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NEW 

AUGUST 2021 A Newspaper featuring Village News, Chit Chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from the Pinesò 

Mayor Roberts has called a special meeting of the Whispering Pines Village Council for 
Tuesday, August 17 at 3:00 p.m. in the lower level of Village Hall.  The purpose of the 
meeting is to hold an open discussion with developer Colin Webster regarding possible 
future development/subdivision. 
 
Webster is the managing owner of Ascot Corporation whose website claims that it is ñNorth 
Carolinaôs largest residential homes developer and Construction Company.ò  Webster is 
looking to develop land north of Queenôs Cove for residential building.  The acreage is in 
the ETJ (Extra Territorial Jurisdiction) near Airport Road.  Webster developed the Heronôs 
Brook neighborhood off of Lakeview Drive in 2017. He lives in Whispering Pines. 
 
Residents are invited to the meeting. 

More Residential Development Sought 

Whispers:  Another Covid Casualty? 
Whispers is a unique organization in Whis-
pering Pines.  There are no dues and every 
woman in the village is automatically a 
member.  Martha Hardee founded the 
group in 1964 as a means of providing 
Whispering Pines women with a social 
group to encourage fellowship among the 
residents moving into the village. Philan-
thropy was another major reason for the 
creation of Whispers.    
 
In 2021, the purpose is still the same. Over 
the years, Whispers has become an im-
portant philanthropic group, providing funds 
for several area charities, raised from a 
wide variety of events.  In fact, Whispers 
has donated in excess of $350,000 to local 
charities.  Additionally, many found Whis-
pers to be their first real contact with neigh-
bors who quickly became friends. Together 
these women organized a long list of activi-
ties that were entertaining, worthwhile, and 
often both. 
 

Covid seriously affected Whispers, but 
they are now beginning to regroup and 
continue the more than 50 year legacy. 
Sheila Dumlao is currently serving as 
president and most of the board positions 
are filled. All they need now is your inter-
est and support. 
 
Luncheons have typically been held on the 
second Wednesday of the month, Sep-
tember through May at the Country Club 
of Whispering Pines.  The October meet-
ing is planned for Wednesday, October 
13. ñAlthough details are not final, we 
hope you will mark your calendars and 
there will be more news in next monthôs 
The New Pitch,ò reports Dumlao. 
 
Realizing the need to bring back the gath-
ering of women in the village, Whispers is 
still a work in progress and is asking for 
your thoughts for the future.  
 

(Whispers would love to hear from 

you.  See short survey on page 9.) 
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The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was at-
tended by Shane Stauffer, Chairman, Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, and 
George Venet.  Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was also 
present.  There were three people in the gallery. 
 
Old Business 
This was a discussion regarding óseasonalô poolsðswimming 
pools which were allowed in 2020 due to Covid, and were of a 
temporary design.  They were exclusively for the summer months, 
taken down in the fall. The discussion was to allow them from now 
onðor not. 
§ Mr. Boyle said he had no negative comments from three peo-

ple he asked. 
§ Ms. Castle asked 14 people, none of whom were in favor. 
§ Ms. Christopher offered that Pinehurst did allow these types 

of pools, but the height could be no higher than 4 feet. 
§ Mr. Stauffer said that our lakes are good; public beaches are 

working very well.  Why change the rules?  People like the 
restrictions.  

Planning & Zoning Meeting 

July 28, 2021 

The newly updated 2021-22 Village Directory is being distributed by volunteers beginning this week.  

Residents will find all sorts of helpful information, including:  

§ Blue PagesðImportant Phone Numbers along with a listing of local Clubs & Organizations 

§ Green Pages ð Summary of Village Ordinances, Map of the Village 

§ Khaki Pages (new!) ð Important Numbers at Fort Bragg, Map of Ft Bragg 

§ White Pages ð Resident addresses and phone numbers, as submitted 

§ Yellow Pages ð Advertisements for local businesses, professionals and services  

Gail Reilly, Committee Chair, offered her thanks ñto everyone who participated in making our new 

Whispering Pines Telephone Directory a reality!  We know you will enjoy all the updated information 

this new edition affords.ò 

A limited number of directories are available for sale.  If you havenôt ordered a directory or would like 

an extra copy,  please call Gail Reilly at 910-949-4544.  Cost is $10.   

