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townhouse styles of housing.  (This ex-
cludes HOA communities.) 
 

Future Impact 
 
What this means is that if your home has 
a vacant buildable lot next door, the future 
structure could be a multi-family dwelling. 
 
The bill is sponsored by Representatives 
Richardson, Brody, Moffitt and Hallð1 
Democrat and 3 Republicans.  The State 
Senate version is sponsored by Senators 
Fitch, Newton and Edwards (1 Democrat, 
2 Republicans).  None of the legislators 
are from Moore County. 

Anthony Berke, owner of the Whispering 
Woods Café, confirmed that he is leaving 
our community after 15 years.  ñWe will 
certainly miss this area,ò he said.   

Berke will be operating a new establish-
ment, taking a footing in the former ñNinaôsò 
restaurant at Olmsted Plaza (Pinehurst) 
which closed in 2018.  ñI couldnôt pass up 
the opportunity to move into Ninaôs loca-
tion.ò   

Itôs a bigger dining room, to be sure.  But 
Berke also owns three other óeateriesô in 
the same strip:  Thai Fusion Cuisine, 
Southern Angel Donut Co., and Scrollicious 
Ice Cream.  

The café will be closing in late April.        

Art Colasanti, owner of Whispering Woods 
Golf Club, has plans to resume food ser-
vice beginning on May 1.  ñWe will be 
offering breakfast and lunch for our play-
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Lake Residents Note: 

Lake spraying begins May 17.   

More information, page 2. 

ers,ò he affirmed.  There are no plans for 
evening dining. 

The Club itself is moving along close to 
what he originally planned when contacted 
in August.  (See ñThe New Pitch,ò Sep-

tember 2020.)  He has purchased addi-
tional golf course equipment to keep up with 
the maintenance of the club.  The volume of 
rain that came in February slowed a few 
things down, but he is optimistic, hoping to 
encourage new membership in mid-April. 

Anthony Berkeôs new Pinehurst res-
taurant will be called Le Pomme. 

(Continued on page 4) 

There are two bills in early stages in the 
State Legislature that would impact the local 
zoning efforts for land use.  The first is HB 
401 (and Senate bill 349).  They are seeking 
to eliminate the Villageôs (and all municipali-
ties throughout the state) control on single 
family residential zoning and are framed as 
ñIncreasing housing opportunities.ò 
 
Currently, the Whispering Pines Land De-
velopment Ordinance (LDO) Chapter 5 Zon-
ing Districts explains single family dwelling 
(RS) and multi-family dwelling (RM).  Most 
of the lots in the village are zoned single 
family on a one-half acre. 
 
This new legislation presents future building 
to include:  Duplex, triplex, quadplex and 
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At the March Village Council meeting, Bob Kissinger, Public 
Works Director, reported that water quality testing and other perti-
nent tests will be conducted from now on by a single vendor from 
year to year.  
 
Triangle Pond Management has been hired for the task.  Their 
report will allow the Village to determine if any corrective action is 
needed to maintain our lakes. Water quality will be tested in all 
lakes each year.  Sedimentation monitoring, bathymetric mapping 
(the study of the floor of the lake) and fish surveys will be done on 
two lakes each year. The two lakes for 2021 have not been deter-
mined.  Testing will begin in April.  
 
Explaining further, Kissinger said the motivation for annual testing 
of our lakes comes from the process underway to update the 
Lakes Management Plan.  Similar to recent efforts by the Village 
to develop a plan to maintain our dams, the Village wants to have 
a plan to ensure our lakes are safe.  Since previous tests were 
neither on a scheduled basis nor always with the same vendor, it 
did not allow comparison from one test to the next because differ-
ent labs were used and testing was for different elements.   
 
Spraying will continue as it has been conducted in the past based 
on the weed study from NC State.   

Whispering Pines to Conduct 

Annual Testing of Lakes 

Lakes & Ponds Spraying Schedule 

The village has set the following tentative schedule for the 2021 
spraying of village lakes in an effort to control aquatic weeds: 

Spraying 

Spraying will start on Monday, May 17.  It is hoped that all village 
lakes and ponds will be sprayed by Friday, May 21, weather permit-
ting.  Spraying cannot be done during windy and/or rainy conditions, 
and if this occurs, it could push the spraying schedule into the fol-
lowing week of May 24. 

Irrigation Restrictions 

For this spraying cycle, irrigation restrictions are from May 17-May 
26 for the following lakes and ponds:  Thagard Lake, Spring Valley 
Lake, Pine Lake, Shadow Lake, Whisper Lake, Blue Lake, Fly Rod 
Lake, Cardinal Lake, Cardinal Ponds (middle and lower), Whisper-
ing Winds and Hummingbird Ponds.  It is important to remember 
that all irrigation drawn from a sprayed lake or pond must stop for a 
five day period following the spraying.  While the chemicals used 
are safe for swimming, fishing, boating or other activities, irrigation 
with sprayed lake water is very harmful or fatal to lawns and shrubs 
and vegetable gardens. 

The list of lakes sprayed will be updated daily on the village Face-
book page and the village website (http://whisperingpinesnc.net on 
Resident page).  You can also call Village Hall at 910-949-3141x11 
for an updated list everyday or with any questions.   

Additional Treatments 

NCSU recommended that weed control chemicals be applied every 
four to six weeks for maximum effectiveness.  A second spraying 
will be conducted in June and a third in August.  Future spraying 
dates, once determined, will be posted on the village website. 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

Whispering Pines has three four-year seats available on Village 

Council up for election in November this year.  Filing period begins 

at noon on Friday, July 2 and extends through July 16 at noon.  

Additional information:  Linda Christopher, Village Clerk at lchristo-

pher@whisperingpinesnc.net or 910-949-3141x10. 
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All Council members were present:  Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, and Bob 
Zschoche.  Staff members present were Rich Lambdin, Village 
Manager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.  
 
Village Manager Staff Items-- 
 
Lakeview Drive Bridge Project update 
Low bidder from Wilmington (S&C Construction) $538,000.  Ref-
erences and other items are being checked.  Will there be a cost 
savings of steel, concrete or wooden?  Concrete is least costly; 
but to match the aesthetics of Thunder Bridge, it would be ap-
proximately $15,000 more.  A budget amendment could include 
money for the stonework aesthetic feature.  Mr. Lambdin will ask 
for more details for Council to examine, including a drawing.   
Start date, timeline, etc., will be required from the contractor. 
 
