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Whispering Pines Elects Three to Village Council 
The only item on the ballot in Whispering 

Pines on November 2 was to select three 

members for Village Council. Two incum-

bents, Pamela Harris and Andy Conway, 

were elected along with newcomer Linda 

Vandercook.  Dean Kalles, who ran for 

council in 2019, came in fourth.  Although 

Richard Casey withdrew from the election 

due to personal commitments, he still re-

ceived votes.  Bob Zschoche, current Vil-

lage Council member and former mayor, 

chose not to run this year.       

WP Directory Committee Announces Donations 
With nearly 100 volunteers in attendance at 

the Volunteer Appreciation Event hosted by 

the Village on October 28, Directory Com-

mittee Chair Gail Reilly announced several 

donations to WP organizations.  She ex-

plained that organizations were asked to 

provide the com-

mittee with an 

idea of what they 

wanted/needed.   

ñThanks to the 

generosity of 

villagers who 

purchased the 

Directory, we are 

able to offer a 

little boost to several groups,ò she said. 

Mickey Terzigni accepted $200 for the 

Muckrakers, Kathy Boyle accepted $400 

for Ladies 55+ Aerobics, and Deb Castle 

represented Garden Club, receiving $500.  

The Thrift Shop was given $100, accepted 

by Diana Williamson.  Whispers had re-

quested they be given the 75 unsold direc-

tories, which will be distributed in Wel-

come Packets or made available for sale, 

valued at $750. 

ñWe plan to give additional monies from 

Directory proceeds to benefit the new 

village recreation area once a specific 

need has been identified,ò Reilly stated. 

Gail Reilly 

The election results are: 

     Pamela Harris   670 

     Andy Conway   656 

     Linda Vandercook  548 

     Dean Kalles   321 

     Richard Casey       65 

     Bob Zschoche (Write-In)          6 

     Write-In (Miscellaneous)         6 

The newly-elected Council members will 
take the oath of office at the December 8 
meeting of Village Council.   
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§ The term ókitchenô was reviewed, deciding what types of appli-
ances were allowed in an accessory building to prevent it from 
being considered óliving quarters.ô  The Board decided that the 
wording should be ñan area within a structure used for the 
preparation and cooking of food that contains all of the follow-
ingé (appliances are notated). The Village only allows one 
residential structure per lot per the LDO. 

§ The Board accepted changes for the definitions.  Ms. Christo-
pher will make the revisions and it will come back with the 
proposed wording for SR1 for next month.  Then, the Board 
will make a formal recommendation (yay or nay) to Council. 

New Business 

§ Annexation of Niagara-Carthage property with one house be-
ing built, whereby owner wants to be part of Whispering Pines. 
This is near the water tower on Airport Road.  Board recom-
mended to accept annexation 5-0; will go to Council for ap-
proval. 

 

Next Meeting:  November 17 at 4:30 at Village Hall.*  (*This meet-

ing has since been cancelled.) 

The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attend-
ed by Shane Stauffer, Chair, Chris Bishop, Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, 
George Venet, Dean Kalles (Alternate), and Ken Riggsbee 
(Alternate). Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was also pre-
sent.   

 

Update from Zoning Administrator  

§ Ms. Christopher reported that Council has tabled the appoint-
ment to the Planning & Zoning Board until January.  Mike 
Boyle will stay in the position until this time. 

§ Council denied both recommendations by the P&Z board re-
garding 1.) new maximum building height and 2.) allowing sea-
sonal pools. 

Old Business 

§ Discussion and review of definitions in the LDO, Ch 6, SR1-
pertaining to pools, pool houses and hot tubs.  Of concern, 
ñEnclosed accessory buildings shall be of similar design and 
colors as the principal dwelling.ò  Ms. Christopher said that this 
could be a subjective finding.  Council will have a discussion 
on this at their next work session; therefore this discussion was 
tabled. 

Planning & Zoning Meeting Highlights 

October 27, 2021  
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Tree Board Meeting Highlights 

October 19, 2021 

Members present--John Bowman, Chair, Caroline Krom, Greta 
Nintzel, and Tim Venjohn, Vice-Chair (ETJ member).  Amanda 
Senff had an excused absence; Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, 
and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, were also in attend-
ance.   
 
Old Business 
§ Looking to make the Facebook page more órobustô; Greta 

Nintzel is the manager of FB activity. 
§ Tim Venjohn would like to have more videos on tree-related 

topics.  These would be short videosðperhaps one on the 
long leaf pine (*see note) or on tree trimming, etc. 

 
New Business 
§ The initial application to Tree City USA had been rejected 3 

times because of no tree care ordinances for public tree 
care.  WP has an ordinance that protects public trees.  On 
private property, there is an ordinance about hazardous trees 
that could damage neighboring homes.  Residents cannot 
plant in the óright of wayô. 