(See related items, pages 9 and 26.) 

§ After further discussion on height, permitting, calendar dates 
and more to allow these pools, incorporating the identical pool 
regulations already on the books, the Board voted 3-1 for non-
approval of the pools.  Mr. Boyle was the dissenting vote. The 
recommendation of non-approval will go to Village Council. 

 
(Editorôs Note:  Pools up to 12 inches high are allowed.  In-ground 
pools are allowed.  Above ground-permanent pools are not allowed 
in the Village or the ETJ.) 
 
New Business 
Scheduled was discussion on increasing the height of a non-
livestock/garage accessory building to 22 ft in the R/A was tabled 
until next month. 
 
Next Meeting:  August 25 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 
 

New Village Directory to be Distributed this Week 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

July 29, 2021 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, and Bob 
Zschoche.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works 
Director, and Jason Graham, Police  Chief.  10+ residents were in 
the gallery. 
 
Village Manager Staff Items 
§ There were three budget ordinance amendments discussed 

regarding the pension fund, merit pay and signage.  These 
were approved to go to the consent agenda at the Village 
Council meeting on August 11. 

§ The land acquisition at the Moore County Airport was re-
viewed, but because this is in the Southern Pines jurisdiction, 
no action was taken.   

§ Lakeview Drive bridge update  There will be two shut off 
valves at both sides of the bridge (by Carolina Water).  Other 
items including fire hydrants and new borings (deeper) were 
also detailed.  With these new items, the price of the bridge 
has increased to by $23,471.75.  The village engineer 
agrees with the changesða reliable, sturdy bridge for years 
to come.  

ß Additional costs include construction and admin-
istration of the project, attorney fees, etc. This could 
go as high as $32k, but is under discussion with the 
contractor.   

ß Original bridge budget: $553k.  New cost:  $610k. 

§ American Rescue Fund (ARF).  Mr. Lambdin is working with 
various resources but asking for patience on how/what to 
spend the money. 

§ Update on 129 Lakeview Drive garage.  Village attorney has 
two options: (1) ñnotice of civil penaltyò; (2) File to attorney 
for order of abatement.ò Consensus for Ms. Christopher to 
proceed with the latter option. Goes to District Court. 

 
Council Items 
§ Text amendment to LDO for seasonal use of temporary 

above-ground pools from Planning and Zoning.  Public Hear-
ing would not be available until September meeting of Coun-
cil; along with P&Zôs recommendation that it not be ap-
proved. 

ß ETJ enforcement discussion. 

ß Inconsistency of what we are doingðwe are spend-
ing village tax money to enforce things going there. 
(ETJ residents do not get taxed.) 

ß Mr. Zschoche says we could make changesðfrom 
rule changes to eliminating the ETJ from our con-
cern.  ñWhat is the concept that the Council feels is 
the right thing for the residents?ò 

ß Mr. Bernhard reminds us of village residents who live 
on the fringeðhow are we looking out for them?  
ñWe have to hash this outðin the past, we never had 
the appetite to do it.ò 

ß Ms. Christopher said that 62% of NC municipalities 
have ETJs, but few of the smaller communities en-
force ETJ code of ordinances.  We need to decide on 
the look of the ETJ to be similar to Whispering Pines, 
or have an overlay district with different rules.  We 
could amend some of the ordinances. 

ß Gallery visitor Molly Boggis thinks many people donôt 
know what the ETJ is, and to say weôre going to have 
a hearingéwould be meaningless.  It might be better 
to explain what it is before you proceed. 

ß Linda Vandercook thinks the ETJ and the village 
protect each other.  But we need to be clear on what 
the ETJ is and what rules apply. 

ß Ms. Graham thinks that Council needs to have a 
vision of what the ETJ is and then proceed from 
there. 

ß To be continued at the August meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Donation-based general memorial for Veterans, First Re-
sponders and Healthcare workers--public sentiment to be re-
searched via Survey Monkey. 

§ Discussion of Greenway connectivity to Whispering Pines. 

 

Next meeting:  August 26, 2pm Village Hall. 

