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Glenn Bernhard is New Mayor 

A Newspaper featuring Village News, Chit Chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from the Pines.ò 

With two days on the job, The New Pitch 
had a few questions for the newly elected 
mayor: 
 
Explain the role of mayor in our village. 

ñ(Itôs) easily defined, a simple one:  The 
mayor is only the official head of the vil-
lageðto sign papers, attend ceremonies or 
concerts, things of that nature, and to also 
chair meetings.  Other than that, the mayor 
should work in unison with the rest of the 
Council if possible, and to work together as 
a team in a non-partisan way.ò 
 
Do you expect your style to be different 
than that of former mayors? 

ñI donôt believe so.  I think all previous 
mayors/councils had one thing in common:  

óThe good of the Villageô and to keep our 
mission statement intact, such as a quiet 
residential area.  I think thatôs still what 
the residents want, and as public serv-
ants, we have a duty to fulfill that.ò 

There is creativity galore in the Christmas Tree Walk-Thru as evidenced by this tree that 

is ñdressed for the holly-days,ò designed by the Garden Club.  Trees are lit in the eve-

nings and will be available for viewing through month-end.  You wonôt want to miss it! 

Christmas Tree Walk-Thru ~ Lovely!  

 
Would you like to say anything to the 
residents of WP? 

ñThank you for their continued support 
and also for the rest of Council for having 
the faith in me to elect me as Mayor.  I 
think weôll all work togetherðresidents 
includedðas part of a team.   Iôd like to 
hear more from the residents, whether at 
Council meetings or work sessions, or to 
write in, giving your beliefs and opinions 
of where the village should go.ò 
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The Country Club of Whispering Pines is sponsoring a New Yearôs 

Eve party (see ñOut & About, page 21) including dinner and music 

to be held in the club ballroom on December 31 beginning at 7pm. 

The event is open to all.  Reservations required by December 23.  

Contact Deanna at 949-3000x329 or kbarefoot@browngolf.net. 

Celebrate!  Celebrate!  

Dance to the Music! 

HOLIDAY TRASH  

COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
 

 

Whereas both Christmas and New Yearôs  

fall on Saturdays this year, there is  

NO CHANGE to the Whispering Pines 

 trash or recycling collection schedule. 
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Village Council Meeting Highlights 

November 16, 2021 

Council members present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Glenn Bernhard 
(Mayor Pro-Tem), Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob Zschoche.  
Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Jason 
Graham, Police Chief, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director. 
There were 40 residents in the gallery. 
 
General Public Comments 
 
§ Joan Bruno of Pine Crescent Drive said she didnôt recall the 
local county ópartyô getting involved in Whispering Pines vil-
lage election since it is non-partisan and found it disturbing. 
She asked that the local officials never let it happen again. 

§ Ms. Christopher read a letter from Rich and Chris Mancuso 
regarding the candidate forum expressing concern that not 
all candidates were invited. (Edit note: The Candidate 
Forum was not run by the village.). In part, the letter 
said,  ñWe should be united in our desires to live in a thriving 
community together.  Donôt we have enough divisiveness on 
a national level?ò 

 
Consent Agenda 
 
Consider December ñDigital Inclusion Month.ò  The Moore County 
Digital Inclusion Task Force is gathering information regarding 
household access to broadband, and encourages all of us to go 
online (https://ncbroadband.gov/survey) or call 919-750-0553 to 
take a short survey to help facilitate the expansion of broadband 
in Moore County.   Approved 5-0 
 
Public Hearing-Informal on proposed Skate Park behind Village 
Hall 
§ Mr. Lambdin shared that the NC Statute has rules laid out for 

an unsupervised park; municipality must have regulations for 
the operation.  The proposal is-- 
ß Signage to eliminate liability from injuries to the 

village  
ß Personal protection equipment (helmets, padding, 

etc.) 
ß Village would put in and maintain rampsðnot the 

users 
ß User assumes all risks 
ß Users will be Whispering Pines residents only 
ß Hours are 6am ï 9pm except when there is a meet-

ing in Council chambers 
ß User must acknowledge rules by signing/initialing 

form at Village Hall; a $5.00 fee per year, issued a 
sticker  

§ Mr. Lambdin also noted that this is not intended to be a full-
blown skate park or an area for future Olympians.   

