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JANUARY 2020 

Police Chief Campbell to Retire 

More Police News, page 5 

Street Smarts 

After 26 years on the force including 10 

years as Chief, Domonic Campbell has 

announced his retirement effective April 1.  

During his tenure, the village has seen 

growth of  over 17%, and, while other de-

partments have added personnel, police 

staffing has remained at the same levels 

for over 10 years.  Seen as a valuable 

asset to the village, residents have been 

pleased with how Chief Campbell has 

developed his professional and respectful 

team of officers. 

 Following 6 months of work, the 

Memorial Causeway is expected 

to reopen later this week if dry 

weather prevails. 

Open Sesame!  

Did you know there are five different types 
of streets in Whispering Pines?   
 
A street begins its life as a ñpaper streetò.  
These are streets that appear on develop-
ment plans but have not been built.  All pro-
posed streets must be identified on a pre-
liminary plat (plan) that is submitted to Vil-
lage Council for approval. Many will go 
through the development process and be 
opened, but some never are. An example of 
a paper street is Arrow Drive in Whispering 
Winds.  This was initially conceived as a 
second entrance but was never developed.  
It is shown on the preliminary plat as sub-
mitted to the Village, but plans changed as 
development progressed.  

 
The next step in a streetôs life is con-
struction. When development reaches 
the point where the developer wants to 
transfer ownership to someone else, the 
final plat must be submitted to Village 
Council for approval.  At that time, all 
infrastructures have been built including 
all streets. The developer can request 
that the streets are dedicated to Whis-
pering Pines, which means the street will 
belong to the Village. Public (dedicated) 
streets will have been built to Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) standards 
and inspected and approved by the 
Whispering Pines Engineer.  Streets that 
remain private are also built to DOT 
standards and are inspected and ap-
proved by DOT.  Streets dedicated and 

ð Continued on page 6 
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Village Council ñ Work Session Highlights 

December 19, 2019 

In attendance were Mayor Alexa Roberts, Mayor Pro Tem Glenn 
Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris, and Bob Zschoche.  Also in 
attendance were Rich Lambdin, Village Manager/Fire Rescue Chief, 
Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, and Cindy Graham, Finance Of-
ficer.   

Fire station budget 
There has been approximately $53,897 in new change orders af-
fecting the renovation so far; it is being financed through borrowing 
from the Capital Reserve-Major Repair Fund (Infrastructure). This is 
5.4% above original cost and will be voted on at the January council 
meeting. No further change orders are anticipated. 
 
Government Education/Training Classes for Council Members 
New members have attended classes on ethics and Mr. Zschoche 
attended a class on Capital Budgeting.  These items have been 
covered in the budget. 
 
Future Worksession Meeting Agendas 
Through the next few months, the worksession meetings will begin 
by informing Council members on laying the foundation for the 
budget, fund balance, capital reserve/major repair funds, etc.  It 
started with assets and liabilities (WP has more assets than liabili-
ties), our current fund balance, and other details regarding terms, 
giving specific examples to our own budgeting process and the im-
pact of taxes, services, upcoming projects, and more. 
 
LDO Issues 
§ Discussion on height of signs, code enforcement of Chapter 11 

in the LDO, compliance within GOV district, residential/non-
residential districts, and ETJ.  Village signs, for sale signs, elec-
tion signs and freedom of speech signs were also discussed.  
This has been tabled until revisions to the LDO begin later in 
the year. 

§ Intersection and driveway ósight trianglesô were discussed and 
defined.  This resulted in a key-line modification where obstruc-
tions impede visibility.  This will go to Planning and Zoning, 
then back to Council in the near future. 

 

Attendance of Council Members to other Board Meetings 
Some board members feel they are limited in what they can say 
by the visits of Council Members to other boards.  The physical 
presence of a council member can send a message to the board.  
Should we regulate who can attend open meetings?  Are there 
changes in demeanor of members of a board when a council 
member is in the gallery?  Are we recording the Board meetings 
and posting the audio for anyone to listen to?  What about one-on
-one engagements with council and board members?  Other 
thoughts were that the offending council member could be repri-
manded, and we shouldnôt throw out the baby with the bathwater.  
Should we change many years of council procedure for one inci-
dent?  This will be brought up again at the Council meeting on 
January 8. 
 

