
  

 
In the February edition of The New 
Pitch, we tackled the question as to 
why Whispering Pines has no sewer 
system.  Here in this follow-up is an 
explanation of septic systems and the 
impact to our community. 
 
Septic systems have been around a long 
time. The Bible talks about ñburying wasteò 
in Deuteronomy 23:12-14 and the Romans 
implemented the concept of drain lines to 
carry waste away from city streets.  
 
Jonathan Godfrey is an expert in on-site 
wastewater management systems and co-
authored several publications on septic 
systems while working with NC State 
Extension.  He said, ñHistorically, septic 

systems were installed as temporary 
measures so homeowners could get by 
until sewers came through.ò   Septic 
systems are no longer thought of as 
ñtemporary.ò Currently, 50% of North 
Carolina is served by septic, as is 50% of 
new construction. Godfrey does not 
expect sewers throughout NC ñin our 
lifetime.ò   He said Whispering Pines will 
not see sewers and he thinks thatôs good.  
Instead of a big pipe that gathers waste 
across miles and miles, then eventually 
processes the waste before dumping it 
into some body of water, he sees septic as 
more environmentally friendly when 
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A committee has been formed for the purpose of updating the Whispering Pines Directory.  
 
The Directory was published successfully for more than 40 years under the auspices of the 
Whispers womenôs group as a means of raising funds for local charities.  In recent years, 
however, Whispers has not undertaken the project due to lack of volunteers, and they 
have now relinquished it.  Whereas the bookôs last update was in 2017 ï 4 years ago, 

much of the information is out of date.  There remains, however, 
continued interest in the community to receive an updated Directory. 
 
A good resource for villagers as well as first responders and village 
staff, the Directory provides current information to each household in 
a convenient, handy format.  Sections of the Directory include Resi-
dent addresses/phone numbers, Map of the Village, Summary of 
Village Ordinances, and Clubs & Organizations.  Past directories 
have also included advertisements from local businesses. 
 

Committee Resurrects WP Directory 

(Continued on back page) 

Fascinating?  No.  Important? Yes.   

A Newspaper featuring Village News, Chit Chat and ñOther Sap that Runs from the Pinesò 



2 

Editor-in-Chiefé...Carol Ann Rossi 

Managing Editor...Kathleen Boyle 

   Editorial staff: 

    Staff Writer.......Sue Leary  

    Copy Editors....Joan Bruno, Mary  

      Lee, Dos Nintzel 

Circulationé...Sue Brammer 

   Circulation staff: 

Kathy Christensen, Judy Loughlin, 

Sue McBride, Sharen Melton, 

Sally  Nealon, Eileen Pugh, Janet 

Schultz, Barb Tompkins 

 

Advertisingé.. Peg Carfi, 

       Diana Williamson 

Financeééé Mo Windmeyer 

ClassifiedsééDawn Heddings 

Photographyé Frances Kruitbosch 

The New Pitch   
 #621, Volume III, Issue 3 

    March 2021 

    Published monthly 

 
wpnewpitch@gmail.com 
www.thenewpitch.com 
Facebook: wpnewpitch 

23 Hardee Lane 

Whispering Pines, NC  28327 
Printed by Jellison Press 

To subscribe, contact Sue Brammer  949-2250, 32D Martin Drive or 

go to www.thenewpitch.com/subscribe 

The regular meeting of the Planning & Zoning Board held on Feb-
ruary 24 was attended by Shane Stauffer, Chair, Chris Bishop, 
Mike Boyle, Deb Castle, Ken Riggsbee, and George Venet.  Lin-
da Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was present.   
 
Updates from the Zoning Administrator: 

§ Village Council approved recommended amendments from 
the Planning & Zoning Board regarding the LDO Chapters 
1,2, & 4. 
 

New Business 
§ Additional modifications to Chapter 3 (Development Review 

Process), Chapter 5 (Zoning Districts) and Chapter 8 (Tree 
Preservation and Landscaping Requirements). Many of 
these were simple typos  plus compliance with new State 
documents. See discussion for recommendations to the 
Council. 

Planning & Zoning Board 

February 24, 2021 

Discussion  

§ The Board discussed the new definition of a mobile home (now 
called ómanufactured homeô), that the same must be located 
on no fewer than 4 acres within the mobile home overlay dis-
trictðunless grandfathered inðand must meet all landscaping 
and architectural standards, screening, and more. 

 
§ Minimum square footage of multi-family homes is recommend-

ed at 1500 square feet (reduced from 1800 sq ft) to accommo-
date people who want to ódownsizeô.  The minimum does not 
apply to duplex style homes. 

 
Next Meeting:  March 31 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 
 

Meeting Highlights 
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All Council members were present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, and Bob 
Zschoche.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Cindy Graham, Finance Officer, and Bob Kissinger, Public Works 
Director. Two residents were in the gallery. 
 
Village Manager Staff Items 

Conceptual Master Plan for 10 Hardee Lane 

§ Council is happy with what was suggested previously; now is 
the time to accept the plan as conceptually drawn and for-
ward to Village Council meeting on March 10 for a vote.  A 
consulting civil engineer will be contacted to go to the next 
step for plan. All amenities sketched in are not set in stone, 
but these details are at the suggestion of the Open Space 
Committee. 

§ Cindy Graham reported that the Village will owe $188,000 at 
end of this fiscal year (June 30) on the property.  Total loan:  
$300,000 @ 2.75% interest rate, maturing in May 2024. 

§ Details will be presented at the budget development process 
in April and May. 

 

Schedule for Budget Development Process 

§ Council would like the sessions to begin earlier than pro-
posed, but Finance doesnôt want to show a lot of guessti-
mates.  Mr. Lambdin stated that by May 21, documents 
would be ready to show for a public hearing.  Mr. Bernhard 
wants to begin discussions earlier so as to not be rushed.  
April work session was suggested, taking material in smaller 
óbitesô so there is not as much ground to cover per meeting. 