There were 12 people in the room who offered their feedback dur-
ing an informal public hearing. Most were users (youngsters and 
young adults) plus a few adults and parents.  They were mainly 
excited that the park was available.  Several have made new 
friends at the park, and want it to be safe.  Some were annoyed 
that it wouldnôt be open to outsiders (Note: guest pass has been 
proposed) and thought having a sticker has its problems.  Others 
wanted the park enlarged with more surface area.   
 
However, other residents were concerned with the noise ñwhich is 
every dayò and there are too many people there. Two speakers 
who did not live in the village were happy that Whispering Pines 
had a place to skate (that they used). 
 
Council then decided to have a special session on November 30 to 
discuss this issue (see page 4). 
 
New Business 
 
§ Nearly 41 acres of land at 4081 Niagara-Carthage Road was 

approved (5-0) for annexation into the Village.  There were no 
public comments. 

§ Two considerations to amend Chapter H and chapter J of the 
Code of Ordinances pertaining to animal control and potential 
penalties were discussed at length. The changes are to help 
clarify language for law enforcement and to meet with new 
Senate Bill 300 which decriminalizes certain ordinances.  Both 
Chapter changes were approved 5-0. 

§ Proposed amendment to the LDO pertaining to the ETJ over-
lay district was discussed.  There were consistency issues 
with allowing chickens and above ground pools.  The measure 
was not approved 4-1, with Mayor Roberts in the minority. 

 
Next regular Council meeting:  December 8 at 6pm, Village Hall. 
 

Mayor Alexa Roberts and out-going Councilman Bob 

Zschoche share a laugh at his retirement party November 16. 

https://ncbroadband.gov/survey)%20or%20call%20919-750-0553
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All council members were in attendance:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, 
Mayor Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pamela Harris, and 
Bob Zschoche.  Staff members included Rich Lambdin, Village 
manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, and Bob Kissinger, Pub-
lic Works Director.  There were several people in the gallery. 
 
The special meeting was called to discuss the proposed óskate park/
padô located in the rear parking lot of Village Hall. 
 
Mr. Lambdin reiterated that liability and cost to the Village were the 
main issues and gave a short presentation reviewing the rules and 
regulations necessary to conform to the Villageôs insurance policy, 
risk management, and budget. 
 
Council had several points of additional concerns: 
§ Hours of operation (changed to 9am ïsunset) 
§ Under 12 must be accompanied by an adult 
§ Subjective issues such as noise, profane language 
§ Exclusive use for Whispering Pines residents (will require stick-

er to be placed on helmet)-no guests 

§ Capacity (6) 
§ Protective gear must be worn by 

all participants 
 
Liability Waiver Requirement 
Users of the skate pad will be required 
to sign/initial a liability waiver agree-
ment when registering to receive a 
helmet sticker, thus eliminating poten-
tial lawsuits to the Village. 
 
Village staff reserves the right to close 
the area at any time for any reason.  A 
ñClosedò sign will be made. 
 
Mr. Conway voiced his concern that this was ñécatering to a small 
portion of our village.  We donôt want to put a lot on Public 
Workséò  (Note:  Public Works would be charged with maintenance 
of the skate pad.) 
 
Ms. Harris also said that the noise factor ran counter to her pledge 
as a council member to keep Whispering Pines a quiet community. 
 
There were several comments from the gallery, including: 
 
§ Linda Vandercook (to be sworn in as a new Council member on 
December 8):  ñThis is an activity you do with your friends, and 
to increase your skills. ñ  She said that the current location is 
insufficient (size). 

§ Katherine Rice:  ñéthe noise will be significantðacross the 
street and down the lake.ò  She went on to say that (the park) 
will become a feature, one that everybody wants to come from 
everywhere.  ñItôs appalling what you are subjecting the resi-
dents to.  It should be in an industrial area.ò 

§ Gail Julian:  ñHow can you have any rules for an unsupervised 
park?ò 

 
In the end, Council approved 4-1 (Ms. Harris dissenting) in favor of 
the skate park/pad.   
The moratorium for use of the pad (February 8, 2022) was amended 
(5-0) with a target opening day of December 20.  
 
Next regular Council meeting:  6 pm, December 8, 2021 

Village CouncilñSpecial Meeting Highlights 

November 30, 2021  
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Village Council Highlights 

December 8, 2021 

All council members present, staff members included Rich Lamb-
din, Village Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Gra-
ham, Finance Officer, and Jason Graham, Police Chief.  There 
were approximately 18 in the gallery. 
 