§ The Tree Board could be doing more, such as: 

ß Trying to expand some ordinances and attract 
óGrowth Awardsô from the organization 

ß Posting on FB a list of registered arborists in the 
area might help residents with any tree issues.  Ms. 
Christopher said the property owner must do ódue 
diligenceô to have the work performed. 

ß Practices by utility companies to trim or cut treesð
could we develop best practices/ordinances 

ß Mr. Kissinger said he will soon have a work plan 
submitted to the Board. 

§ With the growth of the Village, the budget will increase for 
the next fiscal year (July 1).  Volunteer time should also be 
included in the application. 

§ With Hardee Lane park, by July there might be an entrance, 
with some trees planted.  But other improvements should be 
tabled since we are not at that point yet.  The Board can 
contribute ideas about tree species to plant when the time 
comes. 

§ At Spring Valley Lake park, all trees have been counted and 
identified (with potential hazards as well). 

ß Assessment was fairly primitive, there are other 
tools available, including online information 

§ Possible project to receive private donations for parks, etc., 
will help with Growth Award activities for Tree City, USA. 

§ Specimen trees/historical significanceðnone known at this 
time.  The first tree planted by the Garden Club for Tree City, 
plus the Live Oak planted in March, could be building a history 
of WPôs trees. Cypress in the lakes could be of significance as 
well.  Could also survey the types of trees in the right of ways. 

ß Potential to develop a tree species list that would be 
recommended to plant in the public areas 

§ Develop an urban forest report to submit to Village Council 

§ Begin Tree Care workshops is another idea to develop 

 

*Note:  There is now a video on Dogwoods hosted by Caroline 
Krom on the WP Tree Board page--https://www.facebook.com/WP-
Tree-Board 
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Members in attendance for the quarterly meeting were: Mark Nel-
son, Chair, John McAninch, Bryant Mlynczak, Chris McEntire,  Cliff 
Pugh, and Mickey Terzigni.  Messrs.  Robert Marshalek, Mike Oriet 
and Josh Reidenbaker were absent.  Village staff:  Linda Christo-
pher, Village Clerk, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.   

Old Business  

§ Mr. Kissinger is waiting for feedback from the lake study for 
Spring Valley and Blue Lake. 

New Business 

§ Mr. Nelson requested that lake representatives be notified 
when studies on their respective lakes are conducted as well 
as other pertinent actions so they can communicate with resi-
dents any activities and/or findings.   

Working Group Report 

§ MuckrakerðMr. Terzigni reported that the boat is now on 
Shadow Lake and will stay there for some time.  He was disap-
pointed with the progress this year; they had a late start, and it 
had several mechanical breakdowns, including a bent shaft.  A 
new alloy steel shaft has been ordered but delivery date is 

sketchy.  Many logs were cleared from Shadow Lake, and sev-
eral coves were cleared that were particularly debris ridden. 

Lake Highlights 

§ Blue Lake (Mr. Mlynczak) asked about lowering the lake so 
docks could be repaired.  There is a procedure to follow which 
includes polling the lakeside residents, and a few other consid-
erations.  The information should be gathered quickly so that a 
decision can be reached by Village Hall.  Then, the lake can be 
lowered in January-February, replenished in March. 

§ Fly Rod Lake (Mr. McEntire) questioned the ñNo fishing from 
Damò sign, since other dams do not have the sign.  If there is 
road traffic at the dam site (Fly Rod, Spring Valley) then it is a 
safety issue and no fishing is allowed.   

ß He also said that fishing was not very productive this 
year and hurriedly went on to say that it wasnôt for 
lack of technical prowess.  He reported that Bladder 
Wort (native weed) was fairly heavy on the dam side 
of the lake.  Mr. Nelson suggested throwing fish food 
(floating type) from the dock; the fish will come.   

§ Pine Lake (Mr. McAninch) stated that some people were leav-
ing floats in the water and that there was an increase in litter on 
the lake.  Ms. Christopher said that ALL floats must be re-
moved now, no matter the size or style. 

§ Spring Valley Lake (Mr. Terzigni) reported that Toys for Tots 
boat rides will be given this year on December 10 & 11, rain 
date on the 12th.  He was concerned about the power for Me-
morial Causeway tree lightingðMr. Kissinger said that it will be 
taken under advisement.  Other years, residents have contrib-
uted extension cords for the causeway, which have since been 
returned. 

§ Thagard Lake (Mr. Nelson) ñWe survived the summer,ò he com-
mented with a smile.  He found that some boat stickers were 
not placed in a consistent manner which caused a few minor 
problems.  The float had a lot of use and the kids loved it.   