Thagard Dam joints and sealing project cost has been reduced to 
less than $100k. 
Everything is on target and doing well for capital projects and 
capital reserve, according to Mr. Lambdin.  There is $358,000 
more towards the goal to pay for big projects 8 or 9 years from 
now. 
 
Hardee Lane Open Space conceptual Master Plan/phasing & 
budgeting 
Budget from this year was $6000; there is $1600+ left.  Next step 
is to design the area (landscape architecture, grading, etc.) for 
approximately $1700.  LKC will be doing this portion of the plan.   
 
Phase I. 
§ Paving, curbing, guarding for entrance on Hardee Lane.  

Storm water runoff needs are included in estimates.  A con-
tingency of 15% is put on each estimate.  Mr. Zschoche sug-
gested looking at different surfacing options besides asphalt, 
like permeable pavers, for environmental concerns.   

§ Trails (walking):  looking at types of surfaces which would be 
10 feet wide. 

§ Restrooms are being researched, two different types.  Will 
look into ADA requirements. 

 
Phase II amenities:  (in order of proposed, using weighted sur-
vey) 
§ Multi-purpose field, playground pavilions, basketball/pickle 

ball courts, baseball field with irrigation $300-640k. 
§ Not included is anything dealing with the Community Center 

Building, the covered stage, or the loop around it. 
 

Village Council Work Session Highlights 

March 25, 2021 

April work session will deal with how to proceed and when, and 
how to pay for it in the operating budget. 
 
There have been a number of residents looking to donate money 
for the park.  This will be checked by our finance officer to see if 
there is a reasonable and smooth way to implement and notate on 
the books. 
 
*As a reminder, the tax increase passed last year is for dams, not 
for the Hardee Lane park. 

 
Personnel Policy Review 
This deals with definitions, pay-per-call employees, pay periods, 
holidays, sick leave, and compensation.  Of note is adding a holi-
day to the employeeôs package, similar to other municipalities in 
the area (increasing to 12 from 11 holidays).  Asking Council to 
consider a third day for Christmas, or personal days (religious or 
non-religious reasons), or even extending to 13 days.  Decision will 
be adopted in June, allowing for village employees to make their 
preference known. 
 
Miscellaneous Updates 
Occupancy tax discussion with the commissioners (the assumption 
is that the tax will increase).  How will the additional revenue be 
allocated in an equitable manner?  Why should the municipality 
approve of the increase if it doesnôt benefit the municipality?  The 
current tax goes to the Convention and Visitors Bureau (3%).  It will 
not affect smaller communities like WP, Vass, Robbins where there 
are few or no hotel rooms.  Mayor Roberts and Councilman 
Zschoche will attend the meeting. 
 
Council Items 

§ 207 Lakeview Drive property (owned by the village).  An inter-
ested party has increased her offer by $5000.  How interested 
is the village in selling properties nowðshould we wait until 
after the budget process?  By consensus: the village is not 
interested at this time. 

§ Village Directoryðhow can the village help (through advertis-
ing), how can military centric HOAs or neighborhood 
óstructuresô be advised and participate in the directory?   

 
 
Next work session meeting:  April 22, 2pm. 
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The regular meeting of the Board was attended by Shane Stauffer, 
Chair, Chris Bishop, Deb Castle, Dean Kalles, Ken Riggsbee, and 
Randy Saunders. Linda Christopher, Zoning Administrator, was 
also present.  

 
New Business:   
To review and recommend items for LDO 
§ LDO Chapter 9ðto bring in compliance with the new wording 

of 160D.  Motion to accept changes-6-0 

§ Chapter 10ðregarding stormwater and erosion control.  
Changes accepted 6-0 

§ Chapter 12ðregarding notarization of specific items, changing 
Board of Adjustment to Planning/Zoning Board or Village 
Council. * Changes approved 6-0  

§ Chapter 6ðpertaining to private garage size (emanating from 
garage situation on Lakeview Drive).  Accessory buildings, 
including detached garages, cannot be used as housing quar-
ters.  Council is looking for limitation on the size of a detached 
garage.  Square footage of 1000 ft. has been suggested for 
the garage size.  ñAttachedò means there is a wall attached, 
such as a breezeway.  But a garage is considered an acces-
sory feature; therefore a breezeway does not make it at-
tached.  Make wording clear to include impervious surfaces, 
height restrictions, square footage.  Accept with modifications 
6-0. 

§ LDO Appendix Aðadding amendment for warming fires (code 
enforcement, not P&Z), plus clarifying certain wording. Accept 
with modifications 6-0. 

§ Chris Bishop has submitted a volunteer application for reap-
pointment; term expired in January. 

§ Shane Stauffer has submitted a volunteer application for reap-
pointment as well as Chairman.  Term expires in April.  Other 
applications from residents have been submitted; Council has 
been given all applications.  

§ The P&Z Board voted to keep Shane as Chairman, 5-0 (Mr 
Stauffer recused himself). 

 
Discussion  

§ *Variances must be based on hardship, not because the peti-
tioner wants it that way. 

§ **1000 ft. garage is not a big space for various activities, such 
as car restoration.  Increase to 1500 ft.  Most lots are ½ acre, 
but most lots are limited by other factors.  The Village could 
accommodate lots that are in compliance, ensuring impervious 
surfaces meet the qualifications. 

 
Next Meeting:  April 28 at 4:30 at Village Hall. 

Planning & Zoning Meeting 

March 31, 2021 

To read the bills in their entirety, go to:   https://
webservices.ncleg.gov/ViewBillDocument/2021/1801/0/DRS15162-
MQ-32A.  The House and Senate bills are basically the same.   
 
Additionally, there was a bill filed on April 5 (HB 496) that would 
allow builders to clear-cut trees from a property, overruling any cur-
rent local ordinances that prevent the action.  This bill has four pri-
mary sponsors--Representatives Boles, Hunter, Brody, and Moffitt 
(1 Democrat and 3 Republicans).  There are 7 other sponsors in-
cluding:  Carter, McNeill, Pittman, Pless, Watford, Willingham, Wray 
(2 Democrats and 5 Republicans).  Read the bill:   
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2021/Bills/House/PDF/H496v1.pdf 
 
If you want to make your opinion known, contact Jamie Boles (state 
representative): Jamie.Boles@ncleg.net and Tom McInnis (state 
senator):  Tom.McInnis@ncleg.net.   
 