The agenda and minutes for worksessions can be found at:    

whisperingpinesnc.net  

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/whisperingpinesnc.net
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All Council members were present (Mayor Alexa Roberts, Glenn 
Bernhard, Andy Conway, Pam Harris and Bob Zschoche).  Village 
personnel present: Linda Christopher, Village Clerk, Cindy Gra-
ham, Finance Officer, Bob Kissinger, Public Works Director, and 
Police Chief Domonic Campbell.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
There will be a public hearing (TBA) on a proposed amendment on 
the temporary parking of recreational vehicles. 
 
Village Manager Report 
No report offered this evening, but Ms. Christopher reminded all 
residents that Memorial Causeway is still closed for pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic.  Mr. Kissinger said that it should be open by Janu-
ary 10 if the weather remains dry. 
 
Unfinished Business 
More documentation from Mr. David Cherry as to ownership of his 
property and his quest for re-zoning approval from Council from R/
A to R/M.  This is being disputed by neighboring residents who 
claim right of way access has been limited.  Mr. Bernhard and Mr. 
Zschoche moved to table the discussion until the civil action has 
been finalized.  5-0. 
 
There will be a public hearing (TBA) on whether to change a sec-
tion in the LDO regarding the ETJ pursuant to rules on swimming 
pools. 
 
Review of Council Rules of Procedures brought up the attendance 
of council members to other board meetings (see Worksession 
Highlights, page 2).  Some of the same opinions and concerns 
were reiterated at this meeting, but there were other notable com-
ments from the audience. Shane Stauffer, Chairman of the Plan-
ning and Zoning Board, said that P&Z is an advisory board only 
and that they would welcome comments from Council members (or 
others) in attendance.  Dean Kalles and Brian Plummer had similar 
concerns (reflecting Mr. Bernhardôs) on the potential influencing of 

board members with a council member just óbeing in the gallery.ô  It 
was asked by Mr. Zschoche "What is the correct way for council to 
attend other board meetings?"  This question was tabled to an up-
coming worksession. 
 
The offer to buy two village-owned properties on Niagara-Carthage 
has been rejected again (albeit at a higher price) by Council (5-0). 
 
New Business 
 
Council member Andy Conway was nominated as an alternate 
member to the Moore County Transportation Committee 5-0. 
 
The newly formed ñOpen Space Utilization Committeeò has been 
established.  Members are:  Joan Bruno, Roy Cochrun, Michael 
Dunne, Jay Farfalla, James McKinley, Brian Plummer, and Robert 
Simmonds.   
 
Next Village Council Meeting:  February 12 at 6pm.   

Village Council Highlights 

January 8, 2020 
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Demand for Service by Call Type ñ Annual Report 2019 

The New Pitch Housing Report 

The following table shows the number of home listings, 

pending and closings in Whispering Pines and the Whis-

pering Pines area as shown in the Mid-Carolina Region-

al Association of REALTORS, Multiple Listing Service.  

It does not include homes for sale by owner. Information 

provided by Broker /REALTOR, Tim Venjohn. 

Whispering Pines Market Data 

    Homes for Sale  35 January 1, 2020 

    Homes Pending 16 January 1, 2020 

    Homes sold   11 December 1-31, 2019  

    Homes sold in Whispering Pines area in 2019:   200 

Fire Rescue Department  

Type of Call 
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Dec 2019 2019 

# % # % # % # % # % # % # % 
Medical 317 61 309 58 378 53 403 62 533 60 44 67 526 64 
Building Fire 38 7 39 7 42 6 61 9 110 12 13 20 105 13 

Vehicle Accident 39 8 34 6 39 5 45 7 34 4 4 6 62 8 

Fire Alarm 32 6 37 7 44 6 42 6 52 6 2 3 51 6 

Service Call 31 6 48 9 59 8 25 4 34 4 0 0 27 3 

Outside Fire 14 3 22 4 25 4 41 6 34 4 3 5 26 3 
Hazardous Condition 11 2 16 3 31 4 15 2 28 3 0 0 10 1 

