
  

Inside this Issue 

NEW 

SEPTEMBER 2021 A Newspaper featuring Village News, Chit Chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from the Pinesò 

Proposed Housing Density Change Rejected 
utilities regarding the area, including Caro-
lina Water.  Citing a possible benefit to 
increased density, the option for sewerage 
rather than septic would have better feasi-
bility, as well as the quality of water.  He 
also said that electrical and cable wires 
would be buried.    

Questions and comments regarding wet-
lands and flood path area, access roads, 
and annexation to the village were brought 
up during the meeting 

However, at the Village Council work ses-
sion held the following week, discussion 
focused primarily on whether or not to 
change the current LDO, allowing more 
homes than is currently allowed.  The 
consensus was 5-0 to keep the LDO lan-
guage intact.   

Residents spoke--some in tears--thanking 
Council for listening to them and their  
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Local resident and developer Colin Webster 
presented to Village Council an idea for 300 
acres he is contracting to buy in the ETJð
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction.  The land is 
situated near Whisper Lake, Goldenrod 
Drive, Royal Woods Way, and Queenôs 
Cove. 

He asked Council for increased flexibility in 
the Land Development Ordinance (LDO) to 
allow for a wider range of products  
(homes) to the village.  Webster, who de-
veloped Heronôs Brook, presented a draw-
ing that would include patio homes, quarter 
acre, third acre, as well as half-acre lots for 
new homes.  ñWe can manage open space 
better by clustering some areas,ò he stated 
to Council and 25 residents who attended 
the special meeting on August 17th.  By his 
reckoning, there could be between 250-465 
homes built at the site in a phased roll-out. 

Webster has been in touch with several 

concerns.  Mayor Roberts also said that 
many members of Council had received 
emails and phone calls asking not to 
change the LDO. 
 
Edit Note:  If the purchase of the 300 
acres is achieved, Webster is able to 
build homes on the land, but must con-
form to the acreage, wetland rules, etc., 
as written in the LDO.   
 
See related story on the Impact of 
Growth in the Village, page 8. 
 
 

Concert and Fireworks October 2 

Residents are invited to a free concert and 
fireworks to be held on the park grounds at 
the end of Hardee Lane from 6:30pm -
8:30pm. In addition to the concert, there will 
be food trucks, beer, wine and video game 
trucks on site.  Bring your blankets and 
chairs, but no pets, please. 
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The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was at-
tended by Shane Stauffer, Chair, Chris Bishop, Mike Boyle, Deb 
Castle, Dean Kalles (Alternate), and George Venet.  Linda Chris-
topher, Zoning Administrator, was also present.   
 
Public Hearing 
Julie McEvoy applied for a home occupation permit to run a pre-
natal/post-partum fitness center in her garage at 4 Ainsley Ave-
nue.  She would limit it to three clients per session.  There were no 
comments from the public. 
 
Old Business 
Continued discussion on height requirements for accessory build-
ings (non-garage, non-livestock) in the ETJ.  Mr. Bishop, who rep-
resents the ETJ, is looking to increase the height by one foot (21 
feet) as a reasonable modification.  Members asked about poten-
tial abuse of any new height amendments, whether living space 
could be included (no), and other situations.  Other heights were 
discussed as well as no changes to the current LDO.  Mr. Boyle 
called for a motion to change the code for height restriction from 
20 feet to 24 feet which passed 5-0. 

Planning & Zoning Meeting 

August 25, 2021 

New Business 
Home Occupation permit for Ms. McEvoy (see above Public Hear-
ing) to run jkm Fitness, LLC.  The Boardôs biggest concern was 
applicantôs five previous parking warnings where visitors endan-
gered the public for emergency vehicles.  Ms. McEvoy said she did 
ask clients to move their cars (the visitors did not know street park-
ing rules) and that she, herself is aware of the rule and will ensure 
that clients will not park on the street. A neighbor addressed the 
Board and offered his driveway for extra parking.  Mr. Stauffer 
thanked the neighbor but couldnôt consider it as a solution since 
people move.   

§ Grounds for permit revocation would include parking violations 
§ Yearly permit is required from the Village 

 
The Home Occupancy permit motion was passed 5-0. 

 
Next Meeting:  September 29 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 

Y A R D S AL E 

COMMUNITY WIDE  

OCTOBER 22~23~24 
Permits $5 Check or Cash   

Village Hallñ10 Pine Ridge Drive 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 

August 26, 2021 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, and Bob 
Zschoche.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, Jason Graham, Police 
Chief.  12+ residents were in the gallery. 
 
Village Manager Staff Items 
Mr. Lambdin presented several items for Councilôs consideration: 
 
Security cameras for beach parks and other public areas.   
§ While the park incident levels are low, the village is facing 

increased usage by non-residents (excluding property own-
ers and authorized guests).  Keeping up with unauthorized 
people is difficult with the current police patrols.  Investing in 
a 24/7 infrared camera system which offers instant alerts to 
the police, video analytics,  color imaging, etc., will help with 
the situation concerning safety issues as well. 

§ The cameras will be phased-in, and money from the unas-
signed fund balance could be used ($8945 + tax if not part of 
this pricing). 