After the Pledge of Allegiance, Linda Christopher presided over the 
next few minutes of the meeting.  She read the official election re-
sults from November 2.  The top three candidates and their vote 
counts are listed below: 
 
 Pam Harris (incumbent)   670  
 Andy Conway (incumbent)   656 
 Linda Vandercook   548 
 
Ms. Christopher then swore in these elected council members for 
their four-year term. 
 
The new council voted on who shall be the presiding mayor.  Coun-
cilwoman Harris nominated Glenn Bernhard; no other nominations 
were offered, and he was confirmed unanimously.  Former Mayor 
Roberts nominated Ms. Harris as Mayor Pro Tem; she was con-
firmed 5-0.  Ms. Christopher conducted the swearing-in of their 
respective offices; Mr. Bernhard, as mayor, presided over the bal-
ance of the meeting. 
 
General Public Comments 

§ Deb Castle suggested there be a gravel path on Lakeshore 
Drive near the curve for pedestrian safety. She also requested 
an additional outside light at the Community Building. 

§ Joan Bruno thanked the village staff for the Christmas tree 
walk-thru across from the Police Station 

§ Matt Hintz asked for signage on Lakeview that would caution 
drivers to watch for children in the neighborhood and also 
asked that the speed limit be lowered to 20mph. 

 
Ms. Roberts thanked the village for the Santa parade, specifically 
mentioning Glenn Bernhard who played Santa, as well as talking 
about the many volunteer activities he (and his wife, Josephine) 
have participated in over the years.  In kind, Mayor Bernhard 
thanked Ms. Roberts for her service as mayor.  ñFor two years she 
sat up here and did what she felt was the best for the villageé
thank you for doing a very good job.ò 
 
Report from the Village Manager 
§ Mr. Lambdin said the new date for the completion of the Lake-

view Drive bridge is March 10. 

§ Signage, stickers, etc., have been completed for the opening 
of the skate park on December 20.  All other parks in the vil-
lage will have new signage. 

New Business 

§ Council offered ideas for next monthôs work sessions regarding 
Rules of Procedure:  agenda development template, checklist 
for new council members, media questions, among others.  

§ There will be two work sessions next month:  January 5th and 
January 26th.  Check the calendar online for additional meeting 
dates for Council and other boards.  
(www.whisperingpinesnc.net)  

 
 
Next regular Council meeting:  January 11 at 6pm, Village Hall. 
 

http://www.whisperingpinesnc.net
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Meetings/Community Events/Significant Incidents  

§ 11/6/21:  Smoke Alarm Campaign ï Airport Road, Lavender 
Drive & Periwinkle Court 

ß Attempted contact:  66 
ß Made contact:  32 
ß Alarms tested:  3 

§ 11/19/21: FRC met with WP Police Chief to discuss a 
response to an illegal burning. 

§ 11/21/21: (7:00am) ï Working House Fire, Rabbit Trail Cy-
press Pointeð(Vass, Woodlake, Cameron area) 

ß 511 (Engine) responded with three personnel 
ß WP firefighters assisted fire attack & overhaul 
ß 516 (Tanker) responded with two personnel 

Water supply, two loads of water (6,000 gal-
lons) 

Type of Call 
2020 Nov 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 35 59 533 67 

Building Fire 102 15 9 15 99 12 

Outside Fire 21 3 4 7 56 7 

Fire Alarm 57 8 6 10 39 5 

Service Call 26 4 2 3 32 4 

Vehicle Accident 40 6 3 5 19 2 

Storm Damage 42 6 0 0 11 1 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 6 1 

Hazardous Con-

dition 
12 2 0 0 6 1 

Aircraft Emer-

gency 
3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   59   801   

§ 11/25/21: (12:11pm) ï Working House Fire, Esther Road 
(Eastwood) 

ß 512 (Engine) responded with three personnel 
ß WP firefighters assisted with fire attack, salvage & 

overhaul 
ß Four personnel remained at station and responded 

to a Fire Alarm in Whispering Pines 
Staffing  

§ We added one additional experienced part-time firefighter/
driver that will improve our ability to maintain our minimum 
staffing.  