ß Mr. Kissinger added that approval has come from the 
State to proceed with the Thagard dam project.  It will 
be overseen by Bill Roark/McGill Engineering.   

§ Whisper Lake (Mr. Pugh) said that fellow residents are interest-
ed in starting a Snak nô Yak on the lake, similar to Spring Val-
ley.  Again, the residents must be polled, plus a petition, to get 
it underway for next season. 

Other notes 

§ All boats/kayaks, etc., should be removed from the boat stor-
age racks by October 31.  A new lottery for boat storage will 
take place next year. 

 Next meeting:  TBA 

Lakes & Watershed Board Meeting Highlights 

October 25, 2021  
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

October 28, 2021 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, and Bob 
Zschoche.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Cindy Graham, Finance Officer.  There were four people in the 
gallery. 
 
Village Staff /Agenda Items 
In the rear parking lot of Village Hall, a óskate parkô has been 
formed.  This was developed by parents who were looking for a 
smooth surface so their children can skate board or scooter.  
Council discussed the safety, usage, signage, rules, fees, etc., as 
well as potential liability to the Village.  The proposed skate park 
would be unsupervised which requires the following:  (NC Gen-
eral Assembly) 
§ Council to adopt an ordinance requiring any person riding a 

skateboard or scooter at the skate park to wear a helmet, 
elbow pads, and kneepads.  

§ Signage at the skate park stating the above requirements; 
violators are subject to citation under the ordinance.  
 

Village would supply the ramps, none higher than 3 feet tall.  Up-
keep would be handled by Public Works.  Additionally, the park 
could not be in use during Village Hall meetings.  New park/rules 
will be drafted into the Code of Ordinance, Chapter )ȟ Section 10 
upon review by the village attorney and final vote by Village 
Council at a later date. 
 
Review proposed amendment to the LDO Chapter 5, section 5.11 
pertaining to the ETJ overlay.  This is regarding above-ground 
pools and allowing chickens.  Recommendations for these chang-
es came from the Planning & Zoning Board.  Lengthy discussions 
ensued on the value of making changes to the ETJ and the im-
pact to the village itself.  Concerns centered on the voters of 
Whispering Pines, home values, health issues (chickens), óthe 
look of the villageô, and other items.  The final result was a con-
sensus of ñNo changeò, but it will go to the next Council meeting 
for consideration. 
 
Miscellaneous Updates 
§ Received an annexation agreement request from the town of 

Vass.  This is regarding property on the other side of Route 
1.  Nothing to do at the moment, but it is to foster good inter-
governmental relations.  Mr. Lambdin thinks a boundary line 
should follow existing property lines; this has been requested 
by the Village to Vass.  When completed by Vass, it will 
come back to Council for review. 

§ 129 Lakeview Drive Garage update:  Owner has until No-
vember 19 to file answer. 

§ Real time software pertaining to the Villageôs finances is now on 
the villageôs website. www.whisperingpinesnc.net/.  Click on 
Finance, then on right side column, click on Whispering Pines 
Financial Dashboard. 

§ Lakeview Bridge projectðLumen is responsible for fiber optic 
cable.  Disruption of internet service will happen at some point; 
residents impacted will be notified. 

§ Herons Brook final plat modification project on hold until devel-
oper takes action on non-compliant deficiencies. 

 
Council Items 
Non-garage accessory building and detached garage regulations 
were discussed, (see The New Pitch, October-Village Council 

Highlights) conforming to building codes, footings, dimensions.  
Ms. Harris is concerned about the aesthetics and consistency to the 
Villageôs building code.  Both Mr. Zschoche and Mr. Bernhard 
agreed that the language must be tightened in the LDO, Ch. 6, SR 1.  
Will send to P&Z for recommendations for new verbiage.  Ms. Harris 
stressed the appearance standards in Chapter 7.  Ms. Christopher 
said that approximately 3 detached garages might be considered 
non-conforming, even though permits were issued previously. 
 
Next Work Session meeting:  TBA (2022). 

Reception for Bob Zschoche 

November 16 

A reception to recognize Bob Zschocheôs sixteen 

years of service to the Village as both Councilman 

and Mayor will be held before the Council Meeting on 

November 16 from 4:30-5:30pm.   