Storm Damage 17 3 9 2 74 10 9 1 51 6 0 0 9 1 

Vehicle Fire 0 0 2 >1 6 1 6 1 4 >1 0 0 2 >1 
Aircraft Emergency 1 >1 0 0 1 >1 0 0 1 >1 0 0 2 >1 

Investigation 16 3 17 3 11 2 6 1 4 >1 0 0 2 >1 
Water Rescue 1 >1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 >1 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 517   533   710   653   883   66   822   

Local Deaths 

We wish to express our condolences to the family of the following 

Village residents, former residents, and friends. 

Marilyn Merry (78) passed away December 22. 

Michael J MacDonald (77) passed away December 29. 



5 

Police Statistics 2019 

Police Seek Residentsõ Help 

In a recent conversation with our Chief of Police, Domonic Camp-
bell, he expressed concern about items seen on the local Facebook 
pages.  ñItôs pretty common to see items posted from residents ob-
serving unsafe (and illegal) actions by others,ò he said.  Most re-
cently, it involved a youngster nearly causing what could have been 
a serious accident while driving a golf cart.  While there seems to be 
time and effort made to post the item on Facebook, no one ever 
called the police department.   

ñDriving of a golf cart by unlicensed, underage children is danger-
ous, not only to the child, but to others,ò he warned.  ñBe pro-active 

in getting the situation corrected by involving 
your local police instead of thinking you are 
being kind by only posting on social media.  
You ultimately could be saving potential injury 
and property damage. No parent will thank 
you if their child gets hurt.ò  

WP POLICE DEPARTMENT 

December 2019 Statistics 
Incident Type DEC            YTD 

  Burglary 0 3  

  Larceny 0 32  

  Vandalism 1 4  

  Assault 2 19  

  Fraud 2 24  

  * Ordinance Violations:    

  Dog at Large (warning) 1 33  

  Dog at Large (civil penalty) 2 14  

  Barking dog (warning) 1 7  

  Barking dog (civil penalty) 1 2  

 Park violations (warning) 0 109  

  Park violations (civil penalty) 0 2  

 Right-of-way (warning) 11 107  

  Right-of-way (civil penalty) 1 5  

MONTH *INCIDENTS ARRESTS 
ARREST 

CHGS 

ACCI-

DENTS 
WARNINGS 

WARNING 

CHARGES 

CITA-

TIONS 

CITATION 

CHARGES 

COMMUNITY 

HOUSE 

BUSINESS 

CHECKS 

Jan 41 7 15 4 103 116 121 167 503 1,107 

Feb 25 11 22 2 93 114 82 118 515    954 

Mar 24 11 22 4 153 166 114 153 466 1,098 

Apr 26 10 18 5 89 99 87 133 445 1,042 

May 23 10 17 1 93 102 75 106 580 1,113 

Jun 12 8 12 2 129 137 77 105 667 1,006 

Jul 24 11 16 4 98 106 81 110 729 1,044 

Aug 19 8 22 1 79 82 63 88 545 1,015 

Sep 24 14 31 1 65 68 97 132 368 1,010 

Oct 21 9 14 4 60 67 96 121 327 925 

Nov 19 12 27 4 90 97 108 150 328 1,008 

Dec 22 8 13 5 77 84 85 113 546 1,044 

2019 

TOTALS 
280 119 230 37 1,129 1,238 1,086 1,496 6,019 12,366 

2018 

TOTALS 
224 119 228 38 1,072 1,189 970 1,355 6,840 11,902 

CHANGE 

ô19 vs ô18 
+25% 0 +1% -3% +5% +4% +12% +10% -12% +4% 
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accepted by Whispering Pines are recorded by resolution to the 
Registrar of Deeds when a final plat is approved.  An example of 
dedicated streets is the streets in Summerfield. The Village sub-
mitted paperwork to the county notifying them that the Village has 
accepted the streets.  Some stretches of some dedicated streets 
do not have houses on them, but could as building continues.  
Private streets remain the responsibility of the property owner.   
Examples of private streets are Vinca Drive and Queens Cove 
Way, both in the ETJ. 
 
