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Larger organizations are also taking steps 

to get back underway.   (See Clubs & 

Organizations, page 12.) 

Bird Chirpings 15 

Classifieds 26 

Clubs & Organizations 12 

Our Gardens 14 

Our History 9 

Out & About 20 

Police Statistics 8 

Ann Robson 25 

Scene in Whispering Pines 24 

Things & Times/Wild Pitch 23 

Thoughts from our Readers 28 

Village Council  5 

What is Critical Race Theory? 

See page 6. 

The recent easing of Covid restrictions has 
re-energized many of the local clubs and 
organizations that have been on hiatus 
since March of last year.  Residents are 
again gathering at homes for games of pok-
er, dominoes, Hand and Foot, and bridge.  

The Village Council meeting of May 12 had 
a final agenda item offered by Councilman 
Bob Zschoche.   It requested the Council 
make a resolution to the Moore County 
Board of Education (MCBoE) regarding the 
teaching (adding to the curriculum of social 
studies) of Critical Race Theory (CRT).  Mr. 
Zschoche voiced his opposition to the 
teaching. 
 
Several public comments regarding the 
issue were read into the minutes by Linda 
Christopher, Village Clerk.  Some were 
wondering why the council would get in-
volved in the issue at all, claiming it wasnôt 
part of their overarching responsibilities.  
But others who were present during the 
meeting agreed with Mr. Zschoche and 

were against the teaching and wanted a 
resolution sent.   
 
Jeff Drummond, Shadow Drive, said that it 
is the business of the Council. He con-
tended that the public schools impact the 
value of property in the area. He went on 
to say the MCBoE voted down the use of 
CRT as the basis of instruction, but ñit did 
not preclude CRT from being discussed 
as a topic in class.ò   
 
Two people from outside the village of-
fered their opinion.  Of note was David 
Hensley, a member of the MCBoE.  Mr. 
Hensley is also a radio personality on 
WEEB-AM.  He declared that he was 
speaking as a private citizen who lives in 

Southern Pines.  He began his comment 
saying that he didnôt want to speak out on 
CRT in and of itself, but thought that it 
should be okay to send a resolution.  He 
said that theé ñU.S. has a rich history of an 
elected body passing resolutions of support 
or condemnation of other elected bodieséò 
 
Mr. Zschoche reiterated why he brought up 
the resolution.  ñWhen Moore County 
schools were being built, the WP council 

(Continued on page 6) 

Should Council Consider a CRT Resolution?  

A spectacular sunset on Spring 

Valley Lake captured on a recent 

evening. 

Special Public Meeting Set for June 2 
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The quarterly meeting of the Lakes and Watershed Board was 
scheduled for April 26.  In attendance were Mark Nelson, Chair, 
John McAninch, Mike Oriet, and Mickey Terzigni.  Linda Christo-
pher, village administrator, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works Di-
rector, were also in attendance. There were three people in the 
gallery.  Whereas five board members were not present (one was 
excused), there was not the necessary quorum to discuss new 
business or vote on any measures.  The agenda was tabled for 
the newly scheduled meeting (May 24).   
 
Old Business Discussion 

§ The Police boat is getting ready to go into Thagard Lake. 
§ Thagard is starting to get busy with some swimmers. 
§ Bass have been caught on Pine Lake. 
§ The new Pine Lake beachfront park looks great. 
 
General Public Comments 
§ Bill Kimball expressed his opinion that Thagard should be 

open to jet skis.  He commented that the lake is not that busy 
and that the village should accommodate families and their 
interests more.  For noise objections, he remarked that bat-
tery powered jet skis are on the horizon. 

§ Mickey Terzigni asked if The Muckraker could be stationed 
at Mark Nelsonôs house (on Thagard).  He said that the re-
moval of logs is the first priority, and the next lake scheduled 
would be Shadow. 

 
 
Next meeting:  Monday, May 24 at 6:30 pm , Village Hall. 
 

 The regular meeting of the Planning and Zoning Board was attend-
ed by Shane Stauffer, Chair, Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, Ken 
Riggsbee (Alternate), and George Venet.  Not attending were Chris 
Bishop, Herb Conway (Alt), Dean Kalles (Alt), and Randy Saunders 
(Alt).   Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was also present.   

 
Update from Zoning Administrator  
Ms. Christopher announced that Shane Stauffer has been reap-
pointed by the Village Council as the Chairman of Planning & Zon-
ing Board. 
 
New Business 
§ The Board reviewed and recommended items for the Land 

Development Ordinance (LDO) Chapter 15.  This incorporated 
minor changes to the wording to comply with NC general stat-
utes.  Passed 5-0. 

§ As above in the LDO, Chapter 6 pertaining to accessory build-
ings.  The discussion was on positioning of the buildings on 
the property (currently 12-foot side set back) on most homes.  
Smaller lots allow 8-foot set back.  Should it be consistent for 
all homes?  Should the footage be changed completely?  Mr. 
Boyle thought 6 feet was ample; others disagreed.  Final vote:  
8 feet on all properties, passed 5-0. 

 
General Comments 
Mr. Venet raised the situation of the NC House Bill 401/Senate Bill 
349 regarding local zoning controls being curtailed or eliminated by 
the State.  At issue is changing the law for new residential buildings 
on lots in the village that would allow multi-family rather than single 
family homes.  (See the April issue of The New Pitch, Page 1.)  
Mr. Venet commented that the bill is radical and that the services 
and safety of the community, among other things, will be in ques-
tion.  Ms. Christopher offered that the Council passed a resolution 
opposing the bill at their April meeting and that Representative 
Jamie Boles is in opposition to the bill.   
 