An above-ground pool located in the ETJ. 
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Village Council Highlights 

August 11, 2021 

Council members present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Glenn Bernhard 
(Mayor Pro-Tem), Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob Zschoche.  
Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, Rod 
Dozier, Police Lieutenant, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director. 
There were over 30 residents in the gallery. 
 
Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing 
Violation of Code of Ordinance  
All testimony from participants is taken under oath administered 
by the mayor. 
 
§ Background:  Resident at Rebel Road in the ETJ (Extra terri-

torial Jurisdiction) was cited for having an above-ground pool 
which is against the Land Development Ordinance (LDO), 
SR 2, Ch. 6.  Only homes listed under R/A (residential/
agricultural) are allowed to have above-ground pools. 

 
§ The defendant, Curtis Michael Adcock, told Council that the 

pool, which was completed in June, was for his young grand-
daughter who lives with him.  The pool is 4 ft tall, 24 ft long.  
There is a temporary fence around it.  He was unaware that 
he was in violation of any ordinance and did not know about 
the ETJ and regulations.  He cited the Constitutionôs inaliena-
ble rights of ñéthe pursuit of happinessò.  He claims he is not 
the only resident in the ETJ that has a pool.  Several of Ad-
cockôs neighbors gave testimony in support of his pool; many 
pointing out trashy yards nearby were more problematic.  
Another resident commented that Council had ñbigger fish to 
fry.ò 

§ The discussion went beyond the issue and launched into what 
the village would like to do with the ETJ as a whole, be it zon-
ing, specific amendments, complaints, and more.  No action 
was taken by Councilðit will continue discussion at the Octo-
ber 13 regular meeting. 

 
Report from the Village Manager 
§ Ms. Christopher completed her training to retain her NC Zon-

ing Administrator certification.  She was also selected to serve 
on the Board of Directors of the NC Municipal Clerks, expiring 
in 2022. 

 
§ The Village Memorial survey has received 122 responses and 

is open for comments until Friday, August 20. 
 
Unfinished Business 
Continuation of the ETJ discussion.   
§ Mr. Zschoche made it clear that he wants to do ósomethingô 

with the ETJðbut doesnôt know what (laughter).  ñWe want to 
come together and do something better for the community.ò 

§ Tim Venjohn, who has lived in the village/ETJ for 20+ years, 
commented ETJ folks often feel unrepresented at Council/
village affairs. He also suggests going back to earlier zoning 
models in the ETJ. 

§ Mr. Zschoche offered a motion that actions be temporarily 
suspended by the Code Enforcement Officer regarding minor 
violations in the ETJ.  Mr. Bernhard thought that it would be 
confusing as to what was minor or major and was in conflict to 
similar items occurring in the village itself.  The motion failed   
2-3, with Mr. Bernhard, Mr. Conway, and Ms. Harris voting 
against the change. 

 
New Business 
Five amendments passed 5-0, regarding budget ordinance amend-
ments, the duties of the P&Z Board, and establishing a special 
project fund to accommodate the ARF million dollar grant.  Money 
will stay in this specific fund, not carrying over to other budget  
areas. 
 
§ Suggested uses for the grant money included a new HVAC 

system for Village Hall and other items.   
 
§ Mr. Lambdin assured the gallery that residents of the village 

would be a part of the discussion, but the federal government 
dictates how the money can be spent.  But he also cautioned 
that the entire selection of projects will be a very slow process. 

 
Next Council meeting:  September 8 at 6pm, Village Hall. 
 

WHAT IS THE ETJ? 

Not sure what exactly is meant by the 

Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ)?  

Go to our website:  thenewpitch.com.  