§ Proposed amendment to Ch. B in Code of Ordinances:  Fire 
Prevention.  New language to prohibit burn barrelsð30ò or 
taller.  Warming fires are allowed.   

§ Telephone system for Village Hall antiquated, audio quality 
deteriorating.  New system will be internet based.  Will be 
paid through contingency fund--$4614.  Pinehurst and 
Southern Pines use this type of system. 

§ Village-owned land on Lakeview Drive (unbuildable lot, does 
not perk, in Open Recreation Master Plan)ðpotential buyer 
of said property.  Village not interested in selling this current-
ly.  Item will go to vote at Council meeting. 

§ Carolina Water lease of the property on Rayôs Bridge Road 
will be renewed annually.  However, they are looking to in-
stall a water filtration system across the street.  The owner of 
the property would file for easement plus other items for CW 
to erect the buildingðof a cinder block style.  The other idea 
is to build across the parking lot of the Community Building, 

Village Council Work Session Highlights 

February 25, 2021 

(20ôx40ô footprint) which is now a treed area and would need 
landscaping, etc.  Noise level is said to be low.  Ms Graham 
asked for benefits of the systemðhow much will it impact the 
quality of our waterðtaste, clarity, etc.?  This was not an-
swered. 

 
Council Items 
§ Code violations of the recently built detached garage at 129 

Lakeview Drive were discussed (pictured below).  Height of 
structure is 25ft but maximum is 17ft and homeowner was 
apprised of height problem in May 2020. There are other code 
violations involved and a stop order was issued in September.   
Stonework was added after this, again in violation.  Ms. Chris-
topher will immediately send a letter to the homeowner asking 
for evidence of óplan of actionô to get in compliance within 30 
days.  Modifications to the building must be started within 60 
days and completion within 90 days. 

 
§ Changing the current maximum height of a garage door (10ft) 

was discussed but was sent to Planning & Zoning for their 
recommendation. 

 
Council went into closed door session at the end of the meeting 
pertaining to land acquisition. 
 
Next work session meeting:  March 25 at 2pm. 

The 25-ft height of the garage built at 129 Lakeview Drive 

has come into question at the Village Council since the maxi-

mum height allowed is 17 feet. 
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Village Council Highlights 

March 10, 2021 

All Council members were present : Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob 
Zschoche.  Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance 
Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, Jason Graham, 
Police Chief. Shane Stauffer, Planning & Zoning Chair, was also 
present. There were 8 people in the gallery.  Covid-19 safety pre-
cautions were in place. 
 
General Public Comments 
Carol Rossi of Hardee Lane apprised the Council that a commit-
tee to re-start the Village Phone/Address directory has met and is 
looking to publish in the fall.  She reviewed the history of the pub-
lication, its main contents of resident phone numbers and ad-
dresses, reference pages for important numbers within the village 
and the immediate area, advertising of local businesses, etc.  It 
will no longer be a part of the Whispers organization, but will still 
be a non-profit entity.  More information will be available in the 
near future as well as how to volunteer. 
 
Village Manager Report 

§ Mr. Lambdin reported that two new fire fighters have been 
hired and will begin in the next few weeks.  Also, Christopher 
Judge has resigned from the police force. 

§ Chief Graham reported that 128 golf carts have been regis-
tered and that there have been 3 warnings of violations.  As 
the weather warms, there will be more cart activity; therefore 
the police will be checking that carts are registered as re-
quired. 

§ Mr. Kissinger updated the Council on the lakes.  He has hired 
a vendor who will test for water quality, vegetation and algae 
monitoring, sediment at the bottom, beaver and muskrat ac-
tivity, fish stocking recommendations, etc. ñWe want to be in 
a safe and healthy range,ò he remarked.  Annual cost is 
$3600 and is budgeted. 

§ Mayor Roberts said that an Eagle Scout has put up bat hous-
es to help control mosquitos and that the village appreciates 
his initiative in this project.  

 
New Business 
§ After discussion at the work session in February, it was voted 

5-0 to reject the offer to sell land to a prospective buyer at 
207 Lakeview Drive. 

§ Conceptual plan for the land at 10 Hardee Lane was ap-
proved 5-0.  Mr. Conway stated for the record that any por-
tion or piece can be tweaked, but this rendering is a ñgood 
place to start.ò 

§ There were many amendments to the LDO, Budget Ordi-
nance or Code of Ordinance and all passed 5-0.  Of particular 
note was the road resurfacing of Sandpiper to begin soon.  
$210,000 was the quote (including striping center line).  
$42,069 will be brought in from the fund balance to the gen-
eral fund to pay for this, but will still leave the fund balance at 
35%.   

§ Revisions to the WP Personnel Policy were numerous.  Many 
of them were to define terms and have a consistent use of 
nomenclature.  The óconditions of employmentô involved ex-
pectations of employment including fair labor practices, physi-
cal/psychological testing if required, motor vehicle records, 
conditions of hiring and/or disciplinary actions, expectations 
of privacy, sharing of information, and many more.  Next 
monthôs worksession will deal with personnel policies such as 
compensation, benefits, holidays, etc. 

§ There was additional discussion on whether the department 
manager should have more responsibility regarding person-
nel issues; thereby Council would only have a broad over-
view.  ñLet the Manager manageò was Mr. Zschocheôs com-
ment.  Also discussed was how to have better retention fea-
tures for personnel beyond salaryðdifferent or additional 
benefits.   

 
End of Open Meeting; Council went into closed session regarding 
property acquisition. 
 
Next meeting:  April 14, 6pm. 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whis-

pering Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Region-

al Association of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  

It does not include homes for sale by owner. Information 

provided by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   3 March 1, 2021 

    Homes Pending 26 March 1, 2021 

    Homes sold   12 February 1-28, 2021 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2021:   20 
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Fire Rescue Department  

Response Times to Emergency Incidents - 2021 

Demand for Service by Call Type 

Type of Call 
2020 Feb-21 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 52 68 99 72 

Building Fire 102 15 9 12 14 10 

Outside Fire 21 3 5 6 9 7 

Fire Alarm 57 8 4 5 6 4 

Vehicle Accident 40 6 2 3 5 4 

Investigation 6 1 3 4 3 2 

Storm Damage 42 6 1 1 1 1 

Service Call 26 4 1 1 1 1 

Hazardous Condition 12 2 0 0 0 0 

Aircraft Emergency 3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   77   138   

Monthly Report Highlights 

§ 2/8/21 ï FRC attended and participated in a WP Communi-
ty Emergency Response Team (CERT) meeting to discuss 
training objectives for the next few months and other CERT 
objectives. 