 
The New Pitch welcomes ñThoughts from our Readersò re-
garding these topics.  Email to wpnewpitch@gmail.com. 

Zoning In Jeopardy 
(Continued from Page 1) 

https://webservices.ncleg.gov/ViewBillDocument/2021/1801/0/DRS15162-MQ-32A
https://webservices.ncleg.gov/ViewBillDocument/2021/1801/0/DRS15162-MQ-32A
https://webservices.ncleg.gov/ViewBillDocument/2021/1801/0/DRS15162-MQ-32A
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/700
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/481
mailto:Jamie.Boles@ncleg.net
mailto:Tom.McInnis@ncleg.net
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§ Occupancy Tax (see Work Session for other details).  Mayor 
Roberts and Councilman Zschoche attended the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau meeting to listen and offer comments to 
the proposed hike to 6% for hotel occupancy rates.  The 
mayor said that since WP doesnôt go after tourism, the only 
business in the village with the tax would be at CCWP (aside 
from the few Air BnBs) and that they could apply for a grant to 
get additional funds from the Bureau. 

 
New Business 
§ Corrective action for garage at 129 Lakeview Drive.  The 

owner offered renderings of a 45-foot breezeway to connect 
the detached garage (roof height of 26 ½ feet) to the main 
house, thereby making it an óattached garageô.   The roof is 
too high (17ft limit according to code).  The resident said that 
he wasnôt aware of the code height until after the roof was 
constructed.  While the breezeway drawing was attractive, 
Council would like a different drawing from the architect to 
show the roof at the code height of 17 ft.  Mr. Zschoche made 
it clear that he wanted the roof to be in compliance.  Other 
council members again pointed to the problem of consistency 
with their enforcement of rules and regulations and that they 
must consider the whole village, not just one resident.  Resi-
dent will have new drawing for April work session. 

§ Lakeview Bridge ConstructionðS&C Construction recom-
mended by Mr. Lambdin to be hired.  Mid-July start date, 
completion date of mid-November are the targets.  Passed 5-
0. 

§ Fire/Rescue Association has donated $21K to the village from 
their fund-raisers (Christmas tree sales and village-wide fund 
drive).  The money will buy three additional data terminals for 
the Fire/Rescue department. 

§ Planning & Zoning appointments:  The P&Z Board has rec-
ommended to Council that Shane Stauffer continue another 
term as president of the board.  Council approved 5-0.   

§ The League of Municipalities sent information regarding cur-
rent bills at our State House that would affect a local govern-
mentôs zoning laws/ordinances.  Ms. Christopher has drafted 
a resolution which will be signed by the members of the WP 
Village Council in opposition to the bills in the House and 
Senate.  (See Zoning story on Page 1.) 

 

End of Open Meeting; Council went into closed session regarding 
personnel issues and property acquisition. 

Next meeting:  May 12, 6pm. 

Village Council Highlights 

April 14, 2021 

All Council members were present (Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor 
Pro Tem Glenn Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob 
Zschoche.  Village personnel present: Rich Lambdin, Village Man-
ager, Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Graham, Finance 
Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director.  Chris Holt, WP Po-
lice Sergeant, filled in for the Police Chief. Shane Stauffer, Plan-
ning & Zoning Chair, was also present. There were 14 people in 
the gallery.  Covid-19 safety precautions were in place. 
 

Special Use Permit 
Samantha Dreyer of Shadow Drive has requested a Special Use 
Permit to open a child care facility in her home.  She has applied 
for a license and is taking required classes.  After questions and 
discussion, Council approved the permit 5-0; it goes to the state 
licensing board.  Dreyer must show proof of license before she 
commences her first day of operation.   
 

Village Manager Report 
§ Mr. Lambdin reported that a Public Works crew will begin 

cleaning the parks/beaches on Sundays. 

§ Sgt. Chris Holt was recognized for his promotion (2020); he 
has been on the Force since 2013. 

§ There have been 168 golf cart stickers processed; the police 
have seen a decrease in unlicensed drivers of golf carts. 

§ The vacancies on the police force and in Public Works will be 
advertised soon, using a variety of media outlets. 

 
Unfinished Business 

§ Update on the well on Tucker Road.  Thomas Sitowski, own-
er/builder of the property, advised Council that the company 
that drilled the well, ñédrilled where the water is.ò  Sitowski 
asked Council to swap 16 square feet to remedy the situation 
(WP owns that piece of land, not Sitowski).  Mr. Zschoche 
asked if the well driller wants to fix his mistake?  Mr. Bernhard 
is not comfortable in approving a land swap and Mr. Conway 
asked what the benefit to the village was if a land swap is 
agreed upon?  The discussion ended with Council suggesting 
that Sitkowski consult with his attorney regarding action 
against the well driller. 

§ Consensus vote on adding to holiday/personal time off for 
village employees.  The new time off will be three days at 
Christmas and one personal day.  This would make holiday 
time 13 days.  Passed 5-0. 

§ Personnel policy provisionsðthis entails improving the lan-
guage regarding hiring standards, exit interviews, probation-
ary periods, and several other details for full-time employees. 
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Obituaries 

The New Pitch offers our condolences to the family of the following 

residents and friends of Whispering Pines. 

William W Sinclair  (68), passed away March 13. 

Marie K Burt (96), passed away March 27. 

W. Bruce Robson (84), passed away April 1. 

Norma J Juett (87), passed away April 8. 

Bambi Beatty (63), passed away in early April.. 

Sallie G Daughtrey (80), passed away April 14. 

The Village Apothecary has been placed in Receivership due to 
several on-going lawsuits ï civil and criminal ï that each of the 
owners has filed against each other beginning in July 2020 
through March 2021.  Hershal Smith and Walter Spivey, both 
registered pharmacists, have been co-owners of the business 
located on Route 22 in Whispering Pines for more than 10 
years.  Each has also employed other of their family members at 
the facility.  The Receiver, Mr. Jody Foyles, was appointed by the 
court to manage the finances and general day-to-day activities of 
the pharmacy, while prohibiting either of the owners to be on the 
premises at the same time. 