Youôll find a comprehensive 

explanation in the November 2019 

edition (Back issues). 
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Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type JUL 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 1  

  Larceny 1 15  

  Vandalism 0 2  

  Assault 0 5  

  Fraud 1 31  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 3 24  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 1 2  

  Barking dog (warning) 0 2  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 20 88  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 17 102  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 3 18  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 2 16  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

April 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,026 

May 24 4 4 1 103 118 53 74 354 1,114 

June 21 9 16 4 88 97 67 88 432 990 

July 12 8 11 0 107 127 69 91 512 1,065 

TOTAL 149 42 63 15 666 759 410 579 2,695 7,146 

Police Incidents 2021 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Type of Call 
2020 July 2021 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 58 69 359 67 

Building Fire 102 15 13 15 61 11 

Outside Fire 21 3 5 6 46 9 

Service Call 26 4 1 1 23 4 

Fire Alarm 57 8 3 4 20 4 

Vehicle Accident 40 6 1 1 8 1 

Investigation 6 1 1 1 5 1 

Storm Damage 42 6 0 0 6 1 

Hazardous Condition 12 2 2 2 6 1 

Aircraft Emergency 3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   84   534   

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Response Time to Emergency Incidentsñ2021 
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Fire/Rescue Chief Rich Lambdin supplies the monthly report to The 
New Pitch regarding ñDemand for Serviceò calls and ñResponse 
Times.ò  Noted were a few situations which caused longer response 
times than is typical.  

Q.  How would you characterize your staffing challenges right now? 

 A.  ñWe are a victim of our own success.  We get person-
nel certified as firefighter/EMTs and immediately offer them part-
time employment.  Since the WPFRD only has 3 full-time firefighter/
EMT positions, the part-time personnel pursue full-time FF/EMT 
employment opportunities in other (municipal) departments.  We 
actually have 8 part-time FF/EMTs working as full-time FF/EMTs in 
other departments, plus one of our volunteers was recently hired as 
a FF/EMT and is unavailable while he attends their fire acade-
my.  The other part-time FF/EMTs and the majority of our volun-
teers have full-time time jobs, which limits their availability...(plus) 
going out of town for vacation, increases our day-to-day staffing 
challenges.ò   

In his report, Lambdin acknowledged that three shifts during the 
month of July were only staffed with one firefighter/EMT, which is 
below (the) regular staffing of two personnel being on-duty between 
7am-11pm.  ñStaffing challenges are county-wide, with all depart-
ments pulling from the same pool of certified personnel,ò he report-
ed. 

Q.  Have there been similar scenarios like this in other years?   

 A.  ñAs a combination department (fulltime, part-time & 
volunteers), our personnel levels fluctuate as people come and 
go.  So, this is an ongoing challenge.ò 

Q.  Does CERT help in any way with some aspects, or not really?   

 A.  ñSome CERT personnel are trained to supplement our 
FF/EMTs with responding to CPR calls.  Otherwise, CERT person-
nel cannot fill-in for FF/EMTs.ò 

Q.  What can residents of WP do to help the situation in the fore-
seeable future?   

 A.  ñNothing.  The time commitment to become a certified 
FF/EMT is overwhelming and unattainable for most people who 
already have a full-time job, student, spouse, children, and/or other 
hobbies/interests.  To become a certified Firefighter/EMT requires 
approximately 668 hours of training (428 for FF & 240 for 
EMT).  Our best opportunity for new FF/EMTs has been our Junior 
Firefighter program, which allows teenagers to obtain the certifica-
tion while attending high school and/or right after graduation.  We 
currently have 1 Junior Firefighter that we anticipate becoming a 
FF/EMT early next year.ò 

 

Ask the Chief 

Lambdin explained that three times during June and nine times 
during July they were alerted to back-to-back calls (within 30 
minutes).  ñThis situation occurs when our on-duty personnel are 
committed to the first emergency when the 2nd call is received. We 
then must hope that our pay-per-call (volunteers) personnel are 
available to respond to the station, staff the appropriate apparatus, 
and then respond to the 2nd emergency.ò 

The chief also reported that on two of these emergencies, off-duty 
or pay-per-call personnel were unavailable, which required the on-
duty firefighter to clear the 1st call to respond to the 2nd call. This 
resulted in an 11 minute/ 31 second response time, (7 minutes 
higher than our average) and an 8 minute/2 second response time 
(4 minutes higher than average) respectively. 