§ He suggested that the first cameras (2) be placed at the 
Spring Valley Lake beaches on Pine Ridge Drive. 

§ Mr. Conway stated, ñCameras are the way that law enforce-
ment is goingétechnology is unbelievableéfrom a security 
stand point, itôs a no brainer.ò 

§ A consensus was agreed upon (5-0) for the item to be on the 
September Village Council agenda. 

 
Memorial survey 
§ Low response rate, but respondents were in favor of the me-

morial and for donating to the project.  Develop an ad hoc 
committee, similar to the Open Space Committee.  Tasks will 
be incorporated for the committee to discuss and recom-
mend.   

§ Unanimous approval by Council. 
 

Residential density review, emanating from the Special Meeting 
of August 17.   

§ A developer discussed an idea of building homes with a 
higher density configuration in the ETJ.   Mr. Lambdin pre-
sented the question, ñIs Council interested in modifying the 
current LDO to allow density greater than the current LDO?ò  
All members of Council voted ñnoòðthat they were not inter-
ested in changing the current ordinance.  (See story on page 
one.) 

§ Mayor Roberts stated that this (process) was a good way to 
ñégauge the appetite of the village and council for building in 
the villageéit keeps us a tranquil residential community.ò   

§ Ms. Harris added that ñthis is what a transparent government 
does.ò 
ß Jan McClay (Goldenrod Drive) thanked the council, 

but added that this is not over, that the developer has 
a contract, ñéthe land is for sale.ò 

ß Donna Ansted (Royal Woods Way) also thanked the 
Council, and was tearful in her concerns regarding 
increased traffic with regards to children and pets.  

 
Easement agreement for Carolina Water has been reviewed and 

the money should be received next week.   The project is ex-
pected to be completed by December 31. 

 
Draft resolution to reinstate (retroactively) the Covid relief fund for 

employees.   Voted 5-0 in favor. 
 
Heronôs Brook final plat needed a modification to two parcels add-

ed to the subdivision under a conservation easement from the 
Three Rivers Land Trust.   

§ One acre is allowed for a house, the rest must be natural land.  
The lake is part of the propertyðthe new owner will have one 
parcel of 39 acres, including the lake and dam.  New owner 
will be responsible for the dam.    

§ The property is not inside the villageôs corporate limits.  No 
action from Councilðthis was information only from Ms. Chris-
topher.  Developer (Colin Webster) will be at the September 
Council meeting for any questions.   

§ Mr. Zschoche would like the new owner (or representative) at 
the meeting for Council to ensure care of dam.  This impacts 
ódownstreamô residents, in other words, village residents. 

 
Council Items 
§ Council approved by consensus the changes to the LDO re-

garding a breezeway.  The new language for size:  maximum 
of 8 feet wide, no longer than one-quarter the length of the 
front façade of the principle dwelling.  Definition of a breeze-
way will be changed to ñA roofed, open passage connecting a 
principle dwelling and a detached garage.ò 

 
§ Regarding changing permitted standards within the ETJ over-

lay, Council voiced by a vote of 3-2, to make no changes at 
this time.  Mayor Roberts and Mr. Zschoche were the dissent-
ing voices (they were in favor of making changes). 

 
Next work session meeting:  September 23, at 2pm, Village Hall. 
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Village Council Highlights 

September 8, 2021 

Council members present: Mayor Alexa Roberts, Glenn Bernard 
(Mayor Pro-Tem), Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob Zschoche. 

Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Manager, Linda 
Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance Office, Jason 
Graham, Police Chief, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.  
There were over 30 residents in the gallery. 

Public Hearings 

§ Amendment to the Land Development Ordinance pertaining 
to seasonal pools. 

Three residents provided input. Deb Castle stated her 
concern that residents may be unaware of the impact 
pool water and chemicals have on septic tanks and 
fields.  She pointed out that Moore County provides 
information on proper placement of a pool and fencing 
requirements.  Linda Vandercook stated her concern 
with the water and chemicals that go into septic areas, 
neighborôs yards or a lake when emptying seasonal 
pools. Richard Dougherty pointed out that salt solutions 
can be used instead of chemicals. 

§ Amendment to the Land Development Ordinance pertaining 
to the maximum height allowed for non-garage/non-livestock 
accessory buildings in the RA. 

 Residents provided no comments. 

 

Quasi-Judicial Public Hearing 

§ Consideration of a special use permit application submitted 
by Mohamed Rashani 

Residents provided no comments.   

The issue was tabled until next month because Mr. 
Rashani was not present. 

 

Report from the Village Manager 

§ An email from Carolina Water confirmed the execution of an 
agreement with the Village that provides an easement for the 
construction of a water infiltration building.  The agreement 
provides $8000 which the Village Public Works department 
will use for landscaping and to restore and improve parking 
around the site.  It is anticipated that work will be completed 
by the end of the year. 

§ The Village Volunteer Appreciation Reception will be held 
October 28 from 4pm-6pm at Thagard Park. 

§ Community CPR training will be held October 30 at 9am.  
Registration information will be included in the Village news-
letter. 

§ The Fall Concert and Fireworks will be held October 2 from 
6:30pm-8:30pm. There will be food trucks, beer, wine and 
video game trucks. 