§ Probationary FF/EMT Alex Logwood successfully completed 
his 6-month probationary period and has been reclassified to 
FF/EMT-full time. 
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Incident Type NOV 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 1  

  Larceny 0 17  

  Vandalism 0 4  

  Assault 1 7  

  Fraud 4 4  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 4 38  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 1 5  

  Barking dog (warning) 1 4  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 2 151  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 2  

 Right-of-way (warning) 11 150  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 1 23  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 1 18  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

April 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,026 

May 24 4 4 1 103 118 53 74 354 1,114 

June 21 9 16 4 88 97 67 88 432 990 

July 12 8 11 0 107 127 69 91 512 1,065 

August 12 7 11 0 88 102 42 53 539 1,080 

September 22 4 11 4 93 104 74 101 431 954 

October 17 3 5 1 126 150 73 100 276 1,072 

November 21 6 8 9 77 84 56 75 260 891 

TOTAL 221 62 98 29 1,050 1,199 659 914 4,201 11,143 

BE MINDFUL AT THIS HOLIDAY TIME 

 

ILLEGAL USE OF ACCOUNTS 

Chief Jason Graham reminds us that especially during this holiday 

season, thieves are hard at work trying to get access to our person-

al account data.  ñWith the increase in on-line buying, itôs a good 

practice to periodically check your  credit card and bank statements 

to ensure they are in line with your purchases,ò the Chief said.   

 

PORCH PIRATES 

These are the ñgrinchesò that steal boxes delivered to our front 

porches when weôre not looking.  ñIf youôre not going to be home 

and are expecting a delivery, line up a neighbor to watch for you.  

Or you can call the WP Police Department ahead of time to arrange 

for us to collect the package for you,ò the Chief offered. 
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Carol Abken, with the NC Division of Environment Assistance and 

Customer Service, asked us to take at least this one thing away 

from the Moore County recycling meeting on October 14:  that is, 

ñPlease donôt use plastic bags.ò  Moore County Solid Waste Man-

agement has been on a campaign to encourage folks to recycle 

ñquality, not quantity.ò  Guidelines changed within the industry 

when China banned unprocessed plastic and mixed paper in 2017.  

According to David Lambert, Solid Waste Director with Moore 

County Solid Waste, they had to sort through the recycling to sepa-

rate out contaminated waste.  ñWe sometimes ópaid twiceô when 

our recyclables were rejected at our materials recovery facility 

(MRF) because they were too contaminated,ò Lambert said.  ñWe 

paid to truck it over and we paid to truck it back, and it ended up in 

the land fill.  It costs more to process contaminated recycling than 

trash.ò 

Because municipalities in Moore County had different guidelines on 

what to recycle, the County and the municipalities wanted to estab-

lish a single countywide standard for recycling.  In 2019 they got 

together to develop a clear set of standards for all of Moore Coun-

ty. The dos and donôts of the program #Recyclemoore are ex-

Recycling:  An Update 

plained in a video that circulated on social media featuring Eli 

Brown, a North Moore student. It can be seen on the website, 

www.moorecountync.gov/solid-waste.   

So, what should we be doing? The widely-distributed chart below 

tells the story.   

DO RECYCLE THESE ITEMS 

 The new terminology is bottles, jugs and jars (plastic with necks) 

ð things like shampoo bottles, laundry detergent jugs and water 

bottles.  Itôs OK to leave on the label. Be sure any cardboard is not 

contaminated with food. You donôt need to crush aluminum cans. 

The sorting machines may not recognize the ball of aluminum, but 

it recognizes a can. Wrapping paper is OK but with no foil or metal-

lic finish. 

άtƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ōŀƎǎΦέ 

τ/ŀǊƻƭ !ōƪŜƴΣ b/ 5ƛǾ ƻŦ 

9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
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DONõT RECYCLE THESE ITEMS 

No plastic bags, plastic film and plastic wrap. It will clog up ma-

chines and have to be removed manually.  Many grocery stores will 

take them.  No Tupperware, clam shells, yogurt containers, cottage 

cheese containers or pizza boxes. 

Donôt bag recyclables.  Lambert said, ñThis is the most common 

problem. Leave them loose in the recycle container.ò  Lambert also 

said the industry is moving away from using the numbers on plastic 

because it can be misleading.  He said those numbers do not tell 

you whatôs acceptable for recycling but what the plastic is made 

from.  Nylon rope is #1 yet itôs not recyclable.  And some plastics 

can be recycled, but are not part of the Moore County program. 

Rigid plastics (#5 and #6) are an example.  They can be recycled, 

but itôs too expensive to ship to a plant that handles that type.  

Lambertôs advice: ñWhen it doubt, throw it out.ò He said again, qual-

ity not quantity is the key to a successful recycling program. 

