
  

COVID Comes to the Village:  What You Need to Know 

Itôs not news that the number of COVID-19 
cases is going up dramatically.  
 
On December 1, Moore County was 
reported by NC-DHHS as having about 27 
new cases in the last week of November. 
On January 7 there were 80 new cases 
reported for the previous seven days. Our 
zip code, 28327, has reported 1,083 cases 
to date out of 5,766 in our county, with 16 
out of the 80 deaths. How about the Village 
of Whispering Pines?  
 
Data is not separated between our village 
and Carthage, but it seemed possible that 
Whispering Pines was going to be spared 
the brunt of this most infectious and 
devastating disease.  However, six of us 
who work on The New Pitch put our heads 
together and identified 11 residents we 
personally know who have tested positive 
for the Coronavirus since December 1. Two 
of these residents have died.  There is an 
eleventh person who works in the village 
and was hospitalized.  As one Pitch staff 
member stated, ñUntil two weeks ago, I 
didnôt know anyone whoôd contracted the 
disease.  Now I know six.ò  
 

Symptoms 

The symptoms reported by our friends 
during the COVID convalescence are: Loss 
of taste and smell, extreme fatigue, cough, 
muscle aches, weakness, labored breathing, 
and runny nose.   
 
Here are some guidelines straight from the 
US Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to 
sort out exactly what we should do in the 
case of some sort of exposure. 

 Quarantine or Isolationð 
Whatôs the Difference? 

§ Isolation keeps someone who is 
infected with the virus away from 
others, even those in their home. 

§ Quarantine keeps someone who 
might have been exposed to the virus 
away from others. Do not go to the 
store! 

 

 

 

 

 

 If Youôve Tested Positive 

§ Isolate yourself from other members 
of your family to prevent spread to 
them and the people who they may 
have contact with, like grandparents. 
To be more exactðseparate rooms 
for sleeping, eating, TV, etc.  Wiping 
down surfaces with bleach/Lysol is 
imperative.  

§ Stay home except to get medical 
care. 

§ Even if you donôt feel sick, you can 
spread COVID-19 to others. 

§ Get care immediately if you are 
having emergency warning signs, like 
trouble breathing, pain or pressure in 
the chest. 

 

 If Youôve Been Exposed 

Exposure means youôve been within 6-feet 
of someone for more than 15 minutes who 
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has tested positive.  This includes if youôve 
provided care at home to someone who is 
sick with COVID-19.   

§ Stay home (quarantine) and monitor 
your health.  

§ Stay home for 14 days after your last 
contact with a person who has 
COVID-19. 

§ Watch for fever (100.4ǓF), cough, 
shortness of breath, or other 
symptoms of COVID-19. 

§ If possible, stay away from others, 
especially people who are at higher 
risk for getting very sick from COVID-
19. 

 
For more information, go to cdc.gov/
coronavirus . 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html#seek-medical-attention
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
http://cdc.gov/coronavirus
http://cdc.gov/coronavirus
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  Frances Kruitbosch has been named Volunteer of the Year by 
Police Chief Jason Graham.  Created in 2004 by then Chief 
Louis Gregory, the award recognizes a village resident who 
exemplifies the best in community service by virtue of diligence, 
dedication and character. 
 
ñFrances takes wonderful pictures!ò raved the Chief.  ñWhether 
itôs a retirement, recording progress of the dam project, or the 
Halloween and Christmas events, you can rely on Frances to 
be there, capturing it all.  Moreover, she is someone who is 
always available, willing and wanting to help in any way she 
can.ò 
 
Her name has now been added to the plaque displayed in the 
lobby of the Police Department.  Previous recipients in recent 
years include Andrew Kegley, Mary Wehking, Estelle Makie 
and Gary Leopper. 
 

Frances Kruitbosch receives the Volunteer of the Year 

Award from Chief Graham.  Frances is also the staff 

photographer for The New Pitch. 

Volunteer of the Year 2020 

The village offers a Large Item Pickup twice a year - February 

and August.  Large item collection means that certain items 

such as mattresses, appliances, furniture and electronics that 

cannot fit into a garbage can or that need special handling, 

will be picked up by appointment on Mondays during the 

month of February. 

To schedule a large item pickup, contact Village Hall at 

910.949.3141 x11. 

Call on Friday, Pick up on Monday, 

January 29 February 1 

February 5 February 8 

February 12 February 15 

February 19 February 11 

FREE ñ Large Item Pickup 
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On December 16, 2020, the regular meeting of the Planning & Zon-
ing Board was attended by Shane Stauffer, Chair, Chris Bishop, 
Deb Castle, Dean Kalles, and  George Venet.  Linda Christopher, 
Zoning Administrator, was present.  There were two residents in the 
gallery. 
 
Updates from the Zoning Administrator: 
§ Village Council approved the amendment for reducing the time 

to conform to the new sign regulations to 6 months.  The resi-
dent who currently has many signs has been notified through 
regular mail to the changes, and will also be notified via certi-
fied mail as to compliance date. 

§ Golf Cart stickers required as of January 1. 
§ Homestay rental regulations approved, enforcement begins 

January 1. 
§ Home Occupation permits on hold; Village Council will discuss 

again at the Council work session on January 28 at 2pm. 
 

New Business 
A few modifications to the LDO, specifically: 
§ The new Chapter 160D of the North Carolina General Statutes 

consolidates current city and county- enabling statutes for 
development regulations, therefore compliance is required by 
July 1.  

§ Septic systems must be entirely on oneôs property (see discus-
sion note below). 

These and other changes were approved 5-0 and passed on to 
Village Council for discussion and vote. 
 
Discussion  
The Board discussed the sharing of septic systems (only allowed 
on multi-family units) and the requirement to use Carolina Water 
rather than using a well for drinking water.  Wells can be used for 
irrigation, swimming pool filling, etc., but NOT for drinking water, 
per the NC State Utility Commission. 
 