Residents are invited to attend. 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

The WP Fire Rescue Squad responded to the following recent 
incidents: 

10/12/21 (8:27am) ï Structure Fire, Misty Morning Trail 
(Whispering Pines Fire District) 
§ 512 (Engine) responded understaffed driver only 
§ 510 (FRC) arrived on scene to find 3 barns well involved in 

fire with 2 additional barns exposed 
§ WP & Cypress Pointe firefighters were able to confine fire to 3 

barns with no damage to the 2 exposure barns 
 
10/26/21 (7:53am) ï Motor Vehicle Collision w/ Extrication, Camp 
Easter Road (Whispering Pines Fire District) 
§ 512 (Engine) responded with two (2) personnel 
§ 510 (FRC) arrived on scene to find a single vehicle off the 

road into a tree with the sole occupant driver still in the vehi-
cle 

§ WP firefighters used extrication equipment to access victim 
§ Patient was prepped and removed from vehicle 
§ Patient transported to Landing Zone in Vass with non-life-

threatening injuries 
 
11/1/21 (10:26am) ï Structure Fire w/ Fatality, Murdocksville Road 
(Carthage Fire District) 
§ 516 (Tanker) responded with two (2) personnel 
§ WP firefighters assisted with defensive fire attack, salvage & 

overhaul 
 
 

 

Commercial Building Schematics Review 

At the recent WPFRD Open House, Chief Lambdin and Andrew 
Drummond (Firefighter/EMT) explained floor plan documents that 
give details on all commercial buildings within Whispering Pines 
(e.g., Whispering Woods Golf Club).  There are approximately 35 
buildings with schematics that they update each year. At the time 
of an emergency, the firefighters have current information on each 
of these buildings, enabling the department respondents to know 
exactly the size of the building, all room locations, size, hallway 
system, windows, etc., to better handle the situation. 
 
 
 

WP Fire Rescue Squad personnel used extrication 

equipment to access the victim of this crash on 

Camp Easter Road.  The victimôs injuries were 

non-life-threatening. 

Type of Call 
2020 Oct-21 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 46 64 498 67 

Building Fire 102 15 10 14 90 12 

Outside Fire 21 3 3 4 52 7 

Fire Alarm 57 8 5 7 33 4 

Service Call 26 4 3 4 30 4 

Vehicle Accident 40 6 5 7 16 2 

Storm Damage 42 6 0 0 11 1 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 6 1 

Hazardous Con-

dition 
12 2 0 0 6 1 

Aircraft Emer-

gency 
3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   72   742   
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Incident Type OCT 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 1  

  Larceny 0 17  

  Vandalism 1 4  

  Assault 0 6  

  Fraud 3 37  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 5 34  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 1 4  

  Barking dog (warning) 1 3  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 16 149  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 2  

 Right-of-way (warning) 18 139  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 3 22  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 0 17  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

April 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,026 

May 24 4 4 1 103 118 53 74 354 1,114 

June 21 9 16 4 88 97 67 88 432 990 

July 12 8 11 0 107 127 69 91 512 1,065 

August 12 7 11 0 88 102 42 53 539 1,080 

September 22 4 11 4 93 104 74 101 431 954 

October 17 3 5 1 126 150 73 100 276 1,072 

TOTAL 200 56 90 20 973 1,115 603 839 3,943 10,252 

SCAMMERS STILL ACTIVE IN WHISPERING PINES 

Unfortunately, scammers continue to target our citizens and 

are getting ever more creative in their schemes.  Recently, a 

Whispering Pines resident was bilked out of several thousand 

dollars before reporting the incident to local police. 

Chief Graham reminds us: ñIf it doesnôt sound right, if you even 

have an inkling, call the police.ò  Legitimate requests for pay-

ment will never ask you to pay with a gift card or phone card.  

ñOnce the funds have been sent, itôs almost impossible for us 

to get them back,ò the Chief continued.  ñThe thieves are usu-

ally in another country.ò 

 

COUNTY REPORTING THEFTS 

There have been reports of thieves stealing catalytic convert-

ers.  Although no activity of this nature has been reported in 

Whispering Pines, Chief Graham warns us again to try to put 

our vehicles in the garage, or to lock and set our vehicle 

alarms. 
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Yesterday I received a letter from the Moore County GOP. In it was 

a single page showing the pictures, names, and a brief resume of 

three candidates for the Whispering Pines Village  

Council. First, let me assure you that I am a registered Republican.  

However, I was appalled by the attempt of the County GOP to in-

sert itself into Whispering Pines elections.  As a former member of 

the Whispering Pines Council, I know 

that in Council meetings, no member 

has ever considered themselves a 

member of any political party. Instead, 

thankfully, they have always been non-

partisan and acting solely in the best 

interest of the Village. 

Our two-party system at the national 

level is a disaster, resulting in total 

gridlock.  The disease caused by this 

system is approaching paralysis at the State level, and now we see 

it infecting our School Board at the County level.   Politicianôs votes 

are cast solely to injure the other party, not to benefit the communi-

ty. There has never been a place for party politics in Whispering 

Pines elections, and with the combativeness currently demonstrat-

ed by the parties against each other, this is no time to start.  I 

passed this thought along to the three candidates, and to my 

Viewpoint  

Partisanship Has No Place in Municipal Elections 
By Skip Gebhardt 

astonishment, two said that they were not aware of the mailing.  In 

fact, one was visibly upset over the matter. Both candidates also 

reassured me that there is no place for party politics in the Village 

Council. 