According to court documents, the suits began with allegations by 
Hershal Smith that Walter Spivey had ñembezzled and/or 
otherwise misappropriated fundsò from the pharmacy totaling in 
excess of $50,000. In that complaint, Mr. Smith requested that 
the corporation be audited and valued such that Mr. Smith could 
purchase Mr. Spiveyôs 50% interest in the firm.  In a subsequent 
lawsuit claiming assault, Mr. Smith alleged that Mr. Spivey 
pointed a handgun at him and threatened him at the store. 

Village Apothecary in Receivership 

During a separate confrontation at the pharmacy, Mr. Spivey 
alleged that Mr. Smithôs fianc®e pushed Mr. Spiveyôs wife, toppling 
her to the floor.  This incident, along with an alleged series of 
phone calls and emails, resulted in an additional suit by the 
Spiveys against Mr. Smith, et al, asking for damages totalling 
approximately $825,000 due to ñintentional infliction of emotional 
distress, defamation...and assault and battery.ò 

In the sworn affidavit of the pharmacyôs CPA included with court 
filings, Susan Greech stated that she had never been aware of 
anything inappropriate or unlawful relative to the firm's finances. 

The North Carolina Board of Pharmacy is the agency created by 
the NC Legislature to, among other things, maintain permits and 
licenses and investigate situations that may be in violation of the 
state Pharmacy Practice Act or laws governing the distribution of 
drugs.  Its Executive Director, Jay Campbell stated, ñThe two 
owners of the pharmacy signed an agreement to stay out of the 
store.  The Board is aware of the complaints against each other 
and is monitoring the situation.ò 

Neither Mr. Smith nor Mr. Spivey responded to The New Pitchôs 
request for comment when asked about the current situation 
including change of ownership or a possible closing of the 
business.  The New Pitch has learned, however, that Rob Barrett, 
owner of Seven Lakes Pharmacy, is currently in discussions with 
the Village Apothecaryôs owners to purchase the store, but 
negotiations are in an early stage. ñI am a proponent of 
independent pharmacies,ò  Mr. Barrett said, ñand want this to be 
successful.ò   Mr. Barrett confirmed that he heard there were other 
óinterested partiesô. 

The next court date in these matters is scheduled in the Moore 
County District Court later this month. 
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Fire Rescue Department  

Response Times to Emergency Incidents - 2021 

Demand for Service by Call Type 
TWO FULL TIME FIREFIGHTERS HIRED 

Rich Lambdin, WP Fire Rescue Chief, announced two full-time 
firefighters have been hired to the squad.  All have Firefighter II* 
level of training, are certified EMTs, and have been members of 
the team previously with different levels of training and expertise. 

Andrew ñDrewò Drummond, 33, lives in Whispering Pines.  He 
has been part-time since 2014 and has a BS in Communications 
from Old Dominion University (Norfolk, VA).  Drew is a Driver-
Operator Pumps, technical rescuer:--vehicle, machinery & agri-
cultural, basic wildland, and multi-course certifications from the 
National Incident Management System (NIMS) developed by 
FEMA. 

Casey Pope, 19, became a part-time firefighter last summer.  
Heôs a graduate of Union Pines and also has the NIMS certifica-
tions.   Casey lives in Carthage. 

Chief Lambdin said, ñCasey got his start in our Junior Fire Res-
cue Program when he was 15 years old.  I commend Andrew 
and Casey for acquiring the required training and certifications 
and wish them the best of luck as they begin their career as full-
time firefighters with the WPFRD.ò    

 

*Firefighter II training level:: This includes further training on reduc-
ing fire damage, how to rescue people from the scene and how to 

use the best equipment for the job, among other components. 

Type of 
Call 

2020 Mar-21 2021 YTD 

# % # % # % 

Medical 365 54 55 68 154 70 

Building 
Fire 

102 15 12 15 26 12 

Outside 
Fire 

21 3 5 6 14 6 

Fire Alarm 57 8 3 4 9 4 

Service 
Call 

26 4 5 6 6 3 

Vehicle 
Accident 

40 6 0 0 5 2 

Investiga-
tion 

6 1 0 0 3 1 

Storm 
Damage 

42 6 0 0 1 >1 

Hazardous 
Condition 12 2 1 1 1 >1 

Aircraft 
Emergency 3 >1 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle 
Fire 

1 >1 0 0 0 0 

Water Res-
cue 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 675   81   219   



9 

Police Incident Statistics 

Incident Type MAR 2021 YTD 

  Burglary 0 0  

  Larceny 4 5  

  Vandalism 0 1  

  Assault 0 3  

  Fraud 12 24  

  Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 6 12  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 0 1  

  Barking dog (warning) 1 1  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Park violations (warning) 13 20  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 0  

 Right-of-way (warning) 7 38  

 Right-of-way (civil penalty) 5 8  

  Golf cart violations (warning) 6 11  

Police  Department  

Police Statistics 2021 

TWO FIRES 
Debris was set afire near the foundation of a house under 
construction in the Herons Brook subdivision that singed and 
melted the house wrap.  Another small fire was set in a pile of 
brush.  While neither fire did major damage, nearby homes could 
have been in jeopardy.  The incidents remain under investigation 
by the WP Police Department, according to Police Lt. Dozier.   
 
ARBOR DAY TREE DESTROYED 
When making his rounds recently to water the redbud tree planted 
in Summerfield park by the village and the Garden Club in honor of 
Arbor Day 2020, John Bowman discovered that someone had cut it 
down (photo at right).   
 
Bowman, Garden Club Vice-President and chair of the WP Tree 
Board, has championed the villageôs activities leading to its 
certification as a Tree City USA.   ñI am deeply saddened that one 
of our Arbor Day trees has been taken from us, as the planting of 
these Arbor Day trees symbolizes our Villageôs commitment to 
increasing our public's awareness of the social, aesthetic, 
environmental and many other benefits that trees have in all of our 
lives,ò  he said.  ñThis sadness is lessened by the fact that we were 
able to give out 100 Redbud saplings to residents this year and 
that these trees will be planted in numerous yards throughout the 
Village and will bloom each spring for many years to come.ò 
 
Although the incident was not immediately reported to the WPPD, 
the police should have been notified.  Lt. Dozier commented, ñThis 
is damage to real propertyðin this case, property owned by the 
village. The police need to be made aware of these types of 
incidents.ò 
 
Despite these occurrences, Lt. Dozier stated that reported 
vandalism has not increased over past years. 