ñThis is an incredibly complex issue that has a multitude of factors 
that impact staffing,ò Lambdin said. 
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Pine Crescent Drive 
2 EPTING 
3 WALKER 
4 OôCONNELL 
6 BRUNO 
7 MATTINGLY 
8 RILEY 
9 SCHUHMANN 
10 TYSON 
12 BALLARD 
14 MEAD 
16 FREY   

 

Pine Crest Drive  
1  SMALLEY 
3 GAST 
4 BOWMAN  
6 FARFALLA  
8 STOUT 
9 RIPP 
10 OWENS 
12 PARADEZ 
14 CAMERON 
14 JACKSON 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WHISPERS QUICK SURVEY 

We hope you will give us some thoughts about the future of 
Whispers. 

Should Whispers continue?   Yes _____ No _____ Maybe _____ 

Please share your ideas of the types of programs or activities 
you would like to see. 

 

Reply to whispers1964@gmail.com by August 31.     
Thanks for your input. 

Whispers   

(continued from front page) 

2021-22 Whispering Pines Directory 

CORRECTION 

Due to an editing error, the streets Pine Crescent and Pine Crest 

were merged into one listing on the street cross-reference, page 

121.  Here is the correct listingðyou may wish to cut and paste it 

into your book for future reference. 

mailto:whispers1964@gmail.com
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 NEWS UPDATE 

COURT DECISION:  WHAT, EXACTLY, IS 

HUMMINGBIRD LANE? 

That is the question that Superior Court Judge James Webb was 
asked to decide on August 9. 
 
In the 1970s, Whispering Pines, Inc. planned to build a subdivision 
on Hummingbird Lane.  This would provide access to the develop-
ment to what are now Cardinal Drive and Martin Way.  
 
Maps show a small part of Hummingbird Lane within the corporate 
limits of Whispering Pines, but most of it lies outside the Village. A 
handful of lots were sold, but no homes were built at that time.  
Whispering Pines, Inc. declared bankruptcy and thatôs when Gil-
bert L. Horner, Sr. purchased most of the remaining lots in the 
proposed subdivision.  
 
In 2008, Danny and Patricia Batchelor built their home on what 
they thought was Hummingbird Lane. In 2010, the Horners deeded 
the land they bought at the bankruptcy sale to their daughter, Ka-
ren Horner Cherry.  
  
In February 2017, at the Cherrysô request, the Village of Whisper-
ing Pines agreed to remove Hummingbird Lane from land records 
stating, ñIt is not used for street access.ò It wasnôt until the Batch-
elors tried to get cable installed that they found out there was no 
legal access to their property.   
 
Danny and Patricia Batchelor filed a óSpecial Proceedingô on March 
3, 2020 against The Village of Whispering Pines, David Carroll 
Cherry, Karen Horner Cherry, Elizabeth C. Cox (daughter), and 
Chris J Cox.  The Batchelors rely on Hummingbird Lane for access 
from their property to other public roads.  Deeds and maps for the 
property owned by the Cherrys and the Coxs indeed show Hum-
mingbird Lane.  According to Karen Cherry, the land her father 
purchased included Hummingbird Lane and insists it is private 
property, not a road.   
 
The Village of Whispering Pines claims no responsibility for the 
portion of Hummingbird Lane that lies outside the corporate limits.  
An earlier decision (October 2020 by Judge Webb) determined the 
portion of Hummingbird Lane that lies in the Village where it inter-
sects Cardinal Drive is a public road. 
 
So what is the rest of Hummingbird Lane? A public road, a private 
road, or private property owned by the Cherrys and the Coxs?  
Judge Webb found that the portion of Hummingbird Lane within the 
corporate limits of the Village of Whispering Pines is a public road, 
and the portion of Hummingbird Lane outside the corporate limits 
of Whispering Pines is a private road and not part of the municipal 
street system of Whispering Pines.    
 
The Batchelors are now free to have their cable installed. 
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Our History  

Cost of Ownership of Village Dams 

We all love the sense of community that is provided by our beautiful 
lakes.  Lakes are not possible without the dams that impound the 
water.  Dams are manmade; they deteriorate over time and need 
repair. 
 
The Village became an owner of dams because the developer of 
Whispering Pines did not properly maintain the dams he had built to 
start the Village.  In the early 1980ôs, the State Dam Safety Office 
determined that various deficiencies needed to be corrected or the 
dams would be breached by the State---similar to what occurred at 
Woodlake.   
 
