
  

Here is the second in our series: Your 
Questions Answered. 
 
According to the Moore County Partners in 
Progress web site ñSewer services are 
available in all municipalities except 
Cameron, Foxfire Village and Whispering 
Pines.ò Add to that Seven Lakes. So why 
doesnôt Whispering Pines have sewers?   
 
Bob Zschoche, our resident historian, 
reminds us how we got started.  AB 
Hardeeôs first purchase here was 500 acres 
around Thagard Lake in 1959. His plan was 
to develop cabins on the north side of the 
lake for those who wanted to come fishing 
and boating. These were not permanent 
residences and had out houses.  By the 
early 60ôs, Hardeeôs vision had grown to 
include golf courses with hopes to attract the 
overflow from the booming golf business in 
Moore County. According to Hugh Jordanôs 
book, ñOut of the RoughéInto the Fairway,ò 
the 1963 Whispering Pines phone directory 
listed 68 families, and only 37 had phone 
numbers. Our roots are not as a residential 
community but as a recreational develop-
ment. 
 
Mr. Zschoche said one of the first 
ordinances passed by the Village when it 

was formed in 1969 was to outlaw 
outhouses. It appears that no one was 
thinking sewers as Whispering Pines 
grew, and as Linda Christopher, 
Whispering Pines Village Clerk/Zoning 
Administrator, says, ñOur soil is perfect for 
septic.ò  
 
Also on the positive side, Whispering 
Pines zoning requires larger lots to 
accommodate septic; those larger lots 
have provided the openness of the Village.  
 
Has Whispering Pines ever considered 
sewers?  Yes.  The Village formed a 
Wastewater Management Board around 
2000 that investigated the feasibility of a 
centralized sewer system for the Village.  
In October 2004, the Wastewater 
Committee submitted its report to the 
Village.  The report could be summarized 
as follows: 
 
1.  Gain Approvals 
The County would have to agree to allow 
Whispering Pines to add waste to its plant 
in Addor.  Moreover, Southern Pines (the 
closest connector to Whispering Pines) 
would have to agree that we could 
connect.   
 
2.  Develop Plans 
Sewer systems can work with gravity, but 
if the topography requires moving the 
sewage uphill, then pumps and lift stations 
would be needed.  The Village would have 

Village Council  ....................................   5 

Police Statistics ...................................   7 

Artist Around the Corner .................... 12 

Our History ........................................... 13 

Bird Chirpings ...................................... 14 

Our Gardens ......................................... 15 

Take a Hike ........................................... 17 

Dining Out ............................................ 19 

Pet Profiles ........................................... 20 

Out & About .......................................... 21 

Clubs & Organizations ........................ 22 

Ann Robson ......................................... 24 

Things & Times .................................... 25 

Classifieds ............................................ 26 

Young Entrepreneurs .......................... 26 

Thoughts from our Readers ............... 28 

Inside this Issue 

NEW 

February 2021 

How Come... 
WP Has No Sewer System? 

A WISH and a PRAYER ? 

Story, page 6 

(Continued on page 8) 



2 

Editor-in-Chiefé...Carol Ann Rossi 

Managing Editor...Kathleen Boyle 

   Editorial staff: 

    Staff Writer.......Sue Leary  

    Copy Editors....Joan Bruno, Mary  

      Lee, Dos Nintzel 

Circulationé...Sue Brammer 

   Circulation staff: 

Kathy Christensen, Judy Loughlin, 

Sue McBride, Sharen Melton, 

Sally  Nealon, Eileen Pugh, Janet 

Schultz, Barb Tompkins 

 

Advertisingé.. Peg Carfi, 

       Diana Williamson 

Financeééé Mo Windmeyer 

ClassifiedsééDawn Heddings 

Photographyé Frances Kruitbosch 

The New Pitch   
 #620, Volume III, Issue 2 

    February 2021 

    Published monthly 

 
wpnewpitch@gmail.com 
www.thenewpitch.com 
Facebook: wpnewpitch 

23 Hardee Lane 

Whispering Pines, NC  28327 
Printed by Jellison Press 

To subscribe, contact Sue Brammer  949-2250, 32D Martin Drive or 

go to www.thenewpitch.com/subscribe 

The regular meeting of the Planning & Zoning Board was called 
to order at 4:30 pm on January 27, 2021, by Chairman Shane 
Stauffer.  Members included Chris Bishop, Mike Boyle, Deborah 
Castle, and Dean Kalles.  Linda Christopher, Zoning Administra-
tor, was also in attendance. 
 
