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After several months of meetings, research, 
and idea-sharing, members of the Memorial 
Committee are nearly ready to announce 
their recommendation for a Veteransô Memo-
rial to be erected in the village.    

The two design finalists are pictured at right.  
At top is the single stone featuring the logo of 
each military service.  The bottom photo is  
similar to the desired outcome, with an obe-
lisk representing each of the six services, 
plus a center monument. 

A large poster with a depiction of the two 
design finalists and possible wording was 
displayed at Village Hall for resident feedback 
November 7-10.  It was also displayed at the 
Village Council meeting on November 9.  

(See Memorial Committee Highlights, 
page 4.) 

CCWP (finally) Installs New Flag 
As reported to CCWP members in a recent 

email, ñthe last flag was up so long, the 

rope/pulley system did not work.  Needed a 

truck with a ladder to get to the top of the 

pole.ò  The WP Fire Chief advised we did 

not have a truck with a ladder, so he con-

tacted the Carthage Fire 

Chief.  The volunteers 

ñcame out and installed a 

much needed new Ameri-

can flagò ð just in time for 

Veteranôs Day. 

Raggedy Flag ñBeforeò (More Golf News, page 24) 

Memorial Committee Nears Decision 
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Members in attendance were: Mark Nelson, Chair, Ryan Loson-
sky, John McAninch, Chris McEntire, Mike Oriet, Cliff Pugh, and 
Mickey Terzigni.  Village staff:  Linda Christopher, Village Adminis-
trator, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.   
 
Old Business  

§ Mr. Kissinger said there was a request for 10,000 bluegill fish 
(aka óbreamô óbrimô) for Spring Valley Lake and 1,000 for Blue 
Lake.  Currently waiting for the cost estimate. 

§ There is a permit request for grass carp for Whisper Lake, but 
this is in a waiting mode for further information, probably until 
January. 

§ As of the date of this meeting, Pine Lake drawdown was ap-
proximately 6 ½ feet (total drawdown: 15 feet). The dam pro-
ject (repair) is on track to be finished by year end; they have 
all the supplies they need. 
ß Mr. McAninch reported that there were lots of her-
ons and egrets ófeastingô on the shores since the 
drawdown 

ß Mr. Kissinger told the group that Pine Lake had 
been stocked in 2013, and it will be time to re-stock 
soon.  It will go through óthe processô. 

§ Mr. Nelson said heôs had lots of calls (complaints) on the 
weeds in Thagard Lake. 

 
New Business 
Post cards to all residents on Shadow Lake were mailed asking if 
they opposed a (not more than) 2 foot drawdown.  The drawdown 
is for weed control and bulkhead/dock repairs.  Only one resident 
was opposed to the plan.  Mr. Oriet recommended that the draw-
down occur; the Board voted unanimously to plan for the draw-
down.  This recommendation will be forwarded to Mr. Kissingerôs 
office, then passed on to the Village Manager, Rich Lambdin.  The 
water will be fed to Pine Lake to help with its refill. 
 
Muckraker 
Mr. Terzigni reported that the craft still has repair problems.   
§ ñWeôre having a heck of a time with it!ò he bemoaned.   
§ He mentioned that they still are in need of people knowledge-

able with mechanical and/or electrical components, or who 
have the volunteer spirit to aid in the actual muckraking to 
remove debris from the lakes.  They only have three people 
right now and need several more. 

 
Lake Highlights 

§ Blue Lake (Ryan Losonsky):  He mentioned that he walks the 
trails often and thanked the Public Works department for 
clearing them out, as well as the connection to Summerfield.  
He said that the lake is shallow on the top; that a possible 
island is forming. 

§ Thagard Lake (Mark Nelson): He saw an electric surfboard/
hydrofoil and admitted that it looked like a lot of fun.  His con-
cern was the potential speed of the craft.  He spoke with the 
operator about the speed, and also saw that he did have a 
sticker.  Mr. Nelson went on to say that most of the users of 
the lake were fishermen now. 

§ Fly Rod Lake (Chris McEntire ): The beaver issue has gone 
away, and Public Works has cleaned up the drainage prob-
lem, itôs working well.  He has seen some fishermen using the 
public dock. 