The corporation of the developer, Whispering Pines Inc, was in 
bankruptcy at the time and could not afford the repairs.  In 1983, 
Village residents agreed to incur a debt (in the form of a Bond Ref-
erendum) of $250,000 to make the repairs and the lakes and dams 
became Village property.  This action set a precedent that Village 
residents would agree to tax themselves for the repair and mainte-
nance of the Village dams. 
 
This precedent came into play when Cardinal dam failed in 2006.  
Cardinal lake and dam were not included in the 1983 bond referen-
dum because ownership had been split off from the Whispering 
Pines Inc organization.  The repair cost was more than $700,000 
and was paid for by a number of sources including village taxes and 
a neighborhood group that collected more than $28,000, separate 
from taxes paid to the Village. 
 
Another mechanism was used to gain ownership of Blue Lake and 
dam.  When the subdivisions of Arrowstone and Newbury Ridge 
were proposed to the Village, the dam impounding Blue Lake was 
in need of repair.  The Village made a condition of subdivision ap-
proval that the dam would be repaired to State standards.     

The Village budget sets aside 15 cents of the total of 47 cents of tax 
per hundred of valuation for the purpose of infrastructure mainte-
nance (dam repair). For FY 21-22, this amounts to $951,807, or 
32% of village taxes.  This money is put in a special fund; a fund 
that cannot be used for daily operations.    
 
The stated goal of the Village is---Village ownership of the lakes 
and dams is important to protect our scenic beauty and our property 
values.  
        

Editorôs Note: The Village has forecasted infrastructure repair costs 
and revenue from this special fund for the next 20 years.  Contact 

the Village Manager for details.  

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

Spring Valley Lake dam projectð2019 

 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Lower Falls 

I donôt know about yôall but I feel like Iôve been bouncing around 
some kind of in-between zone since late spring. The past few 
hikes Iôve taken have felt that way too, not exactly citified and not 
quite wilderness.  

 

Interstate 40 begins in Wilmington, North Carolina and it traverses 
the entire country ending in Los Angeles, California. That is a lot of 
road. North Carolina boasts another kind of byway, one for walk-
ing. The Mountains-To-The-Sea (MST) trail snakes across the 
state for 1175 miles fromðas its name suggestsðthe mountains 
to the coast. Many parts of this trail cut across or follow existing 
roads, but some of it is tucked into fragments of wilderness. Iôve 
always been curious about this trail system so we headed to the 
Visitorôs Center on the Blue Ridge Parkway to explore a couple of 
the paths accessible from the edge of the parking lot. 

This segment of the MST loop is much shorter than I anticipated 
so we decided to hike the path that ends up at the Folk Art Center 
about two miles away. We planned to add the MST stretch on 
afterwards for a little longer walk. Almost immediately, we dropped 
into green surrounded by immense tulip poplars and other decidu-
ous trees.  

 

Both of these trails are a mix of human infrastructure and strips of 
forested land. We could hear I-40 at some points along the way; in 
some places the dense vegetation absorbed the car and truck 
noise. As we got closer to the Folk Art Center, the trail spilled out 
onto a country road with an overpass looming above us. We fig-

ured crossing the 
large grassy field 
under the highway 
wasnôt a great idea. 
Neither one of us 
was interested in 
collecting a leg full of 
ticks. In fall or winter 
when the ticks take a 
break from their 
blood feast, you can 
trek all the way to the 
Folk Art Center and 
back plus complete 
the short MST loop. 

Itôs close to 6 miles. I enjoyed being reminded how wilderness can 
envelop us even in more populated or disrupted landscapes. 

 

As we drove east the next morning towards Moore County, we 
stopped at Catawba Falls. Itôs a 100ft waterfall with easy access 

from I-40. Parking is available at the trailhead at the dead end of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catawba River Road near Old Fort. The lot was nearly full at 
9:30am - many, many families were enjoying time in the woods. 
The trail is wide and gets very steep as you near the base of the 
falls. A pileated woodpecker welcomed us to these woods with its 
resonant cackle. Recent rains made for some slick sections. There 
are rocky spots and all the foot traffic calls for caution as you as-
cend and even more caution as you head back down the path.  

