
  

Council Makes Decision on Screening  
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Karolyn Martin Crowned Miss North Carolina 
After three days of competition in Greensboro, Karolyn Martin prevailed over 30 other 
hopeful titleholders from cities and counties statewide to be crowned Miss North Carolina 
2022.   Karolyn is the daughter of James and Kristie Martin who lived in the Herons Brook 
development for the past five years.  James retired from the military and the family relocat-
ed back to South Carolina a few months ago. 
 
The three-day event involves the Red Carpet competition (what used to be called ñevening 
gownò competition), followed by the talent competition and personal interviews.  Scholar-
ships awarded during the Red Carpet competition totaled about $118,000.  ñThe Miss 
America organization is in the top 5 in the country in awarding scholarships to women from 
various private benefactors,ò Karolyn explained proudly.  The scholarship candidates are 
judged by individuals not associated directly with the competition.   ñIncluding the $21,000 I 
received recently from the organization, Iôve been able to finance my entire education at 
Appalachian State as a result of these scholarships,ò she said.   
 
Karolyn became Miss Moore County in 2019 while she was studying at Appalachian State 
in Boone.  Having vied unsuccessfully for the Miss North Carolina title last year, Karolyn 
said, ñI knew what to expect this time.  During the individual interview sessions on Wednes-
day, I tried to showcase my personal growth over the past year,ò she said.   
 

(More on page 12.  Pictures courtesy Pageant Pics by Lenn Long.) 

After six months of discussion, Village Council has voted on several 
aspects of screening materials that can be used to obscure trash 
cans, garden equipment, RVôs, A-C units, LP tanks, trailers, boats, 
etc.  The new measures will be written into the Land Development 
Ordinance (LDO) and immediately go into effect. 
 
The most contentious of the items was the height of the (man-made) 
screening.  Previously, screening could be no higher than 72 inches.  
With Councilôs 3-2 vote, it has been reduced to 48 inches. Residents 
who currently have higher than 48-inch screens have 36 months to 
come into compliance.*  Mayor Bernhard, Mayor Pro Tem Harris, 
and Councilwoman Vandercook were for the changes; Councilman 
Conway and Councilwoman Roberts were opposed, mainly to the 
new definitions and of the óamortizationô 3-year marker. 

Other changes include: 
§ The construction of new screening (man-made) must have a 

permit, obtained at Village Hall ($25) 
§ Lattice is no longer an approved option 
§ The total linear length of the screen shall be no longer than 16 

feet. 
§ Natural screening (think evergreen shrubs, trees, etc.) is the 

preferred screening type for the village. 
 
If you have questions about the new standards for screening your 
items, contact Village Hall. 
 
*Note this is not the same thing as a fence around oneôs backyard 
property.  Fences of this nature are already mandated at 48 inches. 
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FREE LARGE ITEM PICKUP 

For the convenience of Whispering Pines residents, the Village 

offers a Large Item Pickup twice a year.  Large item collection 

means items such as mattresses, appliances, furniture and elec-

tronics that cannot fit into your garbage can or that need special 

handling will be picked up by appointment on Mondays during the 

month of August.   

There are some restrictions. 

ACCEPTABLE: Household and lawn furniture, carpet, area rugs, 

bicycles, toilets, grills (no propane), mattresses and box springs, 

televisions, computers, stoves, refrigerators, freezers (doors must 

be removed), water heaters, dishwashers and microwaves. 

NOT ACCEPTED:  Construction, demolition or remodeling materi-

als, mirrors or glass of any kind, bagged trash, cardboard, yard 

debris, chemical, paint, motor oil or any other liquids.  Call if you 

have questions. 

Call Village Hall to scheduleð910 949 3141. 

TOO BIG?  

/ŀƭƭ ƻƴ CwL5!¸ tƛŎƪ ǳǇ ƻƴ ahb5!¸ 

Wǳƭȅ нф !ǳƎǳǎǘ м 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ р !ǳƎǳǎǘ у 

!ǳƎǳǎǘ мн !ǳƎǳǎǘ мр 
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Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

William A Reynolds (79), passed away June 22. 

Emily L Dashner (100), passed away June 24. 

Gerald S ñGerryò Chupick (88), passed away June 30. 

Harold A ñHalò Dugenske (80), passed away July 4. 

 

Planning & Zoning  

June 15, 2022 

The meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attended by 
members Shane Stauffer (Chair), Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, Ken 
Riggsbee, and George Venet.  Dean Kalles, alternate member, 
was also in attendance.  Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, 
was absent.  Robin Styers, Code Enforcement, was present as 
was Rich Lambdin, Village Manager. There were 10 people in the 
gallery. 
 
There were several agenda items granted a continuance or desig-
nated ósuspendedô until the July 20 meeting because of Ms. Chris-
topherôs absence. 
 
§ A variance was requested by Mr. David Hodge on Cayman 

Court regarding the positioning of his detached garage.  There 
was a 5-0 consensus to grant the variance.  This will be for-
warded to the Village Council for discussion and vote at their 
July 13 meeting.  

 
§ A rezoning request was put forth by Mr. John Rowley of Whis-
pering Pines who has purchased the former óBlue Horse Mar-
ketô (Matthews Market before that) under the business name 
of óArrowhead in the Pines LLCô on the corner of Niagara-
Carthage/Vass-Carthage roads.  He would like the lot to be 
rezoned as óconditional neighborhood shopping districtô to 
allow for a reduction of the impervious surface requirement 
mandated by the LDO of 79% (for parking, etc.) to 70%.  Mr. 
Rowley claims this would still support four food trucks on the 
property which is a key element to the new business. 

 
ß Mr. Boyle was concerned that one of the trucks 

would be too close to the road. 
ß The Board has requested all paperwork to be sub-

mitted for the next meeting on July 20. 
ß The request has been continued to July 20. 

 
Next meeting:  July 20, 4:30 pm at Village Hall. 