§ 2/9/21 ï FRC, WPFRD staff, and Moore County EMS pro-
vided Pit Crew CPR training to CERT members. 

§ Andrew Drummond appointed to full-time firefighter position 

§ Annual ladder testing completed 

§ All 1-year building warranty items completed, except appa-
ratus floor 

§ New tires installed on 510 (FRC vehicle) 

§ Bay door #2 spring broke; spring replaced  

A reminder that although the clocks changed 

back on March 14, residents should make sure 

to change their smoke alarm batteries if they 

havenôt done so already. 



6 

Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type FEB 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 0  

  Larceny 0 1  

  Vandalism 0 1  

  Assault 2 3  

  Fraud 10 12  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 1 6  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 1 1  

  Barking dog (warning) 0 0  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 7 7  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 10 31  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 2 3  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 0 5  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

Vehicle Break-ins Still Plaguing the Village 
Two residents on Arbutus have reported vehicle break-ins, with 
others stating attempts were made, including one on Lakeview.  
Similar activity was reported in Carthage as well.  Two of the 
perpetrators remain in jail from incidents occurring several weeks 
ago, but others had been released on bond.  ñIt may be quite a big 
group of individuals who are conducting these burglaries,ò Police 
Chief Jason Graham stated recently.  ñAlthough at least one of the 
residents provided video, it was too dark to identify the 
perpetrators or vehicle involved,ò he continued.  ñThe best way to 
foil these thieves is to keep your vehicle doors locked.ò 
 
Golf Carts 
Even though the police have written several warnings, Chief 
Graham stated he is ñhappyò with residentsô response to the golf 
cart ordinance.  ñI appreciate the adherence to the new policy by 
residents.  It should make everyone safer in the long run,ò he said. 
 
Guest Passes to Parks and Lakes 
With the nice weather coming soon, residents are reminded to 
register their boat and obtain guest passes for non-residents you 
bring to village lakes and parks.  He suggests the guests carry the 
passes on their person, stating,  ñThe police will be monitoring use 
of village parks and lakes by non-residents, so having the written 
permission available makes the process much easier for all 
concerned.ò   
 
 
 
 
  

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

TOTAL 40 9 16 4 144 162 88 127 702 1,907 

Safety on the Lakes 
Chief Graham is concerned about those who use paddle-
boards and kayaks.  He reminds us to ñstay to the outsideò of 
the buoys where boats arenôt supposed to be on Thagard 
Lake and especially on weekends when lakes are busiest to 
avoid speeding boats.  
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Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

Jodi E Brookhart (46), passed away on August 5, 2020. 

David P Dillard (86), passed away on February 11. 

A Life Remembered: 

Jodi Brookhart 

Ms. Brookhart died last August and  

The New Pitch regrettably omitted her name from the list of 

Obituaries that month.  We offer this in remembrance of a 

special young woman.   

Jodi Erin Brookhart, 46 (but forever 18) passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by her family, on Wednesday, August 5, 2020, at First-
Health Moore Regional Hospital in Pinehurst.  Born on May 9, 1974, 
in Durham, to Morris and Harriette Brookhart, Jodi graduated from 
Northern High School in 1992.  She swam for Homestead Heights 
during her Durham Summer Swim League career.   

In the fall of 1992, while attending UNC-Western, Jodi was injured 
in a terrible car wreck.  The neurosurgeon told her parents that if it 
were not for her outstanding physical condition, she may not have 
survived the crash.  Swimming is one of the activities that Jodi was 
able to continue on her own following her injuries. 
 
Despite her body being broken, her spirit lived on, and Jodi fought 
to stay with her family and provide them with 28 bonus years of 
wonderful memories.  

Durham Summer Swim League Award   
Named in her honor, the Jodi Brookhart award is presented annual-
ly to honor a swimmer who has overcome obstacles in the pursuit of 
the sport of swimming and has displayed special courage and spirit 
in the process. 
 
Jodi loved the water, a good concert and her family. She enjoyed 
swimming with the dolphins, fishing off her boat and sitting in the 
sun. Jodi touched many lives. She will be remembered for her old 
soul, her deep chuckle and her fighting spirit.  
 
In addition to her parents, Jodi will be remembered by her sister, 
Marcy Cooper (Taylor) and their family, Casey, Carly, Clay and 
Ellie; her brother, Ben Brookhart (Julie), and their son, Charlie; spe-
cial caregivers, Kaye Gautier and Ciera Leggett. She is also sur-
vived by her beloved dog, Bode. 
   
 
 ð Portions courtesy The Pilot Newspaper.   
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maintained and not taken for granted. Plus, a problem with a septic 
system does not have the impact of a problem with a sewer system. 
 
Affect on Home Sales 
Does having septic instead of sewer impact the sale of homes in 
Whispering Pines? Tim Venjohn, a realtor with Rhodes Co. said, 
ñItôs rare that it does.ò Potential buyers donôt always understand 
septic systems.  Venjohn said when he explains itôs the green way 
to manage waste, most people are okay.  Some think itôs gross, but 
itôs generally not part of the buying decision. A septic system 
inspection may be required when a home is sold but it depends on 
the type of financing. Inspection is required for VA loans, some 
conventional loans, but not for cash purchases.  Realtors often 
recommend an inspection of the septic system along with the home 
inspection and termite inspection, but it is not required by local, 
county or state regulations.  
 