 

We passed the ruins of a historic 1920ôs hydropower station shortly 
after we hit the trail. About halfway up was a partial wall from the 
associated dam that washed out in 2018. At the very top is a basin 
of rocks that steps down, creating a few tiers from the bottom of the 
waterfall. The promise of one of the highest set of falls in the state 
is also a very narrow stream dropping and pooling among the boul-
ders. All the folks who parked in the lot were gathered looking up, 
listening to the water spilling around us and communing in this 
beautiful spot. 

 

It was great to get out on these trails even if it wasnôt as serene as 
some of the other parks weôve visited this year. 

Super short section of  
Mountains-to-Sea Trail + loop to Folk Center 
Visitorôs Center @ Blue Ridge Parkway Milepost 384 
Near Asheville, NC 
----------- 
Extra! Catawba Falls Trails 
Trailhead is at the end of Catawba River Rd. 
Near Old Fort, NC 
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ñDirt Gardenerò Kathy Luckhaus grew up in Boonton, New Jersey 
and loved to watch her grandfather garden.  Itôs where her first no-
tion of gardening began.   
 
But her real love of gardens took root in England where she lived 
and worked for five years and met her husband Steve.  They had a 
house with a yard; she started simply by planting flowers.  Their 
second home had a more mature garden and thatôs when she really 
got into it.  Tours of English gardens helped her learn about the 
varieties of plantings, as well as the requirements to have a suc-
cessful garden. 
 
Kathy and Steve moved to New Jersey in the 70s and raised their 
family.  She eventually became a realtor, but still was involved with 
gardening and belonged to the local Garden Club. 
 
In 2005, the Luckhauses retired to Whispering Pines.  Finding the 
right piece of land meant that it had to have the proper orientation 
to the sun.  Kathy met Mary Louise Tate, a Southern Pines land-
scape designer.  They hit it off, drawing up a blue print which con-
verted Kathyôs ótobacco fieldô to a vision that she could work with.  
Tateôs Gardens by Design Company put in the hollies and the wax 
myrtlesðthe big stuff.  Kathy took it from there. 
 
ñThere was a lot of trial and error.  I read gardening books, kept 
notes, and went on more garden tours.ò  She even transplanted her 
grandfatherôs clematis from New Jersey!  
 
ñMy yard doesnôt really look like it did fifteen years ago,ò Kathy ad-
mitted.  ñI move things around, try new plants, and get bored with 
other plants, donating them to the Whispering Pines Garden Club 
or Weymouth plant sales.ò 

Volunteering with Dirt Gardeners 
Kathy wanted to do more than her own home garden.  She was fa-
miliar with Weymouth Gardens on Connecticut Avenue in Southern 
Pines and learned of the volunteer work group, The Dirt Gardeners.  
ñIn the beginning, I just did what they told me to do.  Eventually, Lar-
ry Cohen (master gardener and former president of the Sandhills 
Garden Society, now deceased) and I got more involved with their 
plant sale.ò  In 2010 it started to take off with the help of lots of other 
volunteers.  
 
ñPlant donations as well as garden tools, decorative pots, etc., are 
very important,ò she stressed.  Sheôd like folks to remember not to 
toss out the plants they are thinning or tired of, but to give her a call.  
ñThe proceeds go back to the Weymouth gardens as well as the 
(Weymouth) House.ò 
 
Along with the Weymouth plant sale, Kathy heads the design and 
plantings on the property, collaborating with Lucy Meldrum and Sue 
Huston. The budget is tight.  She shared that Proven Winners Com-
pany offers the group ówholesaleô pricing with some superb catalogs 
from which to order lovely plants. 
 
Right now there are 25 dirt gardenersð10 of them regulars.  For 
people who have the passion, itôs a perfect fit.  ñVolunteering offers 
new friends and camaraderie, keeps you moving with some physical 
work, and gives you the satisfaction that youôre maintaining a lovely 
garden landscape all year.ò 
 

Gardenerõs Delight on Dahlia Way 

Kathy Luckhaus enjoys working in her 

backyard garden on Dahlia Way. 

If youôd like more infor-

mation on becoming a Dirt 

Gardner, contact Kathy 

Luckhaus at 910.986.3009. 