§ Pine Lake (John McAninch): The drawdown is enabling vege-
tation to be removed, with some residents óbetter at it than 
others.ô 

 
Miscellaneous: 
Residents who have boats in the racks should have them removed 
by October 31.  
 
There are two openings on the LWB:  a Cardinal Lake representa-
tive and a ómember at large.ô  Please contact Village Hall for more 
information. 
 
Next Lakes and Watershed Board meeting:  TBA 2023 

Lakes & Watershed Board 

October 22, 2022 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale  12 November 1, 2022 

    Homes Pending 16 November 1, 2022 

    Homes Sold   11 October 1-31, 2022 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2022:   122 
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In attendance:  Rich Crotty, Chair, Ron Boudreaux, Eileen Giglio, 
and Hunter Miller.  Ron Cochrun was absent.   Linda Christopher, 
Village Administrator, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, 
were also present.   
 
Old Businessð 
Ms. Christopher was asked to begin the meeting with a óconcept 
reviewôðphotos of two options for the design of the memorial.  
Pictured at right (top photo), there would be a single monument; 
and (pictured at right, bottom), the second would have 7 monu-
ments (one for each service branch and a center one as a 
óstatement of factô).   Benches, lighting, pavers/bricks with a name 
engraved, and other options are possible.  Wording for the memo-
rial has undergone several drafts.  Some of the ideas are below: 

§ Never have so few given so much in the defense of freedom 

§ They gave their today for our tomorrow 

§ All of our dreams stand on the foundation of their sacrifice 

§ We thank the spirit, courage, sacrifice, and commitment of our 
veterans to the American family 

§ If you want to thank a soldier, be the kind of American worth 
fighting for.  God bless our heroes, God bless America 

§ Honoring our veterans who have served, are serving, and will 
serve in the defense of the United States of America 

 
A large poster with a depiction of the two designs and possible 
wording was displayed at Village Hall for resident feedback Novem-
ber 7-10.  It was also displayed at the Village Council meeting on 
November 9.  Comment cards will be available. 
 
Cost estimates of the project are yet to be determined. 
 
Next meeting:  November 29 at 1:30 at Village Hall.  The public is 
welcome. 

Memorial Committee Highlights 

October 25, 2022 

ñOne monumentò option 

ñSeparate monuments for each service branchò option 
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Planning & Zoning  

October 19, 2022 

The meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attended by 
Chris Bishop, Chair, Deb Castle, Vice-Chair, Mike Boyle, Dean 
Kalles, Ken Riggsbee (ETJ), Bruno Decaudin (alternate) and Greta 
Nintzel, (alternate). Ann Robson and Shane Stauffer were absent.  
Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator was also present.  There 
were 5 people in the gallery. 

Update from the Zoning Administrator: 

Ms. Christopher reported that several amendments that were origi-
nally recommended by the Planning & Zoning Board were ap-
proved by Village Council last month. 

Old Business: 

A presentation by Pete Bogle, architect for the new buildings and 
roads for Sandhills Classical Christian School on Rayôs Bridge road 
was given.  He is asking for an amendment to modify the 2017 
approved campus master plan (a Conditional Rezone).  Back-
ground: 

The Arts and Athletic building is currently under construction and 
will be completed in 2023. 

§ The total enrollment today is 388; there is an enrollment cap of 
575 pupils. 

ß To go beyond the 575 ócapô, an amendment would 
have to be agreed upon by Village Council.  A traffic 
impact analysis (TIA) would also have to be conduct-
ed. This study would be contracted soon.   

ß Anticipated enrollment in the next 10 years is 800 
students with 45 classrooms, which is larger than the 
original master plan.   Mr. Bogle said, ñThe school 
will grow to the maximum point that it is allowed to 
(grow).ò 

ß Neither of these situations has been proffered by the 
school. 

Current Building Proposals: 

§ Modify design of a Kindergarten-Second grade (K-2) buildingð
140x60 feet with 9 classrooms, 18 student class size.  This is 
the most important development with a driveway connection, to 
be completed in July 2024. 