Impact on Lakes 
The Villageôs Wastewater Management Board (now defunct) 
considered mandatory inspection of septic systems in February 
2009.  Some residents were concerned about water quality and 
leakage into lakes, especially older homes on Thagard Lake. There 
was no Health Department to provide oversight before 1977 when 
homes on Thagard were being built. Following the Wastewater 
Management Boardôs investigation, the Village Council considered 
establishing a voluntary septic system maintenance and inspection 
program, understanding that ñthe value of our home and community 
is connected to the quality of our lakes.ò However, the Village found 
they could not require septic inspection. The state makes the 
regulations and the county oversees them.  The Health department 
does not have the authority to grant the Village the authority to 
mandate inspections.  Education, rather than mandate, would be 
needed to urge residents to maintain their septic systems. 
 
Residential Septic Systems- one size doesnõt fit all 
The Moore County Environmental Health Department assists a 
developer with planning for septic system installation, issues the 
permit and inspects the septic system after installation. The size of 
a residential septic system depends on the number of bedrooms, 
not bathrooms, in a home.  An estimate of the size of the system is 
determined by assuming two people per bedroom with average 
water use per day of 60 gallons. Other factors are the topography of 
the lot.  It is flat?  Does it have uniform slope?  Are there 
depressions where water could pool? What are the soil 
characteristics?  Sand is good, loam is OK, and clay is not so good.  
Whatôs the size of the lot? Where will the house be?  Will there be a 
driveway? The cost to install a septic system on new construction is 
about $4-6000 but it can be much more if suitable space and soil 
arenôt available.  
 
Today, fewer lots are unsuitable for septic systems since the value 
of the property has increased and now warrants spending more 

money to solve problems. A wet lot can be accommodated if 
enough money is spent. Jeff Kerr of Marlin Wastewater Services in 
West End, concurred.  ñThe bigger the problem, the bigger the 
cost.ò 
 
The EPA website addresses the options this way: ñSeptic system 
design and size can vary widely, from within your neighborhood 
to across the country, due to a combination of factors.ò These 
factors include those listed above, plus household size, proximity to 
sensitive water bodies, weather conditions, and even local 
regulations.  Their website lists the 10 most common types of 
septic systems used but there are many other types of septic 
systems: 
 

 
 
Septic System Components 
The components of a conventional septic system are another factor 
in determining the cost and location of a septic system. Jeff Kerrôs 
grandfather started Marlin Wastewater Services in the 60ôs.  He 
said tanks can generally last about 40 years before natural 
deterioration from gases in our waste requires replacement.  
Cement tanks and high density polypropylene tanks vary in quality 
and therefore in price. Plastic tanks donôt degrade like cement.  
They may offer more options for location on a lot because they 

Septic Tank Conventional System 

Aerobic Treatment Unit Drip Distribution System 

Chamber System Evapotranspiration System 

Cluster / Community System Mound Systems 

Constructed Wetland System Recirculating Sand Filter System 

Is Septic Our Future? 
(Continued from page 1) 

Courtesy bobvila.com 

(Continued next page) 

https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#septictank
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#conventional
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#aerobic
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#dripdistribution
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#chamber
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#evapotranspiration
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#cluster
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#mound
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#wetland
https://www.epa.gov/septic/types-septic-systems#sand
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Star Gazing 

donôt require set trucks (trucks with a crane mounted) to set the 
tank off the truck.  Jeff said he used to see tanks that lasted 30-50 
years.  Now some only last 4-10 years because low quality 
materials were used. ñYou get what you pay for.ò And donôt forget 
the tank top.  A top without a good, secure fit can be a safety issue.  
 
The distribution box lies between the septic tank and the drain field, 
and serves to evenly distribute the wastewater among the drain 
field lines. Drain field lines used to be 12-24ò down, but are now 36-
48ò down. This allows gravity to carry waste from tank to field. 
Drain fields provide filters for the fluids before they hit ground 
water. 

......... 
 

End of Part One.  Next month in Part Two weôll focus on 
how to maintain a good working septic system. 
 
 

We are finally coming to the Spring (aka vernal or March) equinox 
on Saturday, March 20 at 5:37 am.  Itôs officially the first day of 
spring in the northern hemisphereðYAY!  Day and night are equal 
in all parts of the world (more or less) because the sun rises due 
east and sets due west around the globe. Sunrise and sunset hap-
pen faster during the equinox. In the northern hemisphere, we tilt 
towards the sun so we get more daylight. After June 20, we start to 
lose daylightðweôll talk about that in June. 

The folklore about balancing a raw egg on its end during this time 
period is, well, lore.  But, there have been cases where it suppos-
edly occurred, so if you want to spend some time trying it, give it a 
go.  Have someone take a picture and send it to us for the April 
issue!  (wpnewpitch@gmail.com)  No tricks, please! 

Interesting things going on in the sky in the next few weeks include:  
(no meteor showers expected until mid-April): 

§ March 21ðMoon, first quarter 

§ March 28ðMoon, Full. 

§ April 4ðMoon, third quarter 

§ Jupiter (pictured right) is the only 
planet youôll be able to see with ófairly 
goodô visibility for the next few weeks.  
Itôs about 555 million miles from Earth 
so donôt expect miracles.  Wake up to 
pre-dawn and dawn skies and Jupiter 
will be in the east, below the moon. 

§ Mars will still be the brightest planet in March, west evening/
night skies; it will be hidden in April. 

§ Betelgeuse, a red supergiant star approximately 950 times the 
size of the sun, is one of the 
largest stars known.  Itôs in 
the top portion of Orionôs 
Belt.  In Feb 2019, it was 
thought to have started to 
ófadeô and astronomers are 
anxiously awaiting it devel-
oping into a ósupernovaô (an 
explosion that occurs at the 
end of a starôs life, the bril-
liance being one billion times 
of the sun.)  For now, before 
it goes into its death spiral, 
youôll still need a telescope. 