MONTH INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHARGES 
ACCIDENTS WARNINGS 

WARNING 
CHARGES 

CITATIONS 
CITATION 
CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 
HOUSE CHKS 

BUSINESS 
CHECKS 

January 15 4 8 2 67 74 33 54 352 918 

February 25 5 8 2 77 88 55 73 350 989 

March 32 6 8 2 101 121 67 104 346 1,044 

TOTAL 72 16 26 6 245 283 155 231 1,048 2,951 

Vandals Busy 
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Care & Maintenance of Your 

Septic System 

(Continued next page) 

In the final installment of her series about Septic Systems, 
Staff Reporter Sue Leary offers information about how to 
best maintain these essential services for our homes. 
 
Caring for a septic system is part of protecting the value of your 
property.  The windows in your home can be replaced, but the soil 
and location of your property can not. Caring for a septic system 
also protects public health and water quality. A wet lot is a concern 
for water quality.  We accept that we will have to replace our roof 
and hot water heater.  The same thing is true for components of 
our septic system.  Even though itôs out of sight, it should not be 
out of mind.  
 
Jeff Kerr of Marlin Wastewater Services in West End wants people 
to understand that ñtheir septic system is more than a tank.  A well-
maintained system can last a life time, although components may 
degrade.ò   Pumping the tank on a 
septic system removes the solids 
that accumulate.  Most tanks 
should be pumped every 3-5 
years for a 2-person household 
and will cost around $200-$250.  
There are at least ten companies 
that offer this service in our area. 
 
However, maintenance goes beyond 
pumping. A septic system handles more than our poop and our 
pee.  It handles everything we put down a drain, all the run off from 
rain, the water that flows out of our gutters, irrigation water and 
every rain drop that falls from the sky.  It handles every drop of 
water that hits our property. Septic systems require periodic 
inspection by someone licensed and certified.  A soil scientist can 
determine the health of the soil around your field.  Jonathan 
Godfrey, expert in on-site wastewater management systems and 
co-author of several publications on septic systems while working 
with NC State Extension, said to think of this like getting a physical.  
Sometimes nothingôs wrong; sometimes something needs to be 
fixed. If an inspection identifies a problem follow through and fix it.  
Sometimes a homeowner can take care of a problem, sometimes it 
takes a professional.  
 
How do you learn more about your septic system?  
Marlinôs website (www.marlinw.com) and the NC State Extension 
website (www.content.ces.ncsu.edu) provide helpful information 
and homeowner guidelines.  Moore County Environmental Health 
(www.moorecountnc.gov) has a list of Septic System Resources. 
The Village of Whispering Pines website offers the Homeownerôs 
Guide to Septic Systems (www.whisperingpinesnc.net/Home page/
Calendar of Events/Document Center/Residents & Community/
Homeownerôs Guide).   

How do you find the components of your septic system if you 
donôt know where they are?  
The County Department of Environmental Health may be able to 
assist.  They have some plans for septic systems back to the 70s.  
Another option is the website offered by Marlin, 
www.septicpermit.com.  A graphic on the web page shows how a 
septic system works and its impact on the environment.  You can 
fill out a request on the webpage to get a map of your septic 
system from the county, at no charge. If a map of your system is 
not available, Marlin and other wastewater management 
companies offer a service to locate and inspect your system.   
 

MOST COMMON SYSTEM ISSUES 

According to Jeff Kerr, the three most common septic system 
issues and recommendations to avoid them are: 

§ Root intrusion into system components 
from vegetation planted on and around the 

septic system. Recommendation: 
Landscape and maintain the area over 
the septic system, keeping it free of 
plants and trees with an aggressive root 
structure that can cause damage or 
blockages. 

§ Hydraulic overload due to a leaking 
toilet or drainage directing water on to the 

septic system. Recommendation: Check toilets for leaks 
twice a year and confirm all surface and storm water are 
diverted away from the system.  

§ Installation of utilities, irrigation, drainage, swimming pools 
and other home projects on or in the area of the system. 
Recommendation: Know where your system is located and 
the required setbacks from it. Have it located and marked 
before installing anything subsurface and protect it from 
damage caused by vehicular or equipment traffic.  

 
IF A SEPTIC SYSTEM FAILS 

WP resident Jay Farfalla discovered a problem with his septic 
system when an inflow drain pipe had deteriorated over the years 
and waste was not draining into the leach field. Efforts by Jay to 
fix the problem didnôt work and a professional was called in. A 
new cement tank and drain fields were installed.  Space on his lot 
wasnôt a problem, and the process was ñfairly painlessò Jay said, 
but digging trenches and a hole for the tank, plus just having the 
trucks driving on the grass made a mess of his lot. 
 
How do you know if your septic system or some component has 
failed?  Waste could back up somewhere in your home or yard 

ά! ǿŜƭƭ-ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 

Ŏŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǝƳŜΦέ 

WŜũ YŜǊǊΣ aŀǊƭƛƴ ²ŀǎǘŜǿŀǘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
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and stop processing. An odor in the yard can be a key.  Donôt 
panic. Thereôs ñsome way to make it workò according to Jeff Kerr. 
An inspection can locate the problem.  Perhaps one of the 
components needs to be replaced.  Other options, such as 
eliminating one side of a circular driveway, may need to be 
considered.  New technology allows for a smaller footprint for 
septic systems.  Pump and haul, where your tank is frequently 
emptied while repair is underway, may be necessary. However a 
working wastewater treatment system is required for every 
residence. You can be evicted if there is no working septic system. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MAINTENANCE TIPS 

§ Watch what goes down the drain.  A septic system is not a 
garbage disposal.  Consider not using a garbage disposal. 
Septic systems work with digested food not raw food.  