 
Next Meeting:  May 26 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 
 

Planning & Zoning Meeting 

April 28, 2021 

CORRECTION 

In the April issue of The New Pitch, the last name of Anthony 

Becke of Whispering Woods Café was misspelled.  We apologize 

for the error. 

Lakes & Watershed Board 

April 26, 2021 
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At the May 5 work session, members of Council argued that Ms. 
Christopher has to use her professional judgment on the breeze-
way issue.  ñWe should not óroll overô on this,ò Mr. Bernhard said.  
All members again declared that a breezeway was not the an-
swer.  Mr. Charles would have to go back to Ms. Christopher to 
negate the stop work order.  If she refuses, then further recourse 
would be to appeal to a Council (quasi-judicial) hearing.  Depend-
ing on that outcome, Mr. Charles could go to Superior Court for a 
ruling. 
 
Motion:  to provide guidance to the Zoning Administrator that an 
open breezeway does not make the structure an attached gar-
age. 4-1 in favor, Mayor Roberts voted no, citing the Merriam-
Webster dictionary definition of óattachedô was similar to 
óconnecting.ô 

Village Council Work Session Highlights 

April 29, 2021 (Special Session) and May 5, 2021 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, and Bob 
Zschoche.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, Bob 
Kissinger, Public Works Director.  
 
Special SessionñGarage Height at 129 Lakeview Drive 
Public comments were heard, pro and con, for the current height (25 
feet) and whether to enforce the 17-foot height rule or allow the 
extra footage.  The owner, Mr. Charles, has offered drawings to 
incorporate a 40-foot breezeway, thus making it an ñattachedò gar-
age, rather than a detached garage which is what the original build-
ing permit cited.  He said he was trying to make it come into compli-
ance by connecting the two structures (garage and house). Some 
Council members said the architectural renderings were well-done, 
but others were not happy with the new proposal.   
 
ñThere is a responsibility to know the rules before you start (a build-
ing project)ò Mr. Zschoche said.  ñYou threw money at the problem 
before you knew the facts.  The footprint is too large.ò 
 
Ms. Christopher reminded the Council that Mr. Charles was notified 
almost a year ago about the height issue and he did not follow the 
noticeðit was already in the framing process, but no windows or 
siding had been added.  She did concede that she thought there 
was no ill-intent on his part; that he just forgot. 
 
Mr. Bernhard commented, ñThe one thing we have to govern is the 
residents of Whispering Pines.  Detached garages are not allowed 
to go higher than 17 feet.  We will not allow a variance.ò 
 
Mr. Charles insisted he wasnôt looking for a variance, but rather, a 
way to get his 2500 square foot garage to comply with the ordi-
nance. 
 
The current LDO is silent about breezewaysðlength, etc. Still, 
Council voted 3-2 to not consider a breezeway as a solution or op-
tion to the problem.  The three votes to not consider were Mr. Bern-
hard, Mr. Conway and Mr. Zschoche.  Mayor Roberts and Ms. Har-
ris voted to keep the breezeway option viable.   
 
At the end, a resident on Pine Lake Drive commented that Mr. 
Charles was making his property ñspectacularò and wanted Council 
to look at these situations case by case.  ñHeôs doing the best he 
can to problem-solve.  Let him remedy his error.ò 
 
On May 4, the Villageôs attorney went over the situation and re-
viewed the LDO and offered that it is ambiguous. He went on to say 
that NC does not prohibit the ófree use of land.ô   
 

Pictured above, the garage in question is located at 

129 Lakeview Drive. 

Village Staff Agenda 
 
Personnel Policy  
Mr. Lambdin presented a detailed document on personnel policy 
issues, records and public information, public confidence, video and/
or body cam information release and other details.  He noted that 
much of the information incorporated into the revised policy comes 
from Aberdeenôs policy. 
 
The proposed annual budget for fiscal 2021-2022 
§ The review of the new budget was the main focus of these two 

sessions, and will also be on the agenda for the monthly Coun-
cil meeting on May 12.  Additional meetings may be scheduled 
if necessary.  A public hearing on the budget is scheduled for 
May 26th at 6pm. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Village Council Work Session Highlights 
(Continued from previous page) 

last year after a virtual public hearing for dam im-
provements.  The additional 5 cents must be ap-
proved by Council before the budget is approved.  
See The New Pitch June 2020.) 

§ Potential $900,000+/- coming from the American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) by mid-June. This revenue is NOT included in the 
budget since guidelines on expenditures havenôt yet been 
given to municipalities.  However, the money must be spent 
by 2025. 

 
Discussion points 
§ Police Department:  2 new Tasers, 6 refurbished.  Requested 

FLIR infrared heat detecting camera systems (2) to mount on 
police vehicle spotlights to better see in the dark/dense foli-
age, etc.  They will order one, test it, then determine if they 
want the other one, keeping the $7400 line item (for 2) in the 
budget  

§ Fire/Rescue Department:  Requested 12 Part-time firefighters, 
with increased medical exams.  CERT volunteers (8) asking 
for T-shirts, traffic vests, etc. 

§ Public Works requested 2 new employees, four pieces of 
equipment for road maintenance/repair, including a striping 
machine ($20k), asphalt resurfacing, culvert installation, etc.  
The striping machine would pay for itself after a few years 
(currently being contracted out as needed). 

§ 10 Hardee LaneðTransfer $38,200 from the current fund 
balance to begin ASAP the design, engineering, layout, inter-
face, etc.  This will leave the fund balance at $110K. 