North Carolina general statute 160A-299 defines the procedure to 
close a street, be it public or private, whether the street was ever 
opened or not.  According to Gary Briggs, Tax Administrator of 
Moore County, it is much more difficult to close a street then to 
open one.  Besides the state statute that must be adhered to, 
there are also county and municipal ordinances that must be fol-

lowed and the rights of adjoining property owners considered.  
Village Council must conduct a public hearing to ensure no one 
will be denied access to property if the street is closed, and the 
DOT and all adjoining property owners must consent to the clos-
ing. If approved by Council, the County is notified and records 
adjusted. The adjoining property owners will have their ownership 
extended to the centerline of the street.  The Village may retain an 
easement for utilities, landscaping and such.  A local example is 
Martin Way. It was a dedicated street that crossed Cardinal Dam.  
When that dam was repaired about ten years ago, the portion of 
Martin Way over the dam was closed.  It remains a walking/golf 
cart access across the dam under Village ownership. 
 
A partner to this general statute for closed streets is 136-96 which 
calls a street abandoned if it was not ñactually opened and used 
by the public within 15 years from and after the dedication.ò  It 
ñshall be thereby conclusively presumed to have been abandoned 
by the public.ò  This can be requested by individuals and must not 
impact access by any property owner to their land.  Little River 
Lane (off of Lakeview Drive near Thagard Lake) is an example of 
an abandoned street. 

Street Smarts 
Continued from page 1 

 
Today, the rules are the same whether the street is in Whispering  
Pines corporate limits or in the ETJ.  That might not have always 
been the case. Since the 90ôs, the Village, County and State have 
defined processes to approve new roads and streets and close 
roads and streets.  Close coordination is required today by build-
ers/developers, municipalities, county departments including Plan-
ning, GIS (Geographic Information System), Register of Deeds and 
Tax, plus state input from DOT and other departments and ob-

Continued next page 

Signpost for two of the original Village streets. 
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servance of state statutes to keep things in sync. It takes a lot of 
work today but prior to the implementation of these procedures, 
and computers to guide and record actions, data was not always 
consistent and these inconsistencies remain between recorded 
documents across county departments. 
  

How does a street get a name and  
how does a house get an address? 

 
The County maintains a list of all street names in the county.  New 
streets must follow the countyôs naming convention that includes, 
among other things, neither choosing a name phonetically similar 
to another street nor duplicating an existing name within the coun-
ty. Moore County GIS department reviews all proposed names to 
insure compliance with the naming conventions. Whispering Pines 
may request to change the proposed street name in the Village as 
long as it complies with the rules.  Final approval of all street 
names is by the Board of Commissioners following a public hear-
ing.  Every street with three inhabitable structures must have a 
name. The County also assigns each house a street number de-
pending on the location of the driveway.  Houses on a corner may 
face a different street from the driveway entrance and have an 
address of the street where the driveway is. The GIS department 
maintains a set of standards to guide the assignment of address-
es.  According to Rachel Smith, GIS Programmer/Analyst, ñmost 
important in assigning an address is public safety.ò  Can a house 
be located in an emergency?  To that end, every resident is asked 
to follow these guidelines.  Hereôs a link to a county brochure that 
emphasizes this point https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/
departments/gis/AddressDisplayCard   (At left is a page from 
that brochure.)  In addition to these guidelines, the Whispering 
Pines Land Develop Ordinance (LDO) Section 4.7.2 Property Iden-
tification, outlines Village requirements. 

Signpost for two of the newer Village streets 

https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/departments/gis/AddressDisplayCard
https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/departments/gis/AddressDisplayCard
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ñTo be a functioning studio artist, you 
must find your own way.ò  These were 
the guiding words from a college profes-
sor in the 60ôs that were embraced by 
Whispering Pines artist Emily Whittle.  
 
Art was always in Emilyôs sight line.  ñMy 
mother could take me anywhere, and as 
long as I had paper and a pencil,ò Emily 
recalled, ñI was happy.ò  
Getting to this destina-
tion full-time took some 
doing.  In high school, 
scholastic achievement 
and violin were more to 
her parents liking than 
art classes, and at Ohio 
Wesleyan her major was 
English Lit with a pre-
med influence.  She was 
miserable.  She started 
taking art classes and 
knew this is what she 
wanted.  However, the financial support 
from her father stopped and she left 
school. 
 