The majority of Code violations during the month of June came 

from the visibility of RVs, etc: 

§ Zoning / Code Enforcement Breakdown RVs, Trailers, and 

Boats ï visible, no permit:  17  

§ RVs, Trailers and Boats ï exceeds permit issued:   

      1 

§ Nuisance Property ï yard, structure and unlicensed vehicle:  

      5 

§ Civil Penalty:     1 

§ Stop Work Order:    1 

If you have an RV, trailer, boat, etc. in your driveway or yard, con-

tact Village Hall for the latest rules on parking/storage of these 

items. 

Zoning/Code Enforcement 

Report Highlights 
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Attention Pine Lake Residents: 

Lake to be Drawn Down 15 Feet for Repairs 

Pine Lake Dam repairs are set to being in September.  This pro-

ject has been in the works for about two years and is necessary to 

install additional drains to alleviate a long-existing condition of 

seepage at the toe of the dam.  The work is required to comply 

with State Dam Safety regulations.  Timing of this project has 

been developed to minimize the impact of the project on all resi-

dents. 

 

Pine Lake will need to be drawn down approximately 15 feet.  It is 

projected that the repairs to the dam will take 4-6 weeks.  Pine 

lakefront residents will be permitted to store trailered boats in their 

driveways during the construction period. 

 

The Village is working with Seven Lakes Marine to facilitate boat 

relocation services immediately prior to the lake drawdown.  The 

boat relocation service has been tentatively planned for a week-

day(s) during the week of September 5.  If you are interested in 

this service, you may contact Village Hall at 910-949-3141 as 

soon as possible, but no later than Friday, August 12.  The Village 

will forward the contact information to Seven Lakes Marine who 

will coordinate the relocation of the boats directly with residents.  

This service, the cost of which will be the responsibility of the resi-

dent, will be between Seven Lakes Marine and the resident.  The 

actual rate will be contingent upon how many residents partici-

pate. 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Mayor 
Pro Tem Pam Harris, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, and Linda 
Vandercook.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Linda Christopher, Vil-
lage Clerk/Zoning Administrator, Jason Graham, Police Chief, and 
Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.  There were 12 people in the 
gallery. 
 
Village Staff Agenda Items 
§ Mr. Lambdin suggested creating a new category in the budget 
entitled, ñFleet Maintenance.ò  The purpose is to better track 
expenditures for all Village-owned vehicles.  $29,528 could be 
moved from the roads department to this new category.  Coun-
cil agreed to add this to the regular meeting agenda of July 13. 

§ Due to exceptional performance and skill building, it is recom-
mended that Ms. Graham receives a promotion to óFinance 
Directorô with a pay raise.  This, too, will go to the agenda for 
the July 13 meeting. 

§ Bids for the Hardee Lane Park were sent out.  Four contrac-
tors expressed interest, but none have completed the paper-
work.  If no bids come through by July 6, then the project will 
be held for a few months. 

§ The rezone of the Blue Horse/Matthews Market land (see 
Planning & Zoning, page 3) was discussed and Council will 
send it back to P&Z for the rezoning for óConditional Neighbor-
hood Shopping District.ô  (3 members agreed; 2 members dis-
sented). 

 
Council Agenda Items 
Screening Standards and Materials 
The topic has been on the agenda for six months (as well as Plan-
ning & Zoning).   

--From the LDO, chapter 8 (partial):  Screening must be provided to 
obscure the open storage of any item which is not part of the per-
manent structures and landscaping of the property, excluding regis-
tered motor vehicles. This includes but is not limited to trash cans, 
garden equipment and tools, lawn and house maintenance equip-
ment, and LP gas tanks. (1) Screening must extend a minimum of 
twelve (12) inches above the item being screened, but less than 
seventy-two (72) inches high.  (Italics inserted by editor). The 
screen must completely hide the regulated item(s). Evergreen 
shrubbery that meets the above requirements, and provides year 
round screening is preferred. Landscape screening (man-made) 
has a 71ò height maximum and does not require a permit. 

--From the WP village website, óFence permit applicationô:  Fences 
have a maximum height of 4ft and require a permit.  The proposed 
changes to the LDO were to make the rules consistentð4ft fence 
vs. 6ft fence-style screening.  Sticking points have been the height 
of the screen; the materials used (man-made or natural), the total 
length of material (in footage), and whether or not to ógrandfatherô 

or óamortizeô current residents whose (man-made) screening might 
become out of code if the changes to a maximum height of 4ft. etc., 
currently being considered, is instituted.  
 
In May, the majority of the comments (written and in person) were 
from residents firm in their opinion that the 4ft height should be insti-
tuted, although some people thought it was already in place-possibly 
confusing fencing with screening.  At the June meeting, the majority 
of the comments were from residents with the opposite viewpoint.  It 
should be noted that, in total, there were more people in favor of the 
4ft fence/screen height.  However, people who want the higher 
height screen often had the structure already in place, citing that it 
would be costly to change it or that Village Hall previously said it 
was okay. 

§ Jason Soper who lives in the Arrowstone neighborhood, 
thought that the proposed changes would be ñan overreachò by 
Council. 

§ Lucy Kaminsky of Goldenrod Drive said that she bought several 
shrubs three years ago to screen her trash cans and that today 
the cans are no longer in view. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council proposed amendments to the LDO:  Length of screening 
materials-16 linear feet. (5-0);  Height:  48ò, (4-1, Ms. Roberts dis-
senting);  non-conforming (with final date of July 13) can remain in 
place (5-0).  However, this topic will go to the Village Council agen-
da on July 13 under óUnfinished businessô for further discussion and 
potential vote. 
 
Skate Park Registration 
By consensus, the óImmediate family-membersô definition was ex-
panded to include grandparents. 
 
Next work session meeting:  July 27, 2pm. 