§ Health insurance:  Add family members to their plan for all full-
time village employees?  How many would use it; can the 
Village absorb the cost? It was decided this was not the time 
to include this benefit. 

§ 401k program for employeesðcontribution from Village in-
creasing from 5%-6%.    

 

*NOTE:  Proposed budget is based on Council approving 
the 5 cent tax increase.  Budget amount could change 
with additions/deletions to line items. 

 
Next Work Session:  June 27 at 2pm. 
 

The proposed budget:  $4,991,369* (See Note) 
§ All village department heads participated in developing their 

budget requests including salaries and benefits, operating 
expenses, equipment/vehicles, etc.  

§ Payments towards debt/loans--interest and principal, expendi-
tures, vehicle replacement plans, contracted services, etc., 
were detailed for the year, as well as projections for future 
years. 

§ Revenues are projected to be $4,752,776 via sales taxes and 
ad valorem taxes (property, motor vehicles, utilities, personal 
property). A $238,592 transfer from the Capital Reserve Major 
Repair Fund (CRMRF) for debt serviceðspillway and fire 
station--brings the FY2021-22 total budgeted revenues to 
$4,991,369 which is based on increasing the current ad val-
orem rate of 42 cents to 47 cents. The additional five (5) cents 
would be directed to the CRMRF as discussed for dam 
maintenance and rehab.  (Edit note:  The first part of the 
ad valorem tax increase was voted yes by Council 
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§ 10 Hardee Lane project.  $38,200 will be transferred from the 
fund balance to create this Capital project, thus beginning the 
engineering segment of the park.  The money will come from 
the surplus in the current fund balance. 

§ Mr. Zschoche wanted to discuss adopting a resolution to be 
sent to Moore County Board of Education regarding Critical 
Race Theory being allowed/not allowed to be taught in the 
schools.  (See page 1.)  
 

 
Unfinished Business 
A new fiscal year (2021-2022) budget will be submitted to Council by 
May 21 and posted on the village website.  Expenditures and Reve-
nue reports will be updated.  
 
Next Village Council meeting:  June 9, 6pm. 

Village Council Highlights 

May 12, 2021 

All Council members were present (Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob 
Zschoche.  Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance 
Officer, Jason Graham, Police Chief.   
 
Comment by the Mayor 
Before the meeting commenced, Mayor Roberts asked for the 
Councilôs indulgence.  Speaking for just over a minute, she apolo-
gized for her recent Facebook page posting regarding her ñpoor 
word choices.ò  She acknowledged that she made a mistake and 
regretted the negative language she used.  (See story . Page 1.) 
 
General Public Comment 
Village Manager/Chief Lambdin recognized Lt. Glenn Boles, Fire-
fighters John Gaines and  Doug McCumber who were in chambers, 
as well as Lt.Tim Dziok, Scottie Scott and EMT Jamie Boles for 
their roles in a confirmed CPR save. 
 
Village Managerôs Report 

§ Ms. Christopher read a letter from John Bowman, Chair of the 
Tree Board, requesting that an arborist be part of the team of 
Public Works employees.  He said that this would be con-
sistent with WPôs Urban Forestry Plan. 

§ Mr. Lambdin reported that some residents were concerned 
that speeding on some streets has increased.  The Police 
have used óSpeed Trailersô particularly on Lakeview Drive and 
found that 85% of the vehicles are going 30 mph or less. 

 
Old Business 
§ Lakeview Drive bridge designers are the same as who did 

Thunder Bridge (S. Lakeshore).  They can match the design, 
but would need the $15k extra that was discussed during the 
recent budget work sessions.  Consensus from Council to go 
ahead with the additional budget addition. 

§ Motion to accept the American Rescue Plan (ARP) resolution 
to establish a separate fund for monies expected for the vil-
lage was approved 5-0. 

 
New Business 
§ RE: House Bill (HB) 496 on property ownersô rights/tree ordi-

nances.  Mr. Zschoche said that the title of the bill is disingen-
uous, and that the Council should send to the legislative dele-
gation and Leadership a resolution in opposition to the bill.  
The resolution was read by Ms. Christopher and passed 5-0. 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whis-

pering Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Region-

al Association of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  

It does not include homes for sale by owner. Information 

provided by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   4 May 1, 2021 

    Homes Pending 24 May 1, 2021 

    Homes sold   26 April 1-30, 2021 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2021:   57 

PUBLIC HEARING  
bŜǿ ŬǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 
aŀȅ нс  сǇƳ  
±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/437423306465361/user/1469847576/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU9Z6GAYPQQ2dyS_fiU4RpxwjIRG1Xz1PUyLNbXeIGsBkwKgeZH5KyLRKwhgfKbVJU-UxMiHGzFZPzVpcjbNdZ15o7TK1yJYxH_CSkpbKq-2iSL4EtO8WYlmQWgXuqPPiknCTkqRNnzleIQtyblwcrKJVXxSAsv8YgXRtYqL4epaxuczFN
https://www.facebook.com/groups/437423306465361/user/100000469528059/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU9Z6GAYPQQ2dyS_fiU4RpxwjIRG1Xz1PUyLNbXeIGsBkwKgeZH5KyLRKwhgfKbVJU-UxMiHGzFZPzVpcjbNdZ15o7TK1yJYxH_CSkpbKq-2iSL4EtO8WYlmQWgXuqPPiknCTkqRNnzleIQtyblwcrKJVXxSAsv8YgXRtYqL4epax
https://www.facebook.com/groups/437423306465361/user/1412742892/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU9Z6GAYPQQ2dyS_fiU4RpxwjIRG1Xz1PUyLNbXeIGsBkwKgeZH5KyLRKwhgfKbVJU-UxMiHGzFZPzVpcjbNdZ15o7TK1yJYxH_CSkpbKq-2iSL4EtO8WYlmQWgXuqPPiknCTkqRNnzleIQtyblwcrKJVXxSAsv8YgXRtYqL4epaxuczFN
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was proactive, and got the school that supported our community 
moved up in priority.  Critical Race Theory is not the óideaô to do 
better.ò 
 