After a ófree-spiritedô summer, which 
included waitressing at Dulles Airport 
with her sister Betty, Emily enrolled at 
Ohio State (her father grudgingly accept-
ing the situation) and received a Bache-
lor of Fine Arts. She loved the graphic 
arts aspectðprint making and drawing, 
etc.  Her first job was at a silk screening 
company at minimum wage--$1.65/hr.  
From there, she lucked into an appren-
ticeship at a silversmith and gem stone 
cutter in Columbus.  She stayed there for 
seven years, designing jewelry and do-
ing well.  She met her future husband, 
John Bowman, during this period and 
they were married in 1979.  John was 
finishing grad school, working on his 
PhD in Sociology. 

 
Later, they moved to Red Springs, NC 
and Emily started overðagain at a silk 
screening company.  But the fumes were 
a problem, so she had to leave.  She 
honed her skills in calligraphy and print-
making and exhibited at the Designer 
Craftsman show (artists specializing in 
wood, glass, baskets, printmaking, etc).  
She taught workshops in bookbinding and 

decoration at museums 
and calligraphic socie-
ties.   
 
In 2011, she and John 
moved to Whispering 
Pines and converted 
their Pine Crest Drive 
garage into her art 
studio.  Drawers and 
drawers are filled with 
paperðsome that she 
collects, but even more 
interesting, some she 

makes.  She attended workshops learning 
the techniques of handmade papers 
about 20 years ago.  Pointing out that 
large volumes of paper require huge 
quantities of water, Emily produces one 
sheet at a time.  The marbling effects and 
combinations of patterns are all unique.  

She uses different brushes to make de-
signs with acrylic paints.  They (papers) 
dry flat in two hours, and the paint doesnôt 
scratch off. 
 
To make a hard-cover book, she will deter-
mine the actual cover materialðleather, 
for example.  Then the inside of the book 
coverðwhat paper texture will it have?  
Will it be smooth or have a slight grain?  
Colorðplain or patterned?  What about 
the next few pages?  Will the edges of the 
entire volume have gilding?  Check out 
some of your hard-backed books and see 
the preparation that went into the end 
product. 
 
Emily uses her hand-made papers for 
other art, too.  Sheôll paint pictures on her 
papers, many with an Asian feel to it, in-
cluding poetry or thought-provoking say-
ings on the piece.  Additionally, her ñLost 
City of Atlantisò is made from hand-cut 
papers that she painted (see photo left). 
 
From April 16-25, Emily will be exhibiting 
in Columbia, SC at the Stormwater Studi-
os.   She is hoping to have her own studio 
open house later in the year.  We are de-
lighted that Emily Whittle found her way to 
Whispering Pines.    

Emily demonstrates her paper-making and book binding works of art. 

Pine Crestõs Multi-talented Paper Maker 
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1969 The State of North Carolina creates 
cities and towns by an act of the legislature.  
On March 13, 1969, House Bill 109 granted 
a Charter to Whispering Pines and named it 
a óVillageô; the first so named in North Caro-
lina.   

   

March 14, 1969   More than 150 village 
residents meet at Farm Life School.  They 
select an interim Council to operate the 
Village until a formal election can be held. 

   May 6, 1969   The first Village Council is 
elected.  14 folks register as candidates, 5 
are elected.  One of the first actions is to 
hold a special election to approve the sale 
of beer and wine in the Village. The meas-
ure passes 114 to 5. 

   July 1969   Al Martin is appointed as Fire 
Chief.  Volunteers had been meeting since 
August 1968 and the Fire Department dates 
its founding from that date. 

   July 1969   Leo Vause is appointed as 
Police Chief.  Prior to that, A.B. Hardee had 
arranged for the County Sheriff to provide 
additional patrols in the Whispering Pines 
area.   

 

1970   Hardee constructs the first óVillaô 
building near the Clubhouse to support out-

side play.  Three are constructed; more 
are planned but resident opposition stops 
additional construction.   