June 29, 2022 

§ Realtor Claire Slyman (shown speaking above) commented 
to the Council, ñéthe (Whispering Pines) demographic is 
changing; people want to live here.  We have to keep it a 
beautiful placeépeople push the boundaries all the time.ò  
Seated ([L-R] on the dais are council members Alexa 
Roberts, Pamela Harris, Mayor Glenn Bernhard, Andy 
Conway and Linda Vandercook. 
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Village Council Highlights 

July 13, 2022 

All council members present:  Glenn Bernhard, Mayor, Pam Harris, 
Mayor Pro Tem, Andy Conway, Alexa Roberts, Linda Vandercook.  
Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Administrator, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, 
Jason Graham, Police Chief. There were 20 people in the gallery. 
 
General Public Comments: 

§ The Mayor read a personal commentðsee page 7. 

§ Ms. Roberts commented on the achievements of staff, particu-
larly noting Finance Officer Cindy Graham. 

 
Presentation: 
Mayor Bernhard presented a proclamation to Boy Scout Joshua 
Manning regarding his achievement in attaining the Eagle Scout 
rank (pictured right). Accord-
ing to the Boy Scouts of 
America website, the Eagle 
Scout must demon-
strate Scout Spiritðan  ideal 
attitude based upon the 
Scout Oath and Law, service, 
and leadership.  Joshuaôs 
Eagle Scout Service Project 
was to construct and donate 
a bench at Summerfield  near 
the pond.  Joshua thanked the Council and Bob Kissinger for the 
opportunity and support. 
 
Report from Village Manager: 
§ Mr. Lambdin said that the July 4th parade had good participa-

tion as well as great spectator turnout along the route. 

§ Pine Lake Dam repairðafter Labor Day, the drawdown will 

begin (see more information, page 4). 

§ The Hardee Lane Park had 0 bidders, but itôs also noted that a 
performance bond is required for projects over $300k which 
requires paperwork.  The project will be re-advertised. 

§ There is a vacancy on the Lakes/Watershed Board for Cardinal 
Lake residents.  Contact Village Hall if you are interested. 

§ Approximately $540k more than anticipated from the Local 
Option Sales Tax has come into the Village for the 2022 fiscal.   

§ Power blips (or longer) have been reported over the past sev-
eral days in many parts of the village.  Mr. Lambdin will check 
with Duke Energy; Mayor Bernhard reported that several peo-
ple have said their A-C units have been damaged, requiring up 
to $300 in repairs. 

ß Ms. Ginny Noterman, Goldenleaf Circle, said that she 
and the Summerfield neighborhood have had lengthy 
power outages two days in a row. 

 
Unfinished Business: 
Amendment to the LDO regarding screening materials and stand-
ards. 
After further discussion, additional comments from the gallery and 
letters/emails read by Ms. Christopher from residents, several votes 
were taken by the Council regarding the proposed changes to the 
Land Development Ordinance.  Final outcome, enacted July 13, 
2022:  
§ Man-made screening shall be no higher than 48ò. 

§ Screening that is currently higher than 48ò must be reduced to 
meet the new code within 36 months. 

§ You must have a permit to erect screening. 

§ Lattice is no longer an acceptable material for screening. 

Questions concerning screening materials should be referred to 
Village Hall. 
 
New Business: 
Five budget ordinance amendments and one amendment for regis-
tering for skate park use were all passed 5-0. 
 
Informal Discussion/Resident Q&A 
Katherine Rice asked why multiple cars could be parked on oneôs 
premises and not screened.  Mayor Bernhard replied that it was 
state law that allows it, but the law does not go further than that for 
other vehicles, such as trailers.  The village cannot override state 
law. 
 
Next Village Council Meeting:  August 3 at 6pm, Village Hall. 
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The following is my personal opinion; I am not speaking for the 
rest of council.  

 

As Mayor of Whispering Pines I believe it is my duty and obliga-
tion to correct the record as needed and to advocate for all Vil-
lage residents.   

 

It saddens me to hear some individuals espouse that Whispering 
Pines hates kids! Nothing could be further from the truth. I chal-
lenge them to take a good look around our community.  We have 
gardens, pocket parks, a new beach at Pine Lake, lake trampo-
lines, Easter Egg Hunt, Christmas Tree Lighting, Halloween, 4th of 
July (parade), concerts, fireworks, and yes, even a Skate park. 

 

Our senior residents give their time, talent and money to make 
these events successful, realizing working residents have time 
restraints. Sadly, some of our seniors feel THEY are being disen-
franchised and pushed out of the community by other residents 
who did not do their due diligence before moving here and feel 
the rules and ordinances do not apply to them. 

 

Unfortunately, an ñUs versus Themò mentality is propagating on 
many social media platforms.  Although it is their right to use any 
venue they choose, some posts are a blatant attempt to sow divi-
sion and discourse. This minority of residents is only interested in 
their personal agenda, wants, or (that they) feel aggrieved. Divi-
sion, chaos and dissent ensues by omitting, exaggerating or in 
some cases, providing erroneous information on these platforms.  
When true facts emerge to contradict, they have no appetite or 
interest in correcting their statements for the record. Some resort 
to bullying, name calling, insults and threats.   

 

The UNDISPUTABLE fact is property values are sky high in 
Whispering Pines! This is a good thing for ALL residents!!!  Ask 
any realtor who has a waiting list to buy into Whispering Pines. 
Ordinances have a direct correlation to all of our property values! 
Without these property values, we would not have the funds to 
maintain all of our beautiful infrastructure and amenities.  It is 
definitely Councilôs responsibility to foster good property values.  

 

It is incumbent upon every Council member to work on behalf of 
ALL residents, not just the few. Council should not use their 
position to advance their personal agendas. Whispering Pines is 
a desirable place to live. There is no place for uncivil or disre-
spectful behavior. We are all better than this. We all need to 
work diligently together to put UNITY into COMMUNITY.  

 

 

Glenn Bernhard was elected to Village Council in 2019 

and has been Mayor since 2021. 

To the Residents of Whispering Pines 
From Glenn Bernhard 

NOTE: The New Pitch made minor (copy edit) changes to 

the above comments for publication.  

(Village) ordinances have a 

direct correlation to all of our 

property values. 