I strongly encourage the Chairman of the County GOP to apologize 

to the voters of Whispering Pines for this blatant attempt to inject 

partisan politics, and the resulting acrimony, into a purely local 

election. They should also publicly avow to WP voters that there 

will be no further attempts of this sort. If it ainôt broke, donôt fix it! 

 

 

Skip Gebhardt is a former Village Council member and 
editor of The Pitch.  His Letter to the Editor was origi-
nally printed in The Pilot newspaper. 

The Whispering Pines Village charter, Article 3 Elections, 

Sec 3.2 states: ñThe Village Council shall be elected by the 

voters of the entire Village on an at-large basis.  The munic-

ipal elections in the Village of Whispering Pines shall be 

nonpartisan and decided by a simple plurality.ò  Despite 

this, the Moore County Republican Party promoted the three 

Republican candidates running for Council under their tent 

on Election Day. 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   3 November 1, 2021 

    Homes Pending 26 November 1, 2021 

    Homes sold   15 October 1-31, 2021 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2021:   150 
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Sign up by Wednesday, November 19th if you would like to par-
ticipate by reserving a tree through the SurveyMonkey link.  If you 
have questions, please contact Estelle 
at emakie@whisperingpinesnc.net.    Trees are available to Vil-
lage residents only.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVJQXDT 

 

SANTA IS COMING TO TOWN DECEMBER 4 

On December 4th at 5pm Santa will be at the event field and resi-

dents will be able to walk through the display.  Happy Dan, The 

Magic Man, will keep everyone entertained while they wait to see 

the trees.  

Village Christmas Events Schedule 

CHRISTMAS TREE WALK-THRUñSIGN UP BY NOV 19 

After the successful 2020 Christmas Tree Drive-thru event, this 

year residents and local organizations may decorate trees for a 

similar ñwalk-thruò event on the property at the end of Hardee Lane. 

We are looking for 30 families that would like to decorate the 
trees.  The trees will have to be decorated before Wednesday, 
December 1, 2021.  If the tree is not decorated by December 1, the 
family will lose their reserved tree and the tree will be offered to 
another family on the waiting list.  
 
The Village will provide a power cord for each tree for lights.  Use 
outdoor lights for decoration only; indoor lights trip the power when 
they get wet.  The tree display will stay up until December 31, 
2021. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FGVJQXDT%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR39XlH7uwPMiS7cTxfA46I7jikodZ1OvM3-YU3uzqULKf5mSKJftDnLYBg&h=AT0Sf45wRtW_c6_U1P8ZmP0BMvRXc72vh4x4LWUASqmFHoaCMmlvn-eXi7itlgx0AEPIStUytYickmqtEdIUqSAWBpEtMYPCx4vNbyz6
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Our History  

Volunteers Essential to Village 

While the recent Village Council election received much deserved 
attention, the Village is fortunate to have several additional tiers of 
organizations that contribute significantly to the overall well-being of 
the Village.   
 
The first is a set of official Boards and Committees established by 
the Council.  Currently there are 3 Boards: 
§ Planning and Zoning Board ð required by North Carolina Gen-

eral Statutes    
§ Lakes and Watershed Board (includes Muckrakers) 
§ Tree Board 
 
The Village Council has the latitude to establish, and appoint mem-
bers to, other Boards and Committees as needed.  These Boards 
can be permanent or designated as temporary. Past Boards in-
clude: 
§ Community Appearance Commission 
§ Utilities Board 
§ Board of Adjustment 
§ Recreation and Open Space Committee  
§ Open Space Utilization Committee 

 
Other organizations have been established by residents and also 
provide benefits to the Village: 
§ Whispers   
§ Garden Club 
§ The New Pitch 
§ Thrift Shop 
    
Organizations no longer active include: 
§ Piney Pipers  [see below] 
§ Good Hands Gang 
 
And now a special nod to a unique organization.  The Whispering 
Pines Fire Rescue Association, Inc., is a legal corporation that sup-
ports the Village Fire Rescue Department.  Without the Association, 
it is doubtful the Fire Rescue Department would be certified by the 
State. 
 
As seen by this wide variety of Boards/Committees/organizations, 
there are many opportunities to 
serve the Village of Whispering 
Pines.   
 
BE A VOLUNTEER!  

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

Active for many years, The Piney Pipers featured an ever-changing group of talented WP residents who staged musical revues a few 

times a year.  The notice shown below is extracted from the May 1988 issue of The Pitch.   

~  ~  ~  ~ 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Three of us ordered a dinner salad for an 
additional $2.  While there was nothing 
exotic about them, we agreed the salads 
were cold and crisp, with good dressings 
alongside.  They were served with a piece 
of crispy garlic toast. 