Councilman Glenn Bernhard went back to the point on the agenda, 
whether to send a resolution to the school board.  He contended 
that not enough residentsðincluding himðunderstood the purpose 
of the agenda item nor had made their thoughts known, and pro-
posed a public meeting of some sort to hear their opinions.  ñWe 
should decide what the resolution should look like, donôt rush ahead 
without our residents input.ò A decision to hold a public meeting 
passed 4-0; Mayor Roberts recused herself because of previous 
comments on public record at the MCBoE. 
 
Ms. Christopher questioned if there was a majority to pursue adopt-
ing a resolution, as none had been written thus far.  Mr. Bernhard 
said he wanted to hear from the people, and then decide how to 
proceed. 
 
Moot Point? 
On May 10, MCBoE voted 4-3 rejecting a proposal from one of their 
members, banning the teaching.  Quoting from the May 11 edition 
of The Pilot, ñMaking CRT a policy gives me or anyone else on the 
board the right to create more policies on something that we may or 
may not believe in. We need to trust our teachers and let them do 
their jobs,ò said Libby Caldwell, one of the Board members who 
rejected the proposal  
 
However, on the same day as the Whispering Pines Council meet-
ing, NC House Bill 324--sponsored by Jamie Boles and 19 other 

representatives (20-REP; 0-DEM) was voted 66-48 for the bill (not 
to teach CRT) in its second reading.  It later went on to the NC 
Senate and passed its first reading later that evening.  Currently it 
is in the Rules and Operations committee of the Senate. 
 
With this information given to Council, Mr. Zschoche said, ñWe 
should operate on our own timelineðMay 19 is too soon.ò  (A date 
discussed for a special meeting.)  The date confirmed was June 2 
at 6pm at Village Hall, for Whispering Pines residents. 
 
 
 

 
 
Mr. Bernhard mentioned having it for residents of WP only and 
hearing how they wanted council to proceed with a resolution (or 
not).  Also discussed was a 3-minute limit at the podium. 
 
Additional Public Comments 
Mr. Hensley, recognized for the second time, restated that he was 
not representing the MCBoE.  He passed out sheets that were 
copied from Mayor Robertsô personal Facebook page.  He wanted 
to alert the Council that the mayorôs language may be cause for 
liability in discrimination suits.  He said her personal comments put 
the Village of Whispering Pines at risk.* During this time, Mr. Bern-
hard called for a ópoint of orderô and reminded Mr. Hensley to be 
respectful and to ñDial it back.ò  
 
The meeting came to a close with a review of what was to be dis-
cussed in the Work Session meeting on May 27.  However, before 
gaveling the meeting to a close, the mayor again acknowledged 
her ópoor word choicesô (see Village Council meeting high-
lights, page 5). She claimed she is not acting as the mayor when 
she speaks as an education advocate.  She went on to say that 
she, as mayor, makes no (village) decisions by herselfðshe is one 
of five members of council. 
 
Next Village Council Meeting:  June 9, 6pm. 
 
*NOTE.  Two days after the meeting, Rich Lambdin (Village Man-
ager) was asked about the allegations from Mr. Hensley regarding 
Mayor Robertsô Facebook comments.  ñI do not believe those 
words and/or comments, regardless of how they are perceived, put 
the village in any jeopardy or liability.ò 

 

What is Critical Race Theory? 

What is Critical Race Theory and what does it have to do with 

our classrooms?  Does it replace or supplement what is current-

ly taught? 

Wikipedia Definition:  ñCritical Race Theoryò is an academic 

movement of civil rights scholars and activists in the United 

States who seek to critically examine the law as it intersects with 

issues of race and to challenge mainstream liberal approaches 

to racial justice.  Critical race theory examines social, cultural 

and legal issues as they relate to race and racism.ò 

The editors encourage residents to read the entire detailed text 

on CRT which covers its origins, applications, themes, criti-

cisms, and more. 

 

Special Public Meeting 

June 2, 6pm, Village Hall 

Whether the Council should prepare 

a Resolution on Critical Race Theory 

Critical Race Theory Resolution 

(Continued from page 1) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_and_political_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Race_and_ethnicity_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberalism_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racism_in_the_United_States
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News Update 

Village Apothecary.  A number of the complaints and 

cross-complaints brought by co-owners Hershal Smith and 

Walter Spivey  against each other were heard in Moore 

County District Court on April 23.  After a private conference 

between the attorneys and the judge outside of the court-

room, the complainants each stated via their attorneys they 

would drop the charges theyôd brought against the other and 

would take the 5th Amendment if asked to testify in any of 

the matters.  There being no one to verify the alleged  

events, Assistant District Attorney Robert Nunnally requested 

all charges be dismissed.  The judge so ordered. 

Remaining is the initial suit brought by Hershal Smith against 

Walter Spivey alleging embezzlement of over $50,000 from 

the Village Apothecary.  As of press time, that complaint 

awaits scheduling of a court date. 