Next Meeting:  January 27 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 

Planning & Zoning Meeting 

Highlights 

Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

Doris C Ringenbach (96), passed away December 16. 

Mary Linkins (80), passed away December 25. 

John Boettger (83), passed away January 6. 

John A Gillis (85), passed away January 7. 

William M Garner, Jr (90), passed away January 11. 

Elizabeth Haddock (86), passed away January 13. 

All Council members were present (Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob 
Zschoche).  Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, Linda Christopher, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.  
The meeting used Live Stream technology so residents could view 
the meeting in their home as it occurred.  
 
Public Hearings 
Five Public Hearings were scheduled but only two received com-
ments: 
§ Home Occupation application for Ms. Teresa Hess, Physical 

Therapist, to conduct sessions in her home 
ß Three letters were read in support of the home busi-

ness from neighbors. 
ß Ms. Harris praised Ms. Hess for her forthrightness in 

making the application.  She asked the applicant to 
review her qualifications as a physical therapist. Ms. 
Hess answered the questions without exception.  

ß Mayor Pro Tem Bernhard asked about parking and 
was satisfied with the answer. 

§ Public comments on the Open Space plan (revision).  Written 
comments received will be read at the work session meeting 
on the 28th.  Ms. Harris reminded everyone that ócommentsô 
made on Facebook could not be entered into the record; that 
village residents must make their thoughts/comments known 
via an email to Linda Christopher or come down to Village Hall 
and fill out the comment card.  Comments will be accepted 
until January 27. 

 
Village Manager Report 
Mr. Lambdin reported that a new police officer started this week. 
 
Unfinished Business 
The Lakeview Drive bridge project will probably be going out for bid 
in February.  The budget for this project is available today, so 
whether the start date is in fiscal ô21 or ô22, the money is there. 
 
New Business 
§ Application for Home Occupation for Ms. Hess was passed    

5-0.  
§ Emergency supplies reimbursement for Covid-19 expenses 

will be transferred to the Operating Budget.  Passed 5-0. 
§ Moore County is calling a meeting of municipal mayors and 

interested parties to consider an increase of the room occupa-
tion tax (from 3% to 6%).  The mayors of Pinehurst, Southern 
Pines and Aberdeen are in favor of the increase.  Mr. 
Zschoche questions what the tax monies will be applied to and 
the benefit thereof.  The meeting is January 27.  Mayor Rob-
erts and Ms. Harris will attend as of this writing. 

 
End of Open Meeting; Council went into closed session. 
Next meeting:  February 10, 6pm. 

Village Council Highlights 

January 13, 2021 
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Demand for Service by Call Type 

Fire Rescue Department  

ñL

Response Times to Emergency Incidents - 2020 

Type of Call 
2019 Dec 2020 2020 

# % # % # % 

Medical 526 64 62 69 365 54 

Building Fire 105 13 14 16 102 15 

Fire Alarm 51 6 3 3 57 8 

Storm Damage 9 1 0 0 42 6 

Vehicle Accident 62 8 3 3 40 6 

Outside Fire 26 3 1 1 21 3 

Service Call 27 3 7 8 26 4 

Hazardous Condition 10 1 0 0 12 2 

Investigation 2 >1 0 0 6 1 

Aircraft Emergency 2 >1 0 0 3 >1 

Vehicle Fire 2 >1 0 0 1 >1 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 822   90   675   

§ Fire Academy Graduation ï Kendon Holt, Jacob Lennon & 
Blake Polakof 

§ 12/5/20 ï WPFRD conducted Santa Parade throughout Vil-
lage (4 hours) 

§ Eight (8) times during December we were alerted to back-to-
back calls (within 30 minutes) 

§ Our response time to the 2nd call exceeded our 6-minute re-
sponse time goal on the 5 of the 8 occurrences. 

§ SQ51 (quick response vehicle) ï repair complete by Cross-
roads Ford. 

§ 2020 Annual Awards 
ß Officer of the Year ï Nelson Scott 
ß Firefighter of the Year ï Casey Pope 
ß Member of the Year ï Nelson Scott 

§ Resignations 
ß Full-time Firefighter Matt Tiller submitted resigna-

tion, effective January 16. 
ß Full-time Firefighter Corey Pope submitted resigna-

tion, effective January 24.  
ß Both Matt & Corey will remain on as part-time & pay

-per-call firefighters. 

Monthly Report Highlights 
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Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type DEC 2020 

  Burglary 0 3  

  Larceny 2 14  

  Vandalism 1 7  

  Assault 2 15  

  Fraud 1 64  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 1 22  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 1 6  

  Barking dog (warning) 0 8  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 1  

 Park violations (warning) 1 71  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 2  

 Right-of-way (warning) 17 141  

  Right-of-way (civil penalty) 1 12  

Police  Department  

* High number due to American Express fraud reports.  ** Reduced traffic enforcement due to Covid-19. 

Police Statistics 2020 

A review of Police Incident Statistics over the past years shows an 
increase in assaults from a total of 5 in 2013 to 15 in 2020, an 
increase of 200%.  Between 2010 and 2016, assaults averaged 
4.5 annually.  There were 19 reported in 2019 and 15 in 2020. 
 
ñWe are not breaking up brawls in the Food Lion parking lot,ò Chief 
Graham said when asked to comment.  ñThe majority of these calls 
to 911 are generally from younger families in the village due to 
domestic relations incidents,ò he said.  Responding officers make 
sure to hear both sides of the story and gather evidence.  The 
alleged perpetrators may be held overnight until they can be seen 
by a judicial official.  If the incident involves military personnel, 
WPPD officers are obligated to report the individual to their chain 
of command.  Reports are written and filed to ensure there is a 
record should there be future incidents.   
 
