.facebook.com/groups/186701705267809
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Planning & Zoning  

September 21, 2022 

The meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attended by 
Chairman Chris Bishop (ETJ), Mike Boyle, Bruno Decaudin 
(alternate), Dean Kalles, Greta Nintzel (alternate), Ken Riggsbee 
(ETJ), Ann Robson, and Shane Stauffer. Deborah Castle was ab-
sent. Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator was also present.  
There were 8 in the gallery. 
 

Update from the Zoning Administrator: 

Ms. Christopher said that as a result of the three public hearings at 
the September 14th Council meeting, there would be discussions at 
the upcoming work session on the 28th.  The subjects were:  Drive-
way culverts, carport definition, and the rezoning of property on the 
corner of Vass-Carthage and Niagara-Carthage. 

 

Quasi-Judicial variance: 

This is regarding a rear setback on Thagard Lane to accommodate 
a new two-story home.  Meeting the óvariance standardsô, the 
Board accepted the variances as written, 7-0. 

Proposed amendment to Chapter 8 of the LDO/Landscaping Re-

quirements: 

For new construction only, foundation landscaping must remain in 
place forever.  (The previous wording gave permission to remove 
after 5 years--Section 8.2.3 Landscaping Maintenance.)  This 
amendment was approved 6-1, Mr. Kalles dissenting.  It will go to 
Village Council for further discussion. 

 

Conditional Rezoning of Propertyð145 Four Seasons Drive: 

The property is in the ETJ.  The Sandhills Classical Christian 
School (SCCS) leases the building on this road and the road is also 
used by the Dollar Tree.  (Department of Transportation owns the 
road.) 

The SCCS is looking for access for cars onto Route 22 as well as 
Rayôs Bridge road.  The discussion centered around traffic safety, 
parking, neighborhood impact.  The rezoning would be from NS to 
NS/CD-neighborhood shopping/conditional. This was passed unani-
mously 7-0 and will go to the Village Council for further discussion. 
 
A second measure on the modification of the SCCS was tabled until 
the next meeting. 
 

Next Meeting:  October 19, 4:30 at Village Hall. 

  
RVs, trailers, 
boats visible/ 

no permit 

RVs, trailers, 
boats visible/ 

exceeds permit 

Nuisance 
Property 

Trash, Yard 
Debris and 
Recycling 

Pool 
Construction 
permits or site 

trash, etc 

Non-payment of 
civil penalties 

Other 
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Zoning/Code Enforcement Monthly Report 

September Observations: 16;   Notice of Violation: 3;   Notice of Civil Penalty: 2;   Stop Work Order: 0 
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In attendance:  Rich Crotty, Chair, Ron Boudreau, Roy Cochrun, 
Eileen Giglio. Hunter Miller.  Village staff: Linda Christopher, Bob 
Kissinger.  One person in the gallery. 

 

Old Business: 

§ The committee has narrowed down the designs for a Veter-
anôs Memorial to two: a monument stone for each branch of 
the service and a single monument with plaques for each 
service.  This memorial will be one of the first in the state and 
perhaps, nation, to include the newest service, the Space 
Force. 

§ Bob Kissinger visited the Custom Monument Co. in Rocking-
ham to get a feel for costs for the different types of monu-
ments.  A totally black one would be 4 times the cost of a 
gray or two-tone one. 

§ A more specific design will be needed before a good cost 
estimate can be determined. 

New Business: 

§ Criteria for the wording will be: brevity, plain language, con-
ciseness, and possibly a personal quote from someone.  A 
discussion of the wording for the memorial ensued.   Each 
member of the committee made suggestions and they were 

narrowed down to eight. 

§ The public will be invited to make comments/suggestions, as 
well as a reveal of the final design in the upcoming weeks. 

§ The final recommendation by the committee will be presented 
to Council at their work session on Nov. 30th and then to 
Council at their meeting on December 14th. 

 

Next Meeting - October 25 at 1:30pm.  Open to the publicΦ 

Memorial Committee 

September 27, 2022 

Members present--John Bowman, Chair, and Tim Venjohn, Vice-
Chair (ETJ member).  Caroline Krom and Amanda Senff were ab-
sent.  Linda Christopher, Village Administrator and Bob Kissinger, 
Public Works Director, were also in attendance.  
 
New Board member Bob Zschoche was sworn in; new alternate 
Board member Joan Bruno was sworn in.  John Bowman was 
elected as Chairman, Bob Zschoche was elected as Vice-chair, 
and Joan Bruno was elected as Secretary. 
 
New Business 

§ Webinars were discussed regarding Arbor Day, the replacing 
and planting of trees for a continuum of healthy trees, how to 
reach out to volunteers in the community, and other topics. 

 
§ Mr. Bowman reminded the Board that the annual Tree City 

USA application is due December 1 and that information is 
being gathered currently.   

 

§ An annual schedule of meeting dates for the Boardðand fu-
ture Boards was discussed.  Meetings will be the third Tues-
day at 10am of January, February, April and October.  Other 
meetings might be scheduled, but they will be considered 
ówork sessionsô (or similar) for conducting tree inventories, etc.  
The motion passed 4-0. The information will be posted on the 
Village website and given to the Village Council. 

 
§ Both Ms. Bruno and Mr. Zschoche requested background 

information on the tree inventoriesðdetailing the areas that 
have been completed, what information was gathered, the 
overall goal of the inventory, etc. 
  

Next meeting:  January 17, 2023 at 10am, Village Hall.   