ñSuper Starò Betelgeuse 

Septic  (Continued from previous page) 

mailto:wpnewpitch@gmail.com
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Meet Gracie of Windsong Place. Gracie was 
adopted almost 2 years ago as a pup online 
from It Takes a Village Rescue in Sanford. As 
is often found with online profiles, it was a 
bit... embellished. The description claimed 
she was a Newfoundland, but sheôs actually 
your basic Carolina Dirt Road Hound, possi-
bly a Yellow Lab and Greyhound mix. De-
spite her lack of pedigree, Gracie is the per-
fect combination of brains and beauty.  Sheôs 
sweet, sometimes a bit precocious, and loves 
to meet new dog and human friends. 
 
Gracie was originally rescued as a 4-month 
old with her siblings from under a shed in the 
country. Though she now enjoys a cultured 
dogôs life living on a golf course in Whisper-
ing Pines, she sometimes reverts to her wild 
ways by scavenging various items during her 
many daily walks. Treasures include: pine 

Hereõs Gracie! 
Weôd love to print your  

pet picture.  Email to  

Diane Stephans at   

wpnewpitch@gmail.com. 

cones, golf balls, beer cans and the occa-
sional animal bone. No walk is complete 
without the discovery of some treasure. 
Gracie enjoys cuddling and belly rubs on 
the couch and happily shows off her favor-
ite toy as a greeting when Mom arrives 
home.  
 
Occasionally, she can be spotted running 
in the moonlight when she willfully slips 
out of her harness during a night walk. 
These mad dashes for freedom typically 
end at the Mayorôs house, where she is 
apprehended near the back fence visiting 
her canine friends Lola, Gilbert and Mollie. 
Gracie additionally wanted to give a bark 
out to her other neighborhood friends: 
Daisy, Sally, Finn, Sophie, Bentley, Lola 
(the Corgi), Maybel, and Theo. 

Submitted by Lindley Fleury 
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We were feeling almost giddy as we broke out of the local comfort 

zone on a recent Thursday evening to venture some 20 miles to 

Sanford for dinner.  It takes about 30 minutes from Whispering 

Pines to Davisonôs Steaks, a place weôd heard about and passed by 

on the way to Raleigh for years but never tried.  

  

Located in a rather ordinary-looking building, there is nothing unique 

about the d®cor of Davisonôs, just quite nice with tablecloths and 

calming background music. Tables were spaced appropriately for 

COVID restriction.  

  

While the menu at Davisonôs includes chicken, fish and pork chops, 

beef is the highlight here.  There is a large open grill in the middle of 

the restaurant (manned by the owner and chef) so the unmistakable 

aroma of steaks wafting through the air makes the craving for meat 

even more powerful. 

  

Included with each entrée is a trip to the salad bar (masks required), 

which we were surprised to find open.  Patrons take their own tongs 

at the front of the line to serve themselves, and then drop them in 

the ñusedò bin at the end.  Each patron also uses their own 

individual ladle for dressing.  Three of our party found the bleu 

cheese dressing to be very good, while Chuck said the French 

dressing was ñmagnifique!ò  While we were disappointed that no 

bread was served with the salad course, when it came later with the 

entrées, we liked the chunks of homemade bread, soft on the inside 

with crispy toasted edges. 

  

For their appetizer, Bob and Betty enjoyed the shrimp skewer 

($8.99).  The six smallish shrimp marinated in lemon-butter garlic 

sauce and grilled lightly ñwent down easily and quicklyò and were 

not too heavy for a first course. 

  

Each of us ordered beef, with Bob and Cindy deciding on the ribeye 

which comes as an 8-ounce steak ($26.50).  Bob opted to add two 

more ounces to his portion at a cost of $1.50 per ounce extra.  They 

both found their steak to be grilled ñjust right.ò  Knowing that some 

ribeyes can contain too much fat, both Bob and Cindy thought 

these had just enough to make them flavorful.  Along with grilled 

onions, baked potato and sour cream, Cindy said ñeverything 

turned out just as I wanted and expected.ò 

  

Similarly, Bettyôs filet 

mignon ($31.95) was 

cooked to medium 

rare perfection.  ñI 

would have liked 

some Bernaise 

sauce alongside, but 

other than that, the 9

-ounce portion was 

tender and lovely,ò she said, able to take half of it home as 

well.  The grilled asparagus were a nice accompaniment. 

  

Chuck tried the steak kabobs, served with a vegetable medley 

($18.99), and said ñthey couldnôt have been betterðcooked 

perfectly.ò  The sweet potato he ordered came with cinnamon butter 

that he thought really wasnôt needed for more sweetness. 

  

We were on a roll,  and the dessert tray beckoned.  The molten 

chocolate cake was ñjust lovelyò according to Bob and 

Cindy.  Chuck and Betty found the pecan pie, served with whipped 

cream and ice cream to be ñnot super sweet and not too denseð

really enjoyable.ò 

  

Our server, Wyatt, was attentive and never missed a stepðalso 

putting up with our banter.  For the quality of the meals, service and 

price, we found this restaurant to be a great value. 

  
So if youôre craving a really good steak served in a pleasant 
atmosphere and want to ñget the heck out of Moore,ò you canôt go 
wrong with Davisonôs.  Itôs a winner. 

Key to Ratings 

Davisonõs Steaks 

1724 Westover Drive (Off Route 1 South) 

Sanford 
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Our History  

Just What is a Muckraker? 
The 8 beautiful lakes in the Village attracted many of us to live 
here.  In addition to the viewshed that our lakes provide, the water 
gives us many opportunities for recreational activities.  As with 
most things, keeping our lakes beautiful requires maintenance.   

The Village commits time and resources to the maintenance of the 
dams---which are necessary to keep our lakes impounded.  What 
about the lakes themselves?  Our lakes are man made.  The basic 
rule about man made lakes:  The day after man digs a lake, Moth-
er Nature starts to fill it in. 

Except for Thagard, most of our lakes were dug in the 1960ôs.  
Soon after being dug, our lakes began to fill in because erosion 
control measures were not as good in the early days as they are 
now.  The pine trees that we love drop pinecones, pine straw and 
limbs into the water. Bushes also shed leaves. 