New Business 
The main focus of the meeting was to review and recommend 
proposed chapter-wide amendments (minorðmainly to bring into 
compliance with County/State Section 160a) to the LDO (Land 
Development Ordinance); chapters 6, (Special Requirements), 7 
(Portable storage containers) and 14 (Wireless communication 
facilities).  With some discussion on special use permits, ETJ 
jurisdiction, architectural standards and a few others, each chap-
ter amendment was approved and will be sent to Village Council 
for review. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:06 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 24 at 
4:30 pm.   

Planning & Zoning 

Meeting Highlights 

 

Arbor Day is March 19 

Mayor Alexa Roberts has proclaimed that Whispering Pines will 

celebrate Arbor Day on Friday, March 19.  An annual celebration of 

Arbor Day is required for the Village to maintain its Tree City USA 

designation. 

The actual tree planting ceremony will be restricted to a small num-

ber of Village officials who will practice social distancing because of 

the pandemic. Although the general public will not be able to attend 

this event, the ceremony will be recorded and a video will be placed 

on the Tree Boardôs Facebook page ( https://www.facebook.com/

WP-Tree-Board-103550191739182 ). If possible, a more public 

ceremony and Arbor Day Celebration will take place later this 

spring or summer as the Arbor Day Foundation has encouraged 

Tree City USA communities to hold alternative Arbor Day Celebra-

tions. 

The Village has purchased native Longleaf Pine and Eastern Red-

bud trees that will be distributed free to village residents.  An an-

nouncement will be forthcoming as to how villagers will be able to 

collect their tree. 

https://www.facebook.com/WP-Tree-Board-103550191739182/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWk9NxQ4GW6GSOXpk6RFc2NXrliw4L8GJDz2CkGSKtmza60unjTwQCyBX-0Vxhnpgd3WZGQaS_XLx-aSGMmCk64T6J6YTDYYHoADsAufTrdTsvj4I2F-EjtThQwLoM79DebdE2mn2jqQRZQQd5nPjWC&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/WP-Tree-Board-103550191739182/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWk9NxQ4GW6GSOXpk6RFc2NXrliw4L8GJDz2CkGSKtmza60unjTwQCyBX-0Vxhnpgd3WZGQaS_XLx-aSGMmCk64T6J6YTDYYHoADsAufTrdTsvj4I2F-EjtThQwLoM79DebdE2mn2jqQRZQQd5nPjWC&__tn__=kK-R
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Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

David C Cherry (70), passed away on January 18. 

Leonard T Mills (78), passed away on February 1. 

Donald D Crimmins (71), passed away on February 3. 

All Council members were present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, Bob 
Zschoche.  Staff members present: Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, Cin-
dy Graham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Direc-
tor. 

Village Manager Agenda Items 
§ Mr. Lambdin explained a proposed fund transfer of $3334 to 

cover the costs of the AV installation at Village Hall and the 
printing of the golf cart stickers.  

§ Anderson Smith & Wike is a prospective new auditor for the 
village; no objections from Council.  

§ The Lakeview Bridge timeline was discussed.  The bidding 
climate might be better right now versus last year having 
more competition, with possible pricing  in the villageôs favor.   
The project will go out for bid on March 23 (Note: This was 

updated. See Council Minutes, page 5).  Project should 
begin in May. 

§ Cardinal Dam repairs are complete; Ms. Graham is calculat-
ing the final costs. 

Village Council Work Session Highlights 

January 28, 2021 

§ Thagard Damôs work might not be as high as $50k (budgeted).  
If so, this will help offset the Lakeview Bridge costs. 

§ Review of the First Families Coronavirus Response Act 
(FFCRA), extension of benefits until June 30 (already in the 
budget).   

§ Merit pay will be reinstated by $10k in the budget (which was 
decreased in current fiscal with a conservative budget).  Coun-
cil in favor of recommendation by Mr. Lambdin. 

§ Property at 160 Tucker Road with the well on the village prop-
erty line has also had a septic failure.  Owners have applied 
for a new permit for both situations. 

Council Items 
There were several items discussed regarding amendments to 
specific chapters of the Land Development Ordinance (LDO).  Of 
note: 
§ The ETJ must comply with zoning regulations of the village 

even if they donôt pay taxes. 
§ Looking to the future of Whispering Pines, ETJ farmland was 

briefly discussed for potential retirement housing.  Mr. Bern-
hard added that there could be voluntary annexation or the 
expansion of the ETJ. 