ß The enrollment will climb to 558, requiring aTIA.  
(This must be done before any land disturbing activi-
ties.)  Mr. Bogle said that the TIA will be conducted 
as if the enrollment was 800 students. 

ß Orientation of a baseball field 

ß Driveway changes 

ß NCDOT will restripe road turn lane 250 feet (Rt 22) 

§ The LDO amendment (#7) for the above-mentioned conditional 

rezone would authorize the additional maximum student load 

of 575 with several conditions to be met. 

§ The amendment (#8) will have a change of wording to accom-
modate emergency vehicles at the dam. 

§ Both amendments were approved for recommendation 6-0.  
This will go to Village Councilôs work session on October 26. 

 

Next Meeting:  December 21, 4:30 at Village Hall. 

 

  
RVs, trailers, 
boats visible/ 

no permit 

RVs, trailers, 
boats visible/ 

exceeds permit 

Nuisance 
Property 

Trash, Yard 
Debris and 
Recycling 

Pool 
Construction 
permits or site 

trash, etc 

Non-payment of 
civil penalties 

Other 

aŀȅ нп м мс ф л т р м 

Wǳƴ мт м р о н м м   

Wǳƭ ол л мл н м п р   

!ǳƎ нп л мо л м м п  

{ŜǇ мо л с л л л л л 

hŎǘ ф л п о л н м л 

Zoning/Code Enforcement Monthly Report 

October - Observations: 17;   Notice of Violation: 1;   Notice of Civil Penalty: 1;   Stop Work Order: 0 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

 

Council members present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor Pro Tem 
Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda Vandercook. 
Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Cindy 
Graham, Finance Officer, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning 
Administrator, Jason Graham, Police Chief, and Bob Kissinger, 
Public Works Director.   
 

Village Staff agenda items: (Rich Lambdin, Village Manager) 

§ There is a $1400 donation from the WPFRA  that will be budg-
et amendment #9 for the new fiscal year. 

§ Amendment to the LDO regarding wording consistency on 
landscaping requirements. 

§ Both of the above will be on the óconsentô agenda at the No-
vember 9 meeting. 

§ Mr. Pete Bogle, architect for the Sandhills Classical Christian 
School (SCCS) answered questions regarding the conditional 
rezone request for 145 Four Seasons Drive (adjacent to the 
Dollar Tree).  The Council had similar questions to those of the 
Planning & Zoning Boardôs.  These were mainly concerning 
traffic impact, safety to the children, parking for parents and 
administrators/teachers.  It was thought that the connector 
road would help alleviate traffic on Rayôs Bridge Road.  With a 
few changes, the rezoning request will go to the Council meet-
ing on November 9. 

§ A modification to the master plan of the SCCS requested by 
Mr. Bogle.  The Council was given an architectural drawing of 
present and future buildings and roads.  Again, the major dis-
cussion was on traffic impact with the growth of the school, 
safety of the pupils, parking issues, etc.  While estimations of 
the student population were offered and discussedðwith vari-
ous concernsðit was pointed out that only current changes 
were being asked for, with intended student increase of about 
120, once the K-2 building would be added.   

ß Mayor Bernhardt said that this (growth) is a huge 
problemðDOT has to look into enrollment increases, 
village growth, plus assurances regarding Route 22ôs 
capability of handling the future situation. 

ß A Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) should be conducted 
for both the Four Seasons Drive with the K-2 build-
ing, and the ófutureô pre-K building, taking into consid-
eration the Dollar Treeôs potential consequences.   

ß John Parker from the general contracting company 
said that the Dollar Tree currently handles between 

14-16 cars per hour; he didnôt see the connector road 
as being an issue with them.  (ED Note:  The Dollar 
Tree did not attend the public hearing in September 
on this issue.) 

§ The above items will be on the full agenda at the November 9 
meeting of the Village Council 

 

Miscellaneous Updates: 

§ The Turkey Vultures on Rothbury are being dealt with upon 
advice from USDA (see story on page 11). 

§ The Route 22 (north) project after Michael Road is to improve 
stormwater flooding at Nickôs Creek.   