 

Richard Hutchinson, Sr., first brought the idea to create a veterans 
memorial to the Village Council work session in April, suggesting   
it would create a focal point for the 10 Hardee Lane Park. The cur-
rent conceptual park design features a park/community center 
parking area with a center green space with benches and a walk-
way.  Mr. Hutchinson sees it as a perfect spot for a memorial to 
veterans and first responders. 

Mr. Hutchinson and his wife have lived in Herons Brook with their 
son and his family for the past two years.  Mr. Hutchinson moved 
here from Mariposa, California (home to Yosemite) where he was 
part of a project he would like to see implemented here: erecting a 
memorial to veterans and first responders.  As a twenty-year veter-
an of the Air Force, he has a special place in his heart for those 
who serve.  He has been volunteering all his life and brought that 
spirit with him to Whispering Pines.  He currently helps the Public 
Works department sort out their tools and equipment, ñso when 
they need a part they can find it,ò he said.  Heôs passed his volun-
teering ways to his son who helps out with the muckrakers.  
Through the efforts of the Hutchinsons, flags are displayed outside 
the two entrances to Herons Brook on days of military remem-
brance including May 15, the 3rd Saturday in May, Armed Forces 
Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The memorial constructed in Mariposa County (pictured above) 

is a granite structure approximately ten feet long and four feet high.  
It features five round emblems, representing the branches of ser-
vice, embedded into the stone, and an American Flag and POW 
symbol cut into the structure. Glenn Bernhard, Mayor Pro-Tem on 
Village Council, has suggested that the back of the structure fea-
ture a similar tribute to first responders. The Mariposa County me-
morial cost $52,000 to construct and was financed entirely from 
donations. Mr. Hutchinson thinks a similar memorial could be built 
here and paid for with donations from our community with its large 
military presence. 

The next steps for this proposed project would begin with Village 
Council approval, followed by the establishment of a committee to 
finalize the design, develop a process to ensure donations collect-
ed were dedicated to the project, and oversee construction. Mr. 
Richardson said, ñThis is a way to honor the multiple veterans in 
the area and pay tribute to our first responders.ò 

Resident Seeks to Build Memorial 

to Service Members 
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Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type APR 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 0  

  Larceny 2 7  

  Vandalism 0 1  

  Assault 0 3  

  Fraud 1 25  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 2 14  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 0 1  

  Barking dog (warning) 1 2  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 29 49  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 14 52  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 2 9  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 1 12  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

VANDALS HIT BANNING DRIVE PARK 
Minor damage was reported at the ñPirate Shipò park on Banning 
Drive where vandals broke part of the book case, a stool, and 
lattice work, and drew graffiti.  Police have spoken with neighbors 
to identify suspects and no additional incidents have occurred. 
 
REPORT CONCERNS TO POLICE 
Chief Graham states that the department continues to hear second 
and third-hand reports of incidents in the village that should be 
reported directly to the police for investigation and action.  ñWe see 
residents posting concerns about speeding on their street on 
Facebook, but not telling us about it,ò he said.  ñWe ask residents 
to report incidents of speeding or suspicious activity directly to the 
police.  We will follow up with involvement, posting a speed 
machine, and/or officer presence.ò 
 
FOXES ON HARDEE LANE 
Police went with an officer from North Carolina Wildlife to address 
the situation of a family of foxes living in the culvert at the corner of 
Hardee and Country Club Boulevard.  The mother had apparently 
been killed and there was concern for the kits having to fend for 
themselves. 
 
The Wildlife Officer emphasized that people should steer clear 
and, above all, not feed the animals.  They are not so tiny anymore 
and should be able to care for themselves soon, but will not do so 
if people feed them. 
 
BICYCLE SAFETY PROGRAM CONTINUES 
The Purple Penguin Ice Cream company has once again partnered 
with the Whispering Pines Police Department to recognize kids 
who are bicycling safely.  If a police officer ñcatches a kidò wearing 
their bicycle helmet, they will receive a gift certificate to the Purple 
Penguin. 
 
 
Editorôs note:  The Fire Department did not release a report 
this month due to a technical issue. 
 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

April 17 5 6 4 123 134 65 93 349 1,026 

TOTAL 89 20 30 10 368 417 220 324 1,397 3,977 
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Our History  

Open Space in the Village 

Editorôs Note:  In response to questions from read-
ers, the Pitch has asked the History column to pro-
vide background on the issue of: ñCan the golf 
courses be converted to housing?ò 

 

Residents of Whispering Pines enjoy many unique aspects of Vil-
lage life.  Our lakes attract many folks, and the wide expanse of 
open space gives the Village a special look. 
 
Much of the open space is Village owned such as the lakes and 
various parks.  Some of the open space we enjoy is what is labeled 
a óviewshedô; such as the view that golf front property owners have.   
 
The two golf courses in the Village, the 36-hole Country Club and 
the 18-hole Whispering Woods course, are privately owned.  How-
ever, that ownership comes with some restrictions.  Both golf cours-
es are zoned REC by the Village government.  The REC or Recrea-
tional District does not specify golf, it just says ñfor recreational pur-
poses.ò  The definition does prohibit commercial and residential use 
of the land. 
 
If a request were made to change the zoning of REC land, the Vil-
lage Council has the authority to change the zoning of land con-
sistent with the laws of the State of North Carolina.  Whether the 
Council would or not rezone REC land remains to be determined. 
 

 
In the instance of the Country Club of Whispering Pines and its 36 
holes of golf, an additional restriction was placed on the land in 
2007.  In that year, the then owner placed 200 of the 338 acres in a 
Conservation easement.  That easement, with its accompanying 
restrictions and covenants, prohibits those 200 acres from ever 

being developed.  That restriction is in perpetuity.  
This easement is a public record and is available on the Moore 
County Registrarôs web site. 
 