Chief Graham wasnôt able to discern a particular reason for the 
increase, other than to wonder if the fact we are all ñcooped up due 
to COVIDò might have any bearing on tempers being raw. 
 
Fireworks Illegal 
The holidays brought an increase in calls from residents 
concerning fireworks.  Chief Graham reminds us that anything that 
is shot up in the air is illegal per NC statute.  ñBasically, if they 
donôt leave the groundðlike sparklersðtheyôre OK,ò he said. 

Assaults Up 200% over 2013 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 21 12 16 2 70 74 86 123 435 1,080 

February 54* 2 6 4 50 54 55 73 261 1,026 

March** 12 2 3 6 19 19 24 27 252 1,080 

April** 13 2 2 1 51 52 7 9 243 809 

May** 19 7 11 2 30 33 21 29 270 894 

June** 22 4 4 1 57 59 35 47 322 804 

July 20 6 12 2 41 44 43 58 403 810 

August 11 3 3 2 55 62 34 49 327 828 

September 9 1 1 4 63 67 25 31 284 828 

October 37 6 8 6 64 67 19 25 339 884 

November 19 23 39 2 65 67 32 45 294 972 

December 20 9 14 3 64 80 25 42 302 1,044 

TOTALS 257 77 119 35 629 678 406 558 3,732 11,059 
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Some Village First Responders 

Opting Out of COVID Vaccine 
While some of the villageôs team of first responders have been 
grateful to get vaccinated against COVID-19, including the Chief of 
Police, numerous others have decided against getting the protec-
tive shot.  It would seem that in a community where so many of the 
residents are elderly and particularly susceptible to becoming ex-
tremely ill or dying due to the disease, the village first responders 
would be anxious to get this protectionðfor themselves and to help 
protect those vulnerable residents. 

In a statement to The New Pitch, Village Manager Rich Lambdin 
said, ñMany people are very leery of the potential short- and long-
term effects of a vaccine that was created in such a short-period of 
time.  There is no mandate or requirement that anyone receive the 
vaccination so right now itôs the individualôs choice. 

 ñAs far as resident exposure to first responders, our first respond-
ers wear a N95 mask & eye protection when encountering people 
and they maintain 6 feet of distance when possible.  When 6 feet of 
distance cannot be maintained, i.e. while providing patient care 
during a medical emergency, we limit the number of first respond-
ers engaging the patient and the amount of time each person is 
engaged as much as possible.  Those actions minimize resident 
and first responder exposure. 

 ñOur fire rescue personnel have responded to and encountered 
numerous confirmed COVID patients.  We have yet to have anyone 
subsequently test positive after a patient contact.  Hopefully that will 
continue.ò 

CERT is a training program that prepares you to help yourself, 
your family, and your neighbors in the event of a disaster.  During 
an incident, emergency service personnel may not be able to 
reach everyone right away. By getting trained in CERT, you will 
have the skills to help emergency responders save lives and pro-
tect property.  

CERT was established in October 2020. Brian Plummer is the 
CERT Program Director/Team Leader of the volunteer group for 
the village.  Presently, CERT has 25 on its rolls with 13 trained.  

The goal of CERT is to support Whispering Pines emergency 
services with CPR support. CPR training is through the American 
Heart Association. Volunteers aged 13 (with a parent also on the 
team) or older can join.  Whispering Pines has the only CERT in 
Moore County, which was set up during last yearôs Covid emer-
gency plans 

Brian, Joe Wincklhofer, and Cindy Graham (Village Finance Of-
ficer) are attending CERT training for four weeks on Tuesday eve-
nings in January. The Village Fire Chief, Rich Lambdin, has ar-
ranged for ñPit Stopò CPR training on Tuesday, February 9th at 
7:00 pm. Pit Stop empowers a team of emergency responders to 

work together to support SCA (Sudden Cardiac Arrest) victims. 
When an SCA victim is found, the responders immediately begin 
chest compressions. With a Pit Crew (rather than a single person) 
effort, responders wonôt get too tired as they perform compression 
on an SCA Victim. Firefighters and EMTs will be there to enact 
CPR simulation for the CERT.  

Members have upcoming classes planned to meet CERT require-
ments. They are also looking for a village volunteer with HAM 
radio operator experience.  This CERT Communications Leader 
would focus on equipment being deployable with completed 
maintenance as required. Moreover, WP CERT operational com-
munication standards will also be developed. Chief Lambdin plans 
to add a 7th chapter to the Fire Department Policy Book on CERT 
guidance.  

If interested in volunteering, email:  
brianplummer2016@gmail.com . 

Community Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) Looking for Volunteers 

mailto:brianplummer2016@gmail.com
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The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whis-

pering Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Region-

al Association of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  

It does not include homes for sale by owner. Information 

provided by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale   9 January 1, 2021 

    Homes Pending 19 January 1, 2021 

    Homes sold   20 December 1-31, 2020  

 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2020:   197 

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2019:   200 

 

 

2020 Census and Voting Data  

WP POPULATION UP 2.6% SINCE 2018 

The 2020 US Census Bureau figures have not been released.  However 
another organization, The World Population Review, has released the 
following estimates for Whispering Pines: 

Sources: 

¶  US Census City/Town Population estimates  
¶ 2014-2018 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

(DP04 - Selected Housing Characteristics) 

Estimated Population   

2020 3,439 

2018 3,351 

                 Increase 
 

     88 
  2.6% 

Estimated Average Age   

2020 39 

2017 39.7 

    

Per cent of homes owned 85.3% 

Per cent of homes rented 14.7% 

WP RESIDENTS VOTE! 