Meeting HighlightsñOctober 14, 2022 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

 

Council members present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor Pro Tem 
Pam Harris, Alexa Roberts, and Linda Vandercook. Mr. Conway 
was absent.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Linda Christopher, Vil-
lage Clerk/Zoning Administrator, Jason Graham, Police Chief, and 
Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.  There were 3 people in the 
gallery. 
 

Village Staff agenda items: (Rich Lambdin, Village Manager) 

Hardee Lane Park bid update:  

§ There were two bidders (contractors) for Phase I-A (walking 
trail).   

§ Two kinds of surfaces were part of the bidding:  crushed stone
-including curbing (Mr. Kissinger brought stone samples) and 
asphalt.  The crushed stone was discussed in terms of resili-
ency, aesthetics, compacting, etc.  Asphalt was deemed to 
have more heat, water runoff, and less forgiving for runners/
walkers.     

§ The stone was accepted as the preferred surface; bidder # 2 
received the consensus to move forward 4-0.  Bidder # 2ôs bid 
was $224,585 vs. Bidder #1 at $360,830.   

§ If this is approved by Council at the October meeting, the pro-
ject might start in late October, taking approximately two 
months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conditional rezone request on Vass-Carthage Road (formerly the 
Blue Horse Market) 

§ Applicant will have indoor recreational activities such as video 
golf-baseball-archery; pool table and other family friendly activ-
itiesðno gambling.  Outdoor activities would include yard 
games such as corn-hole.  There will be no óover-18ô require-
ments.  Food trucks are planned for and possible occasional 
events for retirement parties, film festivals, and other activities. 

§ Ms. Roberts asked about lighting; was concerned about keep-
ing to the Villageôs óDark Skiesô requirements.  Applicant is look-
ing to have minimal light pollution.  Store would be open 7 
days. 

§ Mayor Bernhard identified the conditions:  Safe but minimal 
lighting, DOT driveway permit, hours of operation, ABC permit, 
environmental safety documentation from the County. 

§ This will be considered at the October 12 Village Council meet-
ing. 

Discussion of the operation of motor vehicles (ATV, dirt bikes, etc) 
which leave tracks/ruts on Village-owned property.   

§ The council by 4-0 consensus would like to prohibit described 
use.   

§ This will go to their Council meeting on the 12th for further dis-
cussion and hear any comments from the gallery. 

Code of Ordinances, Chapter I section 3-Recreational use of Lakes 
and Parks.   

§ Amendment suggested:  The lakes and parks are all available 
for non-profit recreational uses by Village residents, Village 
property owners and Village employees.  The new verbiage will 
be discussed will possible approval at the next Council meet-
ing.   

§ The change came about because a resident, who earlier in the 
summer, was looking to rent her boat for use on Thagard Lake. 

The Customer Satisfaction Survey was reviewed with several find-

ings pointed out.  (See Page 1) 

 

Council Items 

§ Council began discussion on the Land Use Plan and will contin-
ue to do so during several work sessions 

§ The maintenance of driveway culverts by the property owner 
was approved by consensus 4-0; will go to October 12 meeting 
for final disposition. 

§ There was a revision to the carport definitionðña structure cov-
ered by a roof and supported by pillars, posts or cantilevered 
which is primarily designed to shelter one or more vehicles.ò  
This was agreed to by consensus 4-0, and will go to the Village 
Council October 12. 

 
Next Work Session:  October 26, 2pm. 

September 28, 2022 

Example of crushed stone 

pathway. 
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Village Council Highlights 

October 12, 2022 

All council members present:  Glenn Bernhard, Mayor, Pam Harris, 
Mayor Pro Tem, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, Linda Vandercook.  
Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Administrator, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, 
Jason Graham, Police Chief, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director. 
There were 12 people in the gallery. 
 
General Public Comments: 
Deb Castle, president of the Garden Club, provided an update on 
the clubôs activities for the month of October, including a fundraiser 
spaghetti dinner-to-go on October 27.  See the WP Garden Club 
Facebook page for details. 

 
Public Hearings: 
There were two public hearings scheduled regarding landscaping 
requirements and a request to rezone a parcel of land located at 
145 Four Seasons Drive off NC Hwy 22 within the Whispering 
Pines ETJ, from Neighborhood Shopping (NS) to Residential Agri-
cultural Conditional District (RA-CD).  Neither hearing had public 
comments. 

 

Report from Village Manager: (Rich Lambdin) 
§ Update on Pine Lake drawdown:  The lake is now down 5 ½ 

feet, reaching final stage in mid-November. 
§ There were several upcoming Village events mentioned includ-

ing the Fire Station open house, the Fall Concert, the Hallow-
een trail, and more. 

§ The auditor will make a presentation at the December 14 
Council meeting. 

§ The new police vehicle is ready for pick-up and will be in ser-
vice in November. 

 
Unfinished Business: 
Language and definitions in the Code of Ordinances will be 
changed regarding the use of the lakes in the village, essentially 
stating that for-profit activities in the parks and lakes is prohibited.  
This was approved unanimously (5-0). 
 
New Business: 
§ Amendment for Chapter D of the Code of Ordinances regard-

ing the operation of motor vehicles on village-owned properties 
would be prohibited.  A motor vehicle was defined as not self-
propelled, therefore dirt bikes, hover boards, electric bikes, 
ATVs, etc., would now be affected.  The exception was for 
authorized emergency vehicles, village vehicles (for village 
business) and ADA accessibility.  The amendment passed 5-0 
with the aforementioned inclusions. 