Her first time with us to Dine Out, Hannah 
ordered the Shrimp Scampi with linguini
($19.95) as did Benjamin.  Both pro-
nounced the dish ñexcellent,ò which includ-
ed a larger quantity of well-cooked shrimp 
than expected. Hannah said, ñI would defi-
nitely order this againò and Benjamin con-
curred, being ñhappy with everything.ò 

Caitlinôs Chicken Parmigiana was served 
with pasta and marinara sauce ($15.95).  
The chicken was ña large piece, as it 
should be, and tender,ò she said.  The 
mixed vegetable side dish included car-
rots, broccoli and green beans.  All in all, 
ñeverything was quite good.ò 

Brianna opted for the Penne Pasta Pri-
mavera.  ñI donôt recall this being offered at 
Whispering Woods Caf®,ò she said.  ñThe 
Alfredo-style sauce is creamy and tasty, 
neither too heavy nor too light, and com-
plements the fresh vegetables perfectly!ò  

For his meal, Chuck departed from the 
Italian theme and went for the full rack of 
Baby Back Ribs with BBQ sauce, also 
served with mixed vegetables and scal-
loped potatoes ($17.95).  ñI really enjoyed 
the ribs ð they were fork-tender and a 

really generous portion.  The slices of gar-
lic bread were also a nice addition to the 
meal.ò 

We skipped dessert as the two choices 
didnôt entice us, but we were all pretty full 
anyway. 

While the ambiance of the Central Park 
Ave. Bistro is nothing special, the restau-
rant provides a pleasant destination for a 
good meal.  A trip to the restrooms found 
them to be clean and fresh. The service is 
outstanding, especially in these days of 
short staffing.  If anything, it could have 

been slowed down a bit to 
better enjoy our meals and 
conversation.   

We each found the overall 
value to be exceptional. 

We wish the Central Park 
Ave. Bistro much success and know weôll 
be back. 

 

 

 

 

Central Park Ave. Bistro 

Olmstead Village 

Pinehurst 

Having closed his café at Whispering 
Woods last Spring, Anthony Beckeôs new 
Central Park Ave. Bistro is located in the 
former Ninaôs spot in Olmstead Village.  He 
greeted our party of five from behind the bar 
when we arrived without a reservation at 
6:30 on a pleasant Wednesday evening, 
and things were arranged to seat us 
promptly. 

Not much in the way of renovation has been 
done, with the full bar on the left as you 
enter and maybe 12 tables scattered about, 
including a couple of booths and a row of 
bench seating. 

The room was pretty full 
but somehow the sole 
waitress managed to take 
and bring our drinks or-
ders timely.  Reviewing 
the available beer op-
tions, Chuck was disap-
pointed there were no 
amber beers offered.  Both he and Benja-
min ordered bottled beers ($5) served cold. 
Caitlin noted her Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Briannaôs Chardonnay were both ña nice 
healthy pourò ($7).   Hannah opted for Diet 
Pepsi ($2). 

Benjamin and Brianna each started with the 
Shrimp Roll ($9.95), thinking it was same as 
the spring roll from Whispering Woods Café.  
Instead, these were a good-sized serving of 
a Sushi-style roll, very tasty, one order be-
ing plenty to share. 

By the time we ordered our entrées, the 
restaurant was full.   

The menu here offers some of the same 
items from the former Café along with some 
new ones.  Many items were Italian-
American in theme.  Most of the Thai-
inspired dishes are not available since there 
is a Thai restaurant just a few doors down, 
under the same ownership. 

Key to Ratings 
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Linda Christopher, Village Clerk and Zoning Administrator, recently 
received the International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) pres-
tigious Master Municipal Clerk certificate. 
 
The process started years ago when the former Village Clerk, Ge-
neva Wilson, left her job and Linda advanced to the position from 
her previous role as Office Manager.  It was clear she needed addi-
tional training to succeed.  The IIMC offered classes to become a 
óCertified Municipal Clerkô. The classes are designed to enhance 
the job performance of the Clerk in small and large municipalities 
(*see note).   Christopher joined the Association and put in the time. 
 
ñYears ago, I realized I truly loved my job and wanted to learn as 
much as I could and advance in it.ò 
 

The Village paid for her trainingð160 hours for education points 
and another 60 hours for professional pointsðto receive the initial 
level of achievement.  Fast forward seven years and Christopher 
has now gone up a step by earning the Master level, the purpose of 
which is to prepare for complex municipal duties. 
 

To attain the advanced MMC certificate, additional educational and 
professional points are required.   The Association recognizes years 
of service, plus conference attendance/hosting, serving on the re-
gional board of directors, joining a committee for the Association 
and/or International Institute (online), etc.  Itôs a slow accumulation of 
points which are not given out lightly. 
 