Total Registered Voters for  

Eureka-Whispering Pines Precinct 

4,293 
 

 Voters on Election Day                 690 
 Absentee Voters by Mail                 673 

 One Stop Voters  2,166 

 Total                3,529 
 

 Percentage                      82.2% 

Source:  Board of Elections. 

https://www.census.gov/data/datasets/2016/demo/popest/total-cities-and-towns.html
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=DP04&tid=ACSST5Y2018.DP04&g=1600000US3773140
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=DP04&tid=ACSST5Y2018.DP04&g=1600000US3773140
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Our History  

Letõs Recap 2020ñan Interesting Year 

January--- We started the year not knowing how to spell COVID 
(thankfully).  We were saddened to learn that Police Chief Camp-
bell had decided to retire, but happy that he had served the Village 
so well for 26 years.   An Open Space Utilization Committee was 
established to assist the Village in obtaining residentsô thoughts 

about how best 
to plan for the 
newly acquired 
20 acres near 
the Police Sta-
tion.  The ladies 
18-hole golf 
group, formerly 
known as the 
PINETTES, 
adopted a new 
name---The 

Womenôs Golf Association of CCWP.  Bob Tice noted that a G.I. 
series is a soldierôs ball game.   

 

February---Whispering Pines is officially 
recognized as a Tree City USA.  (Fitting 
because our name is trees).  The North 
Carolina Legislature realigns Congres-
sional Districts and Whispering Pines residents are assigned to 

two different districts (everyone still 
votes at the same place).  A lawsuit is 
filed against the Village concerning the 
legal ownership of Hummingbird Lane. 

 

March---COVID precautions take effect.  
Schools are closed.   The Shamrock ónô 

Roll Race is cancelled for the first time in 12 years.  The every 10 
years census begins.  Council reviews the status of the Village 
dams including proposed costs to repair.  Chief Campbellôs retire-
ment celebration is cancelled (COVID).  Folks appear in photos 
without masks.   

 

April---In accordance 
with NC State guidelines 
(COVID), a State of 
Emergency is declared 
by the Village.  Newly 
taken photos of folks 

show masks being worn.  An air-
plane made a crash landing on the 
Village open space near the Police 
Station.  No one was hurt.  Memorial 
Causeway was reopened with the 
spillway replacement project com-
pleted.  The Village Manager an-
nounced the appointment of our new Police Chief, Jason Graham.  
A severe storm damaged several houses in the Village.  Bob Tice 
noted that a ówillô is a dead giveaway. 

 

MayðThe Village Board of Adjustment was dissolved; having had 
no business for several years.  The duties of that Board, where 
required by law, were 
assigned to the Plan-
ning Board.  The last 
surviving member of 
the first Village Coun-
cil in 1969, Gaither 
Edwards, passes 
away.  A cell phone 
transmission tower 
that looks like a pine 
tree is completed on 
Tucker Road.  The Thrift Shop is closed for the month of May.  A 
public hearing by the Village Council on the subject of raising taxes 
results in an overwhelming óyesô.  

 

June---The Open Space Utilization 
Committee reported that 369 Village 
residents responded to the survey as 
to what amenities they would like to 
see on the Hardee Lane open space.  
The Village budget for 2020-2021was 
approved for $4,268,011.  The budget increased taxes from 37 
cents to 42 cents per hundred dollars of valuation.  Bob Tice had 
his patience testedðhe was negative.   

 

July---Council Members debate and discuss current contentious 
issues of Homestay Rentals and fence heights.  It is decided to 
obtain resident thoughts via a Public Hearing in August.  The Open 
Space Committee votes to send the top ten amenities to Council.  
For folks looking for their óforever homeô, an article on cemeteries in 
the Village outlines what is available.  The traditional Independence 
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By Bob Zschoche 

2020  

Day parade toured unplanned parts of the Village where several 
drivers became lost and established their own routes. 

 

August---The Public hearing on Homestay Rentals resulted in 
many comments both for and 
against, including a petition 
signed by more than 200 resi-
dents who opposed short term 
rentals and wanted more regula-
tions.  The Village received a 
finance reporting award for the 
annual CAFR, which is the Com-
prehensive Annual Financial Re-
port.  This is the 11th consecutive 
year the Village has received the 
award.   CCWP has a new Gen-

eral Manager, J.P Longueil.  It is noted there are 59 crape myrtles 
on the Spring Valley causeway.   

 

September---The Whispering Woods Golf Club, which had been in 
bankruptcy for some time, was purchased by Art Colasanti of 
Ocean Isle Beach.  He has committed to improving the course and 
has already ordered new carts.  
Important point: the Café stays.  
Council votes to keep the fence 
height limit at 4 feet.  Bob Tice 
thought that getting old would 
take longer. 

 

October---The Village response 
to COVID restrictions and a 
Halloween celebration resulted in the 
Public Works staff constructing a drive-
thru haunted scene.  Candy was dis-
tributed to children by masked Village staff.  The interior of the Fire 
Rescue Department is lighted in red in remembrance of fallen fire-
fighters.  Superior Court Judge Webb ruled that Hummingbird Lane 
is a public right of way. 

 

November---Village Council ap-
proved regulating Homestay rentals 
and an ordinance requiring registra-
tion of golf carts driven on Village 
streets.  Voters lined up in a socially 

distanced fashion to cast their ballots on Election Day.  The NC 
State Fire Marshall announced the results of recent inspection of 
the Whispering Pines Fire Rescue Department.  Our rating im-
proved from a 6 to a 3. (One being the best).  The New Pitch recog-
nizes Veterans Day by asking our resident veterans to identify 

themselves.  More than 120 veterans in the Village were highlighted 
in the November issue.   