ðGlenn Bernhard 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Type of Call 
2021 Jun-22 2022YTD  

# % # % # % 

Medical 576 66 42 54 289 57 

Building Fire 109 12 16 21 77 15 

Outside Fire 65 7 2 3 26 5 

Service Call 37 4 3 4 26 5 

Fire Alarm 42 5 8 10 25 5 

Storm Damage 12 1 3 4 23 5 

Vehicle Accident 21 2 0 0 17 3 

Hazardous Condi-
tion 

6 1 3 4 10 2 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 6 1 

Aircraft Emergency 0 0 1 1 3 1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 1 >1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 874   78   503   

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS 

§ 6/7/22 (6:09pm) ï House Fire, 2076 Youngs Road (Southern 
Pines) 

§ 6/26/22 (7:41am) ï 1st Due Structure Fire, Martin Trail (Fire 
District) 

ß Arrived to find two (2) outbuildings well involved in fire 
with extension into woods and neighboring property 

§ 7/4/22 (2:49am) ï House Fire w/ Life Hazard, McNish Road 
(Southern Pines) 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 

§ Placed the order for the 516-swivel dump chute and cascade 
breathing air system that were approved in the FY2023 budget. 

§ Posted advertisement for the full-time firefighter position as 
well as part-time firefighters.  The deadline for applications is 
July 15. 

Senior Citizen Call-in Program 

The Senior Citizen Call-in Program provides a means for individ-

uals living alone to ensure safety.  In this free program, partici-

pants call in to the Police Department everyday by 10 am.  If a 

call has not been received, the Police Department will try calling 

the participant.  If still unable to contact the participant, an officer 

will go to their residence to check on their well-being. 

Interested participants should call Lisa Weaver at 910-949-9961 

or come by the police department to sign up.  There is a short 

form for you to complete.  We request a key to your residence in 

case we need to enter to check on your well-being. 

An added bonus of joining this program is that participant will 

get to talk to some of our volunteers who answer the phones 

on weekdays.  Our volunteers love interacting with our senior 

call-ins.  In fact, you may even know some of the volunteers 

who answer the phone. 
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Incident Type YTD  JUN  

  Burglary 3   1  

  Larceny 8   4  

  Vandalism 2   0  

  Assault 2   0  

  Fraud 32   3  

  Ordinance Violations: Warning Civil Penalty  Warning Civil Penalty 

  Dog at Large  31 14  6 4 

  Barking dog  2 5  0 1 

  Park violations  186 1  88 1 

  Right-of-way  67 12  15 5 

 Golf cart violations  0 ð  0 ð 

  Skate park violations  20 ð  0 ð 

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2022 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 27 8 10 1 77 85 40 58 242 1,008 

February 24 5 8 3 97 105 97 13 214 954 

March 32 6 12 2 93 103 83 116 183 1,080 

April 23 8 12 5 93 103 98 126 297 1,044 

May 34 9 16 6 115 128 55 69 261 1,115 

Jun 30 5 10 1 153 165 81 165 502 1,009 

TOTAL 170 41 68 18 629 690 454 664 1,699 6,210 

NEW OFFICER  

Chief Graham has announced the hiring of an officer with nine 
years of experience to fill an open position on the force effective 
June 20.   Cameron Parent brings nine years of policing experi-
ence and lives in the local area. 

 

PARKS EXTREMELY BUSY 

As witnessed by the June Police Statistics (below), June was a 
very busy month for unauthorized individuals coming to the Whis-
pering Pines parks.  Police gave warnings to more than 80 individ-
uals.  While the municipal parks in Carthage, Pinehurst and South-
ern Pines are open to anyone, the parks and lakes in Whispering 
Pines are reserved for villagers and their authorized guests only. 

 Cameron Parent (left) is sworn in by Chief Jason 

Graham as WPPDôs newest officer. 
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JULY 4TH PARADE ð Village was extremely pleased with the 

ñhugeò participation by those in the parade itself and those watch-

ing from along the route.  (Pictures, page 22). 

BIG GARAGE on Lakeview Drive ð Residents have been given a 

specific length of time by the Court  to bring the garage into the 

maximum height allowed by the Village.   

HUMMINGBIRD LANE LAWSUIT ð Court case has been 

ñcontinuedò again. 

FORMER BLUE HORSE/MATTHEWS MARKET ð New owner 

John Rowley plans to establish a sort of ócommunity hangout,ô  with 

a coffee drive-thru, tap room, and patio.  No food service, but would 

like to offer food trucks on the property.  (See Planning & Zoning, 

page 3). 

CPR/AED CLASSES AVAILABLE 

The Village of Whispering Pines Fire Rescue Department will host 

the American Heart Association Heartsaver CPR/AED Training on 

July 23 beginning at 9 am.  This course is designed for anyone with 

little or no medical training to be prepared for an emergency. 

Participants will also learn infant CPR and how to relive choking 

adults, children, and infants.   

There is a $20 refundable deposit to reserve a seat.  Participants 

must be at least 14 years old.   

Contact Village Hall to reserve your seat 910 949 3141. 

 

CCWP OWNERSHIP ð Although rumored to have been sold, no 

announcement has been made as of publication date.. 
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The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale    9 July 1, 2022 

    Homes Pending 20 July 1, 2022 

    Homes Sold   17 June 1-30, 2022 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2022:   69 

Karolyn MartinñMiss North Carolina 
(Continued from front page) 

Karolyn graduated in May with Honors from Appalachian State with 
a degree in Communication Studies and Marketing.  She plans to 
continue her education and will apply for law school.  Her Miss 
North Carolina 2021 predecessor also attended Appalachian State.   
 
Since winning the title little more than two weeks ago, Karolynôs 
schedule is managed by the Miss NC Pageant.  She is available to 
attend various events around the state.  ñIôm excited to meet people 
in the various communities and be able to forge connections with 
many different people,ò she said, ñ and hopefully have an impact.ò   
 
The Miss America pageant is slated for December at the Mohegan 
Sun resort in Connecticut.   
 