§ Code Enforcement Officer has given warnings to homeowners 
not in compliance with mailbox number regulations: must be 3ò 
tall on both sides of the mailbox 

§ Recreational equipment (including tire swings) must be in the 
rear yard. 

§ The village follows the rules of Moore County regarding the 
humane treatment of pets (outside/inside) including providing 
fresh water, food, observing weather conditions, restraints, etc.  
See https://moorecountrync.gov  code of ordinances, scroll to 
page 70.  There was a question of whether a pet could be 
chained in a yard.  The approved tether (no choke chain or 
pinch collar) is noted. 

 
Meeting ended 3:38; the Council went in to closed session regard-
ing pending litigation. 
 
Next Work Session:  February 25, 2pm. 

 

https://moorecountrync.gov
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Fire Rescue Department  

Response Times to Emergency Incidents - 2021 

Type of Call 
2020 Jan 2021 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 47 77 47 77 

Building Fire 102 15 5 8 5 8 

Outside Fire 21 3 4 7 4 7 

Vehicle Accident 40 6 3 5 3 5 

Fire Alarm 57 8 2 3 2 3 

Storm Damage 42 6 0 0 0 0 

Service Call 26 4 0 0 0 0 

Hazardous Condition 12 2 0 0 0 0 

Investigation 6 1 0 0 0 0 

Aircraft Emergency 3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Fire 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Rescue 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   61   61   

Demand for Service by Call Type 
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Village Council Highlights 

February 10, 2021 

The meeting was called to order with all council members present 
(Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy 
Conway, Pam Harris and Bob Zschoche).  Village personnel pre-
sent included Rich Lambdin-Village Manager, Linda Christopher-
Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, Cindy Graham-Finance Of-
ficer, Police Chief Jason Graham, and Bob Kissinger-Public 
Works Director. 
 
Public Hearings 
No one spoke at the three Public Hearings all of which had to do 
with amendments to the Land Development Ordinance (LDO). 
  
Village Manager Report 
§ March 19th is designated Arbor Day in Whispering Pines. 
§ Ms. Graham has determined that the Cardinal Dam repairs 

came in under budget. Unspent funds will be returned to the 
Capital Reserve Major Repair Fund (CRMRF). 

§ The Thagard Lake Dam Repairs are anticipated to begin mid 
to late summer of 2021. 

§ Lakeview Bridge timeline: February 7th newspaper ad. March 
2nd Pre-bid meeting. March 23 bids opened. 

§ Conceptual Master Plan for 10 Hardee Lane: Final plan re-
view will be February 25th at the Council work session with 
the goal of adoption at the March 10 Council meeting. Cost 
estimates will be presented at the March work session. Linda 
Christopher received only two public comments with regard 
to the final plan. (See more info and the design concept 
plan beginning on page 9). 

§ Public Works is increasing the number of parking spaces at 
68 Pine Ridge Drive. 

§ 211 Boat permits have been issued to date. 
§ 103 Golf permits have been issued to date. 
§ Vacant positions: 1 Public Works Specialist; 1 Public Works 

Crew Leader; 2 Firefighters. 
  
New Business 
§ Anderson Smith & Wike PLLC chosen to be the Village Audi-

tors. 
§ Merit pay $10K reinstated making the total merit pay $40K 

spread over all Village personnel.  The $40K amount was 
typical of the last budgets. 

  
A special recognition to Lisa Weaver for 15 years of service to the 
Village at the Police Department and to Daniel Tucker for 5 years 
with the Public Works Department. 

There was a brief discussion regarding the annual contract be-
tween Carolina Water and the Village of Whispering Pines. The 
Village rents the Old Rescue Squad building to Carolina Water but 
the building is in need of some ñface lifting.ò The rent covers ex-
penses but does not cover ñupgradingò the building. There is a 
scheduled meeting with Carolina Water for February 24th to see 
what is on their mind. A report will be offered at the work session 
on February 25th. 
  
Meeting adjourned at 6:35 pm. 
 
Next Council Meeting March 10th @ 6pm. 
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Doggie Doo-Dooñ 

Itõs a Mess Out There 

From the numerous complaints being heard around the village, 

there seems to be a growing number of dog owners 

who are not cleaning up after their pet.  The comment 

posted (right) on the ñWhispering Pines Lifeò Face-

book page recently inspired 31 comments, such as: 

§ ñItôs never been this badò 

§ ñItôs totally out of controlò 

§ ñReflects a lack of respect for othersò 

 

Back in November 2019, The New Pitch received a 
letter from resident Curtis Richie about this problem.  
In a follow-up with him this week, Mr Richie said, ñItôs 
as bad as it has ever been, unfortunately.  There are so many 
piles at the corner of Birdie and Bogie in the vacant lot that we 
purposely avoid it for fear of carrying something in to the house on 
our shoes.  