1971   Fire Department services at this 
time do not include ambulance capability.  
Various areas of the County establish 
óRescue Squadsô to provide transportation 
to hospitals.  Hardee donates land for a 
Rescue Squad building in 1970 and by 
April 1971; volunteer contributions allow 
the construction of a building to begin.  
The building still stands on Rayôs Bridge 
Rd.  

 

1972   Residents form the Garden Cub 
with the overall goal of Village beautifica-
tion.  Annual dues are set at $5.  The Club 
is responsible for the maintenance of 24 
parks in the Village and organizes road-
side clean up.  The Garden Club is re-
sponsible for having the Village declared a 
Bird Sanctuary.  (Annual dues are still $5.)  

 

1972-1974   The South Course of the 
Whispering Pines Country Club is con-
structed.  This 18-hole 
course is now known 
as Whispering Woods 

Golf Course.  The original concept was for 
this course to be primarily for outside play 
to help support member play on the origi-
nal two 18-hole courses.  Hardeeôs initial 
design shows multifamily condos around 
the entire course and is the basis for the 
current zoning south of airport road.  A 
down-turn in the golf industry and the 
bankruptcy of Hardeeôs organization 

changed the outcome to a mixture of con-
dos and single-family houses.   

 

1973   Upon incorporation in 1969, Village 
offices were in temporary locations.  Hard-
ee provided space in his administration 
building for awhile when the Rescue 
Squad building was completed in 1971, 
Village offices move to that location.  Plan-
ning had begun in 1969 for a Village Hall.  
Hardee donates land in 1970, and resi-
dents approve a bond referendum for 
$83,000 needed to build a Village Hall to 
house Council chambers, administrative 
functions, Fire and Police offices.  The 
lower level garages the fire truck and the 
police car.  Outlines of the original bay 
doors can be seen on the back side of the 
building. 

 

1975   The Rescue Squad Association 
constructs a Community Center Building 
behind the Rescue Squad building.  At one 
time this building is the voting location for 
Whispering Pines. 

 

1978   The Post Office changes the ZIP 
code of Whispering Pines from 28389 to 
28327.  The change means more than 
1000 Village residents must change all 
records containing a ZIP code.  Village 
officials engage in a very active campaign 
to have the decision reversed.  They are 
not successful. 

 

1978   The property tax rate is set at .39 
cents per hundred dollars of valuation.   

 

1978   Whispering Pines, Inc. (Hardeeôs 
company) announces the water company 
is For Sale.  After State approval, Carolina 
Water Service, Inc. is the new owner. 

 

1979   Sale of liquor by the drink at the 
Country Club is allowed after approval by 
voter referendum, approval by the State 
ABC Board, and issu-
ance of a liquor license 
by the Village Council.    

By Bob Zschoche 

In the December 2019 issue of The 

New Pitch, we learned the history of 

Whispering Pines from its earliest 

days to the formation of a village by 

A.B. Hardee.  Here are the major 

events in the decade that followed. 
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Lakeview Kissinõ Cousins 

Weôd love to print your pet picture!  Email to us at wpnewpitch@gmail.com. 

These two young pups are always seen walking on 
Lakeview and Lakewood Court.  The Springer is 
Abby and she lives with Alex and Becky Cameron 
at 135 Lakeview.  The Labradoodle, Sunny, be-
longs to Greg and Sheri Krauss at 141 Lakeview. 

They sure seem to like each other! 

 

ð Submitted by Deb Castle 
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Where in the world is 

The New Pitch?  

The New Pitch is seen far and wide!  Can you guess where in the world this photo was 

taken?  Answer on page 18. 

Show this ad and receive a  

10% discount on your purchase! 

Expires 1/31/2020 

Matter of Balance - 4 Weeks Tues. & Thurs. 11am ï1pm Join Us: 

Tues. Feb. 4, 2020 ïThurs. Feb. 27, 2020 - Instructors: Chris Pe-

via & Carol Wood. Participants learn to view falls & fear of falling 

as controllable, set realistic goals to increase activity, change their 

environment to reduce fall risk factors, & exercise to increase 

strength & balance. 