GLASS 

Whispering Pines no longer accepts glass for recycling.  Recycling 

costs are based on weight and the County MRF doesnôt want it.  It 

can damage their machines. Individuals can recycle glass by drop-

ping it off at one of seven locations listed on the web site.  Moore 

County, in turn, sends it to Strategic Materials in Wilson, NC where 

it is recycled. 

TRICKY ITEMS 

Many items can be recycled, but not in curbside pickup. The web-

site  has a Frequently Asked Questions section that explains how 

to handle a long list of materials, such as metal, motor oil, anti-

freeze, clothing, paint and many more, and where and when they 

can be dropped off.  Their phone number is 910-947-3637. 

  

Abken offered a final tip. The holidays 

are coming.  She suggested that we 

ñWrap packages in brown craft paper 

and tie them with string.ò  Then recy-

cle. 

David Lambert, Solid Waster Director-Moore County, 

Solid Waste, asks us to keep contaminated items out of 

the recycling as ñit costs more to process contaminated 

recycling than trash.ò 
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Our History  

A History of Former Council Members 

With the addition of our newest Council member, Linda Vander-
cook, #55, we look back at the line of former Council Members.  
Numbers assigned begin in 1969 when the first Council was elect-
ed.  

Former members currently living in Whispering Pines:  

#37   Bob Zschoche 
#38   Randy Saunders 
#40   Skip Gebhardt 
#41   Molly Boggis 
#44   Ed Blackwell 
#46   Abbe Allen 
#47   Colin Webster 
#49   Denise Racey 

 

Former members living in the immediate area: 

#29  Phil Ward---Southern Pines 
#34  Don Delauter---Southern Pines 
#45  Michelle Lexo---Pinehurst 
 

Village resident Judith Sams is the widow of Paul Sams, #42 
Village resident Marcia Osborne is the widow of Jerry Osborne, #43  
 

A former member link:   

§ Current Village resident Bob Tate saw his father serve as 
Council Member #25 in the early 90ôs 

§ Council Member Florence Keith, #35, married Mayor Bob 
Zschoche in 2009.  Florence passed away in 2012. 

 

In 2009, the filing period for Whispering Pines Council was extend-
ed because only 2 people had filed for 3 open seats.  On Election 
Day, 2 write-in candidates were among the 3 people elected.  

 

Additional item of note:  In 2017, voters elected Connie Reed to a 
two-year term.  Although she died prior to Election Day, the law 
declared her the winner.  Council members appointed her replace-
ment after interviewing a group of interested candidates.  

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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bers.  But the village was growing 
and council management was no 
longer viable.  ñWe (the Council) 
changed the village from a council 
form of government to having a 
manager.  Since municipalities do 
not have rights of their own,ò Bob 
explained, ñwe had to get the OK 
from the state.ò  To do this re-
quired updating the Village Char-
ter and then working with our state 
representative to get the request 
passed by the state legislature.  
ñEvery townôs charter is a state 
law.  The process took over a year, but it 
is the thing I am most proud to have been 
a part of,ò he said.  Now the village is man-
aged by full-time professionals. 

Hardee Owned Everything 

In the beginning, Mr. Hardee owned the 
lakes, the golf courses, the roads.  Resi-
dents owned their lotsðperiod.  By char-
ter, developers had to offer 5% open 
space.  ñI was concerned that the village 
was adding residents but not open space,ò 
Zschoche said.  ñI pushed to add open 
space, and continued to do so throughout 
my years of service. When I first came on 
Council, the village owned 35-40 pieces of 
property.  Today it owns over 100 ð some 
big, some small.ò  Current village rules 
require 25-30% open space for new subdi-
visions.  Lot sizes have also been in-
creased. 

Mr. Hardee eventually donated the five 
original lakes and parks to the village ð 
mainly because the dams needed atten-
tion and Hardee was financially strapped.  
The state warned that if the dams werenôt 
fixed, they would breech them.  Residents 
came to the rescue and passed a bond 
issue to repair the dams and Hardee then 
agreed to donate the dams and lakes to 
the village.  ñWe need to continue mainte-
nance of the dams,ò Zschoche stated, and 
is pleased to have made the dam repair 
fund a reality. 

 

Taking His Own Look Back 

After 16 years serving on the Village 

Council, several as Mayor, Bob 

Zschoche shocked us by not running 

this year.  Here we take our own look 

back at Bobôs personal history and his 

many contributions to Whispering 

Pines. 