§ The surplus equipment sale closed with seven out the 13 
items sold for $1075.  The remaining items will be listed on 
govdeals for two weeks.  Anything not sold will go to the 
dump. 

§ Mr. Lambdin reminded residents to report any problems 
they see in the Village to the police non-emergency number 
at the time it is happening.  No action can be taken hours or 
days later and the Village does not monitor Facebook.  The 
on duty officer carries a cell phone that answers that non- 
emergency number. Call 911 for all fire emergencies. 

§ The Public Works department made 79 stops over three 
days to pick up bulky items. The service will be offered 
again in February. Mr. Zschoche thanked the Village for 
providing that service and commended Public Works and 
the trash collectors for keeping our Village clean. 

§ The Village received the Certificate of Approval to Modify 
from State Dam Safety and will proceed with the seepage 
collection system at Thagard and Pine lakes.  The project 
will get started as soon as Bob Kissinger can find PVC pipe 
that is needed for the job. 

Unfinished Business-none 

New Business 

§ Budget Ordinance Amendment #3-Spring Valley Park En-
hanced Security 

Security cameras will be installed at both parks on 
Spring Valley to monitor activity. This project will also 
provide public Wifi access in that area.  Amendment 
passed 5-0. 

§ Budget Ordinance Amendment #4-Insurance Settlement 

An insurance settlement was received to cover the 
repairs to the police car that was struck by a deer. 
Amendment passed 5-0. 

§ A resolution was approved 5-0 to extend the benefits provid-
ed by Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA). 
These benefits provided by the government to cover 80 
hours of leave for full time employees impacted by COVID 
expired in December.  The Village will extend these bene-
fits, retroactively through June 30, 2022. 

§ A resolution was approved 5-0 to form an ad hoc committee 
to consider constructing a Veterans Memorial within the 
Village.   

(Continued next page) 
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§ An amendment to the LDO, Chapter 6, SR 1(5) defined a 
breezeway and its maximum width, height and length. Amend-
ment passed 5-0. 

§ An amendment to Chapter J of the Code of Ordinances clari-
fied civil penalties for violation of ordinances.  The amendment 
passed 5-0. 

§ A modification to the final plat of Herons Brook Subdivision 
was tabled for further discussion at the Work Session.  The 
State Storm Water permit was modified in 2015 when a 
change in materials used for driveways in the subdivision left 
Herons Brook Subdivision incompliant. The proposed modifica-

Curtis Richie (left) receives the Kiwanis Builders 

Cup from Chris White, Kiwanis Governor for the 

Carolinas District.  

Curtis Richie Awarded Builders Cup 

Since 1927, the Kiwanis Club has awarded its Builders Cup to rec-

ognize an individual who óby unselfish personal service, without 

hope of personal gain, has outstandingly contributed to the upbuild-

ing of the Sandhills Section.ô  This yearôs honoree is Curtis Richie 

of Bogie Drive. 

ñI am particularly honored and humbled to be in the company of 

prior recipients, including Voit Gilmore and David Bruton.  I donôt 

see myself on the same level as those individuals,ò Richie said.    

You may know Curtis from his dedication to the Kiwanis Clubôs 
annual blueberry sale or spearheading the Garden Clubôs annual 
Plant Sale.  His concerns about the environment result in his help-
ing with the roadside trash pickup both Spring and Fall.  Richie has 
also been a voice in the village regarding ownerôs responsibility for 
cleaning up after their pets.   

According to a recent tribute in The Pilot, Curtis has volunteered 
with the Child Resources Advocacy Center.  We know heôs also 
given his time to read to Head Start participants and be involved 
with the Kiwanis student organizations, K-Kids and Key Club. 

Richie said his wife, Lisa, has been very supportive of his activities 
and deserves credit also. ñSheôs always ready to help me.  Itôs a 
team effort between the two of us,ò he said. 

Congratulations, Curtis, and well-deserved. 

 

 

(Village Council, continued from pervious page) 

(Some information reprinted courtesy of 
John Nagyôs column in The Pilot, 9/5/21.) 

tion to the Herons Brook plat would add 39 acres (including a 
lake) in the ETJ to the Herons Brook Subdivision.  All except 
one acre would be placed in a conservation easement. The 
Village must agree to modify the final plat before the State will 
consider finalizing the Storm Water permit. 

§ The purchase of two training webinars on quasi-judicial proce-
dures and conditional zoning were approved 5-0. 

 

Next Council meeting: October 13 at 6pm, Village Hall. 
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Fire Rescue Department 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Response Time to Emergency Incidentsñ2021 

Type of Call 
2020 Aug 2021 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 43 61 402 67 

Building Fire 102 15 13 19 74 12 

Outside Fire 21 3 2 3 48 8 

Service Call 26 4 4 6 27 4 

Fire Alarm 57 8 3 4 23 4 

Storm Damage 42 6 4 6 10 2 

Vehicle Accident 40 6 0 0 8 1 

Investigation 6 1 1 1 6 1 

Hazardous Condition 12 2 0 0 6 1 

Aircraft Emergency 3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   70   604   

HOUSE FIRE IN CARTHAGE 

On August 25, the Whispering Pines Fire Department responded to 
a house fire on Wilson Lane in Carthage.  Engine 512 attended 
with two personnel and conducted a primary search of the struc-
ture.  They also assisted other responding fire departments with 

fire attack on the second floor.   