This easement was the result of a proposal in 2004 to convert 18 of 
the 36 holes to housing, both single family and townhouse units, 
totaling 534 houses.  Eighteen of the golf fairways were proposed 
to be eliminated and other fairways were made considerably nar-
rower.  Needless to say, that proposal went nowhere, but it did be-
come the basis for the conservation easement in 2007.  The then 
owner received tax compensation treatment from the easement.      
 
The open space owned by the Village is composed of over 100 
parcels throughout the Village.  The current, and past, Councils 
have shown little to no inclination to ever sell Village properties.  In 
fact, recent Council actions have added property, such as the 20-
acre parcel at the corner of Hardee Lane and Niagara Carthage.             

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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It was a beautiful Wednesday evening, per-
fect for eating outdoors, so we selected the 
lovely patio at 195 American Fusion in 
Southern Pines for our dining adventure.  A 
few of us thought of the restaurant as cater-
ing to vegetarians, but the menu seemed to 
offer something for everyone.  Weôd made a 
reservation and as the evening progressed, 
were glad we had because every table soon 
was filled.   

Sitting inside at 195 can be noisy due to its 
cavernous ceilings, so outside was a bit 
quieter and afforded conversationð
although the noise level did rise as the 
evening progressed.  The patio is lovely, 
with a small fountain, plantings, and a full 
bar area.  We each were happy with our 
selection from a large drinks menu that in-
cluded numerous specialties.  Ben was es-
pecially pleased that his martini was made 
ñextra dryò as ordered, and Briannaôs Cos-
mopolitan was cold and good.  While Emi-
lyôs special ñWhiskey Roadsò cocktail was 
ñdelicious,ò she noted that the edge of her 
glass was wavey and ñseemed to be of ra-
ther cheap quality,ò she said. 

Continuing his obsession with ensuring he 
hasnôt missed trying the calamari at every 
restaurant in Moore County (if not the 
world); Ben said the calamari appetizer of-
fered here ($13), though not a huge portion, 
was crisp and tasty with its sweet and spicy 
aioli alongside. 

Bread was served with the ordered sal-
ads.  The Caesar salad ($10) split by Ben 
and Brianna is like no other theyôve had as it 
includes bleu cheese, walnuts and dried 

cranberries.  Not really a true Caesar sal-
ad, but ñabsolutely delicious,ò according to 
Brianna.  The other couples each 
split what was essentially the house salad 
($10).  While Caitlin and Emily thought the 
salad tasted good, Caden disagreed, say-
ing the lettuce was limp and the dressing 
pervasive.  Because their salads were 
brought much later than those of the other 
diners at our table, Elton and Emily were 
not charged for them.  

Service throughout the meal was 
good.  Weôve been to numerous establish-
ments lately where help is in short supply, 
but this was not evidenced at 195.  Up to 
this point, weôd been pleased with our 
experience. 

The entrée menu, although consisting of 
only 11 items, offers everything from a 
crispy chicken sandwich to filet mi-
gnon.  Ben ordered the Spinach Ravioli 
($24) and added shrimp (+$10).  He said it 
was ñdelish!ò and the five raviolis were 
ñhuge.ò 

Caitlin was not thrilled with the Airline 
Chicken ($31), saying it was ñwell named, 
and for that price, I should really be flying 
somewhere!ò  The sauce was nothing 
special, and the chicken was unevenly 
cooked. 

Caden enjoyed the fresh peas and cauli-
flower served with the Shrimp Curry ($25), 
but found the dish was ñtoo heavy on the 
curryò for himðalmost overpowering. 

The Black Angus Burger ($16) was ñgoodò 
according to Elton.  The fries were plenti-
ful and ñthe home made catsup was a 
tasty accompaniment.ò  

Emily was satisfied with her selection of 
the Indian Butter Chicken ($27), which 
blended well with the rice.  She also 
thought the fresh cauliflower and peas 
were ñan excellent complementò to the 
dish.  The naan bread and cucumber 
sauce were also ñon the mark.ò 

195 American Fusion 

195 Bell Avenue 

Southern Pines 

Served with a huge homemade chile relle-
no that was a meal in itself, Briannaôs 
Blackened Mahi ($35) was a disappoint-
ment.  The fish was ñOK,ò but served atop a 
rather dry black bean puree.  The tomato 
and avocado sauce wasnôt enough to 
ñsparkle it up.ò  Half of the relleno went 
home with her. 

When the dessert came, all was back to 
wonderful.  If youôve never had Goat 
Cheese Cheesecake ($9), going to 195 just 
for this is worth the trip.  So creamy and 
delicious!  The strawberry ice cream ($4) 
was also delightful. 

Our very pleasant evening at 195 was real-
ly good in so many ways ð ambiance, 
service, drinks, salads, and desserts.  Con-
sidering the pricing structure, however, we 
were disappointed by the inconsistency in 
the taste and preparation of the entrees, 
resulting in a reduction in the value. 

Caitlin and Brianna have both had wonder-
ful experiences with lunch at 195.  All of us 
agreed to try it again for dinner in the fu-
ture. 

Key to Ratings 
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Garden Club 

Weõre baack!  Whispers is gearing up for life after Covid. A gov-
erning board has been presented for a vote and plans for a variety 
of events are being discussed. 
 
Organized in 1964, Whispers is a social and philanthropic group of 
the women of Whispering Pines. There are no fees. For many who 
move to our village, Whispers provides a welcoming meeting place 
for newcomers and seasoned residents alike. Monthly luncheon 
meetings with interesting programs have provided opportunities for 
women of the village to work together on special projects some of 
which have helped provide funds for several charitable groups in 
Moore County. 
 