 

Bob Zschoche was born in Iowa but, due to 
his dadôs work in the lumber business, the 
family moved around the Midwest a lot, 
taking Bob to schools in Iowa, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Mississippi, and Ohio.  
He ended up studying International Rela-
tions at Ohio State University, where he 
also participated in Army ROTC.  Fulfilling 
his commitment brought him two tours in 
Vietnam with the Army Artillery.   

He subsequently decided to make the US 
Army his career, serving for the next 30 
years and retiring as a Colonel.  His wife, 
Janet, passed away after he retired, so Bob 
moved to Whispering Pines in 2002, near 
his daughter, Ann, whose husband was 
stationed at Fort Bragg. (His son, Robert 
Jr., lives in Northern Virginia.) 

Once in the village, Bob volunteered for the 
Community Appearance Commission and 
began attending council meetings.  Eventu-
ally, he wanted to do more than watch and 
listenðhe wanted a vote.  He credits then 
Appearance Commission Chair Bob Tice 
for promoting his candidacy and helping 
him get elected.   

When he became a council member, Bob 
remembers going through old village files to 
educate himself.  He didnôt want to repeat 
history, and began to question things.  Bob 
shared a few of the more memorable ac-
complishments during his tenure. 

 

Village Management Change 

Some may not know that initially the village 
was managed by the council members 
themselves.  Village servicesðpolice, fire, 
etc., all reported to individual council mem-

LDO Passage 

Other accomplishments included working 
to get the Land Development Ordinance 
(LDO) completed, ñto stay ahead of the 
developers.ò  And he worked with others to 
team up the Fire and Rescue Squads, 
which had been separate entities. 

 

In his spare time, Bob enjoys the Garden 
Club and keeping up with village activities 
by attending other various board meetings.  
His hobby is model trains, and is a mem-
ber of the Railroad Historical Society.  His 
particular interest is in the original Norfolk 
Southern Railroad.  With two children, four 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren, 
it would seem thereôs plenty to keep him 
occupied. 

 

His advice for new council members?  

§  Donôt be too quick to change an ordi-
nance.  It is there for a reason.  The 
villageôs liability is over-arching, so we 
need ordinances that mitigate that 
liability. 

§ You canôt do things by yourself. 

 

Our thanks to Bob for his years of service 

to Whispering Pines. 

 

Look for Bobôs columns and features 

in future issues of The New Pitch. 



12 

Only one of us ordered an appetizer since 
we were anticipating beef dinners.  The 
fried green tomatoes ordered by Benjamin 
came out ñhot, crispy and deliciousða big 
thumbs up.ò 

Our dinners included the choice of two 
sides, and although we were still reeling 
from no salad bar, the garden salads pro-
vided were fresh, with ñvery goodò salad 
dressing according to Chuck.  Ben said 
the Caesar salad was ñexcellent,ò but Bri-
anna thought it had a bit too much dress-
ing for her taste. 

Destiny ordered a small filet ($28) medium
-well, and although it had a good taste, 
she found it a bit too well-done, a bit dry.  
Dylan opted for the Cedar-wrapped salm-
on filet.  ñIt was thick, crisp on the outside 
and perfectly cooked on the inside.ò  His 
side of broccoli was cold, however. 

Chuck went for the Beefeater Broil ($25), 
consisting of beef medallions, shrimp and 
French fries and found it very good.  ñThe 
shrimp were small but in good quantity, 
and the sauces and au jus matched up 
well.ò   

Caitlinôs small filet ($28) was cooked medi-
um-rare as ordered and was ñpretty flavor-
ful, although it could have been a bit juici-
er.ò  She ate the entire (large) baked pota-
to, so I guess it was to her liking. 

Ben likes to order the óend cutô from a 
prime rib ($32).  ñIt was an absolute ó10ô ð 
the best Iôve ever had,ò he raved.  ñReally 
good, juicy, cooked just right.ò 

Brianna ordered the small Ribeye ($28), 
medium-rare.  It was good although not as 
juicy as some.  The smashed red potato 
was ok, too, but again, a bit dry, not 
creamy. 

Dessert was out of the question as our 
meals were all quite filling, with several 
some taking home fairly large portions. 