A committee of the Lakes Board was charged with looking into the 
problem and conducted an analysis in 2003.  Estimates for various 
alternatives to dredge the lakes were as high as $1 million dollars.  
Additional challenges were to obtain federal and state permits, 
which was not assured.          

Clearly, this was not affordable and other alternatives were ex-
plored.  In 2007, volunteers constructed a home-made floating 
barge with a pump to suck sand from the lake bottom.  The major 
problem was that the debris on top of the sand clogged the pump.  
Also, the Army Corps of Engineers did not look favorably on this 
approach.  It was a no-go. 

The next approach was to attempt to remove the muck from the 
bottom of the lakes.  The purchase of a commercial machine was 
explored.  Existing machines would need to be modified to suit the 
Villageôs needs and were very expensive.  Again, a group of volun-
teers said, ñWe can build our own machine.ò  They did and the 

name The Muckraker was born. 

Beginning with an old pontoon boat, homemade mechanisms were 
added to rake the bottom of a lake, bring the muck to the surface, 
and deposit it on the boat.  When the boat was loaded, the rake 
mechanism reversed itself and unloaded at a boat ramp onto a 
waiting trailer. 

 

The first Muckraker was launched in 2012.  Since that time, up-
grades and improvements have been made.  The Muckraker in 
action is an amazing sight.    

The Village has invested more than $100,000 in muckraking since 
the effort began in 2007.  (Costs are tracked today by the Village 
Finance Office, but in the early days not so much.) 

More important than the dollars invested is the investment of time 
and effort by the dedicated volunteers, an effort that numbers in the 
thousands of hours.  As the credit card commercial says---it is 
priceless.  Also, a number of volunteers have contributed dollars, 

some being quite substantial.   

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

Muckraker volunteers in action. 

Want to get involved and help?  

Volunteers are always welcome 

to work on The Muckraker.  

Call Village Hall for more info: 

949-3141. 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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     Ken Graham spent summers at his      
grandfatherôs meager cottage in Slippery 
Rock, PA where carrying water in pails 
from the spring uphill to the house was the 
norm.   However, his fonder memory of that 
time is fly fishing for trout in Slippery Rock 
Creek which he enjoyed with his father. ñI 
watched my dad all the time and learned 
how to do it.ò 
 
Ken grew up in Butler, PA, not quite 20 
miles south of that idyllic trout creek.  His 
father Edwin, and mother Betty (Moore) 
raised Ken and his two sisters, Tracy and 
Lucy.  In school, he learned a bit about 
watercolor painting and found a talent that 
didnôt emerge until later years. 
 
After high school, Ken joined the Marines 
and went into avionic electronics at Camp 

Pendleton. 
After complet-
ing his tour in 
1985 as an E-3 
(Lance Cor-
poral), he went 
back to Penn-
sylvania to 
study at the 
Pittsburgh 
School of Avi-
onics.  Finish-
ing the de-

greed program three years later, Delta 
Airlines hired him, so he was off to Atlanta 
and stayed with Delta until óvoluntary retire-
mentô in 2009.  Not quite ready to leave the 
workforce, he joined the Army Forces 
Command ñLean Six Sigmaò program, 
earning a óMaster Black Beltô in process 
performance, enabling quality improvement 
opportunities in an organization.  Ken is 
now at Ft. Bragg with the program. 
 
It was during his time with Delta that Ken 
first heard the bagpipes live in an aircraft 
hangar.  ñI was infected by it,ò he admits,  
and said, ñI had to learn how to play them.ò  
Counseled by another player, he only pur-
chased the practice chanter, dedicating two 
hours a day and more on the weekends.   

Ken married his wife Cindy (our villageôs 
Financial Manager) in 2009 in Georgia.  
He played the Bridal March on the bag-
pipes at their wedding and hired a quartet 
that played Celtic music at the reception.   
Later, Ken joined the group for a short 
period.   
 
The Grahams moved to the Sandhills, 
finally settling in Whispering Pines in 2014.  
They found a lakefront home on Pine 
Lake; the fishing was attractive to Ken.  ñI 
caught a Jack (Northern Pike) on the first 
day we moved in,ò affirming they made the 
right decision.  Their new home had a 
wood stove in the kitchen which Cindy 
loved, and it reminded him of Slippery 
Rock, with a lot more room! 
 
It wasnôt long before Ken bought his first 
Great Highland bagpipes at Aberdeen 
(NC) Bagpipe Supply (no longer in busi-
ness) and is happy to say they are authen-
tic, being made in Scotland.  Ken also has 
a smaller set of parlor pipes made in the 
US, and an Irish set which are very heavy 
and lay across your lap (see photo be-

low).  He claims they are infinitely more 
difficult to play.  Ken even has electronic 
bagpipesðbasically a chanter which you 
plug into a guitar amplifier and it emulates 
the sound of traditional pipes.  
 

ñWhen I was a little boy, I never thought 
about any of these things that I do.  My 
grandfather was Scottish, my mother was 
from Ireland, my favorite color is green, I 
learned how to fly-fish and tie my own 
flies.  I learned how to play bagpipes.ò  
Pausing for a moment, he went on.  
ñThere must be ancestral memories that 
youôre born with,ò he mused aloud.  Heôs 

The Piper of Pine Lake 

never been to Scotland or Ireland, but heôs 
learned how to play Scotland the Brave, 
and many other traditional Scottish and 
Irish pieces. 
 
Today, Ken isnôt with any pipe and drum 
band, although he was with Cross Creek 
Pipes and Drums in Fayetteville for a few 
years.  Heôs played at the Laurinburg 
(Highland) Games where there are 500 
pipes and drumsðñItôs really something to 
hear and view a marching mass band,ò he 
claims.   These bands require a lot of prac-
tice days together, as well as time at home 
which he canôt commit to right now since 
he still working.  However, Ken will solo 
play at an event and is happy to do so.   
 
But not all of Kenôs time is devoted to work.  
Over the past few years he has brought out 
his watercolors and is painting again, with 
several of his pieces displayed throughout 
their home.  Music, art, and the peaceful 
fishing waters of Pine Lake evoke the con-
fluence of Celtic memories that engage 
Ken in his life in Whispering Pines. 
 