A slate of officers has been presented for the coming year. Once 
approved, the group plans to regroup and consider events to in-
clude our village residents in some evening events. ñAll ideas are 
welcome,ò says president-elect Sheila Dumlao. ñWe look forward 
to having Whispers part of village life once again.ò  Sheila would be 
pleased to hear from anyone with ideas or suggestions: 949-2496; 
571-432-8578. 
 
While Whispers produced the annual Village directory for years, 
that project is now being managed by a non-profit committee head-
ed by Gail Reilly. Many Whispers volunteers are helping. As plans 
materialize, information will be printed in The New Pitch. 

The Whispering Pines Garden Club is back in action.   
New officers for the coming season (June 2021ï May 2022) have 
been presented for a vote via email.  Here are the new officers-- 

President:  Deb Castle 
Vice President/Programs:  John Bowman 
Secretary:  Open* 
Treasurer:  Eileen Pugh 

 
Many thanks to the nominating committee comprised of Susan 
McBride, Lynne Weaver and Marty Wolfe who, along with Diana 
Heise (outgoing president) put forth the candidates for next year. 
 
The old/new Board is pleased to announce the first in-person meet-
ing in over a year on June 1.  It will be a ñbring your own food/drinkò 
picnic at the Thagard Lake Pavilion.   More details to follow. 

Date:  Tuesday, June 1 
Time:  6pm 
Place: Thagard Lake Pavilion, South Lakeshore Drive  

All are welcome. 
 
*Please contact Sue McBride 949-2828 if interested. 

Artists League of the Sandhills is up and running 

again.  The May gallery show (now through May 27) is 
"Adventures with a Palette Knife" featuring the work of area artist 
Kathy Leuck.  The show for June/July is an all-member 
judged exhibit -- usually an expanded show in two 
rooms.  Gallery shows are open to the public Monday 
through Saturday from noon to 3pm.   
 
The building is large enough that the "legal capacity 
under Covid" is not a problem.   The building is near the 
railroad tracks off Main Street in Aberdeen. 
 
The League offers a variety of classes and workshops August to 
October which are open to members and the public.  If you love 
artðor just think you might like to experiment with itðcome in and 
see our place and our variety of interests!  www.artistleague.org 
 
"One of a Kind Gallery" in the Theatre Building in downtown Pine-
hurst is great for browsing different styles of artwork.  The gallery 
features pastels, paintings, jewelry, sculptures, etc. from dozens of 
artists, including Whispering Pinesô own Betty Hendrix, Sandy 
Stratil and Nancy Maness.  The Welcome Center is in the same 
building if you have visitors and would like additional ideas for 
what to do in the area.  https://oneofakindgalleryllc.com/ 
 
The Campbell House on East Connecticut in Southern Pines is 
another great venue when you feel like browsing.  May features 
Jugtown pottery, Sharon Fergusonôs paintings, and Andrew Own-
beyôs woodworking.  M-F   9-5 pm www.mooreart.org 

Duplicate Bridge  On the first Wednesday of each month a 

duplicate bridge game is held at the Country Club of Whispering 

Pines.  The fun begins at 10:30 am with a break for lunch at the 

club at noon.  The completion of 25 to 28 boards is around 3 pm.  

Additional players are wanted!  Contact Joan Bruno 910 949 4172 

or email jbruno@embarqmail.com. 

 

Ladies of the Afternoon Literary Society meets 

the last Wednesday of the month, 3 pm at the Community Build-

ing on Rays Bridge Road.  Selection for May 26 is The Book of 

Longing by Sue Monk Kidd.  Contact Carolyn Ward 919-880-6406 

or Lynne Weaver 910-975-5354. 

http://www.artistleague.org
https://oneofakindgalleryllc.com/
http://www.mooreart.org
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Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

Lucy M Matthews (89), passed away May 1. 

Paul H Bethea (99), passed away May 6. 

John J Lyons (74), passed away May 7. 

James A Wheeler (86), passed away May 7. 

Offered by the Moore County Senior Enrichment Center, PWR! is 
an exercise program that promotes aerobic and specific skills that 
can protect vulnerable neurons, repair damaged circuits, and opti-
mize function in individuals with Parkinsonôs disease. 
  
WHAT YOU NEED: Physicians Parkinsonôs Diagnosis/Doctorôs 
Medical Authorization/AND New Member Orientation/Screening/
Assessment. 
  
PWR! Circuit Wednesdays 1:00 (Starts May19th) This class utilizes 
exercise stations to promote large amplitude, high effort and atten-
tion to action using an array of exercise equipment. These exercis-
es increase motor control and repetitive effort within time restraints 
at each exercise station. 
 
PWR! Group Fridays 1:00 (Starts May 21st) Focus on movements 
that promote large amplitude, high effort and attention to action 
from multiple positions (prone, supine, all 4ôs and standing). These 
exercises help to increase motor control with sustained and repeti-
tive effort while also promoting better balance. 
  
Once the above items are complete, class assignment will be 
based on assessments and screenings. Class space is limited, so 
please complete the above items in advance to ensure your spot in 
the classes. For more information or to schedule an appointment in 
regards to PWR! Please contact Chris Pevia at 910-947-4184 or 
email at cpevia@moorecountync.gov. 