§ Chapter 9 of the LDO amendment: 1. Driveways and culverts 
must be maintained by the property owner 2. Where the road-
side ditch allows it, a culvert must be installed at the end of the 
driveway.  (EDIT note:  be sure to check with Linda Christo-
pher for exact specifications before you begin this project.  The 
culvert alignment must be approved by the Public Works Direc-
tor.)  Amendment passed 5-0. 

§ LDO Ch. 16 ódefinition of a carportô has been amended.  It will 
read:  ñA structure covered by a roof and supported by pillars, 
posts or cantilevered which is primarily designed to shelter one 
or more motor vehicles.ò  Approved 5-0.   

§ Consider resolution for conditional rezoning of property on 
Vass-Carthage Road (1.9 acres) regarding exceeding the re-

(Continued next page) 

Dirt bikes, hover boards, 

electric bikes are no 

longer allowed to be 

driven on village property 

(such as dam walkways). 
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quirements of impervious coverage 5/70 (5% of the total acre-
age could be 70% impervious) for this business to meet the 
requirements of parking.  Approved 5-0. 

§ Rezoning of above property from N/S (neighborhood shopping) 
to N/S-CD (conditional district).  There was discussion regard-
ing the listing of the uses, what makes the plan good ï from the 
perspective of the council so the applicant can refer to it in the 
future, food truck parking and potential customer car lines too 
close to the roads.  Ms. Roberts offered Council was approving 
the land use, not a business plan, with Ms. Christopher agree-
ing.  DOT is involved in the traffic flow.   

ß Audience member Sam Hudson said that the owner 
of Redôs Corner (Southern Pines) was ñéminutes 
away from walking away (from the plan)éthat it was 
ñvery difficult to get the approval.ò  

ß The rezone was approved 5-0. 

§ Approval of contract with Southern Quality Farms (Raeford) to 
produce Phase IA of the Hardee Park plan:  driveway on Hard-
ee Lane, walking trail and grading of this area.  The original 

quote of $224,585 was for an 8-ft walkway, not 10 feet (due to 
an oversight), the project was re-quoted at $266,843 which 
included a 10% contingency which is standard for the village.   

ß This quote was still lower than the other contractor, 
and therefore accepted by Council 5-0.  The amount 
will be transferred from the General Fund-special 
projects and will go to the Hardee Lane Park Capital 
Project. 

ß The walking trail will use a screening type of crushed 
stone 

 
Joan Bruno of Pine Crescent Drive asked whether snow removal 
would be possible on the new trailôs surface.  Mr. Kissinger said no, 
nor would they use salt if ice were to occur.   
 
Next Meeting:  November 9, 6pm. 

Village Council Highlights 

(continued from previous page) 
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Accomplishments/Miscellaneous: 

§ Glenn Boles began full-time employment as a Firefight-
er/EMT on September 12th. 

§ Matt Godley began part-time employment as a Firefight-
er/EMT on September 17th. 

§ One (1) employee (part-time & volunteer) resigned due 
to moving out of area. 

§ The cascade breathing air system that was approved as 
part of the FY2022-23 budget was installed. 

§ Manufacturer recall work was completed on Engine 512. 

§ New tires were installed on Engines 511 & 512. 

§ The automatic transfer switch on the generator was 
replaced.  The generator performed well during the pow-
er outage on September 30th. 

Significant Incidents:    

§ 9/30/22 (noon to 10pm), Hurricane Ian Weather Event 

ß Six (6) FT or PT on-duty and seven (7) pay-per
-call (volunteer) personnel 

ß Responded to 13 calls, including 10 storm 
damage, 2 service, and 1 call for smoke in the 
building at the CCWP (electrical fire) 

Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Type of Call 
2021 Sep-22 2022YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 32 50 420 59 

Building Fire 109 12 9 14 110 15 

Fire Alarm 42 5 2 3 39 5 

Storm Damage 12 1 9 14 36 5 

Service Call 37 4 6 9 33 5 

Outside Fire 65 7 3 5 29 4 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 2 3 24 3 

Hazardous Condi- 6 1 1 2 13 2 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 7 1 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 0 0 3 >1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 1 >1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   56   651   

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS November 5 

Chief Lambdin encourages all residents to change/check their 

smoke alarm batteries when itôs time to ñfall backò on our clocks. 
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Incident Type YTD  SEP  

  Burglary 3   0  

  Larceny 9   1  

  Vandalism 4   0  

  Assault 3   1  

  Fraud 41   1  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  41 14  2 0 

  Barking dog  3 6  1 0 

  Park violations  296 4  12 1 

  Right-of-way  95 17  10 0 

 Golf cart violations  2 ð  0 ð 

  Skate park violations  25 ð  1 ð 

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

February 24 5 8 3 97 105 97 13 214 954 

March 32 6 12 2 93 103 83 116 183 1,080 

April 23 8 12 5 93 103 98 126 297 1,044 

May 34 9 16 6 115 128 55 69 261 1,115 

Jun 30 5 10 1 153 165 81 165 502 1,009 

Jul 13 5 10 2 103 118 74 100 472 1,012 

Aug 25 10 21 2 105 120 78 109 379 1,075 

Sep 15 4 5 1 72 81 63 88 274 1,026 

TOTAL 223 61 107 23 910 1,010 674 911 2,824 9,323 

SURVEY RESULTS 

In a recent interview, Chief Jason Graham stated that he is ñvery 
happyò with the survey results.  ñPeople in the village feel safe, and 
that makes those of us in the Police Department feel appreciated 
for our efforts,ò he said. 

Two issues that were highlighted in the survey were speeding and 
people taking up too much space on the streets when walking/
jogging, etc.  See additional comments, page 12. 