§ Donôt put paint or fatty acid down the drain.  It can clog pipes 
and soil over time. Donôt wash paint brushes in the sink. 

§ Donôt use yeast or products like Ridex. 
§ Donôt drive over any part of your septic system. 
§ Donôt dump antibiotics or chemicals.  They can compromise 

bacterial functions. 
§ When having trees removed or trimmed, watch where trucks 

and equipment go. 
 
Village/County/State Regulations 
The State of North Carolina sets the regulations for wastewater 
management.  Adopted in July 1977, then amended in 1982 and 
1996, those regulations outline the requirements for the suitability 
of a site, the size of the system and space needed, and required 
setbacks from water sources and buildings.  One of the 
amendments stipulates that a separate repair field on all properties 
built after 1982 be large enough for a replacement system.   
 
In 2014, Whispering Pines amended Section 4.8.1 of its Land 
Development Ordinance to include a regulation that the ñentire 
sewage disposal system, including drain fields, for all new 
construction shall be on the designated lotò where the house will 
be built. Linda Christopher, Village Clerk/Zoning Administrator, 
estimates that 10-30 homes in Whispering Pines have their drain 
field off site.  As WP has grown that became problematic. Several 
homes on South Lakeshore have drain fields in Thagard Park 
parking lot.  The Village planted crape myrtle trees in the park and 
the roots interfered with the drain fields.  The trees were removed.  
Homes in Robins Roost have off-site septic on the Whispering 
Woods golf course.  The new regulation will not allow this and will 
impact the density of developments.  The Village controls zoning 
requirements which establish lot set back requirements and double 
checks when building is complete to ensure the layout of the lot 

By Sue Leary, Staff Reporter 

matches the approved design. The Village is notified whenever 
repairs are made to a septic system, but all code enforcement 
around septic systems is the Countyôs responsibility. 
 

FUTURE LOOKS GOOD 
 
Whatôs the future for Septic Systems in Whispering Pines?  Jeff 
Kerr thinks Whispering Pines doesnôt have anything to worry about.  
The soil is good.  Jonathan Godfrey said, ñOur lakes are a visible 
reminder that water matters.ò  
 
Our villageôs biggest challenge is setting expectations and 
expanding education of the residents so that everyone does their 
part to keep our environment clean. 
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The ñLyridò meteor showers will be visible (assuming clear skies) 
beginning April 16-23, with the best day thought to be April 22.  
The Lyrids occur every spring. 
 
These meteors (aka óshooting starsô) come from the comet 
Thatcher, and are really the tail ends/debris of the comet.  There 
are no pictures of Thatcher since it last passed Earth in 1861 and 
wonôt come again until 2276. 
 
According to Earthsky.com, ñThe Lyrid meteor shower has the 
distinction of being among the oldest of known meteor showers. 
Records of this shower go back for some 2,700 years.ò  The name 
is derived from ñLyraò, a constellation near Vega.  If you donôt have 
a telescope, donôt worry; just look up and be patient.  You might 
see a few streaking by.  
 
Best viewing time is from midnight to pre-dawn, but, in the ódark 
skiesô of Whispering Pines, one might be able to see them earlier.  
Make sure that you are viewing from as dark an area as possible, 
and let your eyes get used to the night sky, usually 15 minutes or 
so.  Ten to fifteen shooting stars per hour could be noted at the 

peak time of 3am.  They will appear to travel from the top of the 
sky towards the horizon in every direction, heading towards Jupi-
ter, Saturn and Mars.  The meteors will be bright and moving fast. 
 
Most meteors disintegrate before hitting the ground; those that 
make it are called meteorites. 
 
The Perseids, the most popular meteor shower, will be visible in 
late July through mid-August. 

Star Gazing 

Lyrid meteor shower 
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Our History  

The Pine Lake Swim Park ñ  
47 years in the making 

The newly completed swim park adjacent to the Pine Lake boat 
ramp was first proposed as an addition to the Villageôs recreational 
spots in 1974.  The south end of the Pine dam property was be-
lieved to be not an integral part of the dam and was eyed for devel-
opment as a Village park.  At the time, all lakes and dams were 
owned by the developer, A.B. Hardee.   
 
When news of the proposed park became public, the adjacent prop-
erty owner on the south side of the proposed park was not happy.  
He did not want a public park next to his property.  While we like 
our Village parks, some folks do not want one next to their house. 
 
As a result, the property owner, who was good friends with Hardee, 
convinced Hardee to stop this action.  Hardee did this by creating a 
new residential lot on the south end of the dam and selling it to the 
adjacent property owner.  Platting of this lot occurred before the 
State Dam Safety Office exercised the strong oversight it does to-
day.  So, the action to create a park was stopped. 
 
By the year 2000, both of the original property owners had passed 
away.  The property was inherited by their children who wished to 
sell the lot.  The challenge of selling the lot was that the 1974 deed 
had a restriction that said the lot could not be used as a building 
site.   
 
In 2003, the children found the attorney who had done Hardeeôs 
original legal work and learned the attorney still had authority as an 
óAttorney-in-factô.  The attorney then released the restrictive cove-
nant, and the lot became available for sale.  The asking price was 
$100,000.   

 
When the Village became aware of the proposed sale, the Village 
Engineer was asked to review the property relative to its proximity 
to Pine Dam.  The resulting engineering assessment concluded the 
lot was an integral component to the shoulder of Pine Dam and 
therefore could not be built upon.   
 
The Village offered to purchase the lot.  After considerable back 
and forth, the Village did purchase the property in 2014 for $24,000.   
 
The property was placed in the inventory of possible future parks.  
By 2021, the Public Works Department had sufficient time and ma-
terials to work on this site.  The result--a beautiful swim park adja-
cent to the boat ramp. 
 
And only 47 years in the making.           

By Bob Zschoche 

Bob Zschoche is available to answer questions from resi-

dents and may be contacted at  bobzschoche@msn.com 

or 910-949-4250.  

mailto:bobzschoche@msn.com
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Willow, a terrier mix, was adopted at 12 weeks of age from Saving 

Grace of North Carolina in Wake Forest.  Initially very shy, she is 

now out-going, affectionate, energetic and oh, so smart.  She never 

misses a golfer going by or a walker on the street.  A sneeze or 

cough brings her running to investigate if all is okay.  She keeps 

busy sniffing every inch of the back yard and is not opposed to 

chasing a squirrel or bird or two that venture into her space.    