Best of luck from your friends in Whispering Pines, Karolyn! Karolyn sang ñThis is the Momentò  

in the talent competition. 
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The Lighthouse at Little River 
500 Little River Farm Blvd (Route 15-501) 

Carthage 

It seems a shame that the golf course, con-
dos and restaurants that have run through 
the lovely Little River location have not been 
successful over the years.  Despite it being 
a pleasant Thursday evening when six of us 
went to The Lighthouse, the newest restau-
rant iteration there, we were the only ones 
in the place.  We considered taking ad-
vantage of eating on the  patio that offers a 
lovely view, but it was a bit too warm. 
 
Our waitress was lively and attentive 
throughout our visit.  Drink orders were 
taken promptly, but the service was a bit 
slow on the delivery, particularly considering 
there were no other diners.   
 
The house white wines ($7) were served in 
short glasses, but very cold and satisfacto-
ry.  Bottled beer was also cold.  Gigiôs  bour-
bon Manhattan ($14) was ñgreatò but not 
served with a twist as she had ordered.  
Isabella enjoyed her Mimosa. 
 
Although their website declares The Light-
house to be an Italian restaurant, we found 
the menu at The Lighthouse to offer a varie-
ty of familiar-sounding selections that are 
typical of a casual eatery.   
 
Gigi and Brianna were enticed by the Spin-
ach Artichoke Dip ($14), which came served 
with garlic toasted Italian bread rounds.  It 
was a nice portion, with everyone at the 
table agreeing it was delicious.  One diner 
warned, ñDonôt take that dish away from 
me!ò   

Caitlin and Chuck split the caprese salad 
as their appetizer ($12), everyone agree-
ing that there was just the right amount of 
each ingredient on the platter to make a 
delicious blend. 
 
Although we were pleased with the range 
of entrees that included dinner salads, 
sandwiches, pasta, chicken and steak, 
only three different items were selected 
between the six of us.  Caitlin, Gigi and 
Isabella went for the Beer Battered Fish & 
Chips ($14, appreciating that they could 
order either two pieces ($14) or three 
pieces ($18.50) of the fish.  All agreed 
with Isabella when she said, ñThe fish is 
tender and cooked just right.ò  Gigi loved 
the slaw that came alongside (ñcreamy 
and goodò), but Caitlin was disappointed 
with the chips.  ñTraditionally, the chips 
would have been French fries, not over-
cooked potato chips,ò  she commented. 
 
Both Chuck and Hannah enjoyed the 
Shrimp Scampi ($21), but it had a differ-
ent taste than they were expecting.  ñThe 
menu says there is a garlic wine sauce, 
but that was totally missing.  I could taste 
more of a lemony sauce, no garlic flavor,ò 
Hannah said.   
 
Brianna opted for the Pasta Primavera 
($17) and ordered a small Caesar salad à 
la carte ($3).  ñI really didnôt like it much at 
all.  There was no sauce to speak ofðjust  
juices, and the vegetables were a bit odd, 

including green beans and undercooked 
brussels sprouts.  The pasta itself was 
fine,ò she said.  She left most of it behind. 
 
When it came time for dessert, Hannah 
selected the Cheesecake with Chocolate 
Sauce ($7) shared by the table.  Everyone 
liked it well enough and thought it had good 
flavor, although Gigi found it a bit ñdense,ò 
seconded by Caitlin. 
 
In terms of value at The Lighthouse, we 
thought it very good, Isabella deeming the 
prices ñperfectly reasonable.ò   Brianna 
noted, ñCaesar salad on the menu comes 
in three sizes, the smallest costing $7, but I 
was only charged $3 for the side portion.ò  
 
The evening was very pleasant, owing to 
the good service (and fun company).  Seat-
ing is comfortable and there are pretty, 
extensive views out the wall of windows.  
Bathrooms are excellent and provide nice-
ties like lotion. 
 
 ñI like that the atmosphere is unpreten-
tious,ò Chuck declared.  ñI will definitely 
come back.ò 
 
 
 

Key to Ratings 

Presentation and taste of both appetizers, Spinach dip 

(pictured left) and the Caprese Salad, were excellent. 
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by Dolores Muller 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

Occasionally we need to take a break from our gardens and visit 
others.  Now is the perfect time to embark on a road trip to visit 
gardens in our area and beyond.  Many within an hour or two are 
worth seeing.  Visiting other gardens provides inspiration and ide-
as and is just plain fun. 
 
For those who donôt want to journey far, I will start with those clos-
est to us.  We have many lovely gardens in our area.  The 
Sandhills Horticultural Gardens are a good starting point.  Located 
on Airport Road adjacent to the Sandhills Community College, 
they cover 32 acres with nine theme gardens.  A stick sculpture by 
world renown Patrick Dougherty, who has created sculptures all 
over the world, was recently installed and is worth viewing.  We 
were lucky to have him create on in our community.  Also worth a 
visit is a small but outstanding garden at the Clara McLean House.  
It is beautifully serene and provides respite for families of patients 
at First Health Hospital.  It is open to everyone and is definitely 
worth a visit. 
 
For those who would like to take a day trip, I would suggest a visit 
to the Cape Fear Botanical Garden in Fayetteville.  This natural 
beauty is situated on 870 acres nestled between the Cape Fear 
River and Cross Creek, but just two miles from downtown Fayette-
ville.  A visit to the gardens and lunch at one of the many restau-
rants in Fayetteville make for a fun day. 
 
Traveling a bit farther but still a one-day trip away are several gar-
dens.  One of my favorites is the Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden 
located on 380 acres of rolling meadows, woodlands and lakefront 

property in Belmont, 
North Carolina, just 
outside Charlotte.  
The Orchid Conserva-
tory is the Carolinasô 
only 8,000-square-
foot, five story glass 
house dedicated to a 
display of orchids and 

tropical plants.  Orchids are the one plant I cannot seem to grow, 
but when I visit here, I am inspired to try again.  While you are in the 
Charlotte area, a stop at Wing Haven is a must.  As an avid birder, 
this garden is another favorite of mine.  The property of Elizabeth 
and Edwin Clarkson, Wing Haven Garden & Bird Sanctuary is a 
respite for birds and other wildlife and a welcoming place to discov-
er the beauty and wonders of nature. 
 