The ólong garden,ô  just a small part of the gardens at 

Weymouth House designed and maintained by Dirt Gar-

dener volunteers headed by Kathy Luckhaus. 
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The Country Club of Whispering Pines and 

Whispering Woods Golf Club are expanding 

their dining options.  

WHISPERING Q  

at the COUNTRY CLUB 

OF WHISPERING PINES  

CCWP plans to renovate the Ellis Maples 

Grill according to JP Longueil, General Man-

ager. His goal is to turn the grill room into 

WHISPERING Q, the ñbarbeque destination 

for the area.ò  He described the menu as ñall 

things smokehouse,ò including pulled pork, 

brisket, wings, and smoked turkey club 

sandwiches, boasting ñgreat food at a great 

price.ò  

The inspiration for the change came from 

David Bungarz, Operations Manager, who 

has been smoking BBQ for twenty years.  

Itôs the relaxed atmosphere of Davidôs get-

togethers that CCWP hopes to recreate, 

according to Longueil.  He foresees ña casu-

al venue where all genres will feel wel-

come.ò Claudia Dooley, Food and Beverage/

Events Director, sees WHISPERING Q as 

ñan upbeat, fun placeò with a family atmos-

phere.  

David is currently working to perfect his 

tangy, vinegar-based sauce.  ñThere will be 

no Sweet Baby Rays from a bottle,ò accord-

ing to Josh Sacker, a PGA student intern at 

CCWP. Much of the menu, including sauces 

and dressings and maybe the bread, will be 

prepared in house from local sources 

where possible. The plan is to ñseparate 

the golf courses from the restaurant,ò 

according to Longueil.   

WHISPERING Q will be open to every-

one.  The deck will be spruced up. Tables 

in the grill room will be covered with paper 

where children (or anyone) can color. 

Music will play including occasional live 

entertainment. Longueil wants WHISPER-

ING Q to be ña great experience, not just 

a place to eat.ò   

Tentative hours will be 11-7, maybe later 

on Friday and Saturday nights.  Food will 

be available to dine in, take out or deliv-

ered by local services. 

 

 

 

 

 

FILLY & COLTôS  

at WHISPERING 

WOODS GOLF CLUB  

Karen and John Littlefield have been pro-

prietors of Filly & Coltôs for eleven years 

and previously operated at Longleaf and 

Little River before moving to their new 

location, formerly occupied by Whispering 

Woods Caf®.  Karen Littlefield said, ñThe 

third timeôs a charm!ò  

Littlefieldôs vision is for Filly & Coltôs to be 

a neighborhood bar and grill that caters to 

golfers.  The restaurant will be open 

Tuesday-Sunday for breakfast and lunch 

(Mondays as well during golf season) from 

7-4:30 and remain open Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday evening for dinner until 9:00.   

The menu will feature many standards that 

have been successful for them in the past, 

including pizza.  There will be rotating spe-

cials that are not available other places, 

such as stuffed cabbage, pierogis, and 

schnitzel and red cabbage. Thick cod sand-

wiches will be on Friday nightôs menu.  The 

Sunday brunch menu will include breakfast 

and lunch items plus a special. It will not be 

a buffet. Soup may be ordered by the quarts 

to go.  Karen Littlefield said ñWe make as 

much as we can, the sauces, dressings, 

chicken salad, pizza dough, and some of 

the bread.ò   

Art Colasanti, owner of Whispering Woods 

is ñecstaticò that Filly & Coltôs is opening.  

Renovations to the restaurant and interior of 

the building are underway, and changes to 

the outside decks will follow.   

Food will be available for dine in or take out. 

The Filly & Coltôs app will allow golfers to 

order a quick ñgrab and goò from the golferôs 

menu while playing hole #8 and pick it up as 

the players pass by the restaurant at #9.  

Anyone can use the app as well to order 

food and have it delivered to their car as 

they pull up in front of the restaurant. Little-

field will continue her catering service and 

open the restaurant Tuesday and Wednes-

day nights for special events. 

 

Both restaurants hope to open around the 

beginning of September. 

Two New Restaurant Options 

in Whispering Pines 