 
If youôd like to book Ken to play his 
bagpipes at your event, call him at  
770-365-4985. 
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in 

your wildlife observations 

and photographs.  She can 

be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Spring is not that far off now and things are 
starting to change around the Village.  The 
increase in daylight triggers hormonal 
changes that are responsible for both mi-
gratory behavior in our winter visitors, as 
well as breeding behaviors in local species.  
The cavity nesters such as swallows, wood-
peckers, nuthatches and chickadees are the 
earliest to begin to nest.   Protection from a 
snag or a bird box buffers the nest and 
nestlings from the cooler temperatures of 
the early spring.  Unusually warm weather 
will not spur these birds to begin nesting 
earlier, but the pairs that are the first to get 
going may have better odds of raising a 
family successfully if the temperature in the 
next couple of months is above average. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Canada Geese are also inclined to get 
down to raising a family early in the season.  
The experienced adults will begin laying 
eggs in the next couple of weeks.  Most of 
our geese will be staking out space on 

Thagard Island.  But some will look for 
hidden spots along the lakeshores, on the 
Little River, or around water hazards on 
the golf courses.  Canadas are very good 
parents and, given that they produce from 
four to seven young a year, it is under-
standable why we have such a sizeable 
population in the Village.  Intensive man-
agement of nests each season is now 
keeping numbers in check.  So please let 
me know if you find a goose or a pair on a 
nest between now and the end of April. 

 

Another species that is now pairing up and 
searching for real estate is the Belted 
Kingfisher.  These are feisty robin-sized 
birds with large, long and pointed bills, and 
short, very muscular necks.  They have 
shaggy crests, gray backs and belly 
bands, as well as short, stubby tails.  Fe-
males are distinctive with brown across 
their chests and along their sides.  King-
fishers hunt from a high perch such as a 
branch, or even from the bimini of a pon-
toon boat, or sometimes while hovering.   
Kingfisher flight is unique, consisting of 
rapid irregular wing beats and short glides.  
They swiftly dive on their prey, which they 
seize in powerful jaws and then swallow 
headfirst.  Their breeding strategy is also 
very different.  Pairs nest exclusively in 
long burrows, which they excavate in 
banks or large sandpiles safe from terres-
trial predators.  Belted Kingfisher parents 
require large numbers of fish to provide for 

their growing families, so they tend to have 
rather large territories.  Therefore, only a 
pair or two are likely taking advantage of 
the Village lakes and associated wet habi-
tat. 

 

Last but not least, Betty Chapman on Pine 
Ridge Drive has once again spotted a Pie-
bald deer mixed in with the White-tailed 
deer that frequent the golf course adjacent 
to her home (see Bettyôs photo below).  
This pretty doe is sure eye-catching since 
she is mainly white.  The herd in the Village 
has had white individuals in the past.  Pine 
Ridge is home to an albino squirrel or two 
as well.  

Belted Kingfisher 

- Robert Baron Nature Photography 

Mr. Nuthatch likes his new digs. 

- Photo by Gus Ulrich 
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Quoting from the Farmerôs Almanac, ñPlanting by the Moonò (also 
called ñGardening by the Moonò) is a traditional way to help plant 
your above and below-ground crops. Here's how it works. 
 
Plant annual flowers and vegetables that bear crops above ground 
during the light or waxing of the Moon. In other words, plant from 
the day the Moon is new until the day it is full. 
 
Plant flowering bulbs, biennial and perennial flowers, and vegeta-
bles that bear crops below ground during the dark or waning of the 
Moon. In other words, plant from the day after the Moon is full until 
the day before it is new again. 
 
Moon phase gardening is an idea as old as agriculture, popular in 
folklore, and there are scientific ideas to back it up. Old-time farm-
ers swear that this practice results in a larger, tastier harvest.  

 
The Earth is in a large gravitational field, influenced by both the 
sun and moon. The tides are highest at the time of the new and 
the full moon, when sun and moon are lined up with Earth. Just as 
the moon pulls the tides in the oceans, it also pulls upon the subtle 
bodies of water, causing moisture to rise in the earth, prompting 
seeds to swell and burst. This factor, coupled with the increasing 
moonlight, creates balanced root and leaf growth. The highest 
amount of moisture is in the soil at this time, and tests have prov-
en that seeds will absorb the most water at the time of the full 
moon. Planting by the phases of the moon will keep in rhythm with 
the alternating gravitational pull.  
 
The first quarter is the best time for planting above ground bear-
ing annual crops that produce their seeds outside the fruit. Exam-
ples are lettuce, spinach, celery, broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, 
and grain crops.  
 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

by Dolores Muller 

 

In the second quarter, the gravitational pull is less but the moon-
light is strong, creating healthy leaf growth. It is generally a good 
time for planting, especially two days before the full moon. The 
types of crops that prefer the second quarter are annuals that pro-
duce above ground.  Their seeds form inside the fruit, such as 
beans, melons, peas, peppers, squash, and tomatoes.  Plant just 
before the full moon to get the benefits of peak moisture. 
 
The third and fourth quarters are after the full moon when the 
light is waning or decreasing, and the energy is drawing down. 
The gravitational pull is high, creating more moisture in the soil, 
but the moonlight is decreasing, putting energy into the roots. This 
is a favorable time of planting for root crops, such as beets and 
carrots. It is also good for perennials, bulbs and transplanting be-
cause of the active root growth.  
 
In the fourth quarter there is decreased gravitational pull and 
moonlight, which is considered a resting period. This is the best 
time to cultivate, harvest, transplant, fertilize and prune. Mow 
lawns in the third or fourth quarter to retard growth. Following the 
rhythm of the moon can save you time and energy, especially 
mowing your lawn. 