Although significant damage occurred, residents and their pets 
escaped without injury. 

 

ANNUAL FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE OCTOBER 9 

In honor of Fire Prevention Week, residents are invited to tour the 
Fire House on Hardee Lane and see the equipment.  This is also 
when residents should inspect their smoke alarms and other detec-
tors and replace batteries. 
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Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type AUG 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 1  

  Larceny 1 16  

  Vandalism 0 2  

  Assault 1 6  

  Fraud 1 32  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 1 25  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 0 2  

  Barking dog (warning) 0 2  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 21 109  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 13 115  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 0 18  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 1 17  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

April 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,026 

May 24 4 4 1 103 118 53 74 354 1,114 

June 21 9 16 4 88 97 67 88 432 990 

July 12 8 11 0 107 127 69 91 512 1,065 

August 12 7 11 0 88 102 42 53 539 1,080 

TOTAL 161 49 74 15 754 861 452 632 3,234 8,226 

Police Incidents 2021 
REMINDER:  LOCK YOUR VEHICLES! 

Due to another rash of vehicle break-ins and thefts in Pinehurst 

recently, Police Chief Jason Graham again reminds villagers to 

lock vehicles parked outdoors.  ñWe donôt want to get more reports 

from Whispering Pines residents of their cars/trucks being vandal-

ized and items stolen.  This is easily preventable by remembering 

to lock up at night,ò he said. 

 

PARK GUESTS 

ñWe do find numerous occasions where guests are using the parks 

unaccompanied by the resident host,ò Chief Graham said.  

ñResidents should remember to obtain Guest Passes and ensure 

their guests have the pass with them if visiting the park without the 

resident host.ò  

 

NO LOST & FOUND AT PARKS 

Between the Police and Maintenance crews, all kinds of items are 

found left behind at the parks.  These items are generally discard-

ed after a few days, as there is no Lost & Found area.  Chief Gra-

ham suggests, ñMake sure what you bring to the park is what you 

go home with!ò    
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Everyone knows the Village has grown and there is little room with-
in the corporate limits for it to grow more. How has this growth and 
the resulting increase in revenue from taxes impacted our budget?  
Do we need growth to sustain our Village? 
   
The Village has a variety of sources of income other than ad val-
orem taxes (those received from real and personal property, and 
motor vehicle taxes.) Those other sources include income from 
sales taxes, fire district taxes, permits and fees, donations, interest 
on bank accounts, and intergovernmental revenues such as Tele-
communications, Utility Franchise, Beer & Wine Tax, and Solid 
Waste Disposal Tax.  These sources make up nearly 40% of our 
income. The good news, according to Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, is that, ñéthe Village only relies upon ad valorem taxes for 
60% of the budget.ò  Of the other sources of revenue, the two big 
ones are sales tax and fire tax. 
 

Sales Tax Revenue 

The largest of these other sources, sales tax, accounts for over $1 
million in revenue each year.  The amount Whispering Pines re-
ceives is determined by the total sales tax collected in Moore Coun-

Impact of Growth on  

Whispering Pines Operating Revenues 

ty.  The State pools all the sales tax collected across the state then 
distributes it to each municipality according to its population. Sales 
tax revenues took a big jump this year.  Cindy Graham, Finance 
Officer for Whispering Pines, speculated that ñéeveryone stayed 
home and spent money trying to entertain kids and do work on their 
home.ò  This, coupled with the State beginning to collect sales tax 
on internet interstate commerce, upped our sales tax revenue.  
Rich Lambdin explained it this way. ñThis is how Whispering Pines 
does so well with so little commercial development.  We get a slice 
of the county revenue based on county spending.ò  
 

Fire Tax 

The Whispering Pines Fire Rescue Department is responsible for 
covering a fire district that extends beyond the corporate limits of 
Whispering Pines.  Residents who live outside a municipality are 
assigned to a fire district and pay a fire tax.  That tax is returned to 
the municipality that provides support to them.  Whispering Pines 
expects to receive nearly a quarter million dollars from that tax.  
 

The Impact of Growth on Whispering Pines Operating Revenues 

 
 

Fiscal 
Year 

Operating 
Revenue* 

Tax Rate/$100 
Valuation 

Ad Valorem Taxes** 
Ad Valorem Taxes 

as a % of Operating 
Revenue 

Total Valuation of 
Property 

2021-22 $4,720,049 
(estimated reve-

nues) 

$0.47 total 
$0.32-Operating 
$0.15-CRMRF 

$2,982,785 
$2,030,832- Operating 

Revenue 
$951,953 to CRMRF 

63% $636,878,269 

2020-21 
  

$4,469,694 
(unaudited reve-

nues) 