 

December---Council members on the job for one year share their 
thoughts about getting to serve the Village.  The 
Village responds to Christmas COVID restrictions 
with a Christmas tree drive-thru.  Santa was still 
able to ride around the Village in his sleigh, just 
not talking to kids at the end of the ride.  Council 
considered comments about the open space plan 
options for Hardee Lane and resolved to go for-
ward with a single plan.  Bob Tice closed the year 
by asking if we can now use ó2020ô in profanity, as 
in ñthatôs a load of 2020ò.               

 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-
dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com or 
910-949-4250.  

A beautiful new tradition born of necessity. 

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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For the past 10 years, Barrett Walker has 
been introduced by others as ñThe Director 
of the Coalition,ò rather than her name.  But 
she understands.  The role has not just 
been her job; itôs been ñwho she 
is.ò  Whether in her office in Southern 
Pines or at the grocery store, people ap-
proach her with questions, issues, and 
even requests to take donations of food or 
clothing they have in their car.   

ñItôs a ñ24/7 kind of job,ò Barrett confid-
ed.  Deciding itôs time for a change, she is 
leaving that position in the next several 
weeks to pursue other opportunities.  We 
wanted to catch up with the Pine Crescent 
resident to learn more about the Coalition 
and what it means to her and the communi-
ty at large. 

The mission of the Sandhills/Moore County 
Coalition for Human Care is to ñalleviate 
hunger and financial strains of struggling 
households in Moore County.ò  Founded in 
1986 by eleven local church groups that 
saw a need to coordinate their support to 
those in the community seeking food, cloth-
ing, and other financial assistance, the 
Coalition is now one of the most recog-
nized and highly regarded charitable or-
ganizations in Moore County.  It is support-

ed by 64 area churches, the United Way 
of Moore County, individuals, business-
es, and civic groups throughout the com-
munity.  In past years, the Whispers 
womenôs group in Whispering Pines has 
donated significant amounts from their 
fundraising efforts to the Coalition. 

Surprisingly, the full-time staff includes 
Barrett and one other person. ñWe do 
everything from grant writing and fund-
raising to sweeping the porch and plung-
ing the toilet,ò she explained.  ñBut the 
Coalition as a whole boasts 300 volun-
teers.  These individuals might work sev-
eral times a week or only one day a 
month, but they work together to provide 
emergency services to struggling fami-
lies.ò Due to COVID, the offices currently 
are open to see clients Monday- 
Wednesday-Friday from 8:30 until 11 
am.  Volunteers are trained to become 
screeners, meeting with clients to ascer-
tain needs and referring them for assis-
tance.  That can come in the form of 
access to the food pantry, clothing, per-
sonal care and  household items, utility 
assistance (including internet), heating, 
security deposits/ and rent assistance.   

In addition to these benefits, Barrett was 
proud to say, ñWeôve adjusted our focus 
in recent years to help clients become 
more self-sufficient by providing job 
counseling, assistance with employment 
expenses, and transportation.ò 

Arriving in 1994 from Greenville, SC, 
Barrett had been in the hospitality field 
and took a position in sales at Pine Nee-
dles.  She and husband Chris Whalen, 
later moved to Whispering Pines in 
2007.  They now have four children and 
two grandchildren. 

In 2009, Barrett started at the Coalition 
as Director of Development, became 
Interim Director in 2010 and was made 
Director a year later.  ñPeople believe in 
our mission,ò she said. ñThe most re-
warding part of my job has been meeting 

and being with peopleðthe clients, the 
volunteers, and so many others in the 
Sandhills area.  

ñItôs difficult, however, to manage compet-
ing priorities ð serving clients, thanking 
donors, appreciating volunteers.ò  Because 
the organization runs lean, determining 
what takes precedence is a battle. 

COVID has reduced their available volun-
teers by 2/3.  Despite this, Barrett is proud 
theyôve been able to stay open and contin-
ue to fulfill the Coalitionôs mission, assisting 
between 15 and 20 clients per day. 

If youôre interested in becoming a volun-
teer, opportunities involve Client Services 
such as Greeter, Screener, Driver, and Job 
Counselor.  Other opportunities are availa-
ble for volunteers at the Resale Shops, 
including store clerk, sorters, stock clerks, 
and donation assistants.  Volunteers are 
able to pick their times via on-line schedul-
ing.  See more information 
at  www.sandhillscoalition.org. 

Barrett Walker (left) with Whispering 

Pines resident and Coalition Food 

Pantry volunteer, Nancy Kendrick. 

Barrett Walker: ñThe generosity of 

the Sandhills community continues 

to amaze me.ò  

Working to Help Others 

http://www.sandhillscoalition.org
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By Greta Nintzel 

This hiking adventure is the first in many weeks.  I sprained my an-
kle in early November.  Ouch.  If only I had a grand tale to pair with 
this injury ï sigh.  I was just inattentive and missed a few steps 
walking down the basement stairs.  Double ouch.   

 

Carverôs Creek State Park has two separate areas opened to the 
public.  You might have read about the Long Val-
ley Farm Access, which opened with much fan-
fare a few years back because it is prime Red-
Cockaded Woodpecker habitat.  This woodpeck-
er is endangered and is an iconic symbol for con-
servation of southeastern forests.  This part of 
Carverôs Creek includes the ñvacation home of 
the late James Stillman Rockefeller*, who be-
queathed the property for conservation.ò  You 
can find out more about it on the state park 
webpage: https://www.ncparks.gov/carvers-creek
-state-park/home.  