A trip north from us will provide days of garden overload: 
§ The North Carolina Botanical Garden is in Chapel Hill.   
§ The J C Raulston Arboretum is a 10-acre arboretum and botan-

ical garden administered by NC State University, located in 
Raleigh.   

§ Tony Aventôs famous Juniper Level Botanical Garden is a must 
see, although only open to the public eight weekends each 
year.  I would suggest making arrangement to be given a tour.  
You learn things you would not otherwise learn on your own.  
As a bonus, during the ñOpen Garden and Nursery Days,ò 
plants may be purchased.  If you are looking for unusual plants 
not seen a local nurseries, this is the place for you. 

§ I would be remiss if I did not mention the Sarah Duke Gardens 
on the campus of Duke University in Durham. 

 
I have been to all of the gardens mentioned and they are each 
unique and wonderful.  Two gardens still on my to-visit list are the 
Reynolda Gardens of Wake Forest in Winston-Salem and the Paul J 
Ciener Botanical Gardens in Kernersville.  Besides the Reynolda 
Gardens, Reynolda House Museum of American Art holds exhibi-
tions throughout the year.  Both of these are a bit farther out but still 
a day trip away. 
 
I hope I have provided some ideas for garden visits.  It is always 
best to check the individual websites for hours and any special 
events they may be having.  Happy travels, and enjoy your visits to 
one or all of these gardens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clara McLean House Gardens in Pinehurst. 

Cape Fear Botanical Garden, Fayetteville 
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in your 

wildlife observations and pho-

tographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

It is that time of year:  Insect noise has replaced the cacophony of 
bird song.  Days are now noticeably shorter and seeds and fruits 
(as well as insects, of course) are becoming more abundant.  Fran-
tic breeding activity is winding down.   The living is easyðat least 
for a little while. 

Although our Northern Rough-winged Swallows are long gone, 
Barn Swallows are still busy raising their second broods.  Like the 
Rough-wingeds, the Barn Swallows will use the underside of pon-
toon boats which are safer from predators than porches and bridg-
es which they have historically used in the Village.   Purple Martins 
are wrapping up their family rearing activities as well.  They will 
soon head south to where insect food will be plentiful. 

Many folks are reporting 
brilliant male American 
Goldfinches at feeders 
and emphatically singing 
from treetops.  Indeed 
they are now finally 
breeding.  Waiting until 
seeds are abundant and 
plant down is readily 
available makes sense 
for these little finches.  It 
will still be some weeks 
before dull greenish-gray youngsters appear alongside their crypti-
cally-colored mothers. 

Hummingbird numbers are ramping up as more and more young-
sters are leaving the nest.  Adult females are on second broods and 
for the males, summer is over.  They are loafing until the urge to 
migrate starts to kick inðby the end of the month.   Hummingbirdsô 
lives, like all birds, are heavily influenced by day length and the 
resulting changes in hormones.  Their restlessness and weight gain 
are automatic and irrespective of temperature or food availability.  

But have no fearðthere will be plenty of hummers around through 
August and into September when northern individuals will be pass-
ing through. 

Now is the time to be on the lookout for wading birds other than our 
familiar Great Blue Herons.  In late summer, these long-legged, 
water-loving species will disperse in all directions from the breeding 
grounds.  We do have birds from well to the south of us show up to 
take advantage of the abundance of aquatic prey in Sandhills 
ponds and lakes.  Most are white and might be Great Egrets (large 
with yellow bills and pale legs), Snowy Egrets (smaller with black 
legs and yellow feet) or juvenile Little Blue Herons (all white with 
pale legs that will turn blue during their first winter).  Larger Wood 
Storks (with yellow bills and black wingtips) or even Roseate 
Spoonbills (although the adults are very pink, young are usually 
mostly white) could turn up.   

Should you see one of these striking birds, try to snap a photoð
and please let me know! 

 

Roseate Spoonbill 
-US Fish & Wildlife Service 

American Goldfinch 

ðUS Fish & Wildlife Service 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

ðKen Christison 
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MOORE COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
WELLNESS EVENT  Friday, July 22, 2022, 
3:00pm-4:00pm.  Moore County Animal 
Services, 5232 US 15/501.  Head over to 

the Moore Country 
Animal Shelter for dog 
and cat vaccines, 
microchips, heart-
worm testing, heart-

worm prevention, and flea/tick prevention.  
Event by Peak Performance Mobile Veteri-
nary Services.    
 
SUNFLOWER DAYS 2022  July 22, 2022, 
6:00pm - 8:00pm.  Five acres of sunflowers 
to walk, take photos, and enjoy! There are 
over 20 varieties of sunflowers. Take ad-
vantage of ñPick Your Ownò packages. 
There will be two Special Fridays: Sunset 
Magic Hour on Friday July 15th and 22nd. 
For additional information and pricing, 
please visit the event website https://
cathisfarm.ticketspice.com/sunflower-days-
2022.  CATHIS Farm, 544 Falcon Road, 
Lillington, NC 27546 
 
SANDHILLS OPEN AIR MARKET   July 
23, 2022, 8:00am - 3:00pm.  Come out for 
the Sandhills Open Air Market, a flea mar-
ket/farmers market/antique/yard sale that 
takes place once per month. Enjoy shop-
ping from local craftsman, vintage items, 
farmers market goods, flea market goods 
and more.  Booth Fees: $25 for vendors, 
$35 for food trucks. Please contact Erin 
Gabriel at 813-564-5033.  Sandhills Open 
Air Market, 5152 US-1, Vass, NC 28394.  
https://www.facebook.com/
sandhillsopenairmarket 
 
MUSIC IN THE PARK  July 23, 10:00am -
 2:00pm.  Free.  Enjoy Music in the Park at 
the Moore County Farmers Market in 
Downtown Southern Pines. Artists:  Satur-
day, July 16- Tim Wilson, Saturday, July 30
- Eryn Jones Fuson, Saturday, August 6 - 
Mary Stone, Saturday, August 13- Kristi 
Dixon.  https://
www.moorecountyfarmersmarket.com/
special-events.  Moore County Farmers 
Market, E Downtown Southern Pines.   