§ NCDOT will also be resurfacing from Airport Circle to 15/501, 
with re-striping, in the ónearô future.  They will not re-do the road 
at Nickôs Creek. 

 

Council Items 

§ Council óLand Use Planô (LUP) discussion was taken up.  Coun-
cil is charged with reviewing the LUP every three years.  Mem-
bers carefully read the entire nine-page document and look for 
any inconsistences in wording/definitions, potential changes in 
the description of the community, adding justifications when 
needed.  www.vwpnc.org.  Click left hand column ñordinances, 
plans and formsò select Land Use Plan. 

§ Reviewed the proposed resolution on ñAmenitiesòéto be con-
tinued at the November 9th meeting. 

 

Next meeting date TBA. 

 

October 26, 2022 

http://www.vwpnc.org
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Village Council Highlights 

November 9, 2022 

All council members present:  Glenn Bernhard, Mayor, Pam Harris, 
Mayor Pro Tem, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, Linda Vandercook.  
Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Administrator, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, 
Rodney Dozier, Lieutenant, Police, Bob Kissinger, Public Works 
Director. There were 13 people in the gallery. 
 
General Public Comments: 
Deb Castle, president of the Garden Club, provided an update on 
the clubôs activities for the month of November as well as thanking 
people for their support of the fundraiser Spaghetti Dinner-to-Go on 
October 27.   

 
Presentation: 
Tony Konsul, Director of Operations for Carolina Water, gave a 
short talk on the improvements that have been made in the area 
this year, the 3-year investment plan on water and sewer equip-
ment etc., as well as the rate hike for water in the village (it will not 
involve sewers since we are on septic). 
 
Report from Village Manager: (Rich Lambdin) 

§ Update on Pine Lake drawdown:  The lake is now down 11-12 
feet, reaching final stage of 15 feet in mid-November. 

§ The auditor will make a presentation at the December 14 
Council meeting. 

§ Hardee Lane Park will be closed when the improvements begin 
in the next few weeks. 

§ The Memorial Committee will make a presentation to the Vil-
lage Council in January regarding its recommendation for the 
site and monument (s), etc.  (See Committee report, page 4.) 

 
New Business: 
§ An amendment to Chapter 8 (residential landscaping) of the 

LDO (Land Development Ordinance) had a wording change.  
This was for óplanned consistency within different sections of 
the document.  The amendment passed 3-2, with Mr. Conway 
and Ms. Roberts dissenting. 

§ Three amendment items regarding Southern Classical Chris-
tian School property/zoning: 

ß To allow 1.46 acres of 5/70 allocation for the parcel at 
145 Four Seasons Drive.  This will meet the LDO 
requirements for parking (impervious surface) for 
future use of an existing building-a pre-school in the 
years ahead. 

ß Conditional rezone of same property above from 
Neighborhood Shopping (N/S) to Residential Agricul-
tural Conditional District (RA-CD) to allow the opera-
tion of a pre-school in the existing 4500 sq. ft. build-
ing. 

ß Council added that the renovation of the property 
must begin within three years or the zoning will revert 
back to N/S. 

ß Proposed modifications to the conditions and master 
plan associated with the conditional rezone. 

ß Discussion centered on óstacking problemsô (cars 
waiting in line) and cars going through neighborhoods 
to avert traffic standstills on Rayôs Bridge Road. 

ß All three amendments carried 5-0. 

§ Consider a resolution to initiate eminent domain proceedings to 
acquire a portion of a parcelðto open and extend Snapper 
Lane in the public interest and benefit.  Currently there are two 
property owners (and taxpayers) who have no access to their 
parcels without trespassing.  This would be a legal easement.  
The property being considered would be approximately a quar-
ter-acre, 60 feet wide.  The current owner has been notified.  
The resolution passed 5-0. 

 
Informal Discussion: 

§ Ms. Roberts reported that 56% of Moore County voted in the 
recent election.  She went on to say that the terms of two 
members of the Village Council will be up next year (Bernhard 
and Roberts). 

