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On June 24, The Whispering Pines Thrift 
Shop distributed a total of $15,603 to the 
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§ Senior Enrichment Center of Moore 
County 

§ Whispering Pines Fire/Rescue Dept. 
§ Whispering Pines Police Department 
 
A spokeswoman for the organization said, 
ñThe dedication and loyalty of our volun-
teers and customers is what keeps the 
shop up and running.  It is because of this 
joint effort that the Shop was able to make 
these donations.  Thank you to each and 
every individual who supports us so that 
we can share with others.ò 
 
Located on Vass-Carthage Road, the Thrift 
Shop is open Wednesday-Thursday from 
10am-1pm, and Saturday Noon-3pm. 

Thrift Shop Announces Donations 

FLIPPING OVER IT!  The newly-installed ñBouncefloatò at Thagardôs 

Lakeview Park is getting rave reviews from kids and parents alike.  It is 

anchored well and not easily turned over. 

Yes, You Heard Right ñ

Air Traffic is Up 

Story, page 8 
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The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was at-
tended by Shane Stauffer, Chair, Chris Bishop, Mike Boyle, Deb 
Castle, Dean Kalles (Alternate), Ken Riggsbee (Alternate), and 
George Venet.  Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was also 
present.   
 
General Comments 
The Board brought up that chickens are being raised in the ETJ.  
Ms. Christopher responded that there was a minimum of four 
acres required, and that two homes were in violation.  Mr. Stauffer 
said that the area in question was not zoned for livestock. 

 
Update from Zoning Administrator  
Ms. Christopher reported that Herb Conway, a member of the P&Z 
board, has resigned. 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
§ Accessory Buildings must be no less than 30 feet from the 

waterwayðeven in the ETJðbecause of the buffer.  If itôs a 
privately owned body of water, then the rule does not apply.  
Amendments to the LDO for accessory buildings were ap-
proved. 

§ Duties of the P&Z Board will re-include home occupation ap-
proval and appeals; further appeals will go to Council or 
Moore County courts.  This LDO amendment was approved. 

§ Above-ground pools of the temporary/seasonal nature are not 
allowed in the Village.  They were allowed last year due to 
Covidðbut this was a special circumstance.  Pools that are 
over 12 inches high are not allowed.   

§ This will have continued discussion at the July meeting.   
§ Above ground pools (permanent) in the Village or ETJ are not 

allowed.  In-ground pools are allowed; see ordinance. 
§ Hot Tubs are allowed; see ordinance. 
 
Next Meeting:  July 28 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 

Planning & Zoning Meeting 

June 30, 2021 

Five Seeking Four-Year Council Seat 

Current Council members Andy Conway and Pamela Harris are 

among the five individuals who have formally declared their inten-

tion to run for the three positions available on the Whispering Pines 

Village Council in the November 2 election. 

The other candidates are Richard Casey, Dean Kallas and Linda 

Vandercook.  Notably, current Councilman and former Mayor Bob 

Zschoche did not register to be a candidate for the first time in six-

teen years. 

Andy Conway 

Dean Kallas 

Linda Vandercook 

Richard Casey 

Pamela Harris 
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Village Council Highlights 

July 14, 2021 

Council members present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Glenn Bernhard 

(Mayor Pro-Tem), Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob Zschoche.  

Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 

Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Jason 

Graham, Police Chief, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director. 

There were over 25 residents in the gallery. 

 

Presentation 

Mike Jones of the Airport Authority Board and Scotty Malta 

(Airport Manager) gave a slide presentation regarding the current 

usage, economic and physical situation of the airport.  They also 

shared future plans.  See story on page 8. 

 

Public Hearings 

§ Quasi-judicial hearing and consideration of an appeal regard-

ing Village code enforcement of keeping chickens in the ETJ 

on Queenôs Cove Way.  After testimony from the cited resi-

dent, plus support testimony from neighbors (including an-

other resident who admitted to also having chickens), Coun-

cil discussed the village ordinance and its impact.  Mr. Bern-

hard reminded everyone that the residents of Whispering 

Pines do pay taxes and have clearly stated (2018) they do 

not want chickens.  Further discussion occurred.  A motion to 

support the Code Enforcement Officer passed 4-1, with 

Mayor Roberts dissenting. 