Planting by the Moon 

Our Gardens 
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By Greta Nintzel 

I hike this preserve more than any other 
spot throughout the year. Itôs familiar and 
yet ever-changing, season to season, year 
to year. The park includes three separate 
parcels - the Boyd Tract is behind the gar-
dens of the Weymouth Center for the Arts & 
Humanities, the smaller Paint Hill Tract is 
nestled in between neighborhoods off 
Stonyfield Dr. and the main section of the 
preserve, Weymouth Woods on Fort Bragg 
Rd., which includes the Visitorôs Center.  

 

The paths trailing off from the Visitorôs Cen-
ter cover varied landscapes: swamp, 
creeks, mixed deciduous forest and longleaf 
pine savanna. There are some minor eleva-
tion changes out here. The trail is wide in 
some spots to accommodate horses and 
then narrower in others for hikers only. 
These are easy trails which will allow you to 
meander with family members or challenge 
your pace if you are a trail runner.  

 

There are critters aplenty in this park - deer, 
snakes, turtles, fox squirrels, beavers and 
more.  Many times Iôve crossed paths with 
birders visiting from other areas, trying to 
catch sight of unusual migrants as they 
pass through the Sandhills en route to their 

native nesting grounds.  Iôm not a birder so 
I donôt know which species these folks 

were tracking. 

 

I keep thinking as I visit and revisit this 
park that we often miss some deeper 
truths about what is in front of us. On my 
hike a week ago, the Moccasin Crossing 
was closed because the bridge is out and I 
could not traverse the park following my 
typical path. I had to zigzag on loops I 
hardly ever visit. Itôs good to be knocked 
off of our patterns. I ended up on the Pine 
Barrens Trail. Many of the longleaf trees 
along the trail have oval barkless scars on 
their trunks. These are the areas of the 
trees cut in so-called cat-faced slashes to 
yield sap which was then converted into 
turpentine more than a century ago. In the 
1850s, after exhausting their own supply, 
northern states targeted southeastern 
forests for timber, pitch, tar and turpentine. 
Luckily for us, the Boyd Tract did not see 
aggressive industrial activities and still 
supports old growth longleaf - up to 450 
years old.  Mind blowing, right? There is a 
longleaf pine right in our backyard that is 
nearly 500 years old. Imagine what it has 
experienced. For more details about the 
park, check out the website: https://
www.ncparks.gov/weymouth-woods-
sandhills-nature-preserve/history 

Long Leaf Scar 

Weymouth Woods Sandhills Nature 

Preserve State Park 

          Signs of beavers in Weymouth Woods 

Beaver den (left) and Beaver stumps (right) 

Visitor Center Parking Area 
1024 Fort Bragg Road 
Southern Pines, NC 28387 

Note: The bridge on the Moccasin Crossing 
is being repaired and the crossing is closed 
until further notice. Youôll need to follow the 
Lighter Stump Trail to Pine Island Trail to 

get out to the Holly Hock loop. 

My very first visit to Weymouth Woods was 
more than 15 years ago when my father 
introduced me to this preserve. It was still 
under the care of The Nature Conservan-
cy. He wanted to show us the huge beaver 
dam shoring up a large pond somewhere 
in the park. Signage wasnôt clear back then 
and we wandered around for a long time 
looking for that dam. The beavers moved 
on for a number of years and now they are 
back. Their den is easily spotted from the 
leafless winter edge of James Creek on 
the Gum Swamp Trail. 

 

Weymouth Woods State Park is an unfath-
omable gift to Moore County and only 15 
minutes from Whispering Pines. It reminds 
us of where we once were, where we are 
and hopefully, gives us insight into where 
we might go in this grand scheme of life 
and living on this always amazing planet. 
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Arbor Day.  For the past two years the Garden Club has donated 

a tree for the Villageôs annual Arbor Day celebration.  John Bow-

man (Vice President) has coordinated the purchase of a tree    We 

are anticipating the celebration to be ñvirtualò in that the tree will be 

planted on March19th with a video recording the event.  We hope to 

share the video later at a socially-distanced event or on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed for the 2021 Spring Road Side Clean-up -

Josephine and Glenn Bernhard are leading our Spring 2021 Road 

Side Clean-up, scheduled for Saturday, April 10th.  Rain date will 

be Saturday April 17th.  If you would like to volunteer, contact the 

Bernhards ï 688-7124.  Further instructions will be emailed once 

we have all of the volunteers identified.  If you are not available to 

assist on April 10th, you can still volunteer and complete your as-

signed area during the week prior to the 10th.  Note: We have ex-

tended our contract with the NCDOT for an additional 4 years to 

support road side clean-up. 

 

Attention Scrapbookers!  Do you like to scrapbook and have 

some free time?  We are looking for someone to take over updat-

ing our volume.  The materials and book are waiting to be filled!  

Contact Kathy Boyle--688-7051. 

Garden Club 

Bluebird Box Making Project.  A group of Garden Club members 
(see pictures at right) including Joan Bruno, William Kalles, Ed 
McBride, Tami Epting, Jim Epting, Katie Haiti, Leigh Morgan, and 
Diana Heise, spent their Saturday morning at the Thagard Pavilion 
on March 13 creating bluebird boxes.  Most of the wooden pieces 
needed had been pre-cut so all that was needed was to hammer 
or screw them together. Voila!  A bluebird home 

is ready to mount. 
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CCWP Womenôs Golf Association (WGA) 2021 Executive Board.  Pictured L-R are Marsha Paff: 

Special Tournaments Chair; Sandy Burger, Chair; Candie Robertson: Vice-Chair and Weekly 

Tournaments Chair; Susan Shorten: Handicap & Rules Chair; Sue Leary: Secretary; and Daryl 

Pierce: Treasurer . 

The WGA held its kick-off event for the 2021 

season on March 9 with the traditional Posey 

Shoot, followed by luncheon.  Winners with a 

score of 34 for the 9-hole scramble pictured 

above were Elke Phillingane, Peggy Flygar, 

Marsha Paff and Sue Brammer. 

Out With the Old ñ  

In With the New 

CCWP recently took delivery of 

a new fleet of golf carts .  (Of 

course, it was raining...) 

On the ñFirst Teeò and ready to drive! 