ñOftentimes the poop is in the street,ò he continued.  ñI mean, 
c'mon! Who doesn't know when their dog has stopped and 
pooped in the street?ò 

Residents should be aware that there is a village ordinance that 

requires cleaning up after your pet.  Offenders are subject to a 

warning, then fines from $50 up to $100. 

As stated by Curtis Richie, ñResponsible dog ownership means 
picking up after your dogs...I wish we could convey that message 
to everyone in the village.ò 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/402424313188058/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW7yHeckWumeVPGBKp_c0ayTTmItHsOT14fYH5oW5FzlO9uuG695DgwTYdq8sQZzzBdQDKzyLfGXwRlktCyNaBTT14sk1EqZh3ySy_mZM39hdFbOlokFjYATuP5gQe06OMvC_R45tKNaI3l9Dnxv_R6Wm6o_4kaDJs0CONHDVkE0ajXb9dVvrYb5aeM4_6k0mQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/402424313188058/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW7yHeckWumeVPGBKp_c0ayTTmItHsOT14fYH5oW5FzlO9uuG695DgwTYdq8sQZzzBdQDKzyLfGXwRlktCyNaBTT14sk1EqZh3ySy_mZM39hdFbOlokFjYATuP5gQe06OMvC_R45tKNaI3l9Dnxv_R6Wm6o_4kaDJs0CONHDVkE0ajXb9dVvrYb5aeM4_6k0mQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/402424313188058/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW7yHeckWumeVPGBKp_c0ayTTmItHsOT14fYH5oW5FzlO9uuG695DgwTYdq8sQZzzBdQDKzyLfGXwRlktCyNaBTT14sk1EqZh3ySy_mZM39hdFbOlokFjYATuP5gQe06OMvC_R45tKNaI3l9Dnxv_R6Wm6o_4kaDJs0CONHDVkE0ajXb9dVvrYb5aeM4_6k0mQ
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Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type JAN 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 0  

  Larceny 1 1  

  Vandalism 1 1  

  Assault 1 1  

  Fraud 2 2  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 5 5  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 0 0  

  Barking dog (warning) 0 0  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 0 0  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 21 21  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 1 1  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 5 5  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

Golf Cart Ordinance.  The Whispering Pines Police Department 

has begun active enforcement of the new ordinance relative to golf 

carts.  Residents are reminded that all carts must have liability 

insurance and register with the village to obtain a sticker (cost 

$15).   

ñWe are pleased with how this has been going so far,ò Chief Jason 

Graham said recently.  ñThe ordinance was put in place to protect 

residents from the potential of costly claims due to accidents 

involving their carts.  The stickers also give us the advantage of 

identifying carts being driven illegally, most notably by those who 

are underage and donôt possess driverôs licenses.  Weôve already 

given out several warnings in that regard,ò the Chief continued. 

 
RV Permits for overnight parking will no longer be handled by the 
Police Department.  Residents seeking a permit should go directly 

to Village Hall and speak with the 
Code Enforcement Officer. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

TOTALS 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

Facebook Page.  The Whispering Pines Police Department has 

initiated its own dedicated Facebook page.  Heretofore, information 

from the Police Department was placed on the village Facebook 

page.  Now, by ñfollowingò the new WPPD page, residents will get 

more immediate access to emergency issues, road closures, and 

other important information relative to the safety of our community.   
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to determine the number of pump stations and lift stations it would 
take. 
 
3.  Run Lines  
Separate sewer lines would have to be run throughout the Village.  
Those lines could run in the Village right-of-way, but because of the 
size of a sewer line and our narrow right-of-ways, the lines might 
need to be on the other side of the street from current utility lines.  
This would require digging along all streets, under streets and 
driveways.  Remember when Carolina Water installed new water 
pipe along Pine Ridge in 2019? 

 
Cost Estimates 
And then thereôs the cost.  These estimates are from the 
Committeeôs 2004 report. 
 

 
 
Other Considerations 
These costs donôt address the political will and resident buy-in that 
would be required. Whispering Pines currently doesnôt own or 
manage any of its utilities.  A sewer system requires bills to be sent 
and collected.  It requires maintenance. Would Whispering Pines 
Village Council be willing to develop the processes necessary for 
the Village to operate a sewer system? If not, would another entity 
be willing to do the job? Another thought beyond cost is that having 
sewers could open the Village to more dense development.  Do we 
want that? 