§ Mr. Lambdin said that the lines for voting were long and often 
went outside the building.  They are looking into using a portion 
of the fire station in future elections to offer protection from 
inclement weather.  This will be determined at a later date. 

 
 
Next Meeting:  December 14 at 6pm. 
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Staffing Challenges 

§ Understaffed (below our regular staffing of two (2) FF/
EMTs): 

Day time (7am ï 11pm) ï 5 hours 
Night time (11pm ï 7am) ï 0 hours 
Responded understaffed ï 1 medical call 

 

Meetings/Community Events/Significant Incidents  

§ October 11-14:  Pre-K through 8th grade students visited 
the fire station for Fire Prevention week.  

§ 10/15/22 ï Hosted the annual fire safety open house.  
(13 personnel) 

§ 10/17/22 (9:45am), Overdose, Niagara Carthage Road 

§ Three (3) personnel responded 

§ Administered Narcan successfully 

§ 10/25/22 (5:15am), Overdose, Pond Branch Road 

Two (2) personnel responded 

Administered Narcan successfully 

Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

 

Type of Call 
2021 Oct-22 2022YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 50 77 470 60 

Building Fire 109 12 5 8 115 15 

Fire Alarm 42 5 3 5 42 5 

Service Call 37 4 5 8 38 5 

Storm Damage 12 1 0 0 35 4 

Outside Fire 65 7 1 2 30 4 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 1 2 25 3 

Hazardous Condition 6 1 0 0 14 2 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 7 1 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 0 0 3 >1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 1 >1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   65   780   

Public Works Department 

General Maintenance   
§ Maintain 36 parks: pick up debris, blow common areas, keep 

trees/overgrowth trimmed, edge landscape/grass boundaries, 
mulch/re-straw as necessary, fertilize, keep plants/grass irrigat-
ed, shape/prune/trim plants and bushes,  

§ Weekly inspections performed on all lake drains, racks, spill-
ways, and grates.  

§ Routine mowing of the right-of-ways, parks, retention ponds, 
dams, public buildings, fields+, and public areas 

§ Clean drains, driveway pipes, culverts, and channels before 
and after rainstorms.  
 

Weekly Maintenance  
§ Pick/blow Village Hall and general surroundings every Monday.  
§ Trash pick-up at parks every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 

Sunday during the prime warm season 
§ Inspect/clean lake drains, racks, spillways, culverts, grates, and 

channels every Friday.  
§ Pick Hardee Lane  

§ Keep right-of-ways, parks, common areas, fields, and building 
areas mowed 

 
Projects  
§ Replaced dilapidated fence at Thagard park protecting the 

dam spillway  
§ Finished Halloween Haunted Trail  
§ Set-up concert field and stage  
§ Prepared field for concert parking   
§ Setup for Volunteer Appreciation event at Thagard Lake Park 
 
Buildings  
§ Wired up new tire machines and new vehicle lift.  
§ Continued Public works building remodel.  

 
Notables  
§ Planted annual ryegrass at the park at 68 Pine Ridge and 

right-of-ways on Country Club Drive 
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Incident Type YTD  OCT  

  Burglary 3   0  

  Larceny 10   1  

  Vandalism 4   0  

  Assault 3   0  

  Fraud 41   0  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  48 16  7 2 

  Barking dog  4 6  1 0 

  Park violations  305 4  9 0 

  Right-of-way  104 19  9 2 

 Golf cart violations  2 ð  0 ð 

  Skate park violations  26 ð  1 ð 

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 HALLOWEEN FOLLOW-UP 

In a recent interview, Police Chief Jason Graham expressed his 
satisfaction with the successful Halloween activities in the village.  
ñThe events passed with relative quiet ð there were hardly any 
complaints,ò he said. 

 

UNSUPERVISED YOUTHñSURVEY ACTIONS 

Although one of the items cited bringing resident dissatisfaction in 
the recent survey was the fact of ñUnsupervised Youthò in the 
village, Chief Graham indicated that from the perspective of the 
Police Department, there are only occasional issues.  ñDealing 
with unsupervised youth is a rare event and doesnôt tie up a lot of 
officer time,ò the Chief observed.  ñResidents should be aware 
that youth under the age of 12 need adult supervision when using 
village parks and lakes,ò he continued.  