Come to SECôs Walking Club and meet fellow walking advocates 

as we begin a journey of walking together. This is a great way to 

increase your daily walking while also meeting new friends to help 

you along your journey.  Tuesdays 3pm; Saturdays 9:00am. 

Sandhills Quilters Guild  ñA night Beeò for those interested in 

quilting, and for whom the day bees are not convenient. We meet 

2 times a month from 6-8:30pm. Some bring machines, some 

bring hand work, you choose. You donôt have to belong to the 

Guild to attend.  910-947-4483. 

8040 US Hwy 15/501 Pinehurst  

Senior Enrichment Center 
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It is now the time of year when thousands 
of birds are wintering in the Sandhills but, 
believe it or not, a good number go com-
pletely unnoticed.  We have visitors with 
us that are not attracted to feeding sta-
tions.  The sustenance they crave comes 
from small insects or plump berries which 
are abundant at this time of the year.  
However, they will have to make regular 
pit stops at water.  Drinking and keeping 
their feathers clean are both necessities 
year-round. 

A simple saucer, such as the one at Bruce 
Sorrieôs in Whispering Pines, is set out on 
the ground which attracts all the locals, 
and now, plenty of out-of-town visitors.  
The family of Red-shouldered Hawks, who 
nested in Bruceôs yard a couple years 
ago, spent quite a while enjoying it this 
summer.   

Red-shouldered hawk. 
ð-Courtesy Bruce Sorrie 

 

Cackie Kelly, who lives on Thagard Lake 
across from Bruce, has a simple pedestal 
bath that is a bird magnet as well.  Last 
spring she was surprised when a north-
bound Yellow-throated Warbler, among 
others, stopped by to take advantage of it. 

Ultimately, it is the sound of moving water 
that will draw the greatest diversity of indi-
viduals.  A small waterfall will definitely get 
the attention of many birds.  But the sim-
ple dripping of water can be an amazing 
attractor as well.  You can purchase or 
make a dripper with very little trouble or 
expense.  My good friend Jeff Lewis, who 
lives at the coast, has two home-made 

drip systems that have netted 63 bird spe-
cies!  A variety of warblers, such as Ameri-
can Redstart and Black-throated Green 
Warblers, as well as the more cryptic 
ground-loving birds in the state, have ap-
peared from time to time.  Furthermore, 
the slow yet constant movement keeps the 
water open in his yard even during the 
colder weather. 

Back here in the Sandhills, my good 
friends Wayne and Fran Irvin, have a won-
derful water feature in their side yard.  The 
Irvins carefully planned the design of their 
Southern Pines property with wildlife in 
mind, including a large recirculating pond 
some years ago. To date, some 30 spe-
cies of migrants, in addition to the host of 
winter birds, have been spotted taking 
advantage of their watery oasis.  They 
have attracted, among other things, hand-
somely spotted thrushes such as Gray-
cheeked, Swainsonôs and Hermit Thrush-
es, as well as an assortment of flycatch-
ers, finches and sparrows. 

However, a simple dripping container (like 
an old milk or juice jug) will also do the 
trick and get the birdsô attention for next to 
nothing.  I have hung a plastic jug with two 
small holes in the bottom from a low 
branch of the holly that rises above the 
bird bath on my deck.  By adjusting the 
cap (screwing or unscrewing it), I can cre-
ate a slow drip that lasts for hours either 
early or late in the day when my feathered 
friends seem most interested. 

As with any watering hole, you need to 
regularly empty, rinse and scrub if needed.  
Then refill your set up.  At this time of year 
mosquitoes are not really a concern.  But I 
still use a battery operated ñwater wigglerò 
in my main birdbath (above which I hang 
my home-made dripper).  This dissuades 
pests drawn to still conditions on warmer 
days and keeps the water from freezing on 
colder mornings. 

Of course, small ponds and other larger 
water features will attract frogs, toads, and 
turtles, as well as the odd snake. You will 
no doubt be providing for deer, opossums, 

raccoons and other larger critters that 
need a drink as well.  It is fascinating 
what just a little bit of extra effort provid-
ing for the local wildlife may do to in-
crease your viewing pleasure.  Make 
sure to have binoculars on hand ï as 
well as your camera ï you never know 
who might stop by! 