 

Report from the Village Manager 

§ Lakeview Drive Bridge needs a deeper soil boring test for the 

pilings.  The project and its costs will be on the work session 

agenda at the end of the month. 

§ The Village received $541,626.31 today from the American 

Rescue Plan, and will receive a similar amount next year.  

One possible use (there are rules and regulations for permis-

sible expenditures) is for a new HVAC system in Village Hall, 

which will improve air filtration in the public building.  Topic 

will also be on the work session agenda. 

 

Unfinished Business  

Council discussed the easement plan from Carolina Water to install 

a water infiltration facility on Rayôs Bridge Road.  It will be near 

Liane Lane between the old Rescue Squad building and the Com-

munity Building.  Carolina Water has agreed to pay for plantings 

(for screeningðPublic Works will handle the actual planting) as 

well as improvements to the parking lot.  Council approved 5-0 to 

move ahead with the project. 

 

New Business  

The Lakes and Watershed Board had a vacancy for a representa-

tive living on Whisper Lake.  Cliff Pugh, who resides on Dewberry, 

was appointed to the board. 

Informal Discussion 

§ Mr. Zschoche would like the village manager to look into ac-

quiring 2 more water bounce floats ($1700 each, identical to 

the one at the Lakeview Drive beach).  Assuming the depth of 

the water could handle the float, they could be placed at both 

parks on Spring Valley Lake. 

§ Mr. Conway spoke up about social media chatter regarding a 

juvenile arrest for a non-violent felony just outside the ETJ.  

Mr. Conway said he ñévehemently denies social profiling.ò  

He went on to say that if it did happen, it would be immediately 

addressed.  ñI am 100% in support of our law enforcement.ò 

 
 
Next Council meeting:  August 11, 2021 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Type of Call 
2020 June 2021 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 48 68 301 67 

Building Fire 102 15 5 7 48 11 

Outside Fire 21 3 4 6 41 9 

Service Call 26 4 5 7 22 5 

Fire Alarm 57 8 6 8 17 4 

Vehicle Accident 40 6 0 0 7 2 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 4 1 

Storm Damage 42 6 2 3 6 1 

Hazardous Condition 12 2 1 1 4 1 

Aircraft Emergency 3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   71   450   

Demand for Service by Call Type 
On July 6, the Fire/Rescue squad was called to Sandpiper Drive where 
a worker had been injured on the second floor of a home under con-
struction.  This required the patient to be accessed via a ladder since 

there was no stairway in the home.   

The patient was safely lowered to the ground (with assistance from 

WPPD) and transported to the hospital.  
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Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type JUN 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 1  

  Larceny 2 14  

  Vandalism 1 2  

  Assault 2 5  

  Fraud 2 30  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 5 21  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 0 1  

  Barking dog (warning) 0 2  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 7 68  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 17 85  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 3 15  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 1 14  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 

A recent press release from Lt Rodney Dozier of the Whispering 
Pines Police Department: 

SUBJECT CHARGED WITH FRAUD AND EMBEZZLEMENT 
STEMMING FROM A CONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN 

WHISPERING PINES 

The Whispering Pines Police Department announces the arrest of 
Tracy Edward Byrd of Lillington, NC who was charged with three 
counts of felony obtaining property by false pretense, two counts of 
felony embezzlement, and one count of misdemeanor fail to work 
after paid. 

Between August and November of 2020, Byrd was employed with 
a construction company out of Durham which [was] conducting 
reconstruction work at a residence in Whispering Pines. During 

that time, Byrd was the project manager, and 
in that capacity defrauded the company and 
client out of $10,871.  

Byrd (pictured left) was arrested by the 
Harnett County Sheriffôs Office on June 17, 
2021 and brought before a Harnett County 

Magistrate, and given a $7,500 secured bond.    