ñCameras for the Thagard Parks will be installed very soon,ò the 
Chief commented.  These will assist the police department in 
ensuring any disturbances or other unlawful activities at the parks 
can be addressed quickly. 

 

POLICE STAFFING 

Bringing 10 years of police experience, Officer Ryan Marino has 
joined the WPPD effective October 24 to replace Lt Rodney Dozi-
er.  Lt Dozier will retire at the end of 2022. 
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A member of the Wilkes family on Spring Valley Lake was enjoying 
her Sunday morning coffee a few weeks ago when she thought she 
heard a loud explosion.  Turning to the sound, she was confronted 
by a deer not more than a foot awayðin her dining room!  
 
ñI just screamed and screamed,ò she said.  ñThen my husband 
came running in.ò 
 
He soon assessed the situation and tried to lead the animal out of 
the house which proved to be a task in itself; the buck was a bit 
skittish.  Plus, there was glass everywhere from the large window 
that the deer broke through, as well as spatters of blood on the 
floor and walls.  The young buck had cuts on the right side of his 
mouth.  He also couldnôt get his footing, mainly because of the slip-
pery texture of the tile flooring.   
 

ñCoaxing him through a safe path to the outside was difficult.  My 
husband grasped him by the antler, but the deerðmaybe 140 
poundsðwas agitated.  Finally, we got him on the deck, but he 
barreled through the rails and got stuck once again.  We each 
gripped onto an antler and led him down the steps.ò The buck ven-
tured forward a bit on the grass and fell a few times, but eventually 
pranced off. 
 
ñWe did call the police afterwards and took pictures for insurance 
purposes.  They said that this was the first time the police had re-
ceived a call of this nature!ò 
 
The Wilkeses were told by the glass repair company that due to the 
morning light, the buck could probably see into the dining room 
window and right through the window on the other side of the 
house, where nearby Voss Park was of interest to him. 

Deer Makes Impromptu Visit to 

Spring Valley Lake Home  

Shards of glass evidence where a buck dove through the 

Wilkes familyôs window and into their dining room. 

Wildlife  

Pileated Woodpecker was seen 

recently in the village. 
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Turkey Vultures Flocking to Local Pine Tree Causing Stress  

for Homeowners  
 
There is a possible solution to the scores of Turkey Vultures that roost in a tree on Rothbury. 
 
The homeowner has been trying for over a month to figure out a legal way to encourage these large birds to leave their favorite pine 
tree on her property.  
 
A recent FaceBook post described her frustration. ñThis morning they were roosted all down my roof and yard - they destroy the shin-
gles and cause roof leaks (and) according to (the) repéI have to get them off of my roof and my yard. Yesterday one was on my car.ò 
 
Many people had interesting suggestions, but Village Manager Rich Lambdin was finally asked to help.  He found a representative 
from the USDA-protective services who visited the home and offered a harassment 
technique, to be used only 2 ½ hours before sunset until 30 minutes after sunset. 
 
Turkey vultures feast on roadkill, rubbish dumps that have food waste, weakened 
animals, and fish.  They are often called óbuzzardsô.  One can see them flyingð
with a wingspan of up to 70 inchesðwith many other vultures, circling an area that 
might have food.  They have a keen sense of smell, unlike other birds. 
 
By the time this is published, perhaps the vultures will have found another site. 

Watch  

How many deer can you spot in this picture? 

ðAbove and Right contributed by John Anderson 

Even geese obey signs... 
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VOLUNTEER 

On November 5th, the Hardwick and Kunihiro families of Whispering 
Pines marched in the Southern Pinesô Veterans Day parade to bring 

attention to the local charity, Christmas For Moore.   

 

According to its website, Christmas For Moore ñéis a group of local 
volunteers committed to providing Christmas for our neighbors in 
Moore County who need a hand up during the season of giving.ò    

 

Shelly Kunihiro of Pine Ridge Drive explained. ñThere is a great 
need for more sponsors this year as times are hard for so many. We 
passed out flyers and held up our banner in hopes that more people 
would be able to help.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The group registers and vets those in need and matches them to 
sponsors.  As of the last update, more than 400 people in Moore 
County were without sponsorship.  This year, many more people 
have applied for help but sponsorship is down due to the downturn 
in the economy. 