A survey of Village residents was conducted as part of the 
committeeôs work.  At the time of the survey, most homes had one 
or two occupants and many residents were retired. The survey 
posed this statement, ñA sewage system should be considered.ò 
The responses: 

 53%     agreed 
 32%     opposed 
   7%     donôt know 
   8%     depends 

 
Itôs been suggested that 70-100% of residents should want sewers 
before making the investment.   
 
Cost to Homeowners 
On top of the cost to install the system would be additional costs to 
all homeowners. Each would need to pay several thousand dollars 
to have a line installed to run from the house to the street.  A pump 
may be required as well if the lot is below street level. Additionally, 
the estimated monthly cost to homeowners for the loan principal, 
interest, system maintenance and county fees would be $145.55 
based on 1100 houses in the Village at that time.  This estimate 
was 18 years ago. At that time the Village Council agreed with the 
subcommittee recommendation that ña sewer system was not 
needed in the Village.ò 
 
So where does that leave the Village? A theoretical option for the 
Village is for a neighborhood to pursue sewer installation on its 
own.  It would take a strong neighborhood association and resident 
buy-in for it to happen, but itôs possible, according to Randy Gould 
in Moore County Public Works division. He doesnôt know of a 
neighborhood thatôs done it. Southern Pines sewer lines run 
through part of Blue Farm and serve Food Lion so they are 
somewhat close. The neighborhood would have to have the will to 
obtain all the approvals, meet all legal requirements, develop the 
plans, and pay the cost. It is possible, though maybe not probable.  
 
Is Septic Still Our Future? 
Will septic systems continue to support the Village in the future?  
More to come on that subject  in the March issue of The New Pitch. 
 

26 miles of pipe $              3,949,440  

Connectors, road repairs, manholes, 
pump stations,  site  acquisitions, pave-
ment restoration 

                 
9,483,800  

Engineering plans, permits, financing 
costs, and  connection cost   

               
10,905,810  

Estimated total costs  $            24,339,050  

How Come... WP Has No Sewer System? 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Sewer  

System More Dense 

Development? 
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Community Park Conceptual Design Under Review 

As outlined on the village Facebook page, the revised conceptual 
plan for the large parcel open space located at 10 Hardee Lane 
(aka Bibey Land) has been received. The plan was on display in 
the Council chambers on Monday, January 11th from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Comment cards were provided. 

 

The Village Council held a public comment period regarding the 
conceptual plan, during the regular Council meeting on Wednes-
day, January 13th.  Public comments received by the deadline 
were shared during the comment period at the meeting. Comments 
received after the 4:00 p.m. deadline and any comment cards re-
ceived were shared with the Village Council at their January 28th 
Work Session. 

Shown on the following pages, the design includes ball fields, bas-
ketball and tennis/pickleball courts, and walking trails.  A space for 
residents to have a small garden plot is also provided, along with an 
open pavilion, picnic area, restrooms and a community building.  

  

When asked about the space design, Police Chief Jason Graham 
commented, ñIôm excited about the plan.  It offers diverse areas 
where residents, and especially children and teenagers, can walk 
and play safely.  I can imagine residents gathering for picnics, mov-
ie nights, yoga classes ð the possibilities are endless.ò 

 

Residents are reminded that the proposed improvements shown on 
the conceptual plan will be a multi-phased, multi-year project. 

 

(See plan, pages 10-11.) 
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     When Sandy Stratil was a little girl, she     
     ranked the four main colors:  Red was   
  The Best; yellow was #2, blue was #3 and 
green was #4.  She thought everyone did 
that. In grade school, she developed a 
penchant for drawing horses, finally getting 
into shades of browns and other hues in 
the Crayola crayon set, red-violet then be-
coming her favorite. 
 
Sandy grew up near Covington, KY, was 
raised by her parents Raymond and Effie 
Mardis, and had two sisters. Art classes in 
school were her favorite, but she went to 
Morehead State University in northern Ken-
tucky and majored in English (she took art 
classes, too) to teach ñas the safe thing, 
since having a career in art is hard,ò she 
remarked.  She taught high school for nine 
years in Ohio and Kentucky, got married to 
Mike (who has a PhD in Psychology), and 
had their son, Kevin.  The family moved to 
Lumberton, NC in 1985 and she and Mike 
taught at UNC-Pembroke.   
 