 

HOME THEFTS REPORTED ON SOCIAL MEDIA NOT IN 
WHISPERING PINES 
Chief Graham cautions residents to be aware that everything 
posted on social media is not necessarily correct.  ñWeôre open 
and transparent here at the Police Department,ò he noted.  ñJust 
call us and weôll update you if we can.ò  Residents should be aware 
that legal procedures involving juveniles are different from those 
for adults.  ñThere are steps that must be followed,ò he said, that 
will prolong or seemingly delay action in some cases. 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

April 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,026 

May 24 4 4 1 103 118 53 74 354 1,114 

June 21 9 16 4 88 97 67 88 432 990 

TOTAL 137 34 52 15 559 632 341 488 2,183 6,081 

 
NEW OFFICER HIRED EFFECTIVE JULY 6 
The addition of Officer Matthew Thomas brings the police 
department back to full staff.  Officer Thomas is a resident of 
Whispering Pines and has prior experience working in the Sheriffôs 
Office.  ñWe now have the most combined years of experience on 
the force that weôve had in a long while,ò Chief Jason Graham 
commented in a recent interview. 
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A wait of a year due to Covid restrictions did not deter the crowd of 
about 175 that gathered at the CCWP Ballroom on June 23 to hon-
or former Whispering Pines Police Chief, Domonic Campbell.  Do-
monicôs career of 26 years grew from patrol officer, to Sergeant, 
and then to Chief for the last 10 years of his service.   The event 
was hosted by the Village and included  remarks from Village Man-
ager and emcee, Rich Lambdin and Councilman Bob Zschoche, 
along with friends, family and village residents. 

(Pictured above) Former Police Chief (2003-2009) 
Lou Gregory said, ñWhen interviewing Domonic, I was 
certain he would be the right person (for the job).  I 
found him to be a trustworthy person.ò   

 

ñIf it werenôt for Chief Gregory,ò Domonic recalled in an 
earlier interview, ñI would never have been prepared for 
the role as Chief.ò 

Food Lion Manager Andrew 
Kegley (right) said, ñ...(the 
store) wouldnôt be successful 
without Domonicôs leadership.  
Whispering Pines is a place 
where criminals donôt come.  I 
appreciate everything youôve 
done for our store.ò 

ñI am absolutely fortunate to have had a perfect career with 

100% support in Whispering Pines.ò ð Domonic Campbell 

Village Honors Police Chief Campbell 

upon his Retirement 
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Our History  

The Whispering Pines Police Department 

Editorôs Note:  Chief Domonic Campbellôs retirement cele-
bration triggers a look back at the history of the Police De-
partment. 

§ Prior to the official establishment of the Village in March 1969, 
the community relied on the Moore County Sheriffôs Depart-
ment for law enforcement in our area.  However, the Village 
wished to have a more focused policing.  Immediately upon 
incorporation, the Council appointed a Police Chief. 

§ Leo Vause served as the first chief and was the sole Police 
Officer for 1969, serving until 1972.  The first full year budget, 
1969-1970, called for three officers. 

§ September 1972 saw Police coverage in the Village extended 
to 24 hours per day.  Note: the Village budget for 1972 was 
$72,444.01.    

§ The 1973 construction of the present Village Hall provided the 
Police Department with their first permanent quarters.  The 
Department office was located in a room on the first floor and 
the lower level provided garage space for the parking of the 
police patrol car.  The outlines of the former garage spaces 
can still be seen on the back side of Village Hall. 

§ The 1970s had the leadership of Chief Jesse Hough for a brief 
period in 1972-73 with Chief Sam Prim in command from Sep-
tember 1973 thru December 1992.   

§ In 1973, the salary of a beginning Police Officer was $5,400 
per year.   

§ Prior to the Village having a separate code enforcement staff, 
Police Officers supported this function by identifying and ticket-
ing some code violations involving vehicles.   

§ Chief James Mabe was the Department head from January 
1993 to July 2003.   

§ The year 2000 saw the construction of the present Police De-
partment building. 

§ Louis Gregory was Chief from July 2003 to January 2009.  In 
2007, police staffing increased to 8 sworn officers which it 
holds today. 

§ Domonic Campbell was Chief from April 2009 to March 2020.  
The Police Department building was renovated/expanded in 
2018. 

§ Jason Graham was appointed Chief in April 2020.  

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

Jason Graham receives his Police Chief badge from 

the retiring chief, Domonic Campbell. 

. . . . . 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Scotty Malta, manager of Moore 
County Airport and Mike Jones, a 
member of the Airport Authority 
Board, gave a presentation at the 
Village Council meeting on July 14.   
 

Jones, who is also a pilot, said that the airportôs mission was to be 
an engine of economic growth for the surrounding communities.  
ñOne thousand passengers a month land at Moore County.ò  He 
noted that business executives in sales and marketing and other 
functions come to the area to play golf, and that traffic has in-
creased over the past year despite Covid. 
 