 

POLICE STAFFING 

After a series of interviews, Officer Daniel Ritter has been promot-
ed to Detective.  Officer Ritter has been in law enforcement for ten 
years and with the WP Police Department for two years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A replacement for Lt. Rodney Dozier has been hired effective Oc-
tober 24.  Lt. Dozier will be retiring effective December 31. 

Detective Daniel Ritter 

VILLAGE HALLOWEEN IS OCTOBER 31 

Whispering Pines will celebrate Halloween for Trick or Treating on 
its scheduled date of Monday, October 31.  Although there is no set 
time schedule, it is recommended that trick-or-treating end by  9 pm 
to allow for school attendance the next day. 
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The Moore County Tax Department revaluates all real property* in 
the county every four years. The next revaluation is in progress and 
will be ready for Jan 1, 2023. The revaluation process sets the as-
sessed value of each property in the county; this in turn is used to 
determine the taxable value of your home. The taxable value, to-
gether with the tax rate, is used to calculate your property taxes for 
the year.  
 
The current county general real property tax rate is 0.485, and the 
ALS (Advanced Life Support) rate is 0.04. This means that the 
county will levy a total rate of 0.525, which equals 52.5 cents per 
100 dollars in taxable value. 
 
The current Whispering Pines tax rate is 0.47 (where 0.15 goes to 
the Capital Reserve Major Repair Fundïused for our lakes and 
damsðand 0.32 goes toward operating costs). This equals 47 
cents per 100 dollars in taxable value.   
 
For example, a $400,000 home in Whispering Pines: 
    Current county property tax  $2,100    (approx) 
         (400,000 /100 x 0.525)  
    Village property tax   $1,880    (approx) 
         (400,000 / 100 x 0.47)  
    Total property tax amount =  $3,980 
 
Gary Briggs, Moore County Tax Administrator, spoke during a 
County Commissionersô Special Meeting in August regarding the 
increase in home values in Moore County since the last revaluation 
in 2019. "On average, Moore County real estate is currently as-
sessed at 40% below todayôs [market] value.ò  He went on to say 
that ñémost Moore County residents can expect their assessed 
value to go up as part of the revaluation process. The increase in 
assessed value will vary depending on surrounding, comparable 
homesô recent sales.ò  It should be noted that these are averages, 
and changes in value will vary by town and neighborhood. Briggs 
concluded that on the whole, Moore County property values have 
risen substantially since the 2019 revaluation, which will result in 
increased assessed values coming out of the 2023 revaluation. 

What you can do today to get a head start: 
Review your property data online and verify that the information for 
your home is correct, such as square footage and key materials.  
These factors affect your home value, as well as if youôve made 
significant changes to your home. For example, if you removed a 
deck, your home value could now be lower, but if you added a Car-
olina room, your home value would have increased.   
 

You can look up your property using this link: https://
icare.moorecountync.gov/careprd/forms/  
Look up your tax bill here: selfservice.moorecountync.gov/css/
citizens/realestate/  
 
Revaluation Timeline: 

§ Jan 1, 2023: Revaluation is complete and assessed values are 
set 

§ March, 2023: Homeowners are notified by the county of the 
updated assessed value via mail. The county will also host 
workshops in March and April to field questions and assist 
taxpayers. 

§ April, 2023: Deadline to appeal your homeôs assessed value 
§ June, 2023: Real property tax rates are set by county and mu-

nicipality 
§ July, 2023: Real property tax bills are mailed out 

 
Who to contact and how to learn more: 
Amy Plevik is available to answer your Moore County property tax 
questions, help you make corrections and updates to your home 
data, and fill out relevant forms. Phone:  910.947.4129  Email: 
aplevik@moorecountync.gov 
 
Moore County Tax Department Information 

Hours: Mon ï Fri, 8 am - 5 pm 
Location: the Old Courthouse in Carthage 

Also, check out the 2019 Revaluation information brochure. A new 
one will be created and updated for 2023, but the overall process, 
timeline, and FAQs will remain similar: https://
www.moorecountync.gov/images/departments/tax/
MooreCtyReval2019.pdf 
 
Note: The revaluation does not impact existing tax breaks such as 
the Homestead Exclusion Property Tax Break that is available to 
elderly and disabled North Carolinians nor the home value exclu-
sion for veterans with a 100% disability rating through the VA.  
 
To learn more or see if you qualify, contact Lora Denny at 910-947-
4121 or Ldenny@moorecounty nc.gov. 
 
 
 

ðContributed by Linda Vandercook 

Get a Head Start on the 2023 Moore 

County Property Revaluation 

..... 

*Real property is a parcel of land and everything that is perma-

nently attached to the land. 

https://icare.moorecountync.gov/careprd/forms/htmlframe.aspx?mode=content/home.htm
https://icare.moorecountync.gov/careprd/forms/htmlframe.aspx?mode=content/home.htm
https://selfservice.moorecountync.gov/css/citizens/RealEstate/Default.aspx?mode=new
https://selfservice.moorecountync.gov/css/citizens/RealEstate/Default.aspx?mode=new
mailto:aplevik@moorecountync.gov
https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/departments/tax/MooreCtyReval2019.pdf
https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/departments/tax/MooreCtyReval2019.pdf
https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/departments/tax/MooreCtyReval2019.pdf
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ADVERTISEMENT 

2022 ELECTIONS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8 

6:30 AMñ7:30 PM 

FIRE STATION, WHISPERING PINES 

 

The Mid-term General Election is November 8, 2022 

One-stop Absentee Voting (with same-day registration): 