Last but not least, the albino Gray Squir-
rel on Spring Valley Lake (dubbed Blan-
co by those in the neighborhood) is still 
being seen.  She has been a regular at 
the Russellôs feeder for a few years now.  
Quite a stunning little critter!  We have 
had White-tailed Deer in the past (partial 
albinos and leucistic individuals), but 
none have been observed for a while 
now.  Maybe there is one out there now 
just waiting to be noticed! 

Local ornithologist 

Susan Campbell 

would love to re-

ceive your wildlife 

sightings and re-

ports.  Feel free to 

contact her at: su-

san@ncaves.com. 

by Susan Campbell 

Bird 

White squirrel 
ðCourtesy Jon & Marcia Russell 
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There are many types of gardens: Perennial, vegetable, herb, rock 
and water gardens to name a few.  Add to that list a garden for the 
birds. When adding to your landscape, think about planting trees, 
shrubs and plants that appeal specifically to birds.  

     In 1973, the National Wildlife Federation began a program called 
the Back-Yard Wildlife Habitat program.  As urbanization was con-
suming natural habitats this program encourages individuals to 
provide the four essential elements (water, food, shelter, and plac-
es to raise young) required for birds and wildlife to thrive with the 
goal of maintaining healthy and diverse habitats and ecosystems.  
What started small has now grown to over 200,000 habitats across 
the country adding up to 1.5 million acres.  In our area, there are 
121 certified backyard habitats: 54 in Pinehurst, 39 in Southern 
Pines, and 14 each in Aberdeen and West End.   

     A backyard filled with a variety of birds is not only exciting to 
watch but indicates one that is thriving.   Water, provided year 
around, is most important. Bird baths that are kept from freezing in 
the winter or ponds are welcome sights for birds.  Trees and shrubs 
that produce berries, fruits or nuts are important food sources.   

by Dolores Muller 

Master Gardener Dolores 

Muller is a regular contribu-

tor to Pinehurst Magazine.  

She and husband Ron main-

tain Certified Backyard Wild-

life Habitat #954. 

Planting deciduous as well as evergreen trees and shrubs of vari-
ous heights provides a variety of choices for birds to hide and raise 
their young.  Planting tubular flowers such as honeysuckle and 
sage attract hummingbirds. 

     Habitats range from small backyards to school areas and even 
Weymouth Center is an NWF certified habitat.  If you have a certi-
fied habitat and live in Whispering Pines, please let me know. To 
find out more about the program or become certified, log on to 
www.nwf.org/garden-for-wildlife/create.aspx. 

Some of my favorite plants that produce berries that appeal to birds 
are shown below. 

 

Our Gardens 

Gardening for the Birds 

"Fosteri" holly -  Ilex attenuata "fosteri" 

Wax Myrtle - myrica cerifera 

Firethorn - pyracantha spp 

Dogwood - cornus florida 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habitat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem
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The Womenôs Golf Association of CCWP (formerly known as the 
Pinettes) will continue to play on Tuesdays for the ladies.  Faith-
ful winter golf coordinator, Nancy Kendrick, shows up on Tues-
day mornings to organize women who wish to play some guilt 
free golf during December, January and February.  Tee times are 
10:00 am.  

New Decade, New Name for CCWP Womenõs 18-Hole Golf 

The Country Club of Whispering Pines held a party honoring its long-time General Manager, Rodney Russell, 
on January 7.  After 12 years in the role, Rodney is moving to western North Carolina to manage a course 
there. Members and guests enjoyed sharing stories of events during Rodneyôs tenure at CCWP and the many 
changes occurring during that time.   

Pictured are Rodney (left) receiving a commemorative flag from Member Association Vice-President, Craig 
Dabbs. 

It was announced that Shane Pearson, current manager at Foxfire, will be taking on the role of general man-
ager for both organizations. 

 

Golf News 

Nancy Kendrick signs in women willing to face the 
elements of winter golf.  Fortunately, Tuesdays 
have had some decent weather so far this year. 