Revenues are $2.7 million, with $2.5 million in expenses.  They are 
looking to make improvements and increase the number of hang-
ars, add a restaurant, a military museum, and have more communi-
ty functions like the Halloween party, Festival DôAvion, Young Ea-
gles Day (free flights for kids) and more.  Acquiring available grants 
will help with costs.   
 

However, residents in Whispering Pines have noticed an in-
crease in military traffic.  Of particular interest--the military heli-
copters flying during the evening hours.  Malta, responding to 
questions from The New Pitch at an earlier interview, had no 
ñdefinitive answerò as to what was going on, but did 
acknowledge that there was more ñTouch and Goò traffic from 
military planes when questioned by Councilman Glenn Bernhard.  
ñThese are constant and noisy,ò said Bernhard.  Malta confirmed 
there were no óquiet hoursô for the airport. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Malta made a rough estimate that this operation could go on for 
another 6 months or so.  He has not been notified about any of 
the extra activity.  Malta noted that since the airport is not private 
but is for public use; the military could use it as needed. 
 
ñWe want to be good neighborsébut it should go both ways,ò 
Bernhard stated. 
 
A recent article in the Fayetteville Observer noted that while 
work was being done at Pope Airforce Base, the military were 
using regional airports for routine training and other activities.  
Moore County Airport was not listed.   
 
Mayor Roberts asked Malta if land along Hardee and Highland 

Drive was in the Runway Protection Zone (ñRPZò) ðand could it 

be subject to eminent domain.  Malta said that there were certain 

properties in the RPZ, and that when available for sale, the Air-

port might purchase them.  

 

 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ΦΦΦάƴƻ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΦέ 

τ{Ŏƻǧȅ aŀƭǘŀΣ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ aƎǊ 

Airport Projects Increased Growth 
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The Perseids meteor shower will be visible July 14 

through mid-August, peaking August 11-12. 

Star Gazing 
Itôs a perfect month to be outside on warm evenings.  Look up!  The 
night skies have interesting things to reveal. 
 
July 20th is the 52nd anniversary of the Apollo lunar landing. Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walked on a ówaxing crescent moonô. In 
other words, the moon was at the beginning of its four lunar phases 
which occur every 27 days. 
 
This month, watch for the full moon (aka ñBuckò, ñThunderò or ñHayò 
moon) on July 23, a three-quarter moon on July 31 leading to a 
waning crescent moon from August 1-7; and new moonðAugust 8, 
meaning thereôs little or no light reflecting from it.   The thin silver 
crescent a few days later (August 9-14) is referred to as a waxing 
moon; first quarter moonðAugust 15. 
 
Jupiter and Saturn will have óperfect visibilityô in the next few weeks; 
Venus will have óaverageô visibility.   Starting on July 20, Jupiter and 
Venus will rise at 10pm, Saturn at 9pm.  Best viewing is well past 
midnight.  With each consecutive week, each planet will be visible a 
half hour earlier.  If you have a telescope, youôll be able to see 
Saturnôs rings. 
 
On July 24, you'll find Saturn eight degrees to the upper right of the 
nearly full moon.  Jupiter will be on the left.  On the evening of July 
25, just prior to midnight, you'll see Jupiter shining about 5 degrees 
directly above the waning gibbous (more than 50% illuminated) 
moon.   Venus has the distinction of being both a morning star and 
an evening starðit is the brightest planet, so you can see it before 
sunrise and just after sunset. 
 
The Perseids, the annual and most popular meteor shower, will be 
visible July 14 through mid-August.  The peak dates are August 11 
and 12, according to the American Meteor Society.  Potentially, you 
could see 100 meteors each hourðthe later in the evening, the 
better. 
 
Newsweek writes, ñThe shower occurs in the first place because of 
the comet 109P/Swift-Tuttle. As the comet orbits the sun, it leaves a 
trail of debris (meteors) behind it, which Earth passes through once 
a year.ò 
 
The Delta Aquariid meteor shower is due to reach its peak on or 
near July 27 to July 30, according to EarthSky.  Therefore, there will 
be an intermixing of meteors to watch.  On these particular dates, 
the moon is waning; its brightness might interfere with seeing the 
meteors easily. 
 