  Thursday, October 20 - Friday, October 21  8 amð7:30 pm 
  Sunday, October 23   1 pmð4 pm 
  Monday, October 24ðFriday, October 28 8 amð7:30 pm 
  Saturday, October 29   8 amð3 pm 
  Monday, October 31ðFriday, November 4 8 amð7:30 pm 
  Saturday, November 5   1 pmð4 pm 
 
Vote absentee at either: 
 Moore County Ag Center 
 707 Pinehurst Ave, Carthage  OR 
 
 Pinehurst Community Center 
 210 Rattlesnake Trail, Pinehurst 
 
On Election Day, you must go to your assigned polling place.  In 
Whispering Pines, this is the Fire Station on Hardee Lane.  Polls 
are open between 6:30 am and 7:30 pm. 
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FAVORITE ASPECTS OF LIVING IN THE VILLAGE 
 
After the Quality of Life in General, the other top vote getters were: 

  Natural environment   72% 
  Neighbors/neighborhood   54% 
  Proximity to surrounding amenities  48% 
  Sense of community   46% 
 
RESPONDENT DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
Years living in the village.  About 47% had lived here ten or fewer 
years and 48% over ten years (not everyone responded).  About 
28% of the respondents have lived in the village 5 years or less. 
 
Age of respondents.   
  Under 35 years     5% 
  35-44 years    11% 
  45-54 years    18% 
  55-64 years    12% 
  65 years+    63% 
 
Neighborhoods.  As might be expected based on the age of re-
spondents and time lived in the village, the newer neighborhoods 
had the fewest number of respondents.  For example, the areas 
including Arrowstone, Spearhead, Hammerstone, Hardaway and 
Tomahawk only garnered 15 responses from a possible of 91 or so 
homes.  Similarly, Herons Brook had 3 from around 60, Newbury 
Ridge had 8 from around 56 and Summerfield had 7 from about 
115. 
 
Conversely, the ñolderò neighborhoods were much more highly 
represented eliciting approximately 90% of the total responses. 
 
POTENTIAL CHALLENGES 
 
Areas of concern cited by the respondents indicated four general 
categories that were at least a minor problem: 
 
  Pedestrian traffic in roadway  57% 
  Litter     49% 
  Unsupervised youth (under age 12)  41% 
  Noise     38% 
 
REACTION FROM VILLAGE OFFICIALS 
 
At a recent meeting of village department heads, the survey results 
were reviewed carefully.  According to Village Manager, Rich 
Lambdin, ñplans to improve or correct cited deficiencies will be 
enacted in the coming months.ò 

Since the top concern of villagers involves pedestrians in the road-
way, The New Pitch met with Chief of Police Jason Graham recent-
ly to ask how his department plans to address the issue. 
 
Chief Graham recognizes the issues, especially on the cut-through 
streets such as Hardee Lane, and the narrow streets such as Pine 
Ridge, Lakeview and South Lakeshore.  ñWe continue to be active 
in speed enforcement.  Since many of the speeders we stop are 
villagers, we need the assistance of residents to monitor their own 
speeds and take ownership of the issue as well,ò the Chief com-
mented.   

ñWe want walkers, those with baby strollers, as well as joggers, 
bikers, and dog walkers, to be safe on our streets.  We recognize 
that there are several streets that have no shoulders to speak of, 
such as South Lakeshore, Lakeview and Pine Ridge.  People have 
no where to go to avoid drivers.  We must all learn to ñShare the 
Roadò with our fellow residents,ò he explained. 

Itôs also essential that those in the streets observe proper rules.   

WALKERS: Keep LEFT.  Walk FACING traffic. 

CYCLISTS: Keep RIGHT.  Bike WITH traffic. 

 

SAFE ATTIRE 
Many wear black or camouflage shirts and pants, making it even 
more difficult for drivers to see people in the roadway.  Roads twist 
and turn and have shady areas.  The Chief encourages us: ñPlease 
be safe and wear appropriate light-colored or reflective clothing!ò  

Over the past several months, officers have distributed 59 reflective 
armbands to date.  Residents can pick up theirs at the police sta-
tion. 

 

ñItôs hoped that the trails soon to be installed at the Hardee Lane 
park will help to address this issue and offer residents a safe and 
easily accessed place for walking and bicycling,ò the Chief contin-
ued.  In the meantime, see the diagram on the next page to ensure 
you are walking/cycling on the safe side of our narrow streets. 

Survey Results 
(Continued from front page) 

Reflective leashes  
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Do You Walk/Run Safely? 

A New, Safe Path To Walk in the Village 

BLUE LAKE TRAIL 

 

Are you aware that there is a Public Works Department 
maintained trail from Hardee Lane all the way to Blue 
Lake? You might have seen the gravel path off to the side 
in front of the entrance to Summerfield. If you walk along 
this trail next to the airport, then continue along the 1.5 
mile path behind many houses which includes twist and 
turns through some wooded areas with a spot to sit near a 

pond, you will eventually end up at Blue Lake.  

 

Blue Lake is the small body of water that abuts Blue Lake 
Park - otherwise known as Pirate Playground - at the in-

tersection of Banning and Pine Ridge Drive.  

 

Need a little contemplative time? Try this trail. 

STREETS CAN BE DARK AND 

SHADY EVEN DURING DAY-

TIME HOURS 
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C. and I have grown very confident over the past few years about 
our abilities while hiking and biking. And when your ego gets a bit 
bloated, itôs always good to be reminded of your limits. The trails in 
Brumley Forest, a Triangle Land Conservancy property near Chap-
el Hill, definitely brought us back to reality. 