COOKING WITH HERBS  July 23, 2022, 
11:00am - 12:00pm.  Free.  Join as the 
Southern Pines Public Library with Janice 
Roberts, Family and Consumer Sciences 
Agent from the Moore County Cooperative 
Extension host a Cooking with Herbs work-
shop. Bring the whole family and discover 
the secrets of using herbs and spices to 
prepare delicious food. This is a free event; 
however, registration is required through 
the event link https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
cooking-with-herbs-tickets-355156561837?
aff=ebdssbcitybrowse.  NC Cooperative 
Extension, https://moore.ces.ncsu.edu/, 
Southern Pines Public Library, 170 W. Con-
necticut Ave.  Southern Pines, NC 28387.  
910-692-8235   
 
SANDHILLS BOGEYS @ SANDHILL BO-
GEY STADIUM  July 
24, 2022, 4:00pm.  $5 ï 
$10.  Take me out to the 
Sandhills Bogeys Ball 
Game! Sunday, July 
24 at 4:00pm - High 
Point Hushpuppies vs. 
Sandhills Bogeys.  
Sandhills Bogeys,  
bogeys@oldnorthstateleague.com.  
Sandhill Bogeys Stadium, 3395 Airport 
Road, Pinehurst, 28374 
 
CREATE A TERRARIUM  July 29, 2022, 
5:30pm.  $49.  Join ARTworks of Vass to 
Create a Terrarium Eco System. The class 
will be led by Barb Kennerly. The cost of 
the event includes all you need to create a 
living ecosystem inside a glass terrarium. 
For full details and to purchase tickets, 
follow the event link https://
www.artworksvass.com/.   ARTworks Vass, 
129 Main Street, Vass, NC 28394.    
 
FREE 5K FUN RUN  July 30, 2022, 
8:30am.  Free.  Join as FirstHealth Fitness 
of Pinehurst hosts a free 5K Fun Run the 
last Saturday of each month. Enjoy a run 
along the greenway trails. This is a no frills, 
timed event. There are staggered starts in 
small groups to maintain social distancing. 
To register for the run, call 910-715-1800.  

https://www.firsthealth.org/fitness/locations/
pinehurst/programs-events/programs-
events-schedule/5k-fun-run  Pinehurst 
FirstHealth Fitness, 910-715-1800.   
 
GROUP DOG CLASSES: CANINE GOOD 
CITIZEN  July 30, 2022, 8:00am - 9:00am.  
Canine Good Citizen is a 10-skill test that 
teaches good manners to dogs and respon-
sible dog ownership to their owners.  You 
and your dog will prepare, practice, and 
test for a CGC certification in this summer 
long group course.  Exam fee is included in 
the price of the class.  Classes are held on 
Saturdays in downtown Southern Pines.  
Register at  https://www.freetobedog.org/
groupclasses.   Free To Be Dog, in-
fo@freetobedog.org, 910-637-0038 
 
CHRISTMAS IN JULY  July 30, 2022, 
10:00am - 3:00pm.  Free.  Come out for the 
Christmas in July Vendor Craft Show at 
Roseland Barn in Aberdeen. Enjoy shop-
ping from local vendors and crafters. There 
will also be food on site. If you are interest-
ed in being a vendor for the event, follow 
the link https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdvejaZrsZWWz4JJSGogZ0Tb3
fKWcb1AFjm8xBfPaljjNlX-w/viewform.  
Roseland Barn, 2712 Roseland Road, Ab-
erdeen, NC 28315.  (910) 639-0212   
 
241ST ANNIVERSARY BATTLE REEN-
ACTMENT  August 6, 2022, 10:00am -
 4:00pm.  $5.  Come out for the annual 
reenactment of the Tory and Whig skirmish 
at House in the Horseshoe. The event high-
lights the struggles of the backcountry as 
the Revolutionary War engulfed North Car-
olina. The battle reenactment will take 

Contributed by Estelle Makie 
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place at 2:00pm. Enjoy activities and demonstrations throughout 
the day. The ticket cost includes parking as well. To purchase tick-
ets, follow the event link https://www.eventbrite.com/e/241st-
anniversary-of-house-in-the-horseshoe-tickets-328960819667.  
Alston House Association.  alstonhouseassociation@gmail.com. 
http://www.alstonhouse.org/.  House in the Horseshoe State Histor-
ic Site, 288 Alston House Rd, Sanford, NC 27330.  910-947-2051 
 
PINEHURST LIVE AFTER 5 CONCERT SERIES: BOUNCE  Au-
gust 12, 2022, 5:15pm - 9:00pm.  Free.  Come out for the 2022 
Pinehurst Live After 5 Concert Series with Bounce! The family 
friendly features live music and fun kidsô activities will ensure a 
good time for all ages. Food trucks will be on-site with a wide selec-
tion for all to enjoy. Beer, wine, and additional beverages will also 
be available for purchase. Picnic baskets are allowed; however, 
outside alcoholic beverages are not permitted. Bring your lawn 
chairs, blankets and dancing shoes.  Vendors: Southern Pines 
Brewing Company, The Arc of Moore County, Jasonôs Mini Donuts, 
Meat & Greek and Beefy Buns.  The Village of Pinehurst, https://
www.vopnc.org/.  Tufts Memorial Park, 1 Village Green Rd., Pine-
hurst, NC 28374   
 