How to tell the difference?  The Delta Aquariids appear to fly from 
the south and the Perseids from the north-northeast. 
 
Enjoy the show. 

https://earthsky.org/astronomy-essentials/earthskys-meteor-shower-guide/


10 

The variety pack: left to right...Petie, 26 months old; Jeter, 10 years 
old; Pumpkin 14 years; and  Quinn, 15 months is in front. 
 
Our latest rescue is Quinn. She is practicing staying in one place, 
hence the command, ñPlace, place.ò The place command is an 
important one in that it helps your dog settle down. The dogôs job is 
to stay in one place until they are released.  It helps if you use a 
mat or cot. This is not an easy task for a young dog like Quinn.  She 
has been a bit of a complicated rescue, and although she is improv-
ing each day, she still has a way to go!  
 
Practicing the place command makes it easier for me to take these 
photos also!  The others are accustomed to being decked on Holi-
days and various occasions.   
 
Our dogs live a great a life with many freedoms...as we do!  

We first met the ñGibbons Gangò of rescued dogs back 
in January 2019.  Here they are again, celebrating the 
4th of Julyðwith a new addition.   

ð Courtesy Helen Gibbons. 

A Great òPlaceó to Live 

Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

Brent D Godfrey (38), passed away June 10. 

Nancy A Hutchinson (84), passed away June 10. 

Roberta Salisbury (84), passed away June 29. 

Lu Navarro (87), passed away July 4. 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   6 July 1, 2021 

    Homes Pending 21 July 1, 2021 

    Homes sold   18 June 1-30, 2021 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2021:   91 
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ñIôve been a car guy all my life.  Cars were my main interest grow-
ing up,ò (in New Milford, CT, just north of Danbury) declares Bob 
Losee of Windsong Drive. 
 
Owning hot rods and drag cars, like the 1960 Biscayne which he 
ósouped-upô for drag racing when he was in high school, was just 
the start of his passion.  Bob would buy a car over the years, have 
ñfun with it and tinker it 
up.ò  When he lost inter-
est, heôd sell itðand get 
another one.  ñIôve re-
stored too many to men-
tion,ò he laughs. 
 
Cars were more than a 
hobby, however.  Bob 
was in the car busi-
nessða mechanic and 
service managerðfor his 
entire career.  However, 
taking an engine apart, 
installing a new radiator, 
or removing rust from the 
underbelly could still be 
challengingéas well as 
time-consuming. 
 
Bob is nearly finished with his latest projectða 1957 Chevy Bel Air 
sedan.  He bought it from a private seller in 2012 and has been 
working on it these past 8 years in his garage.  Everything from the 
bottom up has been modified, rebuilt or replacedésuspension, 
steering, brakes, drivetrain, and more.  He purchased parts from 
swap meets or catalogs. 
 

The original Chevy V-8 was 
replaced by a larger 350ci 
engine (left) , totally modified 
with 3 deuces on it.  Why so 
much power? 
 
ñBecause I can!ò exclaims 
Bob.  ñA car guy wants more 
power.ò  (Bobôs wife, June 
Sweet, wonders why, since 
the speed limit is 25mph in 
the village.)  Add to that the 
performance exhaust which 
frees up some of the power in 
the engine, allowing the gas-
es to escape a bit easier.  

This improves engine performance 10%, according to Magnaflow, an 
exhaust manufacturer. 
 
Bob upgraded the transmission to a 4-speed with a Hurst shifter.  
Additionally, the Bel Air now has up-to-date brakes (drum brakes in 
the rear, disc in the front). 
 

A multi-coated 
brown poly metallic 
paint job was ap-
plied by the previous 
owner.  Bob has 
meticulously sand-
ed, compounded, 
polished, and fi-
nessed every inch of 
it, producing a su-
perb sheen. 
 
To complete his 
labor of love, Bob 
will install A-C, buy 
interior bucket seats 
for comfort (rather 

than the bench seats it currently has) and replace a rear panel.  
 
ñThis is my last restoration,ò he breathed. ñI have no intention of sell-

ing this car.  Iôm looking forward to spending more time with June 

and playing golf.ò  After a beat he said a little softer, ñYouôre never 

done with a car like this.  There will always be somethingéò  

A Sweet Bel Air on Windsong 

Bob Losee has been painstakingly restoring  his 

1957 Chevy Bel Air for over eight years. 