 

This preserve has a set of short hike-
only trails to the north side as well as a 
set of interconnected multi-use paths 
to the south. Iôve wanted to visit Brum-
ley Forest again ever since I volun-
teered on a plant ID database project 
back in 2018. A glorious low humidity 
day made its way into our schedule 
and we headed up to Orange County 
to check it out. 

 

ñThe Brumley Nature Preserve is a 
model for sustainable land management practices. It also benefits 
the region by connecting people with the land through a variety of 
recreational and educational opportunities, protecting ecological 
communities, and safeguarding Raleighôs water supply as part of 
the Neuse River Basin.ò  More history here: https://
www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/brumley-forest-
nature-preserve 

 

We started from the parking lot along Wood Duck Way towards the 
main trail called Springhouse Loop. The bikeways out here are con-
sidered ómoderateô on the challenge scale. This means many nar-
row dips then climbing immediately afterwards, plus lots of travers-
ing rock outcrops and other natural obstacles. There are 8 miles of 
loops here. A fair number of riders with mountain bikes decked out 
for the technical needs of these trails whizzed past us. We complet-
ed only about 2/3 of the entire distance.  

 

To give you a better idea of the kind of challenge Iôm talking about, 
when we rode the Capitol Greenway - Neuse Trail, we were able to 
maintain a pace of 12 ï 14 miles an hour. In Brumley Forest, after 
an hour and 20 minutes, weôd only made a little over 5 miles. And 
we got lost a few times and were thankful we brought a printed 
copy of the PDF map. 

 

Wow, did we have fun though! It was such a gorgeous late summer 
day, the kind of day that reminds me of how essential it is to spend 
time in spaces that arenôt residential or commercial. I focused most 
of my concentration on making sure I didnôt fly off the path into a 
gulley or headbutt one of the trees edging the route. Every now 
and then, when I could take a breath and relax, there was much to 
see: dense forested areas, meadows, waterways and even an 
abandoned car. 

. 

Since we struggled a bit with the limited range of gears 
on our hybrid bikes, I recommend Brumley Forest to folks 
who own mountain bikes or gravel bikes loaded with low 
gears to help navigate these trails. If you are hiking, itôs a 
fairly easy walk as long as you keep your eyes open for 
those fast moving two wheelersðor just stick to the hike-
only trails on the north side which are not very long and 
still offer beautiful sights. 

 

After all that energy out, we stopped at New Hope Market on NC- 
86 a couple of miles down the road for lunch. A gem of a spot 
housed in an old country store that offers breakfast/lunch and basic 
groceries as well as locally made wares of all sorts. C. decided on 
the pork belly noodle bowl awash in a rich miso broth. I ordered the 
grain bowl with vegetables and tofu. We needed that hearty lunch 
to refuel our tired, joyous dust-covered selves. 

 

TLCõs Brumley Forest Preserve 
Brumley South New Hope Church entrance:  

3055 New Hope Church Rd. 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/brumley-forest-nature-preserve
https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/brumley-forest-nature-preserve
https://www.triangleland.org/explore/nature-preserves/brumley-forest-nature-preserve
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by Dolores Muller 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

The Ginkgo tree, Ginkgo biloba, is one of the oldest living tree 
species in the world and considered a living fossil. It has been 
unchanged for more than 200 million years, before the dinosaurs 
roamed the earth.  No wonder it is considered a symbol of longevi-
ty.  Amazingly, four have survived the Hiroshima blast and are still 
growing today.  Additionally, fossil ginkgo leaves are found on 
every continent.  
 

What makes this tree special? It has unusual fan-shaped leaves 
and the fall color is spectacular, a shimmering golden yellow. It 
has a pyramid shape and grows up to 80 feet tall and 8 feet wide. 
Way too large for most home landscapes but it is very well suited 
for public places such as parks and street trees because it toler-
ates city pollution very well.  However, it takes up to 20 years for 
ginkgo trees to reach maturity. The good news is there are smaller 
varieties such as óGoldspireô which grows only 16 feet tall with a 5-
6 foot spread and others which I list below. 
 
Ginkgos are dioecious, which means male and female flowers are 
on separate trees. The seeds are on the female and the pollen on 
the male. Should you decide to plant a ginkgo, be sure to plant a 
male as the female seeds have a very unpleasant odor.  Also, 
males are considered non-toxic to pets, but the female treeôs 
seeds contain ginkgotoxin which is toxic to animals.  Despite the 
unpleasant odor of the fleshy covering of the seed, the inner nut is 
edible and considered a delicacy in some Asian cultures.  
 
While its leaves and seeds are often used in traditional Chinese 
medicine, modern research indicates ginkgo extract, which is 
made from the leaves, has several health benefits. Ginkgo supple-
ments are said to contain potent antioxidants which are supposed 
to reduce inflammation and improve brain function.  It claims to 
have many other health benefits but, as with any supplements, it is 
best to check with your doctor before taking them. 
 

The Ginkgo is deciduous and native to China. It is not readily 
available in nurseries but can be ordered if you are interested in 
this ancient tree species.  
 
Ginkgo trees provide excellent shade and also thrive growing in 
full sun.  

 
Before planting your ginkgo, place a small amount of fertilizer in 
the planting hole to encourage growth.  Ginkgo trees grow well in 
acidic, moist and sandy soil.  Give your ginkgo tree space to 
grow.  
 
Some other popular smaller male cultivars include óAutumn Goldô 
and óPrinceton Sentry.ô  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sandhills Horticultural Gardens have a beautiful specimen 
that is stunning in the autumn, displaying its yellow-gold fan-
shaped leaves.  Another in our area can be seen on Beulah Hill 
Road between Blue Road and 211. Check them out and see if it is 
a tree you want to add to your landscape. 