COOKING FOR TEENS  August 12, 2022, 7:00pm - 8:00pm.  $25 
ï $50.  Teens are welcomed for an evening of creating new dishes 
to take home to the family! On the menu for June, pot stickers. On 
the menu for August, Korean noodles.  https://secure.rec1.com/NC/
southern-pines-nc/catalog.  Southern Pines Recreation and Parks, 
910-692-7376, bsampson@southernpines.net.  Southern Pines Fire 
Station, 500 W Pennsylvania Ave, Southern Pines, 28387   
 
OUTDOOR COMMUNITY YARD SALE AND CRAFT BAZAAR  
August 13, 2022, 9:00am - 2:00pm.  Free. 
Come out as The Beeôs Knees Antiques & Thrift hosts a monthly 
Community Sale and Craft Bazaar. Enjoy shopping from 40 local 
vendors with individual outdoor booths offering everything from 
handmade crafts, modern tools and electronics, vintage and an-
tique collectibles and even an assortment of everyday household 
items or clothes. For more information, updates, photos, etc- see 
www.facebook.com/BeesKneesPinehurst to rent a booth for a fu-
ture event- inquire in the store or call 910-420-8970.  
beeskneespinehurst@yahoo.com.  The Beeôs Knees Antique & 
Thrift, 125 NC 73, West End, NC 27376   
 
FREE YOGA IN THE PARK  August 13, 2022, 9:00am - 10:00am.  
Free.  Yoga in the Park is a free. Enjoy a sixty minute session, open 
to all ages and levels. Bring the whole family out and invite a friend 
to experience this in the park! Enjoy yoga on July 9, August 13, 
September 10 and October 8. Please bring your own towel or mat. 
Southern Pines Recreation and Parks, 910-692-7376, 
bsampson@southernpines.net.  Southern Pines Downtown Park, 
145 SE Broad Street, Southern Pines, NC 28387    
 
BRYANT HOUSE AND MCLENDON CABIN TOURS  August 14, 
2:00pm - 4:00pm.  Free.  Come visit and show your support for two 
of Moore Countyôs most precious historical dwellings. On your visit, 
you will learn about the historical and cultural significance of these 
Moore County structures and the people who built them, lived in 

them and now preserve them. For more information call 910-692-
2051 or visit moorehistory.com.  Moore County Historical Associa-
tion, 910-692-2051, Bryant House and McLendon Cabin, 3361 Mt. 
Carmel Rd, Carthage, NC 28327.   
 
YOUNG ARTIST ARTS & CRAFT SHOW   September 10, 2022, 
11:00am ï 1:00pm.  Are you or do you know a young artist who 
would love the opportunity 
to sell some of their work? 
Please join us for the Arts 
& Craft Show for young 
artists, makers, crafters 
and creators.   We are 
looking for ages 10-17.  
Cost: $10. 
You keep all of your profits.  
To apply:  Email aber-
deenartshow@gmail.com for an application. Please include pic-
tures of some of your work. 
Where is the event?  This is an outdoor event in downtown Aber-
deen, artists will be featured in front of different participating shops 
through our downtown.   
https://www.facebook.com/events/3686238584935842?
ref=newsfeed.  Downtown Aberdeen, NC 
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Ladies of the Afternoon Literary Society will next 

meet on Wednesday, September 28 at 3pm at the Community 

Building on Rayôs Bridge Road.  The discussion book is Something 

in the Water by Catherine Steadman.  Contact Marty Wolfe at 910-

688-7059. 

Duplicate Bridge  
On the first Wednesday of each month a duplicate bridge game is 

held at the Country Club of Whispering Pines.  The fun begins at 

10:30 am with a break for lunch at the club at noon.  The comple-

tion of 24 to 28 boards is around 3 pm.  Additional players are 

wanted!  Contact Joan Bruno 910 949 4172 or  

email jbruno@embarqmail.com. 

At the last meeting for the first part of the Whispers year, the group 
opted to change to a team system for one year.  Several volunteers 
agreed to be on the team to help bring some new ideas to the 
group. 
  
The first team meeting was set for July 14. Details next month.  
 
We have a fashion show at our Thursday, September 15 meeting. 
It is usually one of our best attended meetings and we hope to see 
you then.  Mark your calendars now. All women living in Whispering 
Pines are automatically members of Whispers.  Guests from out-
side the village are also welcome to join us. 

SENIOR ENRICHMENT CENTER 

8040 Hwy 15-501, Carthage 

910.215.0900 

§ BAKE SALE. Thursday Aug. 4th 2022 11am-1pm.  All funds 
raised goes toward Moore County Dept. of Aging/Senior 
Enrichment Center. 

§ LOW IMPACT CARDIO.  Go back in time, with Carol Wood, 
to the days of Grapevines and Mambos in this low impact 
cardio class guaranteed to raise your heartbeat and your 
mood! The class will be performed entirely standing with fun 
music, easy to learn choreography, and an upbeat atmos-
phere. This class welcomes all levels of fitness and most 
suitable for participants seeking a low to moderate intensity 
class. Come and letôs dance!  Tuesdays 9am, $2. 

The  Whispering Pines Thrift Shop Board of Directors is very 
pleased to announce our allocations for the first half of 2022.  
 
Last year in June 2021 the allocations totaled a little over $12,000. 
Now one year later, June of 2022, the Whispering Pines Thrift Shop 
was able to allocate $21,378 to support the many charities and 
organizations that help our neighbors in Moore County.  
 
This achievement would not be possible without the army of volun-
teers it takes to keep the Thrift Shop open for business.  To sales 
people, people who receive, sort and price donations, the people 
who vacuum, who set up for Porch Sales, the people who make 
sure we have what we need to get the job done, as well as all our 
customers who make working at the Thrift Shop fun and engaging, 
we offer a very sincere and heartfelt, ñThank you.ò 
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Where in the World is 

The New Pitch?  

ñThe New Pitchò 

is seen far and wide!   

 

Can you identify where in the 

world the picture at right was 

taken? 

 
ANSWER on page 24. 
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