 

The Sandhills Access is 11 miles of multi-use 
trails through longleaf pine savanna.  It was a 
perfect winter day for us: 55 degrees and Carolina blue skies.  The 
Long Leaf Trail descends slightly into the forested area with many 
spurs and loops to explore.  There are a fair number of small brooks 
with rocky bottoms, which will cross your path now and then.  One 
larger stream may require you to use a narrow bridge for crossing, 
depending on the most recent precipitation levels.  We spun around 
9 miles or so of the available options on our hybrid bikes.  The trail 

is wide and super sandy.  If you 
intend to bike out here, I recom-
mend that you wait until the first 
sunny day after some significant 
rainfall, which will pack down the 
sand.  Also, late fall through win-
ter seem to me to be the best 
times to visit this park.  Horses, 
hikers, runners and mountain 
bikes are welcome ï that combi-
nation softens everything up.   
More activity and less rain means 
more disruption to the trails.  This 
will drag you to a halt, and youôll 

be walking your bike for most of the time without extra-wide sand 
specific tires.  If you are hiking, all loops are considered easy.  As 
usual, be courteous and give everyone + horses room as you 
pass. 

 

The comprehensive Looking for Longleaf: The Fall and Rise of an 
American Forest by Lawrence S. Early states, ñThe longleaf pine 
forests and savannas of the southeastern United States once com-
prised one of the most extensive woodland ecosystems in North 

America,ò covering over 90 million acres when the Spanish 
arrived in the 1500s.  This is not the most picturesque state 
park in a traditional sense.  It is the Sandhills and itôs rela-
tively flat.  Plus, itôs almost uniformly longleaf forest which 
can feel stark to some.  And this is what the entire area 
from southern Virginia down to northern Florida and over to 
southeastern Texas looked like before it was colonized.  
This type of forest has been reduced to a remaining 2.95 
million acres.  For me, the statuesque longleaf pines and 
the softness of waving winterized golden grasses provide 
complete serenity. 

 

Most of us are ready for 2020 to slip off into the past for 
one or many reasons.  And Iôve been fortunate enough 
to have had a number of grounding experiences this 
past year in our stunningly gorgeous state ï from sitting 

at the base of broad waterfalls in Dupont State Park to rescuing a 
little skate on an Emerald Isle beach after it got flipped over on its 
back.  It slapped its wings on the waves before heading out to 
deeper water.   

Cheers to the opportunity for more hiking adventures in 2021! 

 

Red-Cockaded Woodpecker  

*James Stillman Rockefeller captained the gold medal 

winning US rowing team in the 1924 Olympics.  A mem-

ber of the prominent Rockefeller family, he was a trustee 

of the American Museum of Natural History. 

Carverõs Creek State Park 
Parking: Sandhills Access 
995 McCloskey Road 
Fayetteville, NC 28311           GPS: 35.1700, -78.8943 
 

https://www.ncparks.gov/carvers-creek-state-park/home
https://www.ncparks.gov/carvers-creek-state-park/home
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The camellia is often called Queen of the winter 
flowers.  There are two main types, Camellia 
japonica and Camellia sasanqua.  For this article, 
I will concentrate on these two, the most popular 
ones we plant in our gardens.  Sasanquas bloom 
from mid-fall to early winter; japonicas bloom 
from mid-winter to spring.  Both do well in our 
area.  The genus camellia is large with approxi-
mately 200-300 species.  They are considered a 
Southern flower as they grow in zone 7-10,    
although recent advanced breeding has produced varieties which 
endure temperatures as low as -10 that can be successfully grown 
in zone 6.  The most famous Camellia member is sinensis, whose 
flowers may be insignificant, but the leaves are grown and harvest-
ed to make tea, one of the most popular drinks in the world. 

 

If you are looking to plant an evergreen, shiny-leaf flowering plant 
that needs little maintenance, then the camellia is for you.  It is 
ranked as one of the best flowering shrubs, with well-chosen varie-
ties that you could have bloom in your landscape from October 
through April.  Both types have been cultivated into many hundreds 
of varieties, offering a huge array of flower colors and growth hab-
its.  Japonica is the predominant species of the genus and has over 
30,000 cultivars alone.  There are choices to suit any garden.  All 
camellias need some protection from the hot afternoon sun and 
drying winter winds.  However, plants that receive no sun will strug-
gle to flower.  Morning sun and dappled afternoon shade are ideal. 

 

Camellias grow best in soils high in organic matter and pH range of 
5.5. to 6.5; high pH levels will cause stress and yellowing leaves.  If 
your soil is too alkaline, amend it regularly with an acidic fertilizer.  

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

by Dolores Muller 

Our Gardens 

Camellias 

Itôs also important to ensure that the area you 
choose is well-drained, because camellias hate 
wet feet.  They are long-living plants but are 
slow growing. 

 

There is a reason the camellia is called queen 
of the winter flowers.  Blooms of Camellia ja-

ponica come in many forms and colors ï single, semi-double , 
anemone form, rose form double, formal double and peony form 
(informal double).  The colors are too numerous to mention in this 
short article.  Sasanqua camellias bloom anytime from late sum-
mer through fall and into winter, depending on the selection.  The 
flowers are usually single or semi-double, not quite as large as 
japonica, ranging about 3-4 inches, and sometimes scented.  In 
the garden they exhibit a profusion of blooms with ruffled or fluted 
petals and usually exhibit bright yellow stamens.  Color range can 
be white, shell pink to rose and cherry red.  The flowers are not 
suited for cutting as they only last a couple days and the petals 
shatter. 

 

When to prune is based on what type of camellia you have.  
Sasanquas start to set buds the spring before.  Prune them imme-
diately after flowering ends in early winter.  Japonicas flower later 
and can also be pruned just after their bloom season ends. 

 

As sasanqua and japonica do not all flower at the same time, by 
careful selection you can fill your garden with continuous blooming 
camellias.  If you donôt have a camellia in your landscape, it may 
be time to reconsider. 