$0.42 
$0.32-Operating 
$0.10-CRMRF 

$2,667,190 
  

59.7% $613,721,622 

2019-20 $3,952,801 $0.37 
$0.31-Operating 
$0.06-CRMRF 

$2,264,866 57.3% $603,537,650 
(property reevalu-

ation) 
2018-19 $3,586,143 $0.37 

$0.32-Operating 
$0.05-CRMRF 

$2,012,095 56.1% $543,072,703 

2017-18 $3,387,576 $0.37 
$0.32-Operating 
$0.05-CRMRF 

$1,906,216 56.2% $514,800,541 

2016-17 $3,254,780 $0.37 
$0.32-Operating 
$0.05-CRMRF 

$1,822,002 60% $492,152,432 

*Operating Revenue: General funds of the budget less Capital Reserve Major Repair Funds that will be transferred in to 

cover major repairs to infrastructure 

**Ad Valorem Taxes: Real, Personal Property, and Motor Vehicles Taxes 

(Continued next page) 
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 Property Tax Rates and the Capital Reserve                      
Major Repair Fund 

The Villageôs property tax rate bounced around between 31 cents 
and 39 cents from 2001-2009 then settled at 37 cents/$100 in valu-
ation until 2019.  In 2011, the Village began to transfer 5 cents of 
the 37 cents to the Capital Reserve Major Repair Fund (CRMRF) 
when it became clear that the dams would require major repairs in 
the next twenty years.  These repairs cannot be financed.  The Vil-
lage needed to start saving for these projects and setting aside 
funds in the CRMRF provided a way to do that.   
 
In 2019, all homes in Moore County were reassessed and that 
brought in additional tax revenue.  Village Council decided to redi-
rect an additional 1 cent of that yearôs property tax revenue to the 
CRMRF for a total of 6 cents out of the 37 cents.  Then the Spring 
Valley Spillway project showed Whispering Pines the reality of dam 
repair costs.  Village Council voted to increase the property tax rate 
to 42 cents in 2020 and to 47 cents in 2021 with the additional reve-
nue to be transferred to the CRMRF and earmarked for dam 
maintenance.  It is estimated that $951,953 of the nearly $3 million 
collected in ad valorem taxes in 2021-22 will be transferred to the 
CRMRF. Whispering Pines will continue to operate on 32 cents out 
of the 47 cents collected from property taxes. 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŘŀƳǎ ώǿƛƭƭϐ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŬƴŀƴŎŜŘΦ 

Bottom Line 

Lambdin is proud of the fact that Whispering Pines has held an 
operating base line tax rate of 32 cents and never increased that 
operating rate to keep up with growth.  There are more roads and 
parks to maintain, more trash to pick up, and more people and 
homes to protect. The population has increased 70% in ten years, 
but only five staff members have been added in the Village. He 
said, ñIf growth stops, will operating expenses keep going up? 
Thereôs nothing the Village does that gets cheaper.ò  He further 
states that the twenty year tax rate ñpaints the picture of the Village 
being fiscally responsible and we are living within our means.ò   
 
What if everything gets built out?  Can we sustain the 32 cent rate? 
Thatôs the million dollar question. Budgets can be adjusted.  Maybe 
we could defer non-recurring expenses.  Maybe we can find ways 
to stretch our budget.  Home values are reassessed every four 
years. That may bring in more revenue. The future comes with no 
guarantees. 
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Our History  

The First Commercial Building 

in the Village 

Soon after A.B. Hardee founded the Village in 1959, his land devel-
opment and real estate business needed a place to operate.  He 
had already established the country club in the vicinity of the pre-
sent Clubhouse but wanted a separate place for his non golf opera-
tions. 

In 1962, Hardee built a facility next to the golf club and called it the 
Administration Building with the address of 1 Clubhouse Dr.  In 
addition to being the home of Whispering Pines, Inc., his land de-
velopment business, he also operated his real estate sales busi-
ness, Sandhills Properties, Inc., at this location.  The name was 
later changed to Hardee and Shore Realty Company, Inc.,  and 
included his partner, Bill Shore. 

In addition to serving as a real estate office, this building has served 
many other functions over the years. 

From 1963 to 1972, the building was used as the Whispering Pines 
Post Office.  (The August 2020 edition of The New Pitch has details 
of this operation.) 

When the Village was incorporated in 1969, the Administration 
Building functioned as the de facto Village Hall until the present 

Village Hall was built in 1973. 

When the Hardee operation went into bankruptcy in the early 
1980ôs, Hardee was forced to sell much of his holdings.  The Ad-
ministration building was purchased by George Ellis in 1985.  
George and his wife Jean operated the Whispering Pines Proper-
ties real estate firm from the building.  As the name indicates, the 
Ellisôs concentrated their business on real estate in the Village. 

George and Jean decided to retire from the real estate business in 
2017 and sold the building to a newly created firm, Everything 
Pines Partners, LLC.  The principals in this business included Anita 
Emery and Betsy Robinson, longtime village residents and longtime 
realtors in the Village.  

An inspection of the building, which had not undergone any renova-
tions since 1962, revealed asbestos and other problems.  A com-
plete renovation down to the bare studs was undertaken.  Windows, 
doors, septic, electrical and mechanical were replaced.  The build-
ing was reopened for business in June 2018. 

Today the building is owned by Kristi Snyder who operates it as the 
Whispering Pines home of Everything Pines Partners real estate 
and Everything Pines Rentals; still supporting the Village as it has 
for almost 60 years.  It is fitting the oldest commercial building in the 
Village relates to the buying and selling of residential real estate 
and that Whispering Pines continues as a residential Village.  