She loves all people as well as other dogs, especially her special 

friend Payton Dugenske.  They are so close they swap beds when 

Payton stays over.  She would play with Bingo, a very independent 

cat, if he would give her a chance.  But Bingo came first and contin-

ues to exercise his squatterôs right.   

Willow was definitely my ñsaving graceò during the Covid isolation 

and continues to brighten every day. 

Everyday is Bright 

with Willow 

Weôd love to print your  

pet picture.  Email to  

Diane Stephans at   

wpnewpitch@gmail.com. 

Contributed by Betty Lou Kinney 
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By Greta Nintzel 

We were in the Triangle area a few weeks ago for a little sanity 
reset and decided to check out this small natural area in Hills-
borough. The geography in this Piedmont park is more like the 
mountains.  The plant/wildlife species housed inside its borders are 
more like what you might see in Western North Carolina: Bradley's 
spleenwort, purple fringeless orchid, brown elfin butterfly and 
more. For details on the unusual flora + fauna in the preserve, 
check out this page-- https://www.ncparks.gov/occoneechee-
mountain-state-natural-area/ecology. 

I wasnôt really feeling it as we started our trek along the main trail 
and then headed up to the peak. It was still winter. Leafless trees 
surrounded us. The highway nearby shouted up the ridge. Maybe I 
was caught up in the residuals of very long year that many of us 
continue to endure.  Luckily, that seems to be shifting now.  

The loops of the trail on Occoneechee Mountain add up to 3.3 
miles. You can zigzag across and back along multiple trails to in-
crease the length of your hike. There is a steep elevation gain. Be 
prepared to exert yourself even though this hike is shorter than 
most of the other spots Iôve written about over the last year. 

After I got over myself, we headed down towards the Eno River 
which flows along the edge of the preserve.  The trail includes 
some switchbacks with steep stairs. All the cold nights and mor-
nings plus the rain rain rain running through and around the rocks 
the past 6 months created a series of icicles under the edge of a 

huge boulder outcrop. Also, there is an unexpectedly magnificent 
quarry near the river.  From its basin, we took in the colors of geo-
graphic layers up the cliff to the 
tree-lined rim and on to bluest blue 
sky, all of which bedazzled us. We 
revisited its wonder in conversation 
for the rest of the day. 

This is a popular destination just 7 
minutes from downtown Hills-
borough. Youôll see runners, dog 
walkers, families meandering, folks 
seeking solitude at the overlooks, 
and hikers. I imagine this park is 
super crowded on weekends and spring afternoons; keep that in 
mind if you decide to plan a visit.  And its big plus is that downtown 
Hillsborough is only 7 minutes away for a leisurely lunch, ambling 
through the historic district, another hike along the river and/or a 
stop at Weaver Street Market. 

Occoneechee Mountain State Natural Area 

Part of Eno River State Park system 

          Along the riverôs trail 

 

625 Virginia Cates Road 
Hillsborough, NC 27278    GPS: 36.0608, -79.1169 

https://www.ncparks.gov/occoneechee-mountain-state-natural-area/ecology
https://www.ncparks.gov/occoneechee-mountain-state-natural-area/ecology
https://goo.gl/maps/KFwX8E3CC4re2J3Y9
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Spring or cool season vegetables are those that do well during the 
shorter days and cool temperatures of spring and fall. Many, such 
as kohlrabi and kale, actually do better and have a better flavor 
when nipped by frost.  
 
Many cool season vegetables can be started from seed indoors 6 
to 8 weeks before the frost-free date in our area.  Some transplants 
can be put out a few weeks before the frost-free date as well; in our 
area that is around April 12th. This is an average frost date that 
may differ slightly year to year but it 
gives you a basic window of time in 
which you can create a planting 
schedule. A sudden very cold 
snap can ruin your crops so itôs 
important to be prepared with 
something to drape over them if 
an overnight temperature drop is 
expected.  Simply cover your 
crops with newspaper, old sheets 
or frost blankets. Just remember 
to remove the covering the next 
morning. 
 
Choose a sunny site! Most vegeta-
bles need at least 6 hours of sun a 
day. Some crops such as lettuce, 
spinach, and other greens will 
grow well in partially sunny spots, 
but sun-loving plants like tomatoes and peppers need as much light 
as possible. Most garden vegetables can be directly seeded where 
they are to grow. Things that take longer to produce a crop do bet-
ter with a head start and you can purchase transplants for toma-
toes, peppers, eggplant, and melons at your local garden center.  
 
What types of vegetables can we plant? Here is a list of common 
cool season vegetables with a few tips to help you produce a boun-
tiful spring garden. (LFD = last frost date) 

 
§ Beets ï Sow seeds in early spring as soon as the soil can be 

worked. Beets prefer a well-drained, sandy soil.  

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular con-

tributor to Pinehurst Mag-

azine.  She and husband 

Ron maintain Certified 

Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

#954. 

§ Broccoli ï Broccoli seed can be sown directly in the garden 4 
weeks before the LFD or set out transplants 2 weeks before 
the LFD. 

§ Cabbage ï Start seeds indoors 6 to 8 weeks before the LFD 
or plant transplants in the garden 2 weeks before that date. 
Direct sow in the garden immediately after the LFD. 

§ Cabbage ï Start seeds indoors 6 to 8 weeks before the LFD 
or plant transplants in the garden 2 weeks before that date. 

Direct sow in the garden imme-
diately after the LFD. 

§ Carrots ï Sow seeds in 
spring about 2 weeks before the 
LFD. Carrots need deep, loose 
soil to form a robust root. 

§ Collards ï Collard trans-
plants can be planted 4 to 6 
weeks before the LFD. 

§ English Peas ï Sow direct-
ly in the garden 4 to 6 weeks 
before the LFD. They will germi-
nate in soil temperatures as low 
as 40 degrees F. Seedlings will 
survive short periods of temper-
atures down to 25 degrees F. 

§ Kale ï Plant kale about 3 to 
5 weeks before the LFD. Cover 

with frost blankets during severe cold. 