Laurin Hardwick of Lakeview Drive is on the 2022 Board of Direc-
tors.  When asked how she became involved, Hardwick responded 
that she volunteered during the pandemic as she had extra time 
and was thankful for her husbandôs job when so many were losing 
theirs.  ñI became a sponsor and met folks I would not have nor-
mally met. I fell in love with the family I sponsored.  I was blessed 
as I saw folks overcome so much adversity and saw God working 
in their lives.ò  

 

The next year she also began volunteering with the group. Hard-
wick realized it was about being involved in the community and 
about giving back.  One example of the charityôs work includes 
helping a man who needed dentures and matching him with a den-
tist who agreed to help. 

 

Hardwick stated the majority of gift requests are clothes, shoes, 
and household items.  ñThese folks are really in need from what I 
have seen.ò  A recently divorced mother said she would not have 
been able to provide Christmas for her children if it was not for the 
gifts provided through the program. 

 

The Kunihiros took it to the next step.  ñOur family also chose to 
sponsor one of the families in need by buying Christmas presents 
for the children and a grocery gift card for their family. Itôs the sea-
son of giving and I wanted my children to be a part of this.ò 

 

There are many ways to help:  Sponsor an individual or family, 
volunteer your time shopping or delivering items, or make a mone-
tary donation on the Christmas For Moore website.  ñAny extra 
funds this year will go to the TEAM Workz charity (serving the 
homeless in Moore County) or items are saved for next year,ò stat-
ed Hardwick.    

For more information see https://www.christmas4moore.org.  

Christmas For Moore 

Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

Shirley B Brennan passed away October 29. 

Hubert S Peele (96), passed away October 31. 
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In past reports, I've covered short segments of the óMountains-to-
the-Seaô trail.  Also, over the past two years I've rambled on and on 
about my love of greenways.  And there is yet another category, 
besides standard trails in outdoor places, that is popular across the 
United States.  This is the rails-to-trails movement: Sections of out-

of-service rail lines are converted 
into multi-use trails which provide 
recreational and commuter options 
for folks living nearby, as well as 
attracting outdoor enthusiasts from 
elsewhere.  Bellingham's (WA) 
Lake Whatcom Trail, featured in 
the September issue of The New 
Pitch, is one example.  Luckily, we 
have a prominent, popular rail-to-
trails corridor just north of usð
American Tobacco Trail (ATT). 

 

I know this column is called Take a Hike and we've been mostly 
Take a Bike lately.  The freedom and fun of riding our bicycles has 
given us a much-needed energy boost.  And again, all of the trails 
reported on in these cycling-focused reports can be hiked enjoyably 
as well. 

 

This trail was built along an old railroad line that was used by the 
American Tobacco Company.  It traverses three counties (Wake, 
Durham and Chatham) and is 22.6 miles long.  Because ATT 
traverses so many counties, it's easier to read about it on the óAll 
Trailsô website.  (traillink.com/trail/american-tobacco-trail/).  There 
are additional greenway segments that connect to this system 
from Cary and Morrisville.  It's also part of the much larger East 
Coast Greenway that runs from Maine to Florida. 

 

To start this month's adventure, C. printed the maps from All 
Trails site and discovered that the segment closest to Moore 
County, which traverses the Jordan Lake Game Lands, is for 
equestrian use only.  After a little more research, we found 
that C.M. Herndon Park in southern Durham County sits adja-
cent to the ATT and decided that would be a good starting point 
for our ride.  Off we headed to this large county park. Amenities 
include ample parking but only a poorly maintained port-a-john 
(ugh).  The proper park restrooms are being renovated.   

There are signs with arrows leading from the concession building in 
the direction of the ATT itself.  Blind intuition turned us left toward 
the City of Durham once we hit the main trail.  This is a very popu-
lar recreational amenity.  For some, it was a Monday holiday and 
we were still surprised by how many folks were out running, biking, 
walking their dogs or just sitting on benches along the way visiting 
with each other.  We carefully weaved our way through the more 
congested spots and sped along happily in other less occupied 
stretches.  