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Paul and Sally Nealon were raised in traditional family homes in 
Scranton, PA.  They were high school sweethearts.  Sally wore 
Paulôs class ring.  He was captain of the basketball team.   
 
After graduation, Paul joined the Navy; Sally became a clerical 
worker.  After two years, they got married.  Paul was transferred to 
Norfolk, VA and Sally went with him.  They had two children while 
stationed there.   
 
Completing his four years in the service, they moved to Utica, NY.  
Sally was a ñstay at home momò with their now three children (two 
girls and a boy) and Paul was hired as an electronics test techni-
cian for Univac.  Two years later, the family moved back to Scran-
ton where Paul worked for IBM in the final test area for computers 
for 30 years. 
 
In 1997, the Nealons retired to Whispering Pines and built a house 
near Whisper Lake.  While Paul did play golf in Pennsylvania, it 
wasnôt particularly a passion with himéeven though their new sur-
rounds were perfect for that pleasure.  (He did volunteer at Whis-
pering Woods for 15 years, handling the carts and golf bags, how-
ever.) 

Within four months of settling in, they both volunteered their timeð
weeklyðat Moore Regional hospital (First Health).  ñWe just dug into 
the community!ò Sally said.   
Sally was an aide in the 
óchemo outpatientô unit for 20 
years, and moved to órecordsô 
recently.  Volunteerism wasnôt new to her, though.  She had been 
giving her time at a hospital in Scranton for many years. 
 
Paul, however, just thought heôd ñgo alongò with his wife to Moore 
Regional and put his name in.  Sally made it clear that they werenôt 
to work in the same department.  ñHe would make his friends and I 
would make mine.  We needed something to talk about at the end of 
the day.ò  Paul agreed it was a good strategy.  ñToo much together-
ness can be a bad thing,ò he laughed.  His assignment was first in 
wheelchair repair, then in the discharge area, helping people to their 
cars.  ñBest job in the hospitaléitôs a fun job.ò 
 
Concurrent with their hospital work, the Nealons have other volun-
teer activities.  Early on, they joined the Whispering Pines Garden 

Club.  Sally had a variety of Board 
positions, including VP-Programs 
and was Hospitality Chair for 6 years.  
(She is back at that position this 
year!)  Both did roadside clean-up, 

plant sale help, and Paul started as the Park/Garden coordinator and 
eventually Chairmanðand still is today.  He is proud that the parks 
have had lots of improvements under his tenure, including water 
systems (most with timers) and stone walls.  ñI think the park care-
takers have an easier time now with the irrigation in place,ò he said. 
 
During the past five years, Sally and Paul also volunteer with the NC 
Philharmonic.  Sally is in hospitality, again putting her friendly ways 
to good use, procuring light snacks and refreshments for the musi-
cians during rehearsals and 
show dates.   Paul is the stage 
manager and also gets in-
volved in setting up the chairs 
and music stands plus any logistics needed for events not at the 
Bradshaw Performance Arts Center at SCC.  They work about eight 
concerts each year. 
 
Seems like a lot to do, right? 

Quintessential Volunteers 

Sally and Paul Nealon in their garden on Shadow 

Drive.  If you live in Whispering Pines, youôve un-

doubtedly seen them around! 

(Continued next page) 
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It doesnôt end there.  The Nealons are Eucharistic ministers for St. 
Anthonyôs church in Southern Pines.  For 15 years they have of-
fered communion to those members who are sick or homebound. 
 
Theyôve also been involved in various Village activities, such as 
Springfest, July 4th celebrations, the Halloween party, and the De-
cember holiday tree lighting.  Add to that the ShamRock ônô Roll 
road race, Whispers, ice cream socials, The Muckrakers, Commu-
nity Building clean-upðincluding new windows, and Village Em-
ployee appreciation socials. They were also instrumental in getting 
the Pavilion built at Thagard Lake, obtaining former Councilwoman 
Molly Boggisôs  backing for this in the village budget. 
 
Paul says 80 will catch up to him in a few months.   ñIôd like to let go 
of the Park/Garden Chairmanship so Iôm looking for a replace-
mentésomeone to gradually take over, starting as a coordinator, 
would be ideal,ò he explained. 
 
Sally and Paul obviously love giving to their community.  Theyôve 
found diverse ways to keep active, meet people, not be bored, and 
know that what theyôre doing helps in so many ways.   
 
ñWeôre still going, and donôt regret anything,ò Sally said, with Paul 
emphatically agreeing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If youôre looking for something to do with your timeðwhether itôs 
an hour a month or several hours a week, contact the Muck-
rakers, Senior Enrichment Center, First Health hospital, The 
Thrift Shop, WP Garden Club, Society for the Blind, Moore 
Humane Society (dog walkers in need), ñThe Coali-
tionò (Sandhills Moore Coalition), Weymouth Gardens, Sun-
rise Theatre, Moore County Boy Scouts of America, Girl 
Scouts USA, Little League, Sandhills Childrenôs Center, 
Prancing Horse Therapeutic Riding Centeréthe list goes on.   
 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Turkey Tail Mushrooms 

We stayed in Raleigh for a few days this past month to house/cat 
sit for my brother and his wife. It was humid and 96 degrees within 
the city boundaryðthe heat index made the temps feel like 112 
degreesðand we needed some relief.  We headed out to the for-
est. 