With its traditional ambiance and pricing, 
we thought Beefeaters provided a nice 
dining experience and a more reasonable 
value than some of the other steak places.  
Service was good overall and we each had 
a positive experience that Beefeaters is 
able to replicate each time we come.  
Thatôs the sign of a good restaurant. 

     

 

Beefeaters 

672 SW Broad Street 

Southern Pines 

Beefeaters has been around for a long 
timeðsince before 1994ðusually a good 
sign for a restaurant.  Those in our party of 
six on a Thursday evening had all been to 
the restaurant before and loved its re-
nowned salad bar.  Unfortunately, Covid 
has eliminated that specialty. 

The ambiance at Beefeaters is just what 
you think of when you conjure up a tradition-
al steakhouse in the Pinehurst area ð com-
fortably lit, soft music, golf décor.  In fact, 
there was a group of (obvious) golfers seat-
ed at the next table from us.  The bar is in a 
separate room and offers burgers and regu-
lar menu items in a more casual atmos-
phere.  The rather dated restrooms are 
clean but somewhat crampedðcurtains, not 
doors to the stalls.  The bathroom floor was 
wet and caused one of our diners to slip. 

We had a reservation for 6:30 pm and were 
seated and greeted promptly by our server, 
who seemed to be a real pro.  She brought 
our wine orders timely, but those getting bar 
orders had to wait a bit longer.  We noticed 
that although we were served nice warm 
rolls and butter, there were no butter knives 
at our place settings, only steak knives. 

Key to Ratings 
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Triangle Land Conservancy is headquartered in Durham, but its 
umbrella reaches close to us in Moore County. (I reported on White 
Pines Nature Preserve located between Sanford and Pittsboro a 
year or so ago.) Johnston Mill Nature Preserve is one in a set of 
protected lands which hopscotch from Duke Forest all the way 
across the Orange and Durham County lines to Eno River State 
Park. The preserve is named for the family that farmed here start-
ing in the mid-1700ôs.  Of course prior to the 1750ôs, the land 
around New Hope Creek was utilized for hundreds of years by na-
tive peoples. 

 

We parked at the main entrance on 
Mt. Sinai Road. If you forget to 
download the pdf provided on the 
TLC website, take a photo of the 
trail map on the placard before you 
head into the preserve. The park-
ing lot was surprisingly full for a 
weekday.  After walking five 
minutes or so, we crossed paths 
with a gaggle of UNC students 

wearing big smiles, heading back to their cars. A little further on, we 
passed a smaller group off the trail near a fallen tree trunk with 
baskets draped on their forearms, foraging for mushrooms.  Mush-
rooms, what a year for themðeven in the Sandhills!  As we left the 
fungi gatherers behind, the trail quieted down to just us and our feet 
skimming last yearôs leaf litter. 

 

Robinôs Trail hugs New Hope Creek and the wooded areas sur-
rounding it. The creek shimmies through the preserve providing 
sunny little rock outcrops and a few steeper vegetation-covered 
ridges that slide into the water. The weather has been unseasona-
bly hot and humid these early fall days so only a hiccup of seasonal 
changes displayed themselves; some mottled leaves dotted the 
trails and branches above us, thatôs it ï no stunning swaths of color 
in the October canopy. Chlorophyll requires a cold snap to turn 
leaves into the rich autumn colors that wow us annually. By the 
time this report heads to print, we will most likely have experienced 
some chilly nights to add to our autumn palette. 

 

Our plan was to traverse the entire perimeter of this property.  We 
swung west on the Old Field Bluff Trail. This route circles back after 
a bit to the south and connects to the Beech Loop which winds its 
way back to Robinôs Trail. The most glorious, humongous tulip pop-

lars welcomed us in pairs and small clusters along the way. The 
woods here feel denser than some of the parks Iôve reported on re-
cently. It provided the kind of space that dissolves the past and fu-
ture. There we were - right in it, embraced by the forestôs innate in-
terconnectedness. 

 

This hike is on the short side, 3.5 miles and I consider it a very easy 
one. More and more lately, Iôm feeling the pull to travel further dis-
tances away from Whispering Pines to relax. Is it the complete new-
ness of far-flung places that gives my brain what it needs to settle? I 
donôt really know. This park is only an hour away and we certainly 
left Johnston Mill Preserve with refreshed hearts and minds. Some-
times all thatôs needed is a couple of hours of immersion in the near-
by woods to reconnect. 

Johnston Mill Nature Preserve 

2713 Mt Sinai Road 

Chapel Hill, NC 
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