Christopher reflected, ñI wish someone had told me when I was 
youngeréto think about a job in local government, because I enjoy 
all aspects of it.ò  Now that she holds her Master Municipal Certifi-
cate, she smiled. ñI am definitely excited.ò 
 
*Note:  From IIMC.com. 

Christopher Receives Master 

Municipal Clerk Certificate 
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by Dolores Muller 

Culinary Sage 
 
Come November, it is time to think of Thanksgiving and all the 
delicious foods we consume as we feast that day. It brings to mind 
sage, a big player for many of us in the making of our turkey 
dressing. 

Not all sage (or sal-
via) is edible. Culinary 
sage refers to a small 
group of the genus 
Salvia. These are 
evergreen perennial 
subshrubs with wool-
ly, grayish leaves that 
add a musky, earthy 
freshness to foods. 

Spikes of purple/blue flowers appear in midsummer.  Sage should 
be planted in the cool days of fall or spring. November in our area 
is not too late to plant this herb. 
 
Garden or common sage (Salvia officinalis) is the most common 
type of sage used for cooking. You can also make tea from the 
leaves. It is a very hardy plant that bounces back in the spring 
even after a severely cold winter. This particular sage has soft, 
silvery green leaves that can be used fresh or dried. It has a medi-
um growth rate and may bloom the first year, depending on size 
and site.  You are really growing the plants for the leaves. Sage 
quickly becomes a small woody shrub that can need replacing 
every three to four years. Frequent harvesting and pruning help to 
reinvigorate sage plants. 
 
Allow the plants to grow unharvested for the first year, so they can 
become established. After that, you can harvest leaves at any 
time, although they are considered at their best before or just after 
blooming. You can even brush snow aside, should we have this 
white stuff, and harvest in the winter. Sage is also very happy 
growing in containers. 
 

Full sun is the best for a healthy sage plant. In our zone 7b, sage 
can handle some afternoon shade. It prefers moist but well 
drained soil that is moderately alkaline. Sage is drought tolerant, 
so water infrequently. 
 
Culinary sage should be pruned in the spring. Avoid pruning in the 
fall or winter since that can damage new growth.  Instead, just 
remove any dead blooms or stems. Never cut the plants to the 
ground. Sage plants can be propagated from root cuttings, trans-
plants or from seed. Buying small sage plants from a nursery is 
the easiest method to get an established plant quickly. 
 
Tender new sage leaves are more flavorful than older leaves on 
woody stems, so don't be afraid to harvest. The leaves are a popu-
lar poultry and meat seasoning. Sage leaves fried in butter served 
over pasta, such as cheese ravioli, are yummy.  
 
Sage stores well as a dried herb. The flavor is more intense if you 
dry the whole leaves and crumble them as needed. Sage keeps its 
flavor better if stored in the freezer.   Besides seasoning, sage 
leaves and branches are often featured in crafts such as wreaths, 
where they add color, texture, and scent.  
 
Legend has it that anyone who has sage planted in their garden is 
reputed to do well in business. 
 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-dry-and-store-herbs-1403397
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in your 

wildlife observations and pho-

tographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Itôs looking and sounding more like winter around Whispering 
Pines!  Juncos, Goldfinches and others are showing some interest 
in feeders.  American Robins, Cedar Waxwings and assorted black-
birds will be arriving in droves any day, stripping dogwood berries 
and draining bird baths everywhere. 
 
And then there are the waterfowl: the diversity of ducks is growing 
on our lakes by the week.  The first Buffleheads are back on Spring 
Valley Lake.  Pied-billed Grebes and Ring-necked Ducks have 
been around even longer.   Double-crested Cormorants and even 
the odd Common Loon will be appearing any day to take advantage 
of the small fish our larger lakes have to offer. 
 
There is no telling what the colder weather will bring bird-wise to 
the Village this season.  After last yearôs mega finch invasion with 
purple finches, pine siskins, red crossbills and evening grosbeaks 
all over the state, as well as red-breasted nuthatches, this winter 
may be fairly dull.  Early indicators are that seed and cone crops up 
north are quite good, so those feathered mobs will likely remain at 
higher latitudes in the months 
to come.  Depending on how 
cold it gets in the upper Mid-
west, waterfowl could get 
pushed this way by early in 
2022.  If the Great Lakes are 
significantly frozen, then ducks, 
loons, grebes and more tend to 
show up in our open waters.  
And since I am a big fan of 
waterbirds, I for one am hoping 
this happens!   
 