Ginkgo Tree showing off its brilliant fall foliage. 
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in 

your wildlife observations 

and photographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Fall Birds 

 

It really looks and sounds like fall around the Village now.  The cat-
like cries of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, the chips of Yellow-rumped 
Warblers and the scuffling of leaves by Dark-eyed Juncos and 
White-throated Sparrows can be heard all over the area.  Our win-
ter resident bird species will continue to arrive from the north for 
about another month. 

 

You might also notice that our year round feathered friends such as 
Eastern Bluebirds, Northern Cardinals and House Finches are now 
sporting new feathers. Late summer molt is complete.  Coloration of 
the males in particular is quite eye-catching.  But on the flip side, 
our American Goldfinches are in the process of losing their bright 
summer finery in order to blend in with the browns and grays of 
winter vegetation. 

 

Great Blue Herons can once again be seen along the shallow 
shores of our lakes. They will be with us all winter, feeding on small 
fishes and large invertebrates in the coves.  They are the largest 
wading waterbird in the US.  Their blue-gray backs, dagger-like 
yellow bills, deep croaking and huge wingspan make them unmis-
takable. 

 

The breeding duets of Great Horned Owls 
have begun in several locations.  Look and 
listen if you are in an area with mature 
pines or hardwoods.  Certainly you could 
find a pair along one of the dams or 
around the golf courses at dawn or dusk.  
These big raptors lay eggs in old hawk or 
squirrel nests by late November.  Despite 
the large size of these birds, their nests are very well hidden and 
hard to find even if you are looking for them.  But their loud 
nighttime duets will give them away if they are in the area.  The 
male and female can be heard calling from now through January as 
they raise their families on local mammal prey.   If you listen care-
fully you will hear the maleôs deep call of four or five hoots followed 
by a slightly higher pitched set of hoots from the female nearby. 

 

Now is the time to clean and re-hang your bird feeders.  As the 
temperatures cool, feeder activity will begin to pick up.  Black oil 
sunflower seeds and suet cakes seem to be the real favorites in our 
area.  I have a suet recipe that I make myself that the woodpeckers, 
nuthatches, bluebirds, etc. seem to really love.  I will re-run it in the 
next issue of Chirpings (or just email me and I will be happy to 
share it with you sooner).   

 

And last but not least, do not forget to keep a hummingbird feeder 
up through the cooler months.  Although Rufous Hummingbird is 

the most likely species in the Sandhills, you could attract 
some other hardy western species.  As usual, please let 
me know right away if you see a hummingbird any time 
from now through mid-March. 

Yellow-Rumped Warbler 

Great Horned Owls 

House Finch 

ð Dee Omer 

ð Photos courtesy Robert J Baron Nature Photography 
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Pulled Pork Nachos 

Mid-Pines Inn & Golf Club 
1010 Midland Road 

Southern Pines 

We were advised to move up our typical 
6:30 pm reservation to 6:15 to be ahead of 
a party of 17 on a recent Friday evening at 
the Mid-Pines Inn & Golf Club.  We discov-
ered we were essentially the only other 
table in use for most of the evening. 
 
The Mid-Pines Club has been around for 
100 years and is associated with the more 
upscale Pine Needles.  The atmosphere 
here is what you might call typical golf pub, 
although there are a couple of fireplaces 
that would make it cozy on a cool evening.  
The noise level was up, and several big-
screen tvôs were distracting because no one 
was watching them.  We asked they be 
turned off, which was accommodated. 
 
The waitress seemed a bit stressed to get 
our orders in quickly due to the big party 
soon to descend on her, but the overall 
service for the evening was fine.   
 
For cocktails, Gigi ordered a bourbon sour 
($10.75) that she liked very much.  Three 
others ordered the house chardonnay ($9), 
which came out ñnot as cold as I would 
have liked,ò according to Brianna, and just 
ñpassableò to Caitlinôs taste.  Benjamin and 
Chuck both were fine with their Red Oak 
drafts ($5). 
 
Four of us selected the Caesar salad.  Ex-
pert Benjamin was happy with it, noting ñthe 
dressing wasnôt creamy, rather lighter and 
more lemony than expected.ò  We were 
happy to be able to add anchovies at no 

charge.  The salad was listed as $12 on 
the menu, but when we got the bill in the 
end, weôd only been charged $7 for a 
óside salad.ô 
 
The menu was nothing like what weôd 
been able to find on line, but it did intrigue 
us, offering burgers, sandwiches, and 
pizza as well as several fine and unex-
pected dinner options.   
 
The shrimp jambalaya pasta immediately 
caught Caitlinôs eye ($30).  A mix of pen-
ne, sausage and shrimp, it was ñreally 
good and just what she was in the mood 
for.ò  She will look forward to finishing the 
large portion tomorrow. 
 
Gigi hadnôt had duck breast ($31) recent-
ly, and this rotisserie half-breast had a 
ñvery nice sauce.ò  The duck itself was 
ñcooked OK but was full of gristle and 
hard to eat.ò  She didnôt like the diced 
sweet potatoes at all because they were 
ñhard.ò  
 
Benjamin ordered an óindividualô vegetari-
an pizza ($15), which easily could have 
fed 3 people.  ñIt was very good except 
that it could have been hotter; the cheese 
wasnôt melty,ò he said. 
 