 

Itôs extraordinary that this big park with space for RV Camping, 
tent camping, equestrian trails plus biking and hiking, sits on the 
edge of a city like Raleigh. William B. Umstead State Park is over 
6,000 acres with a curious history as well as being a product of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps of the 1930s. For more details check 
out this link: https://www.ncparks.gov/william-b-umstead-state-
park/history 

 

Weôve hiked here a number of times over the past five years and 
biked on the multi-use trails that connect to the North Carolina 
Museum of Art greenway by way of Reedy Creek Rd. This green-
way system extends all the way from Cary through Umstead Park 
and on to the NC State campus. It also intersects with the East 
Coast Greenway that runs from Maine to Key West. Awesome! 

 

Use the main entrance on Glenwood Avenue (Hwy 70).   Go past 
the visitorôs centerðthe road dead-ends at two parking lots above 
Big Lake. There are bathrooms here and picnic shelters which can 

be reserved for large gatherings. The Sycamore Trail + Loop 
caught our attention and we committed to the just over 7 mile trail. 
As soon as we walked under the canopy, it was at least 15 degrees 
cooler; the forest shading everything within it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We started about 10 am, but by this time, it was too durn hot for 
most folks even in the understory. A few sweat-swirling devotees 
were slogging their way back to the lot as we closed in on the loop 
section of the trail. This hike is mostly wooded and slightly hilly with 
a short section sidling up to the Sycamore Creek. I consider it an 
easy hike. If the length of the entire trail + loop seems too long, 
hike in as far as you like and then just turn around. This is a more 
traditional narrow dirt path with lots of tree roots and rocks buckling 
up along the way. Keep focused on your balance and foot place-
ment to prevent falls. We crossed the multi-use trail a few times 
along the way so keep your wits about you in case bikes or horses 
are zooming or trotting by. 

 

We saw trees, trees, trees and then a raucous reflection of leaves 
along the surface of Sycamore Creek. There were downed logs 
covered in turkey tail mushrooms, skinks of all sizes running up the 
tree trunks looking for little outposts under bark flaps, and C. spot-
ted an eastern eyed click beetle, a large bug with markings that 
look like huge eyes on the back of its exoskeleton.  

 

On our way back, about 30 minutes out from the parking lot, the 
heavy air started bearing down on us. I kept saying, ñWe are al-
most there. I remember this landmark when we started out!ò C. just 
about melted before we got to the car. We paused in the shade a 
bit before heading back to the city, grateful that the wide broad 
canopy kept us cool on a ragingly hot NC August day. 

 

 

 

 

William B. Umstead State Park 

Crabtree Creek Access  

8801 Glenwood Ave. 

Raleigh, NC 27617 

GPS: 35.8905, -78.7502 

https://www.ncparks.gov/william-b-umstead-state-park/history
https://www.ncparks.gov/william-b-umstead-state-park/history
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Star Gazing 
Autumnal Equinox Coming September 22 
 
The Autumnal Equinox (ñequal nightò) happens on Sept. 22 at 3:21 
p.m. EDT.   This is when the sun crosses the celestial equator* go-
ing from north to south. Autumn begins in the Northern Hemisphere 
and spring begins in the Southern Hemisphere.  The sun will be 
rising later and nightfall will come sooner.  When the sun crosses 
the equator from south to north, it is the vernal equinox (see March 
2021 issue of The New Pitch).   
 
Lunar phases for the next four weeks:  
Full Moon-September 20 (Harvest or Corn); Three Quarter Moon-
September 28; New Moon-October 5; First quarter-October 12.   
 
Planets to look for in the night skies: 
Youôll see the moon just below Saturn on September 16 and then it 
appears to float right below Jupiter on the 17th.  Both are bright in 
the sky.  FYI, the moon is just below Pluto on the 15th, but forget 
about seeing that one.  Too far away! 
 
If you remember, try standing an egg on its end-carefully at 3:21pm.  
We didnôt receive any pictures from any of our readers for the vernal 
equinox, so maybe it is folk lore?? 
 
 
* The celestial equator is an abstract projection of the terrestrial 
equator into outer space.  The North Star (aka Polaris) is the closest 
star to the north celestial pole. 

 

The full moon that happens nearest to the autumnal equinox is 
always called the ñHarvest Moonò (above).  Farmers have been 
attributed to giving the moon this name since the moonlit skies 
gave them extra time to get their crops harvested. 
 

References:  almanac.com, timeanddate.com, earthsky.org  
 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whisper-

ing Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Regional As-

sociation of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  It does 

not include homes for sale by owner. Information provided 

by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   5 September 1, 2021 

    Homes Pending 24 September 1, 2021 

    Homes sold   16 August 1-31, 2021 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2021:   117 

https://www.space.com/what-is-an-equinox.html
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in 

your wildlife observations 

and photographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Things are changing around the Village!  It is very quiet, but at dusk 
you may hear the ñHoo hoo hoo hoo hoooò call repeatedly.  A 
slightly higher response of hoots follows.  That is the duet of the 
Great Horned Owl.  These birds are the first to breed early in the 
New Year.  Right now, they are reinforcing pair bonds and estab-
lishing territories.  The repeated calls will continue throughout the 
next several months.  These are large predators ï individuals at the 
very top of the avian food chain. 