§ Kohlrabi ï Kohlrabi is similar to a turnip.  Plants can be set 
out 4 weeks before the LFD. Protect young plants from freez-
ing temperatures with a frost blanket; cool temperatures en-
hance the sweet flavor. 

§ Onions ï Onions can be grown from sets, small bulbs, or 
transplants, which look like scallions. Plant in early spring as 
soon as the soil is workable. 

§ Radish ï Sow radish seeds in the garden about 4 weeks be-
fore the LFD.  

§ Spinach ï Spinach seeds can be sown over frozen ground to 
germinate as the soil thaws. Transplants can be set out 4 
weeks before the LFD. 

 
Time to get that vegetable garden going if you havenôt done so 
already.  Hereôs wishing you a bountiful harvest of spring crops. 
 

Planting Spring Vegetables 

Our Gardens by Dolores Muller 

https://www.almanac.com/plant/lettuce
https://www.almanac.com/plant/spinach
https://www.almanac.com/plant/tomatoes
https://www.almanac.com/plant/bell-peppers
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Local ornithologist Susan 

Campbell is interested in 

your wildlife observations 

and photographs.  She can 

be reached at  

(910) 585-0574 or  

susan@ncaves.com  

by Susan Campbell 
Bird 

Things are certainly changing around the 
Village!  Our birds are singing, tussling over 
territories, building nests and soon will be 
raising new families.  Spring means the 
beginning of the next generationðwhether 
it is our familiar local species or the return-
ing migrants. 
 
As most of you no doubt are aware, bird 
boxes provide excellent cover for our cavity 
nesters such as Bluebirds, Chickadees, 
Nuthatches and others.  With so little in the 
way of snags and other types of dead wood, 
nesting substrate is hard to come by.  Given 
the fact that most of these actually raise 
more than one broodðit is very significant. 
 
Nests in shrubs tend to get noticed in 
spring.   Those of Cardinals, Towhees and 
Mockingbirds are typically close to eye lev-
el.  Clumps of leaves and twigs are some-
what conspicuous.  One has to hope that 
raccoons or snakes do not find these nests. 
But, again, these species do nest more than 
once in a season and so hopefully can 
make up for losses with that extra effort. 

 
Carolina Wren nests tend to be large as 
well, but less obvious.  They may be hidden 
in all manners of manmade structures: 
barns, garages, golf carts or even under the 
cover of a barbeque grill.  I have also had 
them use open bags of potting soil.  They 
like to be protected but not as closed in as 
they would be in a box (although some do 
use them).  So be careful as you open 

things and clean up around your house 
and yard in the coming weeks.  You may 
be surprised by an incubating female 
wren! 
 
Another bird that tends to shock folks is 
the House Finch.  Finches readily make a 
cup nest in hanging plants as well as dec-
orations on the front door.  If you find your-
self with this situation, just continue as 
normalðthe birds will not care.  They 
seem not to mind the activity of people at 
all.  Perhaps they associate us two-legged 
individuals with a reduced risk of predation 
by four-legged ones. 
 
Mallards are in a whole different category.  
They are searching for protected nesting 
spots (often around homes and dwellings) 
by early March.  Mallard hens are looking 
for a protected spot that has vegetation on 
three sides that hides the eggs by sight 
and smell from predators.  It must be a 
spot that is hidden but also provides a 
rapid exitðif need be.  Hens lay up to 14 
eggs and readily re-nest if their nest is 
depredated, which is often the case in our 
area.  Should you have a nest in your 
yard, you may not notice it for some time 
since the female sits motionless on the 
eggs even should you approach very  
closely.  But you may catch her when she 
takes a break to drink or feed.  Usually the 
hen will leave the nest at night but may get 
up on a very warm day for a few hours.  
Also, it is not uncommon for her mate to 
hang around nearby.  So seeing a loitering 
drake in your yard is a definite clue to Mal-
lard nesting in the area. 

ñFeed me!ò Cardinals bonding. 

ðCourtesy Frank Ripp 

 
Also, we cannot forget the local Canada 
Geese (they do not and will not migrate  
since their ancestors were captively bred).  
These large birds nest around our local 
lakes.  They pile up pine straw into soft 
piles of needles that support and protect 
up to eight large eggs.  Most of the popula-
tion breeds on the island in the middle of 
Thagard Lake.  They now share the real 
estate with Great Blue Herons that might 
be seen on large platform nests high in the 
pines. 
 
And last, but not least, the Northern Rough 
winged Swallows are back.  Remember 
that they, as well as Barn Swallows, nest 
under pontoon boats in the Village. Appar-
ently taking a boat out with an active nest 
on the pontoon is not problematic for the 
birds.  My guess is that only if they are 
close to fledging (and therefore more ac-
tive) are they vulnerable to falling out of the 
nest into the water. 

Tufted Titmouse gathering nesting 

materials. 

ðCourtesy Deb Regula 
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ROADSIDE CLEANUP SUCCESSFUL 

Volunteers came out on Saturday, April 10 and did a great job re-

moving trash and recyclables from assigned streets in the Village.  

Many thanks to those who helped, and especially to Josephine and 

Glenn Bernhard for their leadership.   

Annual Plant Sale - As we continue to support efforts to contain 

the spread of COVID 19 by limiting large gatherings, our annual 

April Plant Sale will not be held again this year.  However, Green 

Haven Plant Farm has agreed to share a portion of the proceeds 

from sales of their plants with the WP Garden Club.  Bring a copy 

of the notice (right) when you purchase at Green Haven and sup-

port our village gardens! 

Gardens Underway -  Caretakers placed their orders for new 

plantings to revitalize the 26 gardens around the village.  Paul 

Nealon and George McNally have turned on the sprinkler systems 

(pictured below) so ready, set, plant! 

Attention Scrapbookers!  Do you like to scrapbook and have 

some free time?  We are looking for someone to take over updat-

ing our volume.  The materials and book are waiting to be filled!  

Contact Kathy Boyle--688-7051. 

Garden Club 

George McNally and Paul Nealon think itôs fun 

(apparently) to turn on the sprinklers in the 

village gardens . 

Pictured above:  Some of the many bags of trash 

picked up by Garden Club members along Niagara-

Carthage Road.  Other members tackled the trash 

along Rayôs Bridge Road. 