Isabella described the salmon with a 
sweet glaze ($34) as ñperfect.ò  However, 
she had major disappointment with the 
sides.  The collards were ñpractically raw 
and cooked in hot pepper sauce,ò she 

complained, scrunching up her nose.  She 
did think the portion was a good size. 
 
Chuck wasnôt super hungry so he ordered 
the pulled pork nachos ($13) from the ap-
petizer menu.  It was a ñgenerous portion  
prepared in a standard way,ò he said. 
 
When her entrée of pecan-encrusted trout  
($35) was served, Brianna was pleased 
with the look and preparation.  But it disap-
pointed completely, being ñbarely warm 
and not flavorful.ò  The fish needed ñsome 
sort of light sauce, and the asparagus had 
absolutely zero flavor.ò   
 
We ordered apple pie and chocolate cake 
for dessert.  They only had chocolate cake, 
and they brought two slices at no charge. 
Chuck pronounced it ñthe best in Moore 
Countyðvery rich.ò  Gigi thought the frost-
ing was rich and fudgy, better than the 
rather dense (and old?) cake. 
 
Overall, everything was OK except there 
was a wide disparity in the satisfaction with 
the main entrées among the group.  Com-
ments were: ñGood value,ò Not too happy-
not positive,ò ñPrice high for jambalaya,ò ñA 
little pricey,ò and ñHigh price for the quality 
of the foodðI wonôt be back.ò 
 
Due to this inconsistency, we thought Mid-
Pines might be better for a casual lunch, 
but not for dinner. 
 
 

Key to Ratings 

Glazed Salmon 
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17th Annual Spring Valley Lake  

Holiday Lights Boat Tours  

For more than 30 years the residents of Spring Valley Lake have deco-

rated their docks, back gardens and homes along the lake to celebrate 

this festive time of year. Itôs a wonderful tradition ð a time of apprecia-

tion and giving to our community.  

 

Join us for our 17th Annual Holiday Lights Boat Tour, Bake Sale and 

Raffle benefiting the local Marine Corps Reserve TOYS FOR TOTS char-

ity. All toys and funds stay in Moore County.    

 

Please support this worthwhile cause and ring in the holiday season by:  

§ Decorating your dock and backyards if you live on Spring Valley 
Lake  

§ Donating your favorite home baked goods for the ever-popular and 
calorie-free (?) Bake Sale  

§ Offering your time, talents and resources in preparation of the tour. 
Boats, drivers, and volunteers and so much more are needed to 
make this year successful!  

Event Coordinators:  Sheila and Ernie Dumlao 
Call 910-949-2496 to volunteer or for help decorating your dock. 

Bake Sale Coordinator:  Amanda Suhay 
Call 614-560-9716 or email Asuhay@charter.net to donate goodies and 
volunteer at the booth. 
 

Reserve your space: Call 910-949-2496 beginning November 25 to 
reserve your space. Reservations limited to Whispering Pines residents 
only.  
 
Price of admission: One unwrapped toy donated per passenger.  

Holiday Christmas Tree    Lighting 

and Christmas Tree Walk -Thru  

Saturday, December 3 
Whispering Pines Activity Field 

Look for Santa and his parade traveling through the Village 

between 1 and 5pm.  At 5pm, join Santa for the tree lighting and 

watch Happy Dan the Magic Man while you wait to walk through 

the Christmas tree display and visit with Santa. 

If you are interested in decorating a tree, contact Estelle at 910-

949-3141x110 after November 1.  Trees available after 11/20. 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES  

begin MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21  

Premium #1 NC Fraser Fir Christmas Trees sponsored by the 

WPP Fire Rescue Department.  On sale daily between 8am 

and 8pm at the Fire Station, while supplies last (closed 

Thanksgiving).   

6~zsi^· 6^§§k|s|q« 

mailto:Asuhay@charter.net
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SENIOR ENRICHMENT CENTER 

8040 Hwy 15-501, Carthage 

910.215.0900 

Roadside Clean-up Report 

Josephine and Glenn Bernhard led the 12 volunteers in Septem-
berôs clean-up efforts on Rayôs Bridge and Niagara-Carthage 
Roads.  Thirteen large bags were filled with paper cups, beer cans 
(Bud and Bud Light were the favored brands this time), hamburger 

boxes, straws, and general trash.   

The Garden Club thanks the following members who gave their 
time to this worthy mission, enabling Whispering Pines to continue 
its status in the Adopt-a-Highway program:  

Bob Windmeyer, Phil and Linda Vandercook, Carol Rossi, 
Curtis and Lisa Richie, Ed McBride, Dean Kalles, Jay Farfalla, and 
Kathy Boyle. 
 
The state now requires four pick-up sessions each year, so the next 
roadside pick-up will be in December 2022, date TBA. 
 

November 1 Meetingðwill feature ñAll Things Birds for Your 
Yardò (see poster below).  

Garden Club 

Glenn, Kathy, Jay, Josephine and Bob Prove 

that Picking up Trash and Making the Village 

Beautiful Can Be Fun! 

FREE Eye screenings Wed. Oct 26 10a-noon. This quick eye 
exam detects signs of: Glaucoma, Cataracts, diabetes and macu-
lar degeneration.  Please call (910) 947-4483. 
 
Legal Aid of NC, Elder Abuse & Financial Exploitation Presenta-
tion. Melany Earnhardt, Supervising Attorney Legal Aid of NC & 
Jeb Saunders, Special Deputy Attorney General Finance, Chari-
ties, & Utilities Section Consumer Protection Division. Monday, 
October 24, 2022 2pm-3:30pm.  Please call (910) 947-4483 to 
reserve your seat! 