For the next three months, keep a 
sharp eye out at your feeders and water features. The activity will 
escalate with colder temperatures as the natural food is depleted.  
Finches from the far north may make appearances again this winter 
as might orioles and perhaps a hardy winter hummingbird.  If you 
see anything you cannot identify, do not hesitate to get in touch! 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

ðFrank Ripp 

 

 
The annual local Christmas Bird Count will be coming up Decem-
ber 19th.  Two teams will again be covering Whispering Pines.   
Dawn to dusk they will be searching for each and every bird they 
can find to assist in Audubonôs 122nd annual inventory.  Winter 
avian diversity should be good by Sunday, December 19th.  But we 
need help from people willing to count in their yards and at feed-
ers.  If you are willing to spend a few hours helping us boost our 
total, contact me as soon as possible.  You need not be an expert 
birdwatcher to participate. 

Annual Christmas Bird Count 

December 19 

Eastern Towhee 

ðBrenda Larrymore 

 

Red Head Duck 

ðSusan Campbell 
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Lunar phases for the next four weeks:  
§ Friday, November 19:  Full Moon (aka ñBeaver or Frost 
Moonò) This is followed by 11 days of the ówaningô moon, 
(shadow on the right side of the moon) heading towards the 
final quarter moon on Saturday, November 27.   

§ Youôll see the waning crescent moon through December 3.  
This builds to the first quarter moon on December 10. 

§ New moon (completely dark) on December 4.   
§ Now begins the ówaxingô moon phase (shadow is on the left 

side) revealing a wider crescent moon until December 10.   
§ Next phase is the waxing gibbous moon through December 

17.  These last few days of gibbous moon will appear to be a 
full moon, very bright, but technically it isnôt a full moon until 
the 18th. 

 
Planets to look for on Thanksgiving 
Venus is really the only planet that will have ógreatô visibility at 
8pm on Thanksgiving.  You might get a chance to also see Jupi-
ter, which sets at 11:03 pm. 
 
Other amusements   

§ A Leonid meteor shower will occur Nov. 16-17 after midnight.  
Possible to see 15 or so óshooting starsô an hour. 

§ If you happen to be visiting Antarctica in December (itôs sum-
mer there), youôll see a total eclipse of the sun. 

 

Star Gazing 

Lunar Eclipse (partial) 
Our region should be able to see the second lunar eclipse of the 
year on November 19.  This is when the moon slips into Earthôs 
shadowðbut not completelyðlasting nearly 3 ½ hours.  Set your 
alarm, it begins around 2am.   

Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the follow-

ing residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

Michael B Haberstumpf (43), passed away October 10. 

Edward D Reilly (90), passed away October 21. 

Janell Burditt (90), passed away November 7. 
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Duplicate Bridge  

On the first Wednesday of each month a duplicate bridge game is 

held at the Country Club of Whispering Pines.  The fun begins at 

10:30 am with a break for lunch at the club at noon.  The comple-

tion of 24 to 28 boards is around 3 pm.  Additional players are 

wanted!  Contact Joan Bruno 910 949 4172 or email  

jbruno@embarqmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Ladies of the Afternoon Literary Society will next 

meet on Wednesday, November 17 at 3pm at the Community 

Building on Rayôs Bridge Road.  The discussion book is The Chick-

en Sisters by K.J. DellôAntonia.  Contact Carolyn Ward 919-880-

6406 or Lynne Weaver 910-975-5354. 

Garden Club 

The Whispering Pines Thrift shop will be closed the Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday of Thanksgiving week. The Shop will be open 
Saturday, November 27th from 10 AM to 1PM. 
 
Wednesday, December 1 will be our final Porch Sale of the year 
(weather permitting).  Stop by for Bargains Galore!  Porch sale 
hours are 9 AM to 1 PM. 
 
Our final day of operations for 2021 will be Saturday, December 18.  
We will reopen Wednesday, January 5, 2022. 
 
We at the Thrift shop would like to thank all our donors and our 
shoppers for making 2021 another successful year and we wish all 
of you a very happy and safe Holiday Season. 

Holidays are fast approaching, and it is once again time to plan for 
our annual Holiday wreath-making project for members only.  The 
wreaths are placed at our park locations around the village. If you 
have never made a wreath, instructions will be given.  It is pretty 
simple! 
  
Wreath making will start at 3:30 pm. on Tuesday, November 30, at 
the Community Center.   It takes about an hour to make a wreath 
(give or take). 
 
If you would like to make a wreath, please reply to Kathy 
at kboyle@usa.net.  Be sure to sign up early so we can finalize our 
plans. We will need you to bring your own cutters, gloves, apron, 
and backyard greeneryðnothing with thorns or berries that pop off 
easily (like Nandina).    Please put your cut greens, about 12-18 
inches long, in a bucket.  We supply the wreath forms, bows, wire, 
and some additional base greens.   
 

Details of the December 7th meeting and party are below. 

 