PWR! Program Offers Help for 

those with Parkinsonõs Disease 

mailto:cpevia@moorecountync.gov


14 

One of my favorite shrubs is Osmanthus fragrans. It is known by 
many names; tea olive, fragrant olive, sweet olive or sweet tea.  By 
any name it is a wonderful, versatile shrub that is hardy and hassle 
free. It is evergreen with shiny green leaves, disease resistant and 
has the most fragrant blossoms. The genus name comes from the 
Greek words osme meaning fragrant and anthos meaning flower. 
The diminutive creamy white flowers pack a big fragrant punch. 
    
Tea olive does well in zones 6-11. I have three of them in my yard 
and I have had many passersby ask me, ñWhat is that amazing 
smell?ò Reminiscent of gardenia, jasmine or apricot, clusters of not 
particularly showy flowers have an extremely powerful fragrance. It 
blooms in the spring and summer, then intermittently throughout the 
year and again in the fall.  As I am writing this, my shrubs are all in 
bloom. I suggest planting them near your deck or at the entrance to 
the house so you can enjoy the memorable fragrance. 
 
I am always surprised this shrub is not used more in the landscape 
as it makes a great hedge or specimen plant. Mature height is 10 ft. 
with a width of 6-8 ft. It enjoys full or partial sun and is rather slow 
growing.  If you donôt want a plant this large, it can easily be pruned 
to any height and still do well... Even cold does not bother this 
shrub as it can withstand temperatures down to 10 degrees. 
It is a species native to Asia; extracts from the flowers are highly 
valuable in Chinese cuisine and the leaves may be infused with 
green or black tea leaves to create Osmanthus tea. The flowers are 
also used to produce Osmanthus-scented jelly. The Chinese Mid-
Autumn Festival occurs at the time of the full harvest moon and 
festive edibles include Chinese Osmanthus Flower Jelly. Itôs a tradi-
tional Chinese dessert jelly filled with the colors of autumn and deli-
cately scented with the ethereal and floral perfume of the wonderful 
Osmanthus flower. You can find the recipe on the internet or order 
the jelly from Amazon.com. 
 
Or you could just plant this wonderful shrub and enjoy the delightful 
fragrance. 

 

. 
 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

Our Gardens by Dolores Muller 
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Local ornithologist 

Susan Campbell is 

interested in your 

wildlife observations 

and photographs.   

She can be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Springtime is full of unexpected arrivals and 
interesting behaviors from our feathered 
friends.  It may take careful observation 
around feeders or spying in the treetops to 
find them.  Northern migrants have been 
passing through, heading to breeding 
grounds in New England or perhaps as far 
away as the boreal forests of Canada. 

 

Each year there are lucky folks who host 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at their sunflower 
ñfeedersò.  Not sure who has been blessed 
this season, but I know a few of you have 
been!  The males have heavy bills and are 
larger than Cardinals.  They are a noticea-
ble black and white with the expected bright 
red blotch on the chest.  Females, not sur-
prisingly, are more camouflaged, with brown 
streaky plumage.  They sport a large pale 
bill as well.  The musical song of these birds 
is even more beautiful than a Robinôs song.  
Should you find yourself in Boone or Blow-
ing Rock in the coming months, you may 
catch a pair on the summering grounds and 
witness this marvelous sound. 

 

Now that it is the breeding season all our 
local birds are paired up and very much 
revved up. 

 

For some this gets a bit out of control.  
Eastern Bluebirds, Gray Catbirds and 
Northern Cardinals are notorious for being 
aggressive to others of their species.  This 
may lead to them showing up at your win-
dow ï repeatedly.  Males (and sometimes 
females) can be seen going at their reflec-
tions relentlessly.  Attacking a perceived 
intruder is not uncommon, even a ñvirtualò 
one!  The behavior will change once hor-
mone levels subside, but this may not 
happen until after the summer equinox 
when day length begins to wane. 

ðCourtesy J  Hartlove 

Female Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

ðCourtesy Cackie Kelly 

It is already the time when we have new 
families out and about.  Carolina Wrens, 
Carolina Chickadees and House Finches 
are among the first to fledge in our area.  
Youngsters are often awkward, noisy 
(although their begging calls are quite dif-
ferent) and less colorful.  Up close inspec-
tion may reveal wisps of natal down that 
has yet to be replaced by real feathers.  
You may be able to spot the remnants of 
their yellow gape at the base of the bill ï 
the target that Mom and Dad were aiming 
for in the nest when they returned with 
food! 

 

Finally, with hummingbirds back in the 
area, it is important to keep a few things in 
mind.  If you maintain feeders, be sure to 
keep them clean.  Rinsing with hot water 
(no detergent ï it will adhere to plastic 
parts) every 3-4 days is important.  And 
then refill ï early on you will probably need 
to fill only part way to satisfy your tiny 
guests.  Use only sugar and water (4:1 
concentration) with no color or other addi-
tives.  That is best and safest.  Store 
bought mixes tend to have questionable 
ingredients and are simply money -making 
gimmicks.  For more information on this 
and other topics, check out our North Car-
olina Hummingbird Facebook page. 

Male Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

ðCourtesy Linda Christopher 

Breeding Season 
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Where in the World 

is The New Pitch?  

ñThe New Pitch ñ 

is seen far and wide! 

Can you identify where in the 

world the picture at right was 

taken? 

 

ANSWER on page  18 
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Attention New Residents! 

A free welcome packet is available at the Village 

Hall for all new residents of Whispering Pines 

neighborhoods (Arrowstone, Foxcroft, Herons 

Brook, Newbury Ridge, Princess Gate, Royal 

Woods, Summerfield, Whisper Grove, 

Whispering Winds, and Whispering Woods).   

Village Hall hours are 8:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m.   

Mask is required.  

Sponsored by 