 

The grade here is slightly uphill all the way.  You'll feel it effort-wise 
heading north and then whiz along once you turn back south.  If 
you are hiking this trail, the grade shouldn't hinder your pace.  The 
path is paved and has divider lines like regular streets, encourag-
ing you to obey standard rules of the road.  We crossed varied 
communities along the way: completely wooded areas, residential 
backyards, commercial districts and more concentrated urban en-
claves.  In fact, we crossed over Hwy 54 at the Southpoint shop-
ping district into an apartment complex that accommodates the 
ATT before heading back into a tree-lined area. 

 

After pedaling 6 miles north, we reached Solite Park on the edge of 
the City of Durham.  We decided to turn around and head back to 
our starting point at Herndon Park.  Some of you might still have 
questions about personal safety on this type of trail.  As I've written 
in the past, participating in outdoor activities with a partner and 
keeping your wits about you will help ensure a safe, rejuvenating 
time in the woods or interurban spaces. 

American Tobacco Trail 
Starting at C.M. Herndon Park 

511 Scott King Road 

Durham, NC 27713 

https://www.traillink.com/trail/american-tobacco-trail/
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in 

your wildlife observations 

and photographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Indeed the winter is here!  Familiar House Finches, as well as 
American Goldfinches now in their drab brown winter plumage, are 
seeking feeder seeds.  Also, flocks of American Robins and Cedar 
Waxwings are moving through looking for plump, ripe dogwood 
berries.  Blackbirds are mixed in as well: Common Grackles, Red-
winged and Rusty Blackbirds are cleaning up at ground level. 
 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers are back in the area-- drilling rows of 
holes into softer hardwoods such as birches and maples.  These 
holes are no problem for healthy trees. They do provide a sweet 
snack to these migrant woodpeckers that will be in town for the next 
several months. 
 
Eastern Bluebirds from further north are filtering southward and 
mixing in with our local family groups.  They will feed on remaining 
soft-bodied insects and caterpillars as well as smaller berries.  You 
can expect to see them switch suet feeders as well when their in-
sect prey becomes scarce in the next several weeks. 
 
Yellow-rumped Warblers, our most common winter warblers are 
becoming increasingly noticeable.  With colder air filtering down 
from the north, these gray, brown and white little birds with yellow 
rump patches are spreading across the area.  When you learn their 
sharp ñcheckò call note, you realize they are everywhere in the tree 
tops.  They, too, are attracted to suet feeders and even sugar water 
during cold weather. 
 

Our lakes are now 
hosting an assortment 
of water birds.  Double
-crested Cormorants 
and even a Common 
Loon may appear.  
Cormorants look a lot 
like Loons but they sit 
lower in the water given 
their inferior waterproofing 
and buoyancy.  Do not be 
surprised to see them on 
docks and other open perches with wings spread, drying their feath-
ers in the sun.  Little Pied-billed Grebes, with fluffy white bottoms, 
are also around, diving for small fish.  Colorful Bufflehead and Ring-
necked Ducks, too, are diving here and there for seeds and insects. 
 
Great Horned Owls are now very territorial ðtheir four-parted 
ñwhooò calls can be heard during daylight hours as well as at dawn 
and dusk.  Once paired up, these large predatory birds will begin 
incubation of two to three white eggs.  They do not build their own 
nests but utilize old squirrel nests or vacant hawk nests to raise 
their families ahead of the spring time rush. 
 
As always, we are looking for folks in the Village to act as ófeeder-
watchersô during the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count.  The 
date is Sunday, December 18th.  You need not be an expert to help 
outðjust know the common feeder visitors.  And you need not 
count for the entire day.  Let me know if you are interested in help-
ing and I will send you a worksheet. 
 

 

Dark-eyed Junco 

ð US Fish & Wildlife 

Top: Buffleheads  Left: Cedar Waxwing  Right: Male Rusty Blackbird 

All courtesy Robert J Baron Nature Photography 