A japonica camellia, ñAutumn Moonò  

A sasanqua camellia, ñMoon Shadowò  
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in 

your wildlife observations 

and photographs.  She can 

be reached at (910) 585-

0574 or susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 

Bird 

Given the drop in winter temperatures, there are now plenty of birds 
around!  I am cleaning the bird bath as well as refilling feeders just 
about daily.  Until things really warm up at the end of March, it will 
be busy.  Natural food has been pretty much wiped out and, alt-
hough there are still insects to be found, they are nowhere as abun-
dant as they were a month or so ago. 

The descent of Pine Siskins, 
Purple Finches and Red-
breasted Nuthatches from up 
north has surely added more 
mayhem at feeding stations in 
the village.  Sunflower hearts 
are the prize for most of our 
feathered friends.  Suet (my 
homemade concoction) is the 
most popular among all of the 
birds that can reach it.  I tend to 
crumble some for those who 
are not expert clingers at this 
time of the year.  It gets scat-
tered in my platform feeder or 
on the railingðespecially when 
the weather is bad. 

Residents need to keep an eye 
out for some of the rarer birds 
of the boreal forest that are being 
found this far south this winter.  
Crossbills, both Red and White-
winged, may be spotted searching 
out cones high in pines, spruces or hemlocks that have been plant-
ed in the area.  Also Common Redpolls may be mixed in with Amer-
ican Goldfinches or some of those invading Pine Siskins.   Last, 
and definitely not least, Evening Grosbeak flocks, appearing a lot 
like Robins but noisier and with short tails, could not only appear at 
sunflower feeders but turn up perched together in tall hardwoods, 
singing their loud  songs or giving short, raspy calls that are sure to 
get your attention.  These chunky yellow and black birds with over-
sized pale bills used to be regular visitors in central North Carolina.  
Like so many boreal species, habitat loss has dramatically impact-
ed their populations.  Seeing them, and their other northern breth-
ren, has been nothing short of magical for me this season.  I have 
been lucky to be in the right place at the right timeðmore than 
once! 

Noticeable to many bird watchers, flocks of Robins and Cedar Wax-
wings are now stripping hollies of their remaining berries.  In doing 
so, they get quite thirsty so will take advantage of the water sources 
in the yard.  But flocks of dozens of individuals will drain the bird 
baths in no time.  Before much longer, we may be dealing with 
drunken birds, those that have eaten too many old and fermented 
berries and are running into windows.  They will recover if they do 

not hit too hard.  For some it will be fatal either due to impact or 
being grabbed by a predator afterward.  Again, to reduce the 
likelihood of window strikes, consider using a product like De-

Bird Deterrent. 

I was thrilled to hear from Michele Drummond recently who up-
dated me on the activities of her wintering Yellow-bellied Sap-

sucker.  These neat birds 
spend the colder months with 
us across the Sandhills.  They 
are handsome woodpeckers 
that have a unique feeding 
strategy.  They will create rows 
of holes that can become a 
patchwork of chipped away 
bark over many years of work.  
Micheleôs visitor has spent 
many seasons creating an ex-
tensive lattice on one of her 
trees.   Apparently the bird has 
continued to work on one of her 
American Hollies, creating open 
wounds in the living tissue, 
causing the sap to flow.  The 
sapsucker visits not only to 
drink the sap, but feed on any 
insects that get attracted to the 

sweet substance.  The tree will heal 
come spring as temperatures warm 
and the bird causing the ñdamageò will 

head back north for the breeding season. 

And last but not least, anyone who really enjoys keeping tabs on 
their feeder birds should consider participating in the 24th Annual 
Great Backyard Bird Count (Feb. 12-15).  You need not be an 
expert birder to count nor do you need to spend a lot of time 
counting.  Go to this link http://birds.audubon.org/great-backyard-
bird-count to learn more.  You can explore the international re-
sults in close to real time at the website.  North Carolina will 
surely be in the top ten states reporting once again.  You can feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions, too. 

Yellow-bellied Sap Sucker and remnants of its 
feeding strategy (right).  Pictures contributed by 

Michele Drummond. 

 

http://birds.audubon.org/great-backyard-bird-count
http://birds.audubon.org/great-backyard-bird-count
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There are several morning and night sky activities worthy of stand-
ing out in the cold for a few minutes in the next several weeks: 
 
§ January 20ðMoon, first quarter. 

§ January 20/21ðMars will have óperfectô visibility at 6:29 pm. 
Binoculars will help, but unless cloudy, one should be able to 
see it without aids.  Look to the north sky/slightly east. 

§ January 23ðMercury, 6pm, WSW sky. 

§ January 28ðFull ñWolfò moon, 5:38 pm, NE sky.  Named by 
the Algonquin tribes. 

§ February 11ðVenus and Jupiter conjunction, 6:38 am, SE 
horizon.  Telescope helpful, will appear as bright dots without 
aids. Venus is brighter, 73 million miles from Earth; Jupiter is 
558 million miles from Earth.  

Star Gazing 

Wolf MoonðJanuary 28 
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PAINTED PONIES ART WALK.  The Caro-
lina Horse Parkôs Painted Ponies Art Walk 
returns to Southern Pines. The fundraising 
event for the park, the Painted Ponies Art 
Walk has grown to feature 12 sculptures 
(10 ponies and 2 smaller foals) painted by 
local art-
ists. The 
sculptures 
will line 
Broad 
Street from 
January 27 
through 
March 30.  
 
KIDS AND TEENS: TAKE-AND-MAKE 
BAG  Wednesday, January 27, 2021 10:00 
am - 6:00 pm.   Kids grades K-5 are invited 
to pick up a Take-and-Make Bag featuring 
projects, experiments, and crafts. These 
bags will feature all the materials and in-
structions for activities based on science, 
technology, engineering, art, and math. 
New bags are available on Wednesdays on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Southern 
Pines Library, 170 W. Connecticut Ave., 
Southern Pines. For more info: 910-692-
8235.  
 