Her paintingsðwatercolors at firstðstarted 
to bloom in 1989 when she went to the 
Springmaid Beach watermedia workshop in 
Myrtle Beach.  She participated every year 
until 2015, commenting, ñThis was an im-
mersive experienceélike Heaven on Earth 
for artists.  

ñLater, the Master Class (at Springmaid) 
with renowned artists/teachers Carrie 
Burns Brown, Alex Powers and Kathe-
rine Chang Liu, were the most instru-
mental in moving me along.ò Carrie 
Brown heightened her watercolor tech-
nique.  Her studies with Powers, who 
died in 2019, mainly focused on people, 
using black and white and then colors.  
Chang Liu, who Sandy calls ñthe Art 
Whisperer,ò propelled her into abstract 
and mixed media, when she studied with 
her in California in 2016. 
 
Creating a series of artworks with a 
theme is an important part of Sandyôs 
portfolio.  ñFamily Mattersò (collage, 
mixed media, photo transfers) is one of 
her series, which can be seen on 
Sandyôs Facebook pageðSandy Stratil 
Artðalong with many of her other paint-
ings.  You can also see her work (alcohol 
ink paintings for fun) at ñOne of a Kindò 
gallery in Pinehurst, and several pieces 
at the Appalachian Physical Therapy 
clinic in the Olmsted Village plaza 
(around the corner from Mariaôs Mexican 
Restaurant).  She also just finished a 
showing at the Campbell House. 

ñStorm Surgeò (left) is an acrylic painting currently on display at Appalachian 

Physical Therapy in Pinehurst, as is ñJourney: Quaking Aspensò (right). 

Sandy Stratil in her home art studio. 

Sandyõs òOn a Rolló 

 
While 2020 has been hard on so many, 
Sandy pronounced it her most successful 
year.  Sheôs entered numerous shows and 
received a signature membership in the 
International Society of Experimental Art-
ists (ISEA).  Moreover, she is accepting 
commission work. 
 
ñI want to continue in the same line this 
year.  Iôm on a roll!ò  Looking out the win-
dows of her home studio (built in 2003) 
onto Whisper Lake, you can see why sheôs 
enjoying her time.  
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Our History  

Primary Keepers of Village Appearance 
When the Village was incorporated in 1969, one of the first func-
tions established was that of a Maintenance Department.  Initially 
the Village did not own any buildings or properties, but it did have 
responsibility for the roads and the storm water ditches along the 
roads.  The developer of the Village, Whispering Pines, Inc., re-
tained ownership of all lakes, dams, and parcels of open space 
throughout the Village. 
 
While the Village did not own any property at the outset, it now 
owns 101 separate parcels, acquired over the years by donation 
and acquisition.  Some parcels are small and do not require any 
maintenance, while others, such as the lakes and dams, require 
significant maintenance.   
 
The Maintenance Department was initially assisted by the Country 
Club of Whispering Pines in the storage and maintenance of Vil-
lage equipment (the Club maintenance yard is behind Village Hall).  
As the Village grew and more equipment was acquired, a separate 
storage shed was constructed behind Village Hall in 1984 and the 
name was changed to the Public Works Department to reflect the 
increased scope of responsibility.      
 

Assistance of Village Volunteers 

Prior to the establishment of the Public Works Department, volun-
teer residents performed much of the work necessary to keep the 
Village looking great and many volunteers continue to do so today.  
For example, Garden Club members maintain 24 parks throughout 
the Village, with Public Works assisting them as needed for some 
of the óheavy liftingô tasks of park maintenance.  Public Works also 
assists the volunteer crew of the Village Muckraker as they work to 
keep our lakes clean and free of debris.          

By the mid 2000ôs, it was clear the original storage shed was not 
adequate.  One bay had been converted to an office/break room 
and during heavy rains, water flowed across the floor.  In 2009, a 
new Public Works building was constructed near the Police Station 
and the old structure was demolished in 2013.  The concrete floor 
pads remain and can be seen at the west end of the Council park-
ing lot.   
 
In addition to the ónormalô tasks, the Village Public Works Depart-
ment goes above and beyond in its support of the Village.  The 
annual Christmas celebrations plus the Halloween observances are 
enhanced by the efforts of Public Works with decorations on the 
Village Green.  The semi-annual bulk item pickup helps to keep the 
Village neat and clean. 

By Bob Zschoche 

Safety First:  Public Works Department staff 

recently replaced numerous guard stakes along 

Memorial Causeway. 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

Public Works staff expands parking area at the Pine Ridge Beach to accommodate length of SUVs. 