 

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds are becoming fewer each week, but 
at least a few will persist through October.  Although most are well 
on their way to Central American haunts for the cooler months, a 
few will linger at our feeders and flowers.  They will continue to eat 
insects as well, adding fat that they will require to make that long 
journey.  Late blooming tubular flowers such as Pineapple Sage 
and Harvest Sage can be more attractive, as the last of the hum-
mers coming through are most likely from breeding grounds to the 
far North.  These birds very likely have never seen feeders but cer-
tainly recognize the blooms as a food source. 

 

Although it has now been several years since the demise of Imperi-
al Woodpeckers in Central America, the numbers of the closely 

related Pileateds persist.  The 
larger southern cousins of our 
familiar birds are likely extinct, as 
are ivory-billeds.  Because they 
need a large territory and a spe-
cialized diet, survival of such birds 
is hardly a given.  Our Pileateds 
require a good-sized space as 
wellðoften some several miles in 
diameter.   These woodpeckers, 
our largest in North Carolina, are 
thriving.  In recent years they 
have learnedðright here in the 
Sandhillsðhow to find larval Car-

penter Bees in the wood of house trim, decking and garages.  At 
this time of the year, you will find them teaching the young-of-the-

year how to listen for chewing of the young insects in their galler-
ies.  The birdsô chisel-like bills will excavate those tasty morsels in 
no time.  But they will leave holes and gashes in the wood as testa-
ment to their successful foraging. 

Last but definitely not least, there has been late summer excite-
ment at Woodlake.  It seems wading birds from further South have 
found the shallows of Lake Surf exceptionally attractive. Not only 
have there been dispersing Great Egrets and Little Blue Herons 
who find their way to the Sandhills in numbers each year, a Tricol-
ored Heron showed up recently as well.  More impressively, they 
had the countyôs second record of Wood Stork ï actually, a flock of 
about 25 birds.  One individual stuck around for almost a month.   

And even more exciting was a family of three Roseate Spoonbills 
that appeared.  These big pink birds, with their long pale bills that 
have a bit of a paddle at the end, also hung around for over a 
week, sifting the shallows and probing in the mud for whatever 
crustaceans or invertebrates they could find.  It seems stork and 
spoonbill populations are doing well in the Southeastern U.S., so 
following breeding, individuals have been fanning out more and 
more in recent years to bulk up ahead of fall migration. 

 

 

Rosedale Spoonbill 
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Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

HedychiumðGinger Lily 

Our Gardens by Dolores Muller 

Ginger Lily 
 
No sooner had The New Pitch come out with my article on watering 
wisely--after having no rain for weeksðwhen we had rain every 
day.  I guess the secret is to write about drought and how to water 
wisely to bring on the rain. It is good information for the future as I 
am sure we will experience periods of little or no rain.  We 
should always water wisely to preserve our precious natural re-
source--water. 
 
Ginger Lily or Hedychium coronarium isn't a true lily, but a rhizoma-
tous member of the ginger family. The name Hedychium means 
ñsweet snowò.  Some folks know this white variety as butterfly gin-
ger because when its pure white blooms open fully, the spreading 
petals remind you of a butterfly's wings. They release an intoxicat-
ing, sweet scent that will fill the air in your garden.  It is native to 
India and tropical Asia and is said to do well in zones 8 to 11.  They 
do very well in our area and right now they are starting to bloom, 
filling the air with their enchanting scent.  My Hedychium coronari-
um is in full bloom and it is fabulous! Plants are evergreen in the 
tropical South, deciduous elsewhere.  Use them in borders or grow 
in containers.  Nurseries offer dozens of species in colors ranging 
from white and cream through pink to red and a host of yellow, or-
ange, and salmon shades. 
 
Ginger lilies range in size from 2 feet to 8 or 9 feet depending on 
the variety.  They need moist, well-drained soil that contains lots of 
organic matter and they thrive in partial shade to full sun.  But like 
all flowering plants, the more sun the better flowering habits. They 
love our acid soil and require plenty of nutrition. Soil should be well-

amended with compost and organic source nutrients but you can 
always supplement with fertilizers as needed.  The roots are rhi-
zomes that grow quite large and form an expanding clump.  So 
over time you will have lots of ginger lilies to share.  Cutting back 
old stems after the flowers fade encourages new growth. They can 
be propagated by division in late fall or early spring and do well in 
containers, provided you have a very large container. 
 
The roots of ginger lily are edible but not particularly flavorful.  
Culinary ginger is a different genus and species, Zingiber officinale 
within the ginger family.  Nurseries have a variety of ginger lilies 
available. Tony Avent of Plants Delight Nursery has 11 species 
and 56 hybrids, so there are many to choose from.   
 
Hedychium flowers are a symbol of health and good fortune, 
something we all need in life ð and in our garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HedychiumðCoronarium 