THE BRRR CREEK PLUNGE!!  Saturday, 
January 30, 2021  2:30pm-3:30pm  Dalton 
Creek Canoe Access, Hwy 705, Robbins.  
It's time once again for the most exciting 
event on Bear Creek...and the easiest...The 
Brrr Creek Plunge!!!  This year's theme is 
appropriately: "Your Favorite Masked Char-

acter."  There is plenty of 
room for social distancing 
for spectators and partici-
pants. Everyone can 
safely take the plunge in 
their "family group.ò  
Foothills Outdoors uses 

this event to collect food for the Robbins 
Area Food Bank, so bring canned food if 
possible.  
 
COSMIC BOWLING  Saturday, January 
30, 2021  6:00pm-10:00pm  Sandhills 
Bowling Center, 1680 NC Highway 5.  
Good news--Sandhills Bowling Center is 

BACK! Even better news--so is Cosmic 
Bowling!  $17.00 per person includes 2 
hours of bowling and free rental shoes.  
Enjoy a night of clean and safe family fun!  
 
SCC FREE CLASS: KEEPING REC-
ORDS: BOOKKEEPING BASICS - 
ONLINE WEBINAR Tuesday, February 
02, 2021 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.   Gain a 
working knowledge of how to properly 
record financial transactions for your 
small business. Discover the three most 
important financial reports and how to 
use them to make the best-informed busi-
ness decisions. Free.  To register:   
https://www.ncsbc.net/workshop.aspx?
ekey=460410003  For more info: 910-695
-3938 or reynoldst@sandhills.edu.  Visit 
the Sandhills Community College website 
for information on many more events. 
 
SECOND ANNUAL CUPID'S CRAWL  
Saturday, February 06, 2021 12:30 pm - 
4:30 pm.   Join the Southern Pines Down-
town Businesses in partnership with the 
Sunrise Theater's 
Marketplace, for a fun 
filled afternoon of 
shopping, adult bev-
erages, and special 
Valentine's Day 
perks. Stores will be open regular hours. 
Downtown Southern Pines.  
 
VIRTUAL CAREGIVER CONFERENCE: 
BEHAVIORS: AWARENESS, ATTI-
TUDE, AND ACTION  Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2021 11:00 am - 2:00 pm.  For 
many caregivers, the most stressful part 
of the dementia journey is managing be-
havioral changes. This two-day confer-
ence on February 10 & 11, 2021 on 
AWARENESS, ATTITUDE, and ACTION  
to increase behavioral understanding and 
your response. Looking at behaviors 
through a Lewy Body dementia lens, the 
online conference will help anyone who is 
experiencing behavioral challenges in 
dementia. To register go to:  https://
www.classy.org/event/dr-daniel-kaufer-
memorial-caregiver-conference-behaviors
-awareness-attitude-and-action/e317960 

DINNER AND LIVE THEATER: LOVE 
LETTERS  Friday, February 12, 13 and 14, 
2021.   2:00pm-4:00pm or 6:30pm-8:30pm 
Encore Center, 160 E New Hampshire Ave 
Southern Pines  Encore Center presents 
their first Dinner Theatre in partnership with 
Ashtenôs to create a memorable romantic 
Valentineôs Day.  Come follow the life-long 
story of a couple and their Love Letters 
while enjoying chef-prepared creations by 
Ashtenôs.  Night performances include a full 
dinner and wine. Matinee performance will 
include a charcuterie board and wine.  
Shows will be held at 160 E New Hamp-
shire Avenue in Downtown Southern Pines. 
In the interest of safety for both staff and 
audience and in accordance with local reg-
ulations, audience numbers are limited to 
25, and socially-distanced seating will be 
enforced.  Seating is assigned and limited 
and ticket sales will be closing February 
6th, so donôt delay in reserving your tickets.  
ww.encorecenter.net/   
 
MOORE COUNTY FARMERS MARKET 
Thursdays, 9:00am-1:00pm  604. W Mor-
ganton Rd, Southern Pines.  Enjoy fresh 
seasonal produce, meat and other local 
products year round at the lot beside the 
Armory. They will have items in packages 
for your convenience in shopping. They are 
using recommended safety guidelines from 
CDC and hope that how they handle your 
purchases will lessen any chance in 
spreading the infection. Vendors will be 
wearing gloves, using hand sanitizers, and 
wiping down surfaces with a Clorox solu-
tion recommended to them.  
 
SUNRISE THEATER  Reserve the entire 
Sunrise Theater for a private screening of 
NEWS OF THE WORLD. start at $240 for 
up to 20 guests. Additional guests may be 
added at $12 each for up to 50 people. 
Mask policies and social distancing guide-
lines will be followed at all times.  Visit their 
website for available times and other 
events.  http://www.sunrisetheater.com/   

 \BB? 
Contributed by Estelle Makie 

https://www.ncsbc.net/workshop.aspx?ekey=460410003
https://www.ncsbc.net/workshop.aspx?ekey=460410003
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The Thrift Shop will be closed for the month of 
January.  Notice of reopening will be announced. 

 
 Thank you for supporting and shopping at your 

           Whispering Pines Thrift Shop! 
 

 

Where in the World 

is The New Pitch?  

The New Pitch  

is seen far and wide! 

Can you identify where in the world these 
pictures were taken? 

ANSWER on page 21 

3199 Vass-Carthage Rd 

949-2800 Attention New Residents! 

A free welcome packet is available at the Village 

Hall for all new residents of Whispering Pines 

neighborhoods (Arrowstone, Foxcroft, Herons 

Brook, Newbury Ridge, Princess Gate, Royal 

Woods, Summerfield, Whisper Grove, Whispering 

Winds, and Whispering Woods).   

Village Hall hours are 8:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m.   

Mask is required.